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David Feinberg and Beth Andrews, with contributions from Storyteller Vong Duong; and from visual artists Michelle 
Englund, Kimchi Hoang, Jennifer Hensel, Kristin Anton, Sima Shahriar, Paula Leiter-Pergament, Sara Feinberg, Julia 
Breidenbach, Jane Bollweg, and Annie Nickell. 

In 1980 a young Vong Duong said good bye to his mother as she put him onto a bus headed for a boat on which he would 
escape Vietnam.  Painful memories resurfaced as he recalled the 89 people crowded onto a small 20-foot fishing boat.  Fearful 
that the boat could sink, Vong climbed on top of a 55 gal oil barrel and stayed there – thinking that if the boat sank; he could hold 
onto the barrel and say afloat. A drawing of this scene appears in his piece.  

It was April, and the seawaters were calm. Vong recalled that once they were out to sea, time did not mean the same as it did 
before.  Three days out on the fragile boat, the propeller prop seal loosened and the boat began to take on water.   A yacht 
named the “Mayaroma” with a tall mast sailed by. The skipper of the yacht was an Australian named Martin Wurzinger who, 
along with his seven-year-old son and three-man crew, were heading to Singapore.   They stopped and gave food, water, diesel 
engine fuel and directions to the refugees on the small boat. A drawing of the Mayaroma appears in the artwork.  

Shortly after the refugees started out again, their boat began taking on water and all onboard realized they were sinking.  They 
flashed an SOS to the yacht, which headed back to them.  Skipper Martin took all 89 passengers onto his yacht, and they sailed 
off towards Singapore. All on board rationed and divided up the food and water to make it last the entire voyage.  

Skipper Martin saved them all!  To this day, the refugees all remember him and his yacht “The Maya Roma”.  The group had a 
reunion, and they presented the Skipper with a certificate showing their gratitude. Voice to Vision team’s research discovered 
that Martin Wurzinger is still alive.  A document in which Martin recalls his memories of the encounter is on display with this piece 
of art.     


