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Those of you in warmer, if not sunnier, climates will no doubt be pleased to hear that robins have appeared 
near campus. Maybe they're as below average (in intelligence) as Garris-Jn Keillor's Minnesota children are 
above average. Maybe they're starlings who have had robin feather tr.:~nsplants. But I choose to think of 
them as harbingers of spring. And, unlike ground hogs, they don't scratch or bite (but so would we, if 
dragged out of bed on February 2). With spring (here comes the transition) on the way, I'm reminded that 
our annual awards for grad student travel and research funds soon will be made. Thanks to the past 
generosity of many of our COMMPOST readers, we have a fair-sized fund ready to help meet those needs, 
but we could stand to be a bit more flush. So if you haven't given to the Graduate Student Travel Fund 
lately, do consider the possibility. You know it will be most welcome, and most prudently investeq! Thanks, 

~ 
SENIOR FACULTY 

Our assistant professor search is now complete with an acceptance from MARY VAVRUS, currently 
finishing her Ph.D. at the University of Illinois. Mary's interests include Media Studies, Television Criticism, 
Cultural Studies, and Feminist Theory. We welcome Mary to our department! 

ERNEST BORMANN (Emeritus) has just signed a contract to teach the spring term (April 3 to July 15) 
at the Intercultural Communication Institute of Kanda University (Japan) of International Studies. He is also 
preparing a chapter on Huey Long for a book on the rhetoric of the New Deal era. 

While on sabbatical, KARLYN KOHRS CAMPBELL is preparing an essay on the rhetoric of Frances Wright, 
who delivered a series of lectures in most of the major cities of the United States between 1828 and 1830, 
which will be part of a volume in the History of U.S. Public Address to be published by Michigan State 
University Press. She is also working on an introduction for a volume on Landmark Essays on Women's 
Rhetoric in the series published by Erlbaum. 

TERRY KINNEY and the Center of Speech, Equality, and Harm (U of MN Law Schoon have received two 
grants totaling $45,000 from the Butler Family Foundation and the General Mills Foundation to conduct 
a pilot study that examines the effects of hate speech on Minnesota youth. Terry is also collaborating with 
the Lt. Governor's Task Force on Violence and the Office of Drug Policy and Violence Prevention to 
evaluate a five year statewide multi-media campaign that promotes peace. Two of the goals of the campaign 
are to raise awareness of types of violence and to model how to handle violence in non-threatening ways. 

'-'" REBECCA LIND'S article "Ethical Sensitivity in Viewer Evaluations of a TV News Investigative Report" has 
been accepted for publication by Human Communication Research. 



REBECCA LIND, DAVID RARICK, & TAMMY SWENSON- LEPPER (graduate srudent working on Ph.D. 
degree) had their article "A Preliminary Application of Cognitive Mapping to Assess Ethical Sensitivity in TV 
News Viewers" accepted for publication in the Journal of Media Ethics. ..., 

EDWARD SCHIAPPA was recently selected to serve as editor of Argumentation and Advocacy for the 
1997-2000 term. Argumentation and Advocacy is the quarterly journal of the American Forensic 
Association, the largest United States academic organization concerned with the study of argumentation. 

KIRT WILSON is a recipient of a President's Faculty Multicultural Research Award. The proposal he 
submitted is entitled "Race, Rights and Equality: A Rhetorical Analysis of the Congressional Debate over the 
18 75 Civil Rights Act." 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

SHANNON SKARPHOL KAML presented "The Role of Readership in Protest Art" at a conference at Duke 
University entitled "Assault: Radicalism in Aesthetics and Politics"held in November, 1996. 

GARY LARSON has accepted a tenure-track assistant professor position at the Elliot School of 
Communication at Wichita State University beginning August, 1997. 

ALUMNI 

SISTER SHARON DEl (Ph.D. 1989)organized a communication program at St. Augustine's Major "'fttlll 

Seminary in )os, Nigeria that won the Multimedia International Award in the two categories of Best 
Pioneering Project and Best Entry in all categories for the promotion of Evangelization via media. This 
organization is composed of Catholic Religious organizations with general headquarters in Rome. 

MICHELE JACKSON'S (Ph.D. 1994) article "The Meaning of 'Communication Technology': The 
Technology-Context Scheme" was accepted for publication in Communication Yearbook. 1996. 

KAREN MUSOLF (Ph.D. 1988), ROXANN KNUTSON (Ph.D. 1988) and Ernest Bormann had an article 
"Why Do People Share Fantasies? An Empirical Investigation of a Basic Tenet of the Symbolic Convergence 
Communication Theory" accepted for publication in Communication Studies. 

DAVID LAPAKKO'S (Ph.D. 1989) article "Three Cheers for Language: A Closer Examination of a Widely 
Cited Study of Nonverbal Communication" was published in Communication Education, January, 1997. 

)ERIE MCARTHUR (Ph.D. 1979) currently teaching Leadership and Organizational Communication in the 
department, recently reviewed a manuscript for a textbook in Organizational Communication. She has also 
changed and expanded her company Better Communication, Inc. to Business Technology and Communication, 
Inc. 

RICHARD McCLEAR (M.A. 1975)was recently interviewed about the current social unrest in Albania by Dan 
Rather and appeared on the CBS Evening News. He was also interviewed on National Public Radio's "Morn; 
Edition." "ffiiiiJJ 

Thank you for your "Bits and Pieces" for composing. Next issue: April, 1997. 



Early Days of Intercultural Communication Studies In the U.S. 
William S. Howell 

Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota 

NEWSLETTER: Intercultural Communication, No. 27, February 1997 

Motivated by several requests that I share some of my experiences with lnterculwral communication in the days it was emerging as an academic subject I 
take my #2 pencil in hand. 

First, I'm a professor emeritus, retired at the University of Minnesota In 1984. I have a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin, Madison ( 1942) and 
was a member of the University of Minnesota Speech-Communication Department from 1945 to 1984. My interests in spoken interaction propelled me 
into consultative relationships with varied corporations such as 3M, IBM and General Mills. These businesses had overseas operations that posed 
problems I diagnosed as difficulties In cross-cultural communication. To make possible a preliminary assessment of my hypothesis the University 
subsidized a sixty day trip for me, around the wort d. visiting outposts of eight corporations in some fifteen countries. 

My conversations with corporate Americans doing business overseas yielded an outcome that can be condensed to a single sentence, "What will make 
you a success in Bombay will kill you in Bangkok." Our domestic companies then believed that to piepare personnel to enter another culture you give 
them all the same training. The evidence showing that particular behaviors to be accepted and succeed differ widely from place to place and are highly 
specific, was a revelation to the companies. Perhaps most exciting, I was able to show several corporations that their managers who were doing well 
abroad were able to succeed only by violating company home policies. 

I had collected many specific patterns of interaction characteristic of particular situations in different cultures. Organizing these produced the result which 
may have been the first collegiate course in intercultural communication, per se. The University of Minnesota was supportive in developing this new area 
of speech-communication. Students were attracted to this new emphasis. A satisfactory number elected the intercultural course. Foreign students in 
p3rtlcular crossed departmental boundaries to work on a problem that was more immediate to them than to native Americans. 

In the intercultural course a 50-50 balance of foreign and American enrollees became usual, a situation that extended the possibilities of creative 
exercises, in the class and in the community. A strong emphasis on intercultural elements continues to this day in the University of Minnesota Speech· 
Communication Department. Other colleges and universities in the Midwest experimented with intercultural communication in their curricula but 
typically with little success. There were few available instructors and professors with multicultural experience and qualifications to plan and teach the 
courses. Our program benefited from our close association with the University of Hawaii and the Christian University in Tokyo. 

Throughout the sixties and seventies those of us involved in intercultural communication came together in an organization called SIETAR, Society for 
:"~e;national Education, Training and Research. I was supportive but not organizationally active in promoting this much needed enterprise. Because my 

':·,: academic ventures in intercultural communication had caused interest in the field to spread, SIETAR at one time accused me of being the "Father 
~ ~· ~~tercultural Communication". My response was, "OK, but who is the mother?" 

One of the intercultural communication projects I managed was at Minnesota in the seventies. I had a team of six graduate students who worked fall 
quarter preparing to collect information, spent winter quarter at their remote locales iearning as much as possible about interpersonal communication 
there, and returned to Minnesota for spring quarter to interpret their findings. The s1x were assigned in male-female pairs. One pair worked in Tokyo, 
one in Beirut and one in Bogota. I visited each pair once during winter quarter. My investigators did excellent work and in the spring we had many 
!):JZZiing findings to try to understand. 

Minnesota's position in the history of the study of intercultural communication is the result of splendid work done by both American and foreign 
ifaduate swdents. Their articles, papers, theses and books are impressive. I will not attempt to list the many persons who contributed but I will tell about 
one example, a most talented couple who came to join the Minnesota program under unusual circumstances. 

In the early seventies I was at a conference in Tokyo at ICU. In the evening of the last day of the meeting, Or. Mitsuko Saito took us all to her home in a 
suburb for a relaxing party. It happened that Janet and Milton Bennett were on their way home from 2 years as Peace Corps Volunteers in Truk, 
Micronesia, and had scheduled a stop in Tokyo to attend the conference. The Bennetts and I were staying at the same hotel. One of ICU's male students 
took us on the train to our quarters. Although our guide (ICU student) put us on the rieht train it was headed in the wrong direction. So we had an hour 
or so to talk, riding to the end of the line and reversing direction to again cross the large city to find our hotel. 

The Bennetts had Masters degrees and were looking for an appropriate university where the~· could complete their doctorates with an emphasis on 
intercultural communication. That is how this amazingly talented couple came to Minneapolis to work with me and ultimately complete their Ph.D.s. 

They came from California and drove to Minneapolis in the dead of winter in a Karmann Ghia convertible. Adjusting to our normal frigid weather was 
probably more difficult than their academic problems. They have become highly influential sources of intercultural ideas, studies, seminars and writings on 
the West Coast. Truly, they are a credit to the Minnesota program. 

For approximately thirty years 1 swdied Radio Moscow's propaganda broadcasts to the United States and compared these to Voice of America's 
broadcasts to the Soviet Union. Resulting audio tapes were analyzed in M.A. theses and Ph.D. dissertations. 

In each of the years 1958, 1968 and 1978 I spent 30 day periods in the Soviet Union, traveling about 10,000 miles on each visit. I found it 
fascinating to get acquainted with staff at Radio Moscow and to collect evidence on responses to Voice of America in Siberia as well as in other countries 
in Soviet society. While Russia was 11 the Enemy", Joe Adamov, the director of English language broadcasting of Radio Moscow, visited the University of 
Minnesota twice, providing a different type of intercultural experience for our students and faculty. 

~ 1 hope that my off-the-top of my head recollections fill some of the gaps in the history of the development of the study of interculwral communication in 
the United States. I am convinced that it continues to be one of the most essential and necessary fields for investigation. What can be more important 
than learning to communicate across cultural barriers more effectively? 
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SENIOR FACULTY 

KARLYN KOHRS CAMPBELL traveled to North Dakota State University in Fargo on March 26, 1997 to deliver 
their Annual Women's Studies lecture. On April 9, 1997 she also lectured at St. Thomas University. 

J. VERNON JENSEN'S textbook Ethical Issues in the Communication Process has just been published by Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates, Mahwah, NJ. 

TERRY A. KINNEY presented "Verbal Aggressiveness and Well-being" at the 55th annual scientific meeting of the 
American Psychosomatic Society. 

EDWARD SCHIAPPA'S article "Interpreting Gorgias's 'Being' in On Not-Being or On Nature" was published in the recent 
edition of Philosophy and Rhetoric, 1 99 7. 

AMY SHELDON has been recommended for promotion to the rank of Full Professor in the Department of Speech
Communication. The promotion will become official after it is passed on by the Board of Regents. 

AMY SHELDON and LISA ROHLANDER'S paper "Sharing the same world, telling different stories: Gender 
differences in co-constructed pretend narratives" appeared in Social Interaction. Social Context. and Langyage. This 
series of papers were compiled by D. Slobin, J. Gerhardt, A, Kyratzis, and J. Guo in honor of Dr. Susan Ervin-Tripp. 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

ROBERT BROOKEY'S article "Recontexrualizing the Genetic Debate: A Response to Condit" was recently 
published in the Spring-Summer 1996 edition of Communication Studies. 

DEBORAH JOHNSON has accepted the position of Visiting Professor at Korea University, Seoul, Korea, 
August 1997-August 1998. 

TOMAS KL V ANA has accepted a tenure track Assistant Professorship of Journalism at the University of 
Southern Maine beginning August, 1997. He will be teaching journalism and also developing an 
international exchange with Charles University in Prague, the Czech Republic. 

ANGELA A. RAY'S article "The Geographic Names of AKC Dog Breeds" was published in the March 
1997 issue of Names: A Journal of Onomastics. 

COREY SCHLOSSER-HALL began working as a trail staff with Wilderness Inquiry, a non-profit organization 
that facilitates wilderness trips by canoe, kayak, and horseback for people with and without disabilities. He 
will also be working at the YMCA Camp lhduhapi Advenrure Learning Center facilitating adventure 
education for groups through group initiatives, a high ropes course, climbing walls, and other off the ground, 
high events. In the fall, he will then start a full-time position as program coordinator with Wilderness Inquiry. 



NATHAN STORMER'S article "Embodying Normal Miracles" appeared in the May, 1997 Quarterly 
Journal of Speech. 

WILLIAM WITTKOPF is working with The Minnesota League of Cities and Continuing Education to put~ 
together a small group communication and public discussion seminar for a conference for the Minnesota 
Municipal Employees (municipal clerks and finance officers) this summer. 

ALUMNI 

SANDRA BERKOWITZ (Ph.D. 1 994) won an outstanding teaching award from Wayne State University's 
College of Fine, Performing and Communication Arts 
. 
LONG DOAN (B.A. 1 992), currently an officer for Firstar Bank of Minnesota and working on his MBA 
degree at the University of Minnesota, was profiled in the 1 996 University of Minnesota Recreational Sports 
Annual Report. 

JONATHAN HESS (Ph. D. 1996) has accepted a tenure track assistant professor position at the University 
of Missouri, Columbia. 

LING-HUI HSU (B.A. 1 990) is currently employed as a translator for the American Foreign Broadcast 
Information Service (FBIS) in Okinawa. 

BRIAN NUMAINVILLE'S (M.A. 1 993) article "Easing a Company's Growing Pains" appeared in Business 
Geographies, February, 1997. 

SIAN OWEN CRUISE (Ph.D. 1993) currently a Teaching Specialist at the University of Minnesota Gene ' 
College, has accepted a full time position at the Minnesota Waldorf School (K-8th grade) in Roseville, 
Minnesota. 

KEITH PEARSON (B.A. 1986) was recently appointed vice president of J. Patrick Moore & Partners, a 
communication agency. 

BARBARA SHARF (Ph.D. 1 976) University of Illinois at Chicago Medical School, has won a $290,000 
three-year grant from the Department of Defense. Her proposal, "The Social Construction of Breast Cancer 
in Mass Media and Its Influence on Citizen Understanding and Decision-Making," will investigate how the 
mass media portray breast cancer and those who are afflicted with it and how those portrayals then influence 
poplar conceptions of breast cancer as an illness. 

JUDY SIMS (Ph.D. 1 990) and Joseph Giordano, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, received the 1 997 
Central States Communication Association State Journal Manuscript Award for their article, "V ,consin 
Par;::-,-~- : Evaluations of Legislative and Non-legislative Solutions to Violence in Television." The article was 
put t!d in the 1996 edition of the Journal of the Wisconsin Communication Association. The award is 
give U) the highest rated manuscript submitted by state communication journal editors within the 12-state 
central states region. 

KRISTIN VONNEGUT (Ph.D. 1991) has received tenure and has been promoted to Associate Professo~..., 
at St. Johns University, Collegeville. MN. 

Thanks for your "Bits and Pieces" for Compostlng. Next COMMPOST: June, 1997. 
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DALE G. LEATHERS, Professor of Speech Communication at the University of Georgia, died of a heart 
attack on June 4, 1997. He received a Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in 1965 with a dissertation 
entitled "A Descriptive Study of Revolutionary Reaction of the 1 960s: The Rhetoric of Salvation." His 
advisor was Ernest G. Bormann. He is survived by his wife Nancy and sons Stephen and Gregory. Mrs. 
Leather's address is 1 7 44 Highpoint Road, Snellville, GA 302 78. 

Those still at the University of Minnesota who remember Dale say that he was a fascinating, multi-faceted 
person: a scholar, a teacher, an administrator, a warm human being. He was a long term department chair 
at Georgia, earning the respect of colleagues on and off campus. In that regard, he became President of the 
Southern Communication Association and then, in 1992, the President of the national association (at the 
time SCA}. As Dale once said, "Not bad for a tall kid from North Dakota." He stood tall in more ways than 
sheer physical stature. And he was a kid with a rather sly sense of the ridiculous combined with a basic 
interest in and respect for all around him. He could criticize firmly and clearly, but never roughly or 
unkindly. He'll be missed in Georgia and in Minnesota, and by many more in many other places. 

(Written by Donald R. Browne, Karlyn K. Campbell & Robert L. Scott.} 

SENIOR FACULTY 

TERRY KINNEY has received a $15,000 grant from the University of Minnesota Office of Vice President of Research 
to study the effects of hate speech on the psychological, emotional, and academic development of Minnesota 
adolescents. 

ROBERT L. SCOTT will attend a celebration and roast at Wayne State University for BERNARD BROCK, who came 
out of Graduate School at Northwestern; his first regular faculty position was in Speech-Communication at the 
University of Minnesota, 1965-1973. Bernie will retire from Wayne State University this month. 

In April, AMY SHELDON presented "The interaction between verbal and nonverbal strategies for negotiating conflict 
in pretend play" at a symposium on Metacommunication, Conflict, and lntersubjectivity in Pretend Play at the 1997 
Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development, Washington. Also in April, she gave an invited 
talk on feminist mothering at the University of Delaware and gave a lecture in Introduction to Women's Studies. 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 

SHANNON SKARPHOL KAML presented "Creation of Meaning in the Visual Texts of the Guerrilla Girls" at the 
International Communication Association Annual Conference in Montreal. 

DANNY MOLDEN has accepted a one year fixed term Assistant Professorship at St. Cloud State University. 

\..... NATHAN STORMER has accepted a tenure track Assistant Professorship at the University of Maine, Orono. 

KATHLEEN TORRENS has accepted a tenure track Assistant Professorship at Kent State University- Stark Campus, 
in Canton, Ohio. 



RECENT DEGREES 
Ph.D. 

KATHLEEN M. TORRENS 
"Dress Reform in THE SIBYL, 1856-1864" 

Adviser: Karlyn Kohrs Campbell 

M.A. 

LISA JACKMAN 
Adviser: Rosita Albert 

JENNIFER STROMER-GALLEY 
"Political Communication Online: A Case Study of Bob Dole's Website" 

Adviser: Karlyn Kohrs Campbell 

B.A. SUMME CUM LAUDE 

AARON MOWREY 
"The Internationalization at Audio-Visual Media and the 

European Community" 
Adviser: Donald R. Browne 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

The George Montgomery and Anna Florence Frizelle Reid Memorial Award 
Winner: TAMMY SWENSON LEPPER 

The Stuart A. Lindman Broadcasting Award 
Winner: AARON MOWREY 

The Arle and Billy Haeberle Graduate Student Award 
Winner: NAOMI ROCKLER 

The Arle and Billy Haeberle Undergraduate Student Award 
Winner: SUNDAE RAE BEAN 

The Arle and Billy Haeberle Graduate Student Research Award 
Winner: SUE WILDERMUTH 

The Marguerite Garden Jones Graduate Student Award 
Winner: BRYAN SEYFARTH 

The Marguerite Garden Jones Graduate Student Award 
Winner: RANDY GEURTS 

The Robert L. Scott Outstanding Service to the Department Book Award 
Winner: JENNIFER STROMER-GALLEY 

Graduate Student Research Supplemental Funds 
Winners: KARYL J. DAUGHTERS, TAMMY SWENSON LEPPER, BRYAN SEYFARTH 

SUE WILDERMUTH, WILLIAM C. WITTKOPF 

Graduate Student Travel Funds 
Winners: ROBERT BROOKEY, JOSH GUNN, JENNIFER HOVLAND, JENNIFER McGEE, 
DAN MOLDEN, NAOMI ROCKLER, COREY SCHLOSSER-HALL, BRYAN SEYFARTH, 

SHANNON SKARPHOL KAML, JENNIFER STROMER-GALLEY, LAURIE SWABEY 

Thank you for your "Bits and Pieces" for com posting. Your editors wish you a restful and relaxing summer 
In August we will do our "Special Alumni COMMPOST" so please send in lots of alumni "Bits and Pieces." 

J 
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Now that I have the attention of all you alums, I'll forewarn you that I'm going to be making 
another of those pleas for your financial support in about a month--just as you're getting ready 
to think about those charitable institutions you'll assist before the end of the year! So, 
remember, we got our claim to your affections out to you before any of those other doubtless-
not-quite-so-worthy groups. (/ -) 

SeonGi Baek (Ph.D. 1989) accepted a position as Associate Professor in the Department of---t •"
Communication at Sung-Kun Kwan University, Seoul, Korea. 

Charles Bantz (M.A. 1973), Vice Provost, Arizona State University has the responsibility for 
all academic programs on the main campus. This includes new programs, courses, and student 
appeals of academic decisions. In addition, he will now serve as Director of University 
Continuous Improvement which coordinates efforts to improve services, quality, and control 
costs. 

At least two of our alums, Bob Bevard (B.A. 1978) and Loren "Bud" Ekroth (Ph.D. 1967) 
are active public speaking educators in non-academic settings. Bob has his own firm (Bob 
Bevard & Associates in San Antonio, Texas) while Bud is National Speakers Association 
President (Hawaii chapter) for 1997-98. Bud is also developing a newsletter for nonprofit 
organizations, "The Non-profit Entrepreneur." 

Mary Elizabeth Bezanson (B.A.1978) was one of seven faculty to receive Ford Global Scholar 
Awards as part of a Ford Foundation grant given to University of MN, Morris and Concordia 
College, Moorhead, MN. The focus of these awards is to develop global and international 
curricula at both institutions. 

Douglas Boyd (Ph.D. 1992) and Catherine A. Luther's (Ph.D. candidate in the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of Minnesota) article "American 
Occupation Control over Broadcasting in Japan, 1945-1952" was published in the Spring 
1997 Journal of Communication. In his spare time Doug cor.tinues to serve as Dean in the 
College of Communications and Information Studies, University of Kentucky. 



Dawn Braithwaite (Ph.D. 1988) just finished serving as the Interim Director of the ...J 
Gerontology Program at Arizona State University West. Currently she is co-editing Handbook 
of Communication for People with Disabilities: Research and Application with Theresa 
Thompson and is at the early planning stages of another book with Julia Wood. 

Department friend Charles Braithwaite spent eight months living at a residential community 
college on the Navajo Nation in northern Arizona, doing research on Navajo cultural practices 
in education. Articles will be in Communication Education & About Campus on his research. 

Leila Brammer (Ph.D. 1995) accepted a two year visiting assistant professor position at 
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN. 

Barry Brummett (Ph.D. 1978) spent part of his spring term visiting area schools in the Twin 
Cities area. He lectured at the U of MN and at Macalester College on the rhetoric of machine 
aesthetics, at Augsburg College on apocalyptic rhetoric, and at St. Thomas University on 
culture centered rhetorical theory and criticism. He has a contract for an edited anthology on 
the history of rhetorical theory with Harcourt, Brace that will be finished during this fall and 
then he plans to return to the book project on the rhetoric of machine aesthetics. 

Kathleen Ann Chisholm (Ph.D. 1992) accepted a tenure track Assistant Professor position 
at California State University, Northridge. 

Adrienne Christiansen (Ph.D. 1990) was elected President of the Macalester Faculty 
Association. 

Cora Ann Clark (Ph.D. 1994) is currently enrolled in law school in the D.C. area. She spent 
the summer traveling in Australia. 

John Cragan (Ph.D. 1972) and Donald Shields (Ph.D. 1974) published Understanding 
Communication Theory: Communicative Forces for Human Action (Allyn & Bacon: 1998) 
which cites numerous Minnesota research figures in their discussion of theory. 

Sister Sharon Dei (Ph.D. 1989) has returned from Nigeria and is now settling into a new job 
serving as the Interprovincial Communications Coordinator for the North American provinces 
of her congregation in Pittsburgh, PA. She will be publishing a monthly newsletter, doing 
various other publication requests, and serving as a communications person for various groups. 

Thomas deRanitz (B.A. 1987) accepted a position as Associate Director of Marketing in the 
Office of University Relations, University of Minnesota, Mpls., MN. 

Bonnie Dow's (Ph.D. 1990) article "Politicizing Voice" was published in the Spring 1997 
edition of Western Journal of Communication. 

-2-



' ,.._., 

Thomas Endres (Ph.D. 1986), University of St. Thomas, will become President of the 
Communication and Theater Association of Minnesota in September. 

Robert Hariman (Ph.D. 1979), Drake University, has been named to the editorial board of 
a new journal--Rhetoric and Public Affairs. Karlyn Kohrs Campbell (Ph.D. 1968) will also 
serve on this board. 

Susan Hatfield (Ph.D. 1990) is now the director of long range planning and assessment at 
Winona State University. She will continue to chair the Communication Studies Department. 

Sara Hayden's (Ph.D. 1994) article "Re-Claiming Bodies of Knowledge: An Exploration of 
the relationship Between Feminist Theorizing the Feminine Style in the Rhetoric of the Boston 
Women's Health Book Collective" was published in the Spring 1997 edition of Western 
Journal of Communication. 

Laurie Hayes (B.A. 1966) will be come Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies at Colorado 
State University, Fort Collins, CO and a tenured Professor in the Department of Speech 
Communication. 

Department friend James Hayes is also moving to Colorado. He has given up his newly 
tenured position at Augsburg College to assume a special appointment A$sistant Professor 
position for an initial three-year term in the Department of Speech Communication. 

Thomas Hollihan (B.A. 1974) is now Associate Director of the Annenberg School of 
Communication, University of Southern California. Hollihan also accompanied a team of 
debaters from the U.S. on their tour of Japan this past spring. 

Michael Holmes (Ph.D. 1991) is Assistant Professor in the University of Utah Department 
of Communication. He says he spends too much time creating Web sites for the University 
of Utah Undergraduate Studies and the Communication Theory home page. He also served 
as assistant guest editor for a recent double issue of Communication Studies devoted to 
ethnography of communication. 

Yoshihisa "Sam" ltaba (Ph.D. 1995), currently an Assistant Professor of Speech 
Communication at Kanda University of International University (Chiba, Japan), received an 
Overseas Research Grant from the Ministry of Education and conducted research in rhetorical 
studies at the University of Minnesota from July 17, 1997 to August 30, 1997. 

James Klumpp (Ph.D. 1973), University of Maryland, is editing the proceedings of the 
eleventh NCA/ AFA conference on argumentation held in Alta, Utah, this summer. Faculty 
members Edward Schiappa and Robert Scott also attended the Cuf1ference where they met, 
in addition to Klumpp, five former Minnesotans: Sandra Berkowitz (Ph.D. 1994), Wayne 
State University; Thomas Hollihan, Patricia Riley, Douglas Thomas (Ph.D. 1992) all from 
University of Southern California; and William Lewis (Ph.D. 1982), Drake University. 

-3-



Jolene Koester {Ph.D 1980) is Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at California ..,) 
State University, Sacramento. Ron Lustig and Koester are in the process of writing the third 
editioai of their book, Intercultural Competence: Interpersonal Communication Across 
Cultures. 

Katherine Johnson {ABD) accepted a one year instructor position at St. John's University, 
Collegeville, MN. 

Kathryn Kelley {Ph.D. 1989) has been awarded tenure at Winona State University. This year 
she is teaching in Akita, Japan. 

Becky Kroll {Ph.D. 1981) is Senior Project Associate at Rainbow Research, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to assist socially concerned organizations to be more effective. 
Past clients include Ford, Mott, Kellogg, and Pew Foundations. 

Rebecca Lind {Ph.D. 1992) is returning to the University of IL, Chicago after spending two 
years here as a Visiting Assistant Professor. During this time she worked on several projects 
wirh colleague David Rarick and several graduate students. Presently she is organizing a district 
meeting of the Broadcast Education Association in the Twin Cities this September. 

Ann Lowrey (Ph.D. 1990) has accepted the position of Acting Associate Academic Dean at 
the College of Catherine, St. Paul, MN. J 
After serving as manager of the public (and only) radio station in Wrangell, Alaska for six 
years, Doug Samimi Moore (M.A. 1988) moved to the big city of Juneau, Alaska in 1992 
as Executive Director of the Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission. For the past two years, 
he has been Project Manager for the Alaska Satellite Interconnection Project, also in Juneau. 
His son Jorma is a CLA student at the University of Minnesota. 

Patricia Palmerton (Ph.D. 1984) was promoted to Full Professor at Hamline University, St. 
Paul, MN. She will also serve as Department Chair for 1997-1998 academic year. 

Gerald Pepper (Ph.D. 1986), Associate Professor at the University of Minnesota, Duluth 
recently published two textbooks called Fundamentals of Public Speaking and Communicating 
in Organizations: A Cultural Approach. He also has served as editor of the Communication 
and Theater Association of Minnesota Journal for three years and has also been president of 
our state communication association. This fall he will receive recognition as a Distinguished 
University College Professor at UMD. 

Debra Petersen (Ph.D. 1990} received tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor at 
the Un!versity of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN. 
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Jeremy Rose (Ph.D. 1994) has accepted a position as a Trial Consultant at the National Jury 
Project, the oldest trial consultant firm in the country. He credits his success to Dr. Bormann 
and all the great things he taught him about small group communication and persuasion. 

Donald Rubin (Ph.D. 1978) and Donald Turk's (Ph.D. student at the University of Georgia) 
article "The Basic Communication Course: Options for Accommodating Non-Native Speakers 
of Mainstream North American English" was published in the Journal of the Association for 
Communication Administration, May 1997. 

lnge Steglitz (Ph.D. 1993) has accepted a full-time position at Michigan State University 
serving as Educational Programs Coordinator in the Study Abroad Office. 

John Stone (Ph.D. 1990) currently serves as the Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and 
Continuing Education at the University of Wisconsin, Whitewater. John misses classroom 
teaching but credits his administrative expertise to things he learned from his hero -- R. Scott. 

Shinobu Suzuki (Ph.D. 1994)is teaching as an Assistant Professor at Hokaido Tokai 
University, Sapporo, Japan. While Dr. Suzuki did not give us the exact title, one of her works 
will appear in the upcoming September issue of Human Communication Research. 

Michele Zurakowski (Ph.D. 1992) has been appointed Chair of the Department of Speech
Communication at The College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, MN. 

Eunkyong Lee Yook (Ph.D. 1996) accepted an Assistant Professor position at James Madison 
University, Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

SENIOR FACULTY 

Emeritus Ernest G. Bormann has returned from teaching the spring term (April 3 to July 15) 
at the Intercultural Communication Institute of Kala University of International Studies where 
he taught a graduate seminar in Communication Theory and undergraduate courses in the 
History and Criticism of North American Rhetoric and in the History of Communication 
Studies in America. He also lectured at Nanzan University, Kanda University and at the 
Kanda Institute in Tokyo., He also met with Asaka Uehara (Ph.D. 1986) whom he is 
coauthoring a book on communication to be published in Japan. 

Donald R. Browne is hard at work on Electronic Media and Industrialized Nations, a major 
revision of his 1 989 book Comparing Broadcast Systems. The electronic world has changed 
a lot in ten years, so about half of the old book had to be chopped! It is under contract with 
Iowa State University Press, and should appear in print in latP fa!!, 1 998. 
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Emeritus William S. Howell continues to win most of his daily table tennis matches with 
opponents from his home at Becketwood in Minneapolis, MN. His wife ]essie has had some 
recent health problems but Dr. Howell reports she is recovering nicely and doing quite well. 
Department friends wish both ]essie and Bill good health and many more y~:)rs of happiness. 
(Cards and notes can be sent to the department and we will forward them on to the Howell's.) 

When Emeritus ]. Vernon Jensen is not golfing or playing tennis with his grandsons, he 
continues to write books. Ethical Issues in the Communication Process was recently published 
by Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Mahwah, N]. 

Terry A. Kinney has been awarded a $40,000 grant from the Otto Bremer Foundation and 
a $5,000 grant from Project Reach, Allin a Foundation to examine the effects of hate speech 
on adolescents. 

Starting September 1, 1997 Edward Schiappa will serve a three year term as editor of 
Argumentation and Advocacy, the quarterly journal of the American Forensic Association. 
This is the largest United States academic organization concerned with the study of 
argumentation. Alumni and department faculty on the editorial board include Karlyn Kohrs 
Campbell (Ph.D. 1968), Bonnie ]. Dow (Ph.D. 1990), Robert Hariman (Ph.D. 1979), 
]ames Klumpp (Ph.D. 1973) and Robert L. Scott. 

Robert L. Scott has returned to the Department of Speech-Communication after serving for 
two years as the Director of the School of Journalism and Mass Communication. 

Emeritus George Shapiro spent winter quarter in Sun City, Arizona playing telephone jokes 
on department former faculty and alumni, Vice Provost Charles Bantz (M.A. 1973) at 
Arizona State University, Phoenix, AZ. One of Bantz's responsibilities is to handle complaints 
to the university administration so when George called claiming he was an old hockey player 
that the governor wanted to appoint to the Board of Regents, Charles took his plea to make 
up a 2 5 year old incomplete seriously, even calling Bea Dehler to see if she could help him 
track down information on the student. Needless to say, our dear George had a great laugh 
over the whole incident and that hockey player was not appointed to the Board of Regents! 

Mary Vavrus has successfully defended her dissertation and now joins the ranks as Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Speech-Communication. We welcome Mary and wish her a 
happy, mosquito-free life here at the University of Minnesota. 

Kirt Wilson presented an essay entitled "Decorum and the Civil Rights Act of 1875: A Study 
in Cultural and Discursive Transformation" at the Eleventh Biennial Conference of the 
International Society for the History of Rhetoric, University of Saskatchewan, July 21, 1997. 
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GRADUATE STUDENTS 

Melanie Hohertz has accepted a positic;, as a senior associate in Coopers & Lybrand, LLP 
Human Resources Advisory Group Communication Department in Minneapolis, MN. 

Basma Ibrahim has accepted a one year instructor position at Concordia College, St. Paul, 
MN. 

Shelley Smith accepted a position as Associate Education Specialist with the Office of Human 
Resources at the University of Minnesota. Her new job will center around preparing Ph.D. 
students for academic and professional careers. Duties include teaching how to teach, how to 
give professional presentations, and basic communication skills such as conflict resolution, small 
group communication, and interviewing. 

RECENT PH.D. DEGREES 

TOMAS KL V ANA 
"Ironies of the Iron Lady: 

Rhetorical Analysis of Margaret Thatcher's Foreign Policy Persona" 
Adviser: Robert L. Scott 

GARY LARSON 
"Resisting Convention--Affirming Subjectivity: 

A Fantasy Theme Analysis of Racialized Discourse on Internet Relay Chat" 
Adviser: David L. Rarick 

Thank you for your "Bits and Pieces" for composting. Next COMMPOST: October, 1997. 
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Special National Communication Association 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

460 Folwell Hall 
9 Pleasant Street S. E. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Vol. 14, No.7 

Editor: Beatrice Dehler Secretary: Donald R. Browne 

By the time this issue of Commpos( reaches you, I'll have had the joy of seeing many of you 
at the NCA Convention. I hope that you'll have had the joy of hearing one or more of the 
excellent presentations made by our faculty and graduate students. Unfortunately, it's 
becoming more and more expensive to assist the latter in meeting the cost of their 
transportation, lodging and needs when attending NCA and other conventions. College and 
university support for those activities is nil, as it's always been. We do what we can out of 
our departmental budget, but our supplemental funding sources (primarily from teaching 
"inloads" of Extension students) are being squeezed. A number of you have given (and 
given and given!) to our Grad Student Travel Fund--now our largest source of support for 
graduate students. We truly appreciate that. If you can give more this year, or if you 
haven't donated before, you know that it's for a good cause. Many of ~ou ill have just 
seen and heard fresh proof of that! 

Warm Thanks, 

SENIOR FACULTY CONVENTION PARTICIPATION 

ROSITA ALBERT (with Eunkong Yook) 
Paper "Effects of the Intercultural Sensitizer, Role Play, and Disclosure on 

Audience Reactions to Non-Native Speakers" 
Paper "Cross-cultural Differences of the Perceptions of Appropriateness of 

Negotiation" 

KARL YN KOHRS CAMPBELL, Respondent 
1) Nineteenth-Century Women's Rights Activists: Celebrating the 

Centrality of Women 
2) Gerda Lerner on the Feminist Thought of Sarah Grimke 

Cynics and the Diatribe, 2 5 years Later 
Encomium in honor of the retirement of Wil A. Linkugel 

BECKY L. OMDAHL 
Seminar Series Teaching Courses on Communication and Emotion for Undergraduate 

and Graduate Students 
Paper "The Use of Comforting Strategies by Americans and Israelis" 

DAVID L. RARICK (with Rebecca Lind, Tammy Swenson-Lepper, & Basma Ibrahim) 
Paper "Patterns of Ethical Sensitivity in TV News Viewers" 



EDWARD SCHIAPPA 
Paper "Toward a Pragmatic Approach to Definition: Wetlands and the Politics 

Panel Chair 
Respondent 

ROBERT L. SCOTT 
Respondent 

MARY VAVRUS 
Paper 

KIRT WILSON 
Paper 

of Meaning" 
The Centrality of Aristotle's Rhetoric in Public Deliberation 
Orality, Literacy, and Electronic Communication: Implications for 
Rhetorical Research in the 2 1 st Century 

The Epistemic View: Thirty Years Later 

"Political Women and the Postfeminist Construction of Consumption" 

"Emersonian Political Style and its Influence on Mid-Nineteenth
Century Politics" 

GRADUATE STUDENT CONVENTION PARTICIPATION 

ROBERT BROOKEY 
Respondent 
Panel Chair 

JOSHUAGUNN 
Poster Session 

Paper 

INAH HA 
Paper 

SANG-CHUL LEE 
Paper 

PAUL MACKEY 
Panel Chair 

Paper 

Competitive Papers I: Gay and Lesbian Visibility in Popular Culture 
The Epistemic View: Thirty Years Later 

"Agency and Purpose in the Bedroom: A Neo-Burkean Analysis of 
The New Joy of Sex" (Debut paper) 
"Fin De Siecle II: The Interested Straight and Gothic Subculture" 

"Korean Student's Views of North American Patterns of Behaviors in 
Educational and Social Settings" 

"Transformation of Modern Korean Presidential Campaign Rhetoric, 
Forms, Genres, and Formats in 1992 and 1997" 

Creating an Experiential Learning Environment with Games, Exercises 
and Activities 
"The Myth of Victor )ara: A Rhetorical Perspective" 

JULIE MACTAGGART (was awarded Honorable Mention in poster session competition) 
Poster Session "A Bakahtinian Analysis of the Rhetoric of the Mid-Nineteenth ., 

Century English Women's Rights Movement" 
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DAN MOLDEN 
Panel Chair Mapping Cultural China: Communication, Media, and Identity in 

Transition 

MICHAEL NETZLEY 
Paper 

ANGELA RAY 
Paper 

Paper 

"Qualifications Versus Suitability: Team Roles and the Changing Face 
of T earn Leadership" 

"The Rhetoric of Men's Earrings: Ambiguous Abnormality or 
Equipment for Living?" 
'"In my Own Hand Writing': Benjamin Banneker Addresses the 
Slaveholder of Monticello." 

NAOMI ROCKLER 
Paper "Poaching from the Circle of Life: The Lion King and Media Criticism" 

SHANNON SKARPHOL KAML 
Paper 
Paper 

Paper 

"Hope for the Pro-woman Agenda of the Guerrilla Girls?" 
"Nature and Gender as Semiotic Constructors of the Disposable 
Worker in Norma Rae" 
"Work and Pleasure in Decoding the Guerrilla Girls' Visual Texts" 

MICHAEL TIFFANY 
Paper "Rhetorical Activity in its 'Places': Aristotle's Decidedly Practical Art 

of Rhetoric" 

OTHER DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Bryan Seyfarth has recently accepted a job as a manager for COGOS Consulting, Inc. 
COGOS is a start up company that develops and implements advanced groupware systems for 
a variety of organizations. This position enables Bryan to continue his interest in 
communication technology and continue working with former University of Minnesota 
Professor M. Scott Poole. 

Recent Ph.D. Degrees 

Shelley Smith 
"Issues and Strategies for Negotiating Intercultural Identity: 
Case Studies in Communication Competence in Reentry" 

Advisers: Donald Browne & R. Michael Paige 

Nathan Stormer 
"Body of Abortion's Memory: It Is Done!" 

Adviser: Karlyn Kohrs Campbell 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

BONNIE J. DOW {Ph.D. 1990} received the Emily Toth Prize from the Popular Culture 
Association/ American Culture Association for best feminist book-length study of popular 
culture. She also won the annual book award from the Organization for the Study of 
Communication, Language, and Gender. Both awards were to recognize her book Prime Time 
Feminism. 

MITCHELL HAMMER'S {Ph.D. 1980} work focusing on hostage negotiations has led him to 
work with the F.B.I. and other law enforcement agencies on issues relating to negotiations. 
As a result of this expertise, he was asked to analyze two letters that might have been written 
by the Unabomber. He was also asked to analyze the Tupac Amaru rebels' takeover of the 
Japanese embassy in Peru. Currently he is working with the Secret Service on ways threats 
against the lives of the President and other government officials can be assessed as to the level 
of seriousness. 

BRIAN NUMAINVILLE {M.A. 1983} has been promoted to Director of Research at Nash 
Finch Company. Brian is responsible for consumer, site location, and various types of 
research. 

LINDA PUTNAM {Ph.D. 1976} was named International Communication Association 
President-elect. 

CAROL SCHAFFER {M.A. 1988} has accepted the position as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Freeport, IL. 

Thank you for your "Bits and Pieces" for composting. Next COMMPOST: February, 1998. 
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