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PROCESSIONAL

WELCOME
Dean J. Brian Atwood

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

Dean J. Brian Atwood

STUDENT SPEAKER
Timothy Dykstal
Master of Public Policy

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Norman J. Ornstein

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES
Associate Dean for Academics
Edward G. Goetz

WELCOME TO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Miriam Goldfein

CLOSING

Dean J. Brian Atwood

RECESSIONAL

Please stay seated until the faculty and students bave exited.
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MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

Master of Arts in Public Affairs (MA)
Master of Public Affairs (MPA)
Master of Public Policy (MPP)
Master of Science in Science, Technology,
and Environmental Policy (MS-STEP)
Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP)

%e

NgoziChukwu M.P. Azudomike
Akubuike, MPA

Brett M. Anderson,* MPP

Michael J. Anderson,* MPP

Nathan Arnold, MPP

Xue (Mandy) Bai, MPP

Sharon B. Banks, MPA

Yujie Bao,* MPP

Tina V. Baribeau, MPA

Eric Bartz, MPP

Laura M. Baum,* MURP

Susan Marie Beaulieu, MPP

Meagan Elizabeth Beekman,* MURP

Kimberly Belk,* MPA

Jesse Harland Benson, MURP

Joseph Andrew Bernard, MURP

Robyn A. Bipes,* MPP

Brian B. Boese,* MPA

Samantha R. Bohrman,* MS-STEP

Kimberly J. Borton,* MPP

Eyleen G. Braaten, MPP

Arthur Brown, MPA

Charles Brown, MPA

Megan Brown,* MPP

William A. Calmbacher,* MPA

Andrew W. Carlton, MPP

Jennifer Cater,* MURP

Rachel Leigh Coleman,* MPP

Christopher J. Commers, MPA

Carl L. Cooley,* MPP

Rane Gunderson Cortez,* MPP

Arnoldo Curiel, MPA

Piyali N. Dalal,* MPP

Celina F. Davidson,* MPP

Kari L. Denissen,* MPP

Wyn William Douglas,* MPP

Stephanie S. Devitt,* MPP



Tamara L. Downs Schwei, MPP
Matthew S. Dufresne,* MPA
Anna Dunbar-Hester,* MPP
Timothy Dykstal,* MPP

Ruth Aileen Eklund, MPP
Natalie Elkan, MPP

Kathleen Reed Ellis, MPP
Nubia Esparza, MPP

Larry R. Fasching, MPA
Rebecca Ann Freeman, MPP
Adam W. Fulton, MURP
Chanelle P. Gandy, MPP

Victor Federico Gauto Gunther,* MPP
Matthew Gehring, MPP

Genko Tsvetkov Genov,* MPP
Adam Gill,* MPP

Kristy Ann Goodfellow, MPP
Jacob D. Granholm,* MPP
Margaret Griesgraber,® MPP
Mary Gabriela Guerra,* MPP
Dawit Tewolde Haile, MPA
Michelle Ann Harder, MPP
Thomas Lee Harnisch,* MPP
Ellen L. Heine,* MURP

Sia Her, MPP

Gabriel C. Hicks, MPP

Debra Ann Holmgren, MPA
Natalie Hoover El Rashidy,* MPP
Nicole Danielle Hoplin,* MPP
Shayerah Ilias,* MPP

Stephanie Jean Jacobs,* MPP
Joshua Thomas Jacobsen, MPP
Justine Jones, MPP

Aaron B. Justin-Szopinski, MPP
Mark Kahn,* MPA

Sukanya Kalia, MPP

Sister Theresa M. Keller,* MPA
Aron John Khoury, MURP
Nicola Kieves, MPP

Hye Kim, MPP

Deniz Senay Yargici Kindler, MPP
Krysten M. King, MPP

Robert Klassen, MA

Vivian L. Klauber, MPA
Christopher Klisch, MPP
Therese Kohs Gilbertson, MPA
Adam Eli Kokotovich,* MS-STEP
Melissa Anne Kono, MPP



DR. NORMAN j. ORNSTEIN is a resident scholar at
the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research.
Originally from Grand Rapids, Minnesota, Dr. Ornstein
received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Minnesota
in 1967. He later earned a master’s degree and a Ph.D. from

the University of Michigan.

Dr. Ornstein regularly offers political analysis and commentary.
He serves as an election analyst for CBS News and writes »
a weekly column called “Congress Inside Out” for Roll

Call newspaper. He has written for the New York Times,
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, and other

major publications.

He is senior counselor to the Continuity of Government
Commission, where he works to ensure that our institutions
of government can be maintained in the event of a terrorist
attack on Washington. His campaign finance working group
of scholars and practitioners helped shape the McCain/
Feingold law, major legislative reform thar changed the
campaign financing system. He also co-directs the Transition
to Government Project, a multi-year effort to create a better

climate for governing in the era of the permanent campaign.

He was elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences in 2004. His many books include The Permanent
Campaign and Its Future, Intensive Care: How Congress Shapes
Health Policy, and Debt and Taxes: How America Got Into Its
Budget Mess and What to Do About It. With his co-author
Thomas Mann, Dr. Ornstein recently lectured at the
Humphrey Institute about his most recent book, The Broken
Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and What Can Be Done
About It.



Melissa Anne Kovach,* MPP

Dianne M. Krizan,* MPA

Kristina Kubicek, MURP

Kathleen Kukielka,* MPA

Acooa B. Lee, MPP

Valerie Nicole LeGrand, MPP

Chad Lillechun, MPP

Neil Robert Linscheid, MPP

David Alexander Lund, MPP

Geoffrey M. Maas, MURP

Chelsea Magadance, MPP

Elissa Ann Mahlik, MURP

Erika Martin, MPP

Grant Martin,* MPP

Andie Elisa Martinez,* MPP

John R. McCarthy,* MPP

Charles W. Miner,* MPA

Gulnara Afruzovna Minnigaleeva, MPP

Christopher Lord Mitchell,* MPP
- Jenny Moberg, MA

Christopher Thomas Moore,* MPP

Amy Tucker Morris,* MPP

Jessica Clare Mortensen, MPP

Michelle Eva Mosner, MPP

Elizabeth H. Neils, MPP

Megan E. O’Meara,* MPP

Ralph Overholt,* MPA

Daniel Everette Patterson, MURP

Ian Alexander Payton, MURP

Rebecca Kathleen Penfold, MPP

Steven J. Peterson,* MURP

Sarah K. Peterson Stensrud, MPP

Douglas R. Petty,* MPA

Hai-Phuong D. Phan, MPP

Joseph Paul Plummer,* MS-STEP

Carla Pulles, MPP

Sara Radjenovic, MPP

Ravi Raju,* MPA

Renato Ravina Sanchez,* MPP

Lesli Rawles,* MS-STEP

Molla Reda,* MPP

Jennifer L. Reed, MURP

Melissa Sydney Reed, MPP

Mariah Reynolds,* MPP

Melissa S. Roberts,* MPP

Sarah Michael Roberts,* MPP

Amanda B. Rohrer, MPP

James P. Romanchek, MS-STEP



Christian N. Rummelhoff,* MPP
Virginia Mooty Rutter, MPP
Srividhya Shanker, MA
Elizabeth A. Sharrow,* MPP
Sarah Ashley Shaver, MPP
Amber L. Shipley,* MPP

Laura Nicole Silver,* MS-STEP
Paul L. Singh,* MURP
Momolu V.O. Sirleaf, MPA
Susan Barbara Sloper,* MURP
Jace Smitch, MPP

Patrick K. Smicth, MURP
Bethany Snyder,* MPP

Jessica Soto,* MPP

Kelly M. Sowards, MPP
Willjam Sparks,* MPP

Jerod Steven Spilman, MPP
Britta Lea Stein,* MURP

John Steinbacher,* MPP
Matthew R. Stemwedel, MPP
Todd M. Stump, MPP
Stephanie Sworsky, MPP

Luke M. Taylor,* MPP

Andrew G. Tehmeh, MPP
Jeremy E. Tennant, MURP
Megan J. Thomas, MPA

Eric B. Thrond-Smith,* MPP
Julie Toskey,* MPA

Kate Troy,* MPP

Charlotee J. Tuctle,* MPP
Viraphonh Vongvanith, MPP
Emily J. Warren, MPP

Jessica L. Weimerskirch, MPP
Shane Weinand,* MPP
Michelle E. Weinberg,* MPP
Joel A. Wessman,* MPP

Colin Baldwin Wheeler, MURP
Deb J. Wilkens-Costello,* MPA
Joshua Williams, MURP
Corinne S. Wilson, MPP
Susanna Wilson, MURP
Nicholas John Xanthopoulos, MPP
Ellison R. Yahner, MURP
Kevin Yerdon, MURP

Sarah S. Zorn, MURP

* Indicates a grade point average of 3.7 or above, which meets the
standard of Pi Alpha Alpha, the national honor society for public
affairs and administration.



PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED AWARDS

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Ann Markusen

REQUIRED COURSE INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR

Barbara Crosby

TEACHING ASSISTANT OF THE YEAR

Michael Anderson

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PLANNERS AWARD

Laura Baum
Outstanding planning student

LUKERMANN AWARD

Paul Singh
Service to the planning program

A reception follows on the patio between the

Ted Mann Concert Hall and Ferguson Hall.



“i BELIEVE THAT ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
THAT WHAT IS WRONG CAN BE MADE RIGHT.
THAT PEOPLE POSSESS THE BASIC WISDOM AND
GOODNESS TO GOVERN THEMSELVES WITHOUT
CONFLICT.”
— HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
ROCKHURST COLLEGE, KANSAS CITY, MO

OCTOBER 15, 1968



HUMPHREY INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs

is dedicated to excellence in education for public
responsibility. As a living memorial to the public life
and ideals of Hubert H. Humphrey, it seeks to enhance

Minnesota’s contribution to public and political life.

The Humphrey Institute ranks among the top 15
professional schools of public affairs at public
universities in the country; our program concentration
in nonprofit management ranks fifth in the nation.
Home to more than a dozen research and outreach
centers and programs, the Humphrey Institute is
widely recognized for its role in examining public
issues and shaping public policy at the local, state,
national, and international levels and for providing
leadership and management expertise to public and

nonprofit organizations.
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

301 - 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-626-8910
www.hhh.umn.edu



