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FALL PLANTING OF WOODY ORNAMENTALS 

Most evergreens can be moved successfully in the fall if they are dug with a 

ball of soil attached and secured with burlap, but take care that the ball doesn't 

dry before planting. 

* * * * 

Dig a hole that is larger than the ball, then set plants so the top of the 

soil ball is one inch below the surface. Fill about half of the hole around the 

ball and tamp lightly. Then fill with water and allow it to settle. Finish 

filling the hole, leaving a slight saucer shaped depression to hold the water for 

later waterings. Mulch to delay soil freezing and water evergreens weekly until 

8011 freezes. 

* * * * 
Large trees can be moved in the fall or winter with a ball of soil, even when 

the lawn is frozen. These large trees can provide instant shade and give the 

landscape an established appearance, but often they don't recover from 

transplanting as quickly as younger trees. Moving large trees requires heavy 

equipment that can damage lawn areas. Many nurseries near the metropolitan areas 

are equipped to move large trees. 

Planting large trees is often a sizeable investment, so selecting a desirable 

tree is important. Homeowners can often select a specific tree from the nursery. 

Select a well shaped tree with a good leader and strong branches. Trees with 

narrow V-shaped crotches should be avoided. Consult Extension Bulletin 2~7, I~oody 

Plants for Ninnesota, 1l for more information on selecting trees. This is available 

from your county extension office. 
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