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These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, 
nor are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Debrief Panel of Discussion; Update on Wilson Library and Collection 
Storage; Discussion of Priorities for Next Year] 
  
PRESENT: Irene Duranczyk (chair), Theresa Beaulieu, Michelle Brasure, John Butler, LeAnn 
Dean, Lori Helman, Bo Hu, Wendy Lougee, Daniel Pesut, Joanne Richardson, Matthew 
Rosendahl, Mary Beth Sancomb-Moran, Richard Nho, Sina Roughani, Tim St. Claire, Jill Trites, 
Marlo Welshons 
  
REGRETS: Courtney Billing, Connie Lenz, Evan Roberts, Owen Williams 
  
ABSENT: Claire Dahl, Hikaru Peterson, Reilly Ruechel 
  
GUESTS: Shaan Hamilton, director, Finance and Facilities; Claire Stewart, associate university 
librarian for research and learning, University Libraries 
  
1. Debrief Panel of Discussion 
Chair Irene Duranczyk called the meeting to order and asked members to share their takeaways 
from the panel discussion at the February meeting. Members shared the following feedback: 

● Each campus has its unique strengths and challenges, but there are commonalities, as 
well. 

● The libraries are doing amazing work and offer a wide range of resources, which often 
goes unrecognized and underappreciated. 

● Students’ participation was very insightful. 
● Budgetary constraints and space are issues for all of the libraries. 
● The Rochester Library’s innovative structure is a preview of the future of libraries. 
● Information literacy and library research skills continue to be areas in which students 

need more instruction. 
● Faculty could do a better job of using library resources and integrating these into their 

courses. 
 
2. Update on Wilson Library and Collection Storage 
Duranczyk welcomed Shaan Hamilton, director, Finance and Facilities, and Claire Stewart, 
associate university librarian for research and learning, University Libraries, who gave an update 
on the proposed Wilson Library renovation and addition of collection storage facilities. These 
projects are nearing the end of their pre-design phase, and a request for funding the design phase 
for these two initiatives is currently before the Minnesota state legislature. The rationales for 
these projects are: 



● There has been a decrease in Wilson Library user seating of about 800 seats since 1968 
● There has been an increase in Wilson Library collections storage, which was built to 

house about 1.5 million volumes, and now houses about 3.4 million volumes 
● The caverns and other Twin Cities libraries are also at capacity 

 
The vision for Wilson Library is that it will be an academic hub, a home for student success, a 
place to engage with the University’s rich print and digital collections, an energizing, productive 
environment, and contain varied and flexible spaces for collaboration and research. 
 
Stewart shared a series of visuals demonstrating potential plans for Wilson Library. The format 
would be modular, so that space could be reconfigured over time. The first floor would be 
opened up with windows instead of opaque walls, and would feature an additional entrance 
facing Blegen Hall, collaborative space, reader space, SMART Learning Commons, staff space, 
and the cafe. It would also feature an atrium, to draw users up to higher floors. 

 
The second floor would focus on research and would house the subject area specialists, the maps 
collection, and an expanded GIS lab, as well as labs for data visualization and perhaps gaming 
and virtual reality research. 



 
 
The third floor is not included in the current budget proposal, but the vision for the third floor 
includes the East and South Asian Libraries, reader seating and hubs for scholarly communities, 



such as researchers, international students, faculty, etc.

 
Half of the fourth floor, which is included in the current budget request, would house staff. A 
portion of the fourth floor and fifth floor spaces, which are not included in the current budget 
request, would be renovated for a new event space. The event space would require punching 
through the ceiling, but would be a resource for all of the West Bank, which currently lacks a 
good event space. 
 
The basement would include classrooms and instruction space. 
 
Regarding the proposed storage facility, the University has recently purchased Murphy 
Warehouse, and the idea is to renovate buildings 36 and 37 to create an 
environmentally-controlled storage space to accommodate storage needs over the next 20 years 
(estimated at 4.6 million volumes). A back-up plan would be to renovate one of the two 
buildings to accommodate five years of storage needs. 
 
The University has allocated $60 million to renovate both Murphy and Wilson, and it would cost 
about $40 million to renovate both Murphy Warehouse buildings. To renovate the first, second, 
and part of the fourth floor of Wilson Library, the cost is estimated at about $30 million. 
 



The design phase is expected to cost around $6 million, with the University planning to fund ⅓ 
of that and asking the legislature to fund the remaining ⅔. If the state legislature provides 
funding for the design phase in 2017, then design would take place over the 2017-18 academic 
year, and a legislative request for construction funding would take place during next year’s 
legislative session. If this is approved, construction would take place from 2018-2020. 
 
Wendy Lougee said that although storage is not an exciting thing to fund, it is necessary. If 
storage is compromised in order to do more renovations on Wilson Library, storage space will be 
depleted in five years. Lougee added that if the Health Sciences Education building is funded, 
there are plans to move the Biomedical Library to a smaller space there, which would require 
storing part of that collection. She added that there is typically about one chance for a library 
project to be funded at the legislature every 20 years, so this request is critical. Stewart said that 
if the project is funded, it would be a shame not to make visible changes to Wilson Library, 
which could also catalyze changes to the West Bank, and Lougee said there is some development 
potential for unfunded aspects of the project, but that funding is more likely for Wilson Library 
than for storage. 
 
3. Discussion of Priorities for Next Year 
Duranczyk then asked members to brainstorm ideas for next year. The following priorities 
emerged: 

● The data refuge movement - what is the library’s role as a conduit to get sensitive data to 
safe places such as Canada? 

● Letter of support for the compact process 
● Student success study - the Office of Institutional Research conducted a survey of about 

about 5,000 students to measure student success and contributing factors. It might be nice 
to have an update on that study at the beginning of the academic year. 

● Information literacy and collaboration between faculty and library staff to enhance this 
goal 

● Visit from core subject librarians 
● Look at graduate and professional student issues, as this year was more focused on 

undergraduates 
● Testing space, in conjunction with the Disabilities Issues Committee 
● Academic Support Services 
● Partnership for Affordable Content 

 
Hearing no further discussion, Duranczyk thanked members for their service over the year and 
adjourned the meeting. 
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