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Editor’s Statement 

 
As we noted in our first issue, “we are as concerned with the center as 

with the regions . . . .”  We are therefore pleased to introduce to Western 

readers the work of Viktor Bakhtin, a Docent at Voronezh State Tech-

nical University. Bakhtin offers an intriguing micro-history of the post-

Civil War countryside with Voronezh in early NEP as its focus. He shows 

how difficult it was to initiate the new policy away from the center, af-

firming, “in 1921 the Voronezh countryside did not know NEP.” Not un-

til 1923 did NEP begin to take root in that part of Russia. 

 

Bakhtin also reminds us that while Western scholars have largely fo-

cused on the intra-Party struggle at the center, in Voronezh the SRs and 

other pre-revolutionary opposition parties remained active. Even a former 

priest in the entourage of Nicholas II found a following among Voronezh 

peasants. 

 

Within the Party itself, Bakhtin shows, opposition to NEP seethed. 

Party organizations ignored official policy, refusing to contribute to the 

“rebirth of the bourgeoisie.” Former loyalists abandoned the Party which 

the peasants regarded as a “chuzhaia vlast’”anyway. Bakhtin maintains 

that by 1927 Russia was ripe for another revolution, either from above or 

below. 

 

The journal is proud to honor the foremost interpreter of the great 

perelom as a revolution from above, Robert C. Tucker. Lars Lih, the pro-

lific independent scholar of party history, honors his friend and mentor 

with an essay that complements Bakhtin’s. 

 

Lih’s recounting of debates in the Gorbachev years suggest that it 

proved just as difficult to resurrect NEP in 1987 as it had been to initiate 

it in 1921. Bakhtin’s image of the NEP man, minus the anti-Semitic over-

tones, could illustrate the co-op price gouger under Gorbachev.   

 

Both scholars address the end of NEP, Bakhtin succinctly: “From 1927 

the regime began to conduct a [harsh] policy . . . which . . . led to the es-

tablishment of a totalitarian regime.” Lih recounts the debate over “the 

historical fate of NEP,” fading by 1990 when “the NEP image . . . [ran] 

out of steam” and khozraschet socialism, the new NEP, gave way to a 

market economy.   
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We are pleased to introduce Viktor Bakhtin to Western readers and to 

join Lars Lih in reminding our readers of the “transitory, swift-changing 

and passionate” Gorbachev years while honoring Bob Tucker at the same 

time. 

 

Submissions should be sent to: Dr. Alexis Pogorelskin, Department of 

History, University of Minnesota-Duluth, 1121 University Drive, Duluth, 

MN 55812-2496. They may also b e sent electronically in Microsoft 

Word to: apogorel@Qd.umn.edu. Please adhere to the University of Chi-

cago Manual of Style (fifteenth edition) in formatting your submission. 

 
 

Guidelines for Reviewers 
 

We will accept reviews of scholarly monographs, essay collections, mul-

timedia materials, web sites, films, and texts that might be used in graduate or 

undergraduate classes on Russian and Soviet history. Some reviews will be 

assigned to recognized authorities in the field, but unsolicited reviews are al-

so welcome. All materials for review should include significant discussion of 

the NEP era, focusing on either foreign or domestic issues or both. We will 

welcome reviews of works that treat issues in other countries that bear im-

portant similarities to NEP era developments in the Soviet Union or that af-

fected those developments. 

Reviews should explain the work’s argument, purpose, and contribution 

to the field, placing the book, film, or other material under review in historio-

graphic context. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the item under re-

view in a manner that is thoughtful, balanced, and respectful. Book reviewers 

must be willing to accept revisions offered by the editors. Book reviews 

should be from 1,000 to 3,000 words. Review essays may be from 3,000 to 

8,000 words and should discuss two or more separately produced works. 

Reviews should not have been previously published and should not be 

under consideration elsewhere. 

Books for review may be sent to: Barbara Allen, Department of History, 

La Salle University, 1900 West Olney Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19141. Re-

views may be sent to the same address or electronically in Microsoft Word 

to: allenb@lasalle.edu.  

Please include your name, institutional affiliation, and current contact in-

formation. Please follow the form and style conventions in the University of 

Chicago Manuel of Style (fifteenth edition). 

All reviews become property of the journal. 
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