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FEATURE STORIES

David R. Johnson to Step Down as ICI

Director in 2018

After 20 years at the helm of ICI, David R. Johnson will step

down as Director in September 2018. Far from slowing down,

he will transition to full-time faculty within the University of

Minnesota's Department of Organizational Leadership, Policy

and Development (OLPD), where he currently holds a 50

percent appointment. "I want to thank you for the opportunity

to serve as your Director for the past 20 years," Johnson said in

an internal announcement to his staff. "It has been my privilege to be a part of this organization and you

should all be proud of what we have accomplished, and will continue to accomplish." Over the next year,

the Dean's Of�ce at the University's College of Education and Human Development will conduct a

national search. More information about the search process will be shared as available.

Johnson's mark in the �eld of disability services will be lasting. He has been with ICI since its inception in

1985, an authority in research areas including post-school outcomes, school completion, state systems

change, cost-bene�t analysis, and other policy related research. Johnson has published more than 100

book chapters, journal articles, research monographs, technical reports, and products on several of the

above-mentioned topics and more. We thank him for his leadership and will forever be indebted to him

for his contributions and tireless commitment to people with disabilities and their families.

Biggest-Ever Class of MN LEND Fellows Complete a Transformative Year
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On May 4, 26 MN LEND Fellows received their Certi�cate of

Completion from MN LEND Director, Amy Hewitt, recognizing

the culmination of their year-long appointment with

the Minnesota Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental

and Related Disabilities (MN LEND) Program  of ICI. The MN

LEND Fellow class of 2016-17 was the largest since the

fellowships began in 2011. Each year the MN LEND, which is

funded by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services, selects

outstanding graduate/postgraduate students and community

members to become Fellows. In partnership with other academic departments at the University, the

LEND offers Fellows a unique interdisciplinary training experience that prepares them for leadership in

serving children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, other neurodevelopmental and related disabilities,

and their families, in health care, education, human services, and policy settings.

This year's Fellows were Sahaam Abdi, Julia Anderson, Kathryn ("Katie") Anderson, Kathryn ("KT")

Curry, Sharyn DeZelar, Marianne Elmquist, Afton Emich, Rachel Franz, Dan Hat�eld, Abdi Hussein,

Kristen Kessler, Ismahan ("Izzy") Mohamed, Fatima Molas, Kelli Morrell (pictured), Michelle Olson, Kate

Onyeneho, Quannah Parker-McGowan, Deeqo Qanyare, John ("Jack") Reagan, Heidi Reick, Sarah

Shraufnagel, Elizabeth ("Liz") Sharer, James Taborda-Whitt, Liliana Torres Nordahl, Lucy Wasserburg,

and Joe Wentzel. Congratulations to all!

When asked what they gained from their MN LEND experience, this year's cohort had much to say,

including:

"Overall LEND provided both a breadth and depth into the disability world that it would have

taken decades to acquire otherwise."

"My year with LEND has shown me how compassion, dedication, and curiosity can connect all

people; LEND is a beautiful example of how multiple viewpoints are imperative in creative

problem solving."

"We LEND Fellows were never given the answers; rather, we were challenged to come up with

our own solutions for how to create a community that includes and welcomes people with

neurodevelopmental disabilities."

"I learned so much about different disciplines and the family's experience that have given me a

more holistic approach toward caring for my patients."

"The experience I gained during the LEND program will improve my chance to advocate for my

son and others affected by autism: I am a parent with a purpose."

Armenian Delegations Visit ICI to Promote Inclusive Education
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Two delegations from Armenia visited ICI in April as part of a

UNICEF Armenia-funded project known as Enhancing the

Inclusion of Children and Youth with Disabilities in Armenia:

University of Minnesota/Armenian State Pedagogical

University Partnership. The nine visitors spent two weeks at

ICI, meeting with Renáta Tichá and Brian Abery, who are ICI's

co-directors on the project, and visiting other sites in

Minnesota related to inclusive education. "Self-advocacy and

advocacy for people with disabilities were two important

concepts the delegations wanted to learn about and to explore

with ICI colleagues and with self-advocates," says Tichá. The delegations included Karine Harutyunyan,

the Deputy Minister of Education of Armenia; Mher Melik-Bakhshyan, the Pro-rector of Special

Education at Armenian State Pedagogical University (ASPU); as well as additional ASPU faculty and

several education of�cers from UNICEF Armenia.

The trips exposed the visitors to different inclusive environments and practices for children, youth, and

adults with disabilities in Minnesota. They visited sites around the Twin Cities, including the Minnesota

Department of Education, Fraser School, White Bear Lake Public Schools, LDA Minnesota, Simon

Technology Center, and Shirley Moore Lab School (pictured). They also met with ICI Director David R.

Johnson, Jean Quam, Dean of the College of Education and Human Development; and Frank Symons, the

College's Associate Dean for Research and Policy.

During their visits, the team discussed ways of adapting and adopting different inclusive practices to

Armenian schools and in the teacher preparation program at ASPU. The team also discussed the

development of a guidebook on inclusive education for Armenia as well as a documentary being

produced by ICI's Jerry Smith.

Changing Landscapes Exhibit Realizes

Historic Milestone

ICI's Changing Landscapes project is holding its �rst exhibit

off-campus at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral in downtown

Minneapolis. The project celebrates art and diversity while

supporting artists with disabilities by curating ongoing and

revolving exhibits of their art at the Institute. Now, in a

realization of David and Sheryl Evelo's original intention, this

initiative supporting the memory of their daughter, Stephanie,

will share artwork with the broader community. Julia Anderson, a LEND Fellow who works at the Walker

Art Center, connected ICI with cathedral staff for the opportunity. With the aid of St. Mark's art curator

Gregory McDaniels, ICI staff installed nine pieces from Changing Landscapes' Evelo Permanent

Collection in the cathedral gallery. (In the photograph, the cathedral windows are re�ected in the picture

frame glass of "Tulips Underwater," a painting by the late Stephanie Evelo.) The show opened on Sunday,

May 7 and runs through the end of the month. Committee members from Changing Landscapes will be at
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the cathedral Sundays at 11:30 a.m. to speak with members and answer questions. "This is exciting

because this is our �rst opportunity to showcase Changing Landscapes in a community setting," says

committee member Mark Olson. "It meets our mission of getting artists with disabilities recognized

community-wide."

Olson was on hand on May 7 when the exhibit opened after church services. "Each congregant who came

out of the sanctuary stopped and looked at the art, so we got a chance to reach out about ICI and the

Changing Landscapes initiative." And he adds that Changing Landscapes' outreach does not end on May

31. "We're always looking for new opportunities to display Changing Landscapes elsewhere in the

community. We are looking at churches and coffeehouses now, but are open to other locations as well.

Please reach out to us with your connections."

SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

Featured on ICI's Facebook on May 4, 2017

Anab Gulaid, a Program Coordinator in ICI's Early

Intervention/Autism Spectrum Disorder program area and the

RTC on Community Living, has been lending her expertise as a

public health researcher to the recent measles outbreak in

Minnesota. See latest coverage from National Public Radio.

NEW RELEASES

In-Home and Residential Long-Term Supports and

Services for Persons with Intellectual or

Developmental Disabilities: Status and Trends through

2014

Authors: Sheryl Larson, Heidi Eschenbacher, Lynda Anderson, Brittany Taylor,

Sandra Pettingell, Amy Hewitt, Mary Sowers, and Mary Lee Fay

For more than 30 years, the National Residential Information Systems Project (RISP) at the Research and

Training Center on Community Living has conducted an annual nationwide survey of directors of state

intellectual and developmental disability agencies and large state residential facilities. Based on that

survey, this report describes the status of, and trends in, long-term supports and services for people with

intellectual or developmental disabilities in the U.S. on June 30, 2014. It presents data on individualized

and congregate settings, utilization and expenditures for Medicaid's Home and Community-Based

Waiver (HCBS) and Medicaid's Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities
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program, national longitudinal trends in the utilization of and expenditures for long-term services and

supports, and services and supports provided in state-operated facilities serving 16 or more people with

intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Frontline Initiative: Person-Centered Practices

Editors: Claire Benway and Julie Kramme

This issue of the Frontline Initiative series is for Direct Support Professionals

(DSPs) exploring person-centered practices. The issue brings together voices

on what has been happening in this work around the country. Person-

Centered Thinking is a dynamic skill that considers how a person truly wants

to direct their lives. People who receive services are often expected to conform and �t into routines and

procedures set up by service providers or caregivers. But current service standards, which include state

and federal requirements, are providing more room for person-centered practices. Person-centered

practices are at the forefront as services shift away from a system-centered focus. Published by the

National Alliance for Direct Support Professionals and ICI's Research and Training Center on Community

Living.

Journal Articles Published

"Moving Toward an Inclusive Education System: Lessons from the U.S. And Their Potential Application in

the Czech Republic and Other Central and Eastern European Countries." (April 2017). By Brian Abery,

Renáta Tichá, and Laurie Kincade (nee Grad). Published in Sociální Pedagogika/Social Education, 5(1), 48-

62, doi:10.7441/soced.2017.05.01.03

"Factors Associated with Meeting Physical Activity Guidelines by Adults with Intellectual and

Developmental Disabilities." (March 2017). By Roger J. Stancliffe and Lynda L. Anderson. Published in

Research in Developmental Disabilities, 62, 1-14, doi.org/10.1016/j.ridd.2017.01.009

EVENTS

A Deeper Look at the Frontline Initiative DSP

Newsletter on Person-Centered Support

Free webinar

May 30, 2 p.m. Central Daylight Time

The National Alliance for Direct Support Professionals (NADSP) and

ICI's Research and Training Center on Community Living (RTC-CL) are offering this webinar to explore
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topics covered in their new joint publication (see FYI's New Releases section above). John Raffaele,

NADSP's new Director of Educational Services, will lead the webinar, which include interviews with

authors and a "deeper dive" into the concept of what "person-centered" truly means. One of the speakers

will be Isabelle Lys Houser, the �rst credentialed DSP in Oregon. NADSP is hosting the webinar on its

website. Registration is open.

Freeman to Speak at NASDDDS 2017 Directors

Forum & Mid-Year Conference

June 7-9

Hilton Minneapolis

The theme of this conference is, "Building Community Capacity to Support People with

Challenging Behaviors." On June 8, ICI's Rachel Freeman is on a plenary panel on the topic, "States'

Experiences in Implementing a Comprehensive Positive Behavior Support Model." Registration is open.

Check & Connect Training

June 22-23, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

University of Minnesota Continuing Education and Conference

Center, St. Paul

Check & Connect's Mentor Training is a two-day, in-depth, competency-based training designed to

provide Check & Connect mentors with the information, competencies, and skills they need to be

effective Check & Connect mentor at their local sites. Check & Connect is a student engagement

intervention model to promote students' engagement with school, reduce dropout, and increase school

completion. The model originated from a partnership of researchers, practitioners, parents, and students

led by ICI. Cost: $575 per participant. Register by June 1.

STAFF UPDATES

Jean Echternacht: On April 20, Echternacht presented at the National Council

for Exceptional Children (CEC) conference in Boston on data collected in

"Making A Map/Finding My Way Back (MAP): Supporting Students with IEPs

from the Correctional Facility." On April 26, she presented on the soon-to-be-

released 2017 revised edition of ICI's Expanding the Circle curriculum at the

National Johnson O'Malley American Indian Conference in Albuquerque, NM.

Amy Hewitt: On April 21, Hewitt was a panelist on "Pride not Pity: Disability as Culture," which was part

of the U of M Critical Conversations About Diversity and Justice series.
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Libby Hallas-Muchow: On April 24, Hallas-Muchow was accepted as a LEND

Fellow for the 2017-2018 year. Her fellowship runs August 2017-June 2018.

Jennifer Hall-Lande: On April 25, Hall-Lande (pictured right) co-presented

"Increasing Learn the Signs Act Early and MN Help Me Grow Awareness

Through the Work of Diverse Cultural Delegates" at the Help Me Grow National

Forum in St. Paul. On May 5, Hall-Lande and Anab Gulaid  (pictured left) were

among the co-presenters of "ASD Prevalence Research and Community

Engagement with Somali and Immigrant Families" at the University of Minnesota Autism Initiative Day

2017, which was held at the University's Masonic Children's Hospital. Finally, at the International

Meeting for Autism Research in San Francisco, May 10-13, Hall-Lande co-presented "Differences in the

Behavioral Phenotype of ASD in a Population Sample of Somali, White, Non-Somali Black, and Hispanic

Children," a poster that she co-authored with Gulaid, Amy Esler, Kristin Hamre, Jen Poynter,  Libby

Hallas-Muchow, and Amy Hewitt. This poster was voted best in the "Autism and Developmental

Disabilities" category by CEHD Research Day attendees in March.

Rebecca Dosch Brown, Marianne Elmquist, Quannah Parker-

McGowan, and Joe Timmons: On April 28, Timmons (pictured) and Dosch Brown

presented "Career Planning and Person-Centered Practices: Promoting Valued

Social Roles" at the Autism Society of Minnesota (AuSM) annual conference in

Minneapolis. On April 29 at AuSM, LEND Fellows Parker-McGowan and

Elmquist were among the presenters of "In-Home Positive Behavior Support: Functional Communication

for Children Via Telehealth."

Elizabeth Sharer: On April 27, Sharer received an annual fellowship grant from

the Autism Science Foundation for her research project, "De�ning the Female

Protective Effect in Infants with ASD." She was only one of nine early

career scientists/mentor teams nationwide to receive such a grant. She is

pictured here with her LEND Fellowship certi�cate, which she received on May 4

(see related Feature Story above).

Jeffrey Nurick: On May 12, Nurick presented "Employment First: A Self-Advocate's Perspective" at the

2017 Minnesota Self-Advocacy Conference in Bloomington.
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ALUMNI UPDATES

Tonya Rich: "Participating in the LEND program in 2013-2014 was a unique

opportunity that bridged my transition from clinical care to academia," says Rich.

The LEND Fellow, who has a master's degree and is a registered and licensed

occupational therapist, is now a Ph.D. candidate in the Rehabilitation Science

program at the University of Minnesota's Department of Rehabilitation

Medicine. She is studying non-invasive brain stimulation paired with rehabilitation in children who have

had a stroke to help them reach their goals. Before returning to pursue her Ph.D., Rich worked as an

occupational therapist at Gillette Children's Specialty Healthcare. "The Disability Policy course and

didactics during the LEND program expanded my vision for interdisciplinary research to meet the needs

of children with stroke. Experiencing the LEND program - and seeing the faculty's commitment to engage

the community through research - is still my starting point whenever I develop a research question." Rich

is now working on her dissertation to re�ne the future directions of rehabilitation.
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