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PRUNING LANDSCAPE MA.TERIALS 

The good landscape planting is no better than its maintenance. As spring rolls 

around it is necessary to remove the dead wood, improve the shape and forms of trees 

and shrubs and in some cases actually rejuvenate the shrub itself. 

**** 
Trees and shrubs to prune now are all those which do not bloom in early spring. 

Shrubs such as rugosa rose, spirea, and dogwoods all may be pruned at this time. 

Evergreens are usually pruned in the spring as growth begins. The junipers, yews and 

arborvitae may be pruned until June 15. 

**** 
Almost all shade trees ex~ept birch, maple and oak can be pruned during the 

spring. Maple and birch can be pruned after they have leafed out -- oaks should be 

pruned in January or February. Oak trees should not be pruned at this season because 

of incidence of oak wilt disease. 

**** 
The home owner is often concerned because some trees are prone to bleed quite 

heavily. Rarely does the bleeding actually cause a problem, however . Most cuts 

that are made do not have to be treated with a wound compound. But if the cut is 

over 1/2 inch it is well to use either orange shellac or a co~~ercially prepared 

wound dressing. These are also available in a convenient aerosol container. 

**** 
All pruning cuts should be made to a side branch or a main trunk. Shearing as 

a means of control is not a recommended practice and distracts from the natural shape 
or form of the shrub. Reserve shearing for formal hedges. 
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