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September is a good month to plant most spring-flowering bti!b~~~~~ 

always buy the best quality bulbs available. Besides tulips, daffodils, hyacinth 

and c'rocus, there are many smaller bulbs such as scillas, chionodoxas, grape 

hyacinth and snowdrop which can be planted now. 

*** 
Soil for spring-flowering bulbs should be rich, loamy and especially well 

drained. Lighten heavy soils by adding coarse sand and organic matter. If the soil 

is low in organic matter, work in liberal quantities of well rotted manure or 

compost. Use at least 2 bushels for each 100 square feet of area. 

*** 
Before planting bulbs, broadcast a complete fertilizer such as a 5-10-5 over 

the area at a rate of 4 pounds per 100 square feet. Spade deeply to loosen the 

soil to a depth of 7 or 8 inches. 

*** 
All bulbs should be planted in late ' September or early October to give them a 

chance to root and become well established before the ground freezes. There is no 

harm in planting bulbs during early September, although early planting is not 

necessary. 
*** 

Bulbs are planted according to the kind and type of soil. In general, bulbs 

should be planted deeper in light, sandy soil than in heavier soil. Tulips, 

daffodils and hyacinths are usually planted from 6 to 8 inches below the soil 

surface. Distance between the bulbs should be about the same as the recommended 

depth. Smaller bulbs such as crocus, grape hyacinths and snowdrops should be . 

planted 3 to 4 inches deep. *** 
Bulb plantings should be mulched for the winter. This is especially true if 

they are growing on an exposed site where freezing and thawing often occurs during 

the winter. To avoid this problem, you can place a mulch of marsh hay 6 to 8 inches 

deep over the plantings. # # # 
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