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Extra feed given the last month before lambing pays well in the size and strength of lambs. 
Likewise, it induces greater udder development with more milk secreting tissue and, so, results in 
better feeding of the lamb. This was again proved by an experiment conducted at Cambridge Univer
sity, England during the war. The facts gained from these experiments resulted in special feed 
allotments for flocks of pregnant ewes. 

The experiment was run on a smal I band of ewes. During the early part of pregnancy this 
band was fed a rat ion common to the country. The ewes were then divided into two groups and the 
rations changed. One group was fed so as to gain 40 pounds in weight the last six weeks before 
lambing. The other group was fed to lose 10 pounds. 

The benefit of the extra feed given to Group I is shown in the results at lambing time. 
The lambs at birth averaged 12 pounds, while those in Group II, the poorer fed ewes, averaged only 
6 pounds. The lambs from Group I were fully matured, strong, thrifty lambs, while those from 
Group II were not as vigorous. 

The udders of the ewes in Group I were well developed whi Ie in Group II the ewes mi Iked 
poorly. The extra feed given to Group I increased the development of udder tissues and, therefore, 
increased the milk secretion. The experiment resulted in extra feed being allocated to the flocks 
of ewes durin& the last month before lambing. 

If in the war torn countries, short of feed and food, it paid to feed the breeding flock 
better during the month before lambing, it certainly should be a good practice to do the same with 
our breeding flocks here where feed is comparatively plentiful. Many of our flocks are being win
tered well with good nourishing rations; others are on virtually a starvation diet. In either case 
we can st i II improve the outcome at lambing time or correct what might be a bad situat ion. 

Here's what can be done. For the well fed flock we can increase the grain ration the last 
30 days before lambing. If they have been getting a ration of alfalfa hay and corn silage, add t 
pound of oats. Extra feed is needed because tremendous growth is taking place in the lamb within 
the ewe at this time. For the poorly fed ewes, those that have been getting a ration only of wild 
or common hay, grain should be added immediately if only in the amount of t pound per head per day. 
This amount should be increased at least I pound per day the last month before the lambs are born. 
Again oats wi II do the job very weI I. If oats are not avai lable, other grains wi II do. In some 
cases mill feed might be the most practical to feed. Our sheep raisers should try this plan. It 
will give them the same resu It sit gave the Bri t i sh farmers. 

There is still time to make plans for parasite control for later in the winter. Remember, 
worm eggs out on the ground wi II be ki lied by low winter temperature when it drops to 15 above zero 
if the eggs are exposed. Remember also after temperatures go above that any worm eggs on the ground · 
probably remain fertile and are a source of infestation to sheep after they start to graze. So plan 
now to have phenothiazine available for treating the breeding flock later in the winter shortly before 
they go to pasture. In this way, by letting the low temperatures kill the worm eggs on the ground, 
and by treating the sheep on the farm with phenothiazine, we combine clean ground and clean sheep 
for the suouner. Thus the lambs are protected from infestati~n. Then if you use phenothiazine-salt 
mixture at the rate of 1 pound of phenothiazine to 9 pounds of salt while sheep are on pasture, you 
should keep them clean from parasites. 
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