
PRUNING TREES 

The beauty and majesty of shade trees comes from t heir we ll developed branches 

and form. For this reason, training and pruning are part of their culture each 

spring. When you plant a shade tree, remove all narrow crotches but leave those 

most nearly perpendicular (900 angle) to the main trunk. When there are clusters 

of branches emerging from one point on the main trunk, remove all but one. This is 

the structural training of the tree. 

* * * * 
Older trees that have not been properly trained often create problems. Weak 

crotches can be dangerous for any property during high winds. If you have this 

problem, you can do one of a number of things: (1) Remove the limb or branch back 

to the main trunk; (2) Remove part of the limb to reduce excessive weight or leverage 

on the weak crotch or; (3) Cable the branch to a stronger one which will help to sup-

port it. If you choose the latter alternative, you will probably need the services 

of a professional tree surgeon. 

* * * * 
Almost all shade trees can be pruned during spring. Early pruning of maple and 

birch may result in bleeding of the wounds, but this bleeding is seldom harmful to 

the tree. This is the same phenomenon that occurs in maple sugaring. 

* * * * 
Oak should be pruned during winter -- in January and February in areas where 

oak wilt is common. 

* * * * 
Treat all wounds or cuts over 2 inches in diameter with orange shellac or a 

commercial emulsified asphalt-type preparation. 
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