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Edu. School starts making moves 
BY APRILL EMIG
Manging Editor

As of November 13, all fall 
2015 graduates of education 
programs will be eligible 
for full licensure. This news 
comes after months of highly 
publicized stress within the 
College of Education and 
Human Service Professions 
(CEHSP) department.

The trouble began in 2012 
when the Minnesota Board 
of Teaching noticed a fail-

ure to properly document a 
course within the Integrat-
ed Special and Elementary 
Education (IESE) dual-li-
cense program. A mid-
dle-level methods course that 
hadn’t been taught for nearly 
six years was still being doc-
umented in the degree.

“Students weren’t taking 
that class anymore, they 
were taking other classes,”  
CEHSP Dean Jill Pinkney 
Pastrana said. “The same 
content and standards were 

being met in these other 
courses but it hadn’t been 
changed in the system,”

The issue was raised in 
March 2013 but Pinkney 
Pastrana was not aware of 
the issue until October 2014; 
she became dean of CEHSP 
in the summer of 2013. The 
previous deans held the posi-
tion interimly and may have 
been part of the cause for 
miscommunication within 
the department.

“Frankly, it’s not the facul

UMD EVCAA 
calls it quits

BY EMiLY NESS
Statesment Correspondant

Upon entering North 
Korea on a tour in 2013, a 
University of Minnesota 
Duluth graduate, who 
must remain anonymous 
in order to protect his 
safety, was taken into 
another world. 

In this world, 
communism was 
engraved in everything.

Kim Jun Un’s name 
rang throughout the 
streets where glossy 
murals of smiling 
children bowing to their 
infamous leader were 
proudly displayed and 
propaganda depicting 
America’s Lady Liberty 
cutting North and South 
Korea in half with a 
sword was showcased 
theatrically. 

Born and raised in 
Osceola, Wisconsin, the 
UMD grad majored 
in Political Science. 
Following his graduation 
in 2012, he went on 
to study International 
Business in China. He 
is fluent in the language 
and he has resided there 
for four years.

Living in China 
has given him the 
opportunity to pursue 
many interesting things. 
Perhaps the most 
interesting was his tour of 
North Korea.

“To join was very easy. 
I Googled North Korean 
Tours, found a company 
based in Beijing that 
would do it and had filled 
in the application. After 
about three weeks, my 
visa was approved and I 

Executive Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 
Andrea Schokker resigns after a tough 2015

BY HANNAH 
BROADBENT
News Editor

UMD VCAA calls it 
quits

Amidst turmoi at 
UMDl, including 16 
lawsuits, four Title IX 
complaints, the low-
est enrollment in ten 
years and calls for her 
resignation by UMD 
faculty, Andrea Schok-
ker, the Executive Vice 
Chancellor of Academ-
ic Affairs (EVCAA), 
resigned from her posi-
tion. 

“Every time you’re 
in a high profile posi-
tion, you’re under a lot 
of pressure,” Commu-
nications Department 
Director, Lynne Wil-
liams said. “It’s tax-
ing.”

The decision came 
after “careful consid-
eration of my work 
and home life values,” 
according to an email 
Schokker sent out 
announcing her resig-
nation to faculty early 
Tuesday morning.

Schokker said in the 
email that she gave 
Chancellor Black her 
resignation letter on 
the morning of Mon-
day, Dec. 7. That 

same afternoon, the 
president of the Unit-
ed Educators Associa-
tion-Duluth (UEA-D), 
John Hamlin, sent an 
email to members of 
the UEA stating that 
on Monday, Dec. 14 a 
vote of “no confidence” 
in Schokker (and a sep-
arate vote for Chancel-
lor Black) will be held 
in the UMD Garden 
Room. As of Tuesday 
Afternoon, the vote has 
been delayed, a new 
time has not yet been 
announced.  

Schokker made it 
clear in the email that 
Black did not ask her 
to resign and that she 
believes she would be 
more useful in her pre-
vious position, teaching 
in UMD’s Civil Engi-
neering Department.

Chancellor Black 
commented through a 
news release: “I accept 
Dr. Schokker’s resig-
nation with regrets but 
respect her decision. 
Andrea did a great job 
in this position and 
the students who will 
have her as their fac-
ulty member are very 
fortunate. I will work 
quickly to name an 
interim before begin-
ning a national search 

to fill the position per-
manently.”

According to Wil-
liams, the Chancellor 
should find an Inter-
im EVCAA in a few 
days to a week. Then 
a national search will 
begin for a permanent 
position starting next 
year.

The Statesman will 
be following the topic 
and update any new 
developments. Follow 
along at theumdstates-
man.com and The 
UMD Statesman’s 
Twitter and Facebook 
accounts.

View the Duluth 
News Tribune Op-Ed 
on the UMD resigna-
tion here.

VOTE OF NO 
CONFIDENCE

The UEA-D will 
hold the vote for top 
positions to gauge fac-
ulty’s belief in UMD 
administration “It 
comes out of an accu-
mulation of missteps.” 
John Hamlin said, in 
an e-mail. 

Though faculty can 
express their confi-
dence in higher-ups, 
this vote will have no 
effect. The Board of 
Regents will still have 

the final decision. Wil-
liams has full confi-
dence in Black.

Voters have the 
option of voting, “con-
fidence”, “no confi-
dence” and “abstain.” 
According to Hamlin, 
even if 75% of faculty 
vote no confidence, the 
Board of Regents can 
respond with ‘That’s 
what you expect, espe-
cially in hard times.”

“The end results 
aren’t the issue,” Ham-
lin said. “It’s the means 
to the end.”

Hamlin said the fac-
ulty has lost trust in 
top positions and fear 
retaliation if they speak 
out. According to him, 
the issue isn’t with the 
decisions, it is “the 
process through which 
they are made.”

4 days 
in 
North 
Korea

EVCAA Andrea 
Schokker 

CHILL The 
‘F’ out  

with music 

See STORY on B3

MN votes on Aid in Dying
BY HANNAH BROADBENT
News Editor

A little over a year ago, on Nov. 1 
2014, Brittany Maynard took part 
in Oregon’s Death With Dignity 
Law when she took her life sur-
rounded by friends and family after 
being diagnosed with a terminal 
state of stage four brain cancer. 

Now, Minnesota State Senator 
Chris Eaton is fighting for the same 
possibility for Minnesota residents. 
She is proposing her own bill, mod-
eled after Oregon’s, called the Aid 
in Death Bill under the Compas-
sionate Care Act. 

“My mother died in Hospice and 
lived long past what she called a 
good quality of life,” Eaton said. 

On Saturday, Dec. 5 Sena-
tor Eaton held an open forum at 
UMD. She was accompanied by 
professors Barbara Elliot, of the 
U of M Medical school - Duluth 
Campus, and Charlie Bateman, 
LSBE adjunct faculty member. 
The forum was held to inform the 
public of her bill and allowed for 
question and answer time. 

Eaton addressed three questions: 
why it’s important, what aid-in-dy-
ing is not (it’s not murder) and the 
process of it. 

Unnamed UMD Grad tells 
his story on four days in 
North Korea. 
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

College of Education and Human 
Services Profession Dean, Jill 
Pinkney Pastrana

Q & A
with 
Ashley 
Lewis
On the Title 
IX complaints
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Sentor Chris Eaton (left) 
and Dr. Barb Elliot (left) at 
an open forum on Saturday 
Dec. 5 . HANNAH BROADBENT / 
STATESMAN

ILLUSTRATION BY WILL 
MADISON



Newsroom
Phone: 218 726 7133
Email: statesma@d.umn.edu
www.umdstatesman.com

Business&Advertising
Phone: 218 726 7133
Fax: 218 726 8246
Email: statesad@d.umn.edu

Editorial Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Nicole Brodzik
brodz006@d.umn.edu

Managing Editor
Aprill Emig
emigx005@d.umn.edu

Head Copy Editor
Amber Beattie
beatt132@d.umn.edu

Copy Editor
Allie Brown
brow4158@d.umn.edu

News Editor
Hannah Broadbent
spier023@d.umn.edu

Opinion Editor
Cole White
whit1930@d.umn.edu

Sports Editor
Jimmy Gilligan
gilli223@d.umn.edu

A&E Editor
Adam Quandt
quan0071@d.umn.edu

Multimedia Editor
Maddie Ginsberg
gins0049

The Statesman is the official student newspaper of the Universi-
ty of Minnesota Duluth and is published by the UMD Board of Pub-
lications weekly during the academic year except for holidays and 
exam weeks. The editorials, articles, opinions  and other content 
within the Statesman are not intended to reflect University of Min-
nesota policy and are not necessarily those of the student body, 
faculty, or the University or its Duluth Campus. The Student Ser-
vice Fee dollars the Statesman receives covers printing costs for 
the academic year. The Statesman and the University of Minnesota 
are equal opportunity employers and educators. The Statesman 
promotes responsible activities and behaviors. Advertisements 
published in The Statesman do not represent the individual  views 
of the newspaper staff or those of the University of Minnesota 
Duluth community.

A2

Stress-Less Week: 
Smoothies
11 a.m. | Library Entrance
Stress-less Week is the 
library’s series of events 
designed to help stu-
dents relieve stress the 
week before final exams. 
Events take place De-
cember 7-11 and are free 
for all UMD students! 
Get an energy boost with 
a free healthy smooth-
ie! Sponsored by UMD 
Health Services. Enjoy 
board games, coloring, 
arts & crafts, and cute 
animal videos all week in 
the library (first floor).
Cost: Free

Stress-Less Week: Zoo-
mobile
1 p.m. | Library Entrance
The hedgehog returns! 
Some of the zoo’s small-
est and cutest animals 
will provide a welcome 
distraction from study-
ing.
Cost: Free

WED
9

FRI
11

Stress-Less Week: Cof-
fee with Champ
8:30 a.m. | Library 
Entrance
Find that second wind 
after your week of dedi-
cated study. Champ will 
return to the library en-
trance to help distribute 
free coffee.
Cost: Free

UMD Men’s Hockey 
vs. University of North 
Dakota
7:07 p.m. | Amsoil Arena
Cost: umdbulldogs.
com/tickets
 

MON
14

Snowshoe Making Work-
shop
9 a.m. | Boulder Lake 
Environmental Learning 
Center
You will come away from 
this workshop with your 
own pair of laced Ojib-
we-style snowshoes. We 
will demonstrate bend-
ing snowshoe frames 
& teach you lacing 
techniques. Varnishing & 
bindings will be on your 
own.
Cost: Free

Grassroots Activism in 
India - Info Session (Free 
Pizza!)
Noon-1p.m. | KSC 355-
357
The course Grassroots 
Activism in South India 
takes UMD students 
to Bangalore, India for 
three weeks (5/16/2016 
– 6/4/2016) to study 
grassroots activism 
in this growing city. In 
Bangalore, students 
stay at the Indian Social 
Institute, a liberation 
theology influenced 
Jesuit Institute whose 
motto is “Accompanying 
the Marginalized.” As 
part of the program they 
interact with activists 
from across Bangalore, 
visit the historic Hindu 
temple sites of Belur and 
Halebid, fly to the city 
of Agra to visit the Taj 
Mahal, take the train to 
Kolar Gold Fields (a min-
ing community outside 
of Bangalore) and have 
a lot of opportunities 
to explore the shop-
ping malls, streets, and 
restaurants of Banga-
lore.
Cost: Free

TUE
15

UMD PAWS
11 a.m. | KSC Lounge
UMD PAWS is a program 
designed to lower stress 
levels in students and 
faculty by bringing in 
therapy animals on cam-
pus once a month.
Cost: Free

Stress-Less Week: Stress 
Balls
1 p.m. | Library 1st Floor
Make your own stress 
ball! Sponsored by UMD 
Health Services.
Cost: Free

THU
10

UMD Men’s Hockey 
vs. University of North 
Dakota
7:07 p.m. | Amsoil Arena
Cost: umdbulldogs.com/
tickets

SAT
12

SUN
13
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This Week

Sudoku

Crossword

No events for today, 
happy studying!!

No events for today, 
happy studying!!

Hey, you! Take a break from your
studying and color me in!
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FY14 UMD Revenue Budget
(All Current Funds, Non-sponsored only)

$239,725,683

1. Tuition  $114,203,425  48%
2. State Appropriation  $31,753,768  13%
3.Financial Aid  $21,222,768  9%
4.State Special  $2,542,946  1%
5.Course Fees, SSF Study Abroad Fees $14,059,159  6%
6.Other Income $9,107,256  4%
7.ICR  $2,602,832  1%
8.Dining Service  $9,434,800  4%
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9.Housing  %10,846,801  5%
10.Parking $1535,026  <1%
11. Book Store  $11,100,000  5%
12. Print Shop, Ucard Royalties $ Other  $337,000 <1%
13. Athletic Revenues  $3,559,790  1%
14.  Girts  $3,807,789  2%
15.Endowment Income & Additions  $3,702,323  2%

ILLUSTRAION BY SARAH STAUNER

Salaries
$ 99,429,187

40%

Fringe Benfits
$ 33,688,449

14%

Supplies, Services,
& Misc.

$ 23,270,232
9%

Other Expenses
$ 836,307

<1%

Repairs &
Maintenance
$ 9,288,007

4%

Utilities
$ 9,123,879

4%

Student Assistance
$ 36,817,707

15%

Non-Capital 
Equipment
$ 4,514,316

2%

Capital Asset
Purchases
$ 2,167,730

1%

Cost Pool
(Debt Service)

$ 1,588,162
1%

Cost Pool
(Non-Debt Portion)

$ 16,447,312
7%

Materials 
for Resale

$ 11,314,461
5%

FY14 UMD Expenditure Budget
(All Current Funds, Non-sponsored only)

$248,385,819
ILLUSTRAION BY SARAH STAUNER
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“There is a dif-
ference between 
someone who is 
suicidal and some-
one who is already 
dying,” Eaton said. 

According to 
Eaton, the impor-
tance of Aid in 
Dying is to relieve 
stress and gives the 
patient autonomy 
and control. 

Eaton remind-
ed the audience 
that that is what 
Brittany Maynard 
wanted. Since her 
death, 20 states 
have introduced 
this bill. States 

that have death 
with dignity laws 
currently in effect 
are Montana, Ver-
mont, California, 
Washington and 
Oregon. 

“Minnesota is 
anyone’s guess. 
We’re working on 
it,” Eaton said. 

The bill says 
that only adults 18 
years or older qual-
ify to take part in 
the law, they must 
be a Minnesota 
resident, they must 
be determined ter-
minally (6 months 
or less to live) and 

they must be com-
petent, or sound of 
mind. 

The patient must 
pass all these qual-
ifications and be 
deemed eligible by 
two physicians. If 
one doctor does not 
qualify the patient 
for aid-in-dying 
then no action can 
be taken. 

One question 
that was asked to 
Professor Elliot 
pertained to the 
Hippocratic Oath 
which states, “In 
its original form, 
it requires a new 

physician to swear, 
by a number of 
healing gods, to 
uphold specific 
ethical standards.” 

“Anyone know 
when that was writ-
ten? It was written 
4,000 years ago,” 
Elliot said. “Med-
ical people will 
(still) aid patients in 
their healing.” 

Another ques-
tion asked was 
related to termi-
nally ill children, 
in which Eaton 
replied with a rule 
of her bill, “My bill 
requires you’re an 

adult.”
Eaton explained 

how the process 
works. Barbitu-
rates must be emp-
tied into liquid or 
applesauce. The 
patient takes it 
themselves, a key 
part of the law, and 
in five to twenty 
minutes falls into a 
deeper and deeper 
sleep. Eventually 
their respiratory 
system will shut 
down and they will 
stop breathing. 

“It’s very peace-
ful,” Eaton said. 

Continued from A1

Aid in Dying 

was on my way to the 
Hermit Kingdom.”

The UMD grad had no 
idea what was coming. 

“Our flight to North Korea 
took off from Beijing. Flying 
there was nerve wracking 
because I knew that once we 
landed, there was no going 
back.”

Upon arriving, the 
UMD grad had to sign 
multiple documents stating 
that he would not disclose 
information about the Nation.

The tour consisted of 26 
people from around the 
world. Accompanied by a 
guide, they walked the streets 
of North Korea. 

“We had to be with our tour 
guide at all times. We were 
told that if we left the tour, we 
could be shot.”

In North Korea, everything 
is controlled. No music, 
movies or books are allowed 
without the permission of the 
regime. The only content that 
North Koreans are allowed to 
view is propaganda.

“Hardly anyone in North 
Korea had cell phones. 
Some had pay phones. On 
top of this, it cost 50 euros a 
minute for tourists to call the 
United States. This is roughly 
55 dollars a minute in US 
dollars. As a result of this, we 
lost nearly all contact with the 
outside world.”

Far from what he was used 
to, the UMD grad felt out of 
place. In an attempt to feel 
less unworldly, the UMD grad 
thought of familiar things. 
Specifically, he thought of his 
grandfather who once served 
as a United States veteran in 
the Korean war. 

“I wondered if my grandfa-
ther had walked these streets.”

If he had, much had since 
changed.

“I had never seen any-
thing like this. Touring North 
Korea was like going to Dis-
ney World in a war zone.”

In another attempt to feel 
less unworldly, the UMD 
grad tried to connect with 
North Koreans.

“I wanted to show North 
Koreans that foreigners 
weren’t monsters so I smiled 
and waved as we walked 
down the street. Only two 
groups of people smiled and 
waved back. Those groups 
were children and soldiers.”

The UMD grad felt himself 
thinking about what these 
people truly thought and 
felt. He even wondered if his 
tour guide believed what she 
was saying or if it had been 
engraved in her through 
control.

“I felt like I was in a zoo. 
North Koreans were always 
standing behind glass walls 
looking at us… And they 
were always just a little too far 
away.”

In the end, the UMD grad’s 
experience proved to be a 
moving one.

“It was revealing, it 
was depressing and it was 
sobering. We don’t realize 
how lucky we are to live in the 
United States.”

ty’s fault, and we can’t blame 
it on one person--it was just 
misreported information,” 
Pinkney Pastrana said.

The dean thought the error 
would be fixed quickly, an 
email sent to education students 
on January 14, 2015 indicated.

“The recently graduated 
cohort is indeed experiencing 
complications in securing 
their full licensure,” Pinkney 
Pastrana said in the email. 
“The problem has been 
resolved.”

But the problem wasn’t 
resolved. The next memo to 
be sent out was on March 6 
when executive vice chancellor 
of academic affairs Andrea 
Schokker alerted students that 
the delay would take longer 
than expected.

“We’ve now learned that 
students graduating in May 
2015 may also experience this 
(licensing) delay,” the memo 
said. “First and foremost, this 
situation is unacceptable and 
we take full responsibility.”

Though the initial problem 
was only found in the IESE 
program, Pinkney Pastrana 
decided to look at all the other 
education programs. Similar 
errors were spotted in almost 
every degree. Prior to 2013, 
all education standards forms 
were submitted on paper, 
allowing for human error to 
miss things that the new elec-
tronic system easily picks up. 

Both Schokker and Pinkney 
Pastrana (along with other edu-
cation faculty) did their best to 
soothe the worries of education 
students. But the controversy 
was almost impossible to pre-
vent.

Third year IESE student 
Casey Meile says that she’s not 
worried about her licensing 
prospects--she is sure the issue 
will be resolved by the time she 
graduates--but she struggles 
with the way the situation is 
handled.

“The professors literally 
aren't allowed to discuss it with 
us, which upsets me,” Meile 
said. “What are they trying to 
hide from us? We are paying 
loads of money and time to get 
this degree, and we deserve to 
at least be in the loop.”

A total of eight memos were 
sent out between January 
and April this year to various 
education students. There was 
also a website with updates 
beginning in July of 2015 and 
the most recent includes the 
note about all 2015 graduates 
being eligible for full licensure.

However, these memos 
were often not able to keep 
up with the media presence 
surrounding the controversy. 
Matters continued to get worse 
when 13 students filed a lawsuit 
against UMD on October 15, 
claiming fraud. These students 
belong to the fall 2014 cohort, 
the first class to be impacted by 
the licensing delay.

Fall 2014 graduates were able 
to secure temporary teaching 
licenses that would last for 
one year and be available for 
renewal with the condition that 
they would become full licenses 
on approval of the education 
programs.

Continued from A1
Korea

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

Allegations of 
inequality between 
men’s and women’s 
athletic programs at 
UMD resurfaced this 
week after a formal Title 
IX complaint was filed 
against the University of 
Minnesota Duluth. 

Named on the 
complaint, which was 
filed Nov. 30 with 
the Department of 
Education’s Office for 
Civil Rights, are four 
former female student-
athletes: Madison Kolls, 
Tea Villa, Tatum Garity 
and Jenna McParland. 
Additionally, one current 
UMD student-athlete: 

Ashley Lewis, a senior 
on the softball team, was 
named on the complaint.  

Former UMD coaches 
Shannon Miller (women’s 
hockey), Annette Wiles 
(women’s basketball) and 
Jen Banford (softball), 
who earlier this year 
filed a lawsuit against 
UMD for Title IX law 
violations, were part of 
the complaint. 

The formal 
complaint cited over 50 
separate instances of 
discrimination of women’s 
athletic programs at 
UMD.

Lynne Williams, 
UMD’s External 
Affairs Director, issued 
a statement on behalf 
of Chancellor Lendley 
Black and UMD.

“We have reviewed the 
complaint and continue 
to refute the claims of 
discrimination. We will 
fully comply with any 
potential investigations,” 
Williams said, in an 
email. 

Kolls declined to 
comment on the topic, 
while Garity and 
McParland did not 
respond to requests for an 
interview.

Statesman editors 
Hannah Broadbent and 
Jimmy Gilligan sat down 
with Lewis to discuss her 
involvement in the Title 
IX complaint. 

How did you 
become involved in 
this formal Title IX 
complaint?

First, my softball coach, 
that’s how it all start-
ed, (with) Jen (Banford), 

and Madison Kolls, she’s 
a former UMD hock-
ey player. She basically 
started it all. She brought 
it up to us and asked for us 
athletes who want to be a 
part of it, so that’s how it 
all started. 

When did Madison 
Kolls reach out to you, 
on what sort of a time-
line did this occur?

It started before sum-
mer, last spring. 

What is your rela-
tionship with Madi-
son like. Are you guys 
friends? 

Yeah, I wouldn’t say 
we’re close friends, but 
we’re acquaintances. We 
always support each oth-
er. 

So were you on 
board with joining 
the Title IX complaint 
right away?

Yeah I was, because 
it’s important and I feel it 
needs to be addressed.

Going back to when 
Banford Wiles and 
Miller filed their law-
suit this Fall, what 
were your thoughts 
on that? Did you ever 
think then that if the 
opportunity ever 
came out to have a 
voice in the Title IX 
issues at UMD you 
would jump at it?

I never thought of it 
before all of this hap-
pened, because I didn't 
really see the problems 
that were going on at the 
school, until this prob-
lem was addressed and 
brought forth, but I’m 
glad that I am a part of it 
now.

When you look 
back (at your 
time here) is 
there anything 
that jumps out 
as some sort of 
discrimination?

There’s not 
much that jumps 
out to me personal-
ly, a lot of this dis-
crimination stuff 
has to deal with 
the coaches rather 
than us players, so 
I think that’s more 
something they 
can talk about, not 
me. 

What do see 
your role in this 

complaint as? 
I think me being the 

only current athlete that 
has a big thing to do 
with it, I think from my 
standpoint having the 
complaint come about 
is so current and future 
female athletes have 
equality.

Being the only 
current student-
athlete involved in 
the complaint, were 
you hesitant to join at 
first?

I’m not hesitant because 
this isn’t a problem I 
have with our athletic 
department. It’s nothing 
I have a problem with, 
it’s just something that I 
think needs to be looked 
into.

Have you personally 
felt unequal treatment 
as opposed to the 
men’s teams?

I don’t really talk with 
the men’s teams, and I 
don’t know much about it, 
so I can’t personally say 
anything like that.

A lot of people 
wouldn't feel 
comfortable with 
putting their name 
out there with a 
formal complaint. 
What made you do it?

I'm really close with 
Jen Banford the previous 
(softball) coach. She was 
very supportive of all 
of us and our families, 
and we’re all very close. 
I guess my side of it is 
not with the lawsuit, it's 
with this University and 
equality for everyone, is 
what I think.  

Q & A with 
Ashley Lewis

UMD softball player Ashley Lewis speaks on 
the most recent Title IX complaints and the 

reasons behind them

Continued from A1
Edu.

(Left to Right) Students Emily Johannsen, Bailey 
Vollom, Jennifer Goeman, Anna Vanderloop 
attend the forum for classes like Medical Sociol-
ogy and Philosophy and Ethics.  HANNAH BROAD-
BENT/STATESMAN

Ashley Lewis ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENT/SUBMITTED
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Nicholas Murtha
Guest Contributor

Colorado Springs and 
San Bernardino are the 
latest victims of  terror-
ism. As in many cases 
like this, gun-control ad-
vocates started pushing 
their agenda while the 
scenes were still active. 

In response to San 
Bernardino, Hillary 
Clinton tweeted, “I re-
fuse to accept this as 
normal. We must take 
action to stop gun vio-
lence now.” DNC chair-
woman Debbie Wasser-
man Schultz tweeted, 
“Our thoughts are with 
the San Bernardino 
community. But that’s 
not enough. We need to 
do something about our 
gun violence problem.” 

There was no wait-
ing for the facts or even 
granting the courtesy of  
pause before politics. 

According to news 
sources, the guns used 
in San Bernardino were 
purchased legally and 
neither person had crim-

inal histories. This is sig-
nificant because Califor-
nia is a state with some 
of  the strictest gun laws 
in the nation. So with-
out dismantling the 2nd 
Amendment, what “rea-
sonable” gun-control 
laws that are not already 
in place in California 
could have stopped an 
act like this?   

Myself, formerly mil-
itary police, have ex-
perienced first-hand 
weapons assisting in the 
defense of  life. I also ex-
perienced this as a civil-
ian when I came upon 
an assault in progress. 

While walking home 
after dark through a 
park in Minneapolis 
and turning past some 
bushes, I came upon two 
males standing over and 
angrily shouting at an 
old man laying on the 
ground bleeding. The 
two men saw me and 
started to walk away. 
When I stopped to help 
the injured man, not 
fully aware of  what hap-
pened, the two assailants 

turned their attention 
towards me, coming at 
me with raised arms 
and closed fists. Luckily 
I had a concealed hand-
gun. Lifting my shirt, I 
showed the weapon and 
verbally warned that I 
would use it if  they came 
closer. The two men fled 
the area and I was able 
to contact 911 for police 
and medical assistance. 

A gun saved me from 
becoming a victim, as-
saulted or killed just for 
inadvertently walking 
into an unknown situa-
tion. 

The problem with 
expanded gun-control 
legislation is the extreme 
measures often used to 
control who, how, when 
and where guns may 
be carried. We all know 
criminals don’t follow 
these rules. 

If  we implement-
ed these same extreme 
rules with the other 
amendments of  the 
Constitution, it would 
open them up to dis-
crimination and abuse. 

We have to remember 
the 2nd Amendment 
states, “...the right of  the 
people… shall not be in-
fringed.” 

As I state in “The 
Second Amendment 
of  the United States 
Constitution, Our Right 
to be Armed” (accessible 
at nicholasjmurtha.
com), I believe in 
background checks—
using mental health 
and criminal history 
as disqualifiers to 
having guns. But like 
voting, these checks 
and permits must be 
available and free for 
all legal citizens, do not 
force citizens to pay 
for their right through 
various government fees 
and charges.

We must not let 
limitations and 
abuses happen to any 
Amendment of  the 
Constitution. Gun 
legislation can be 
smart while also being 
inclusive, fair and 
unrestricting for the 
lawful citizen.     

Jacob Multer
Guest Contributor

Earlier this year, the 
Statesman ran a story 
about America’s gun is-
sue. This is why I, and 
the College Democrats, 
have refrained from 
writing an editorial in 
this paper about the 
same topic. However, 
after I held a moment of  
silence before our meet-
ing last Thursday for the 
fourth time this year, it 
became clear we need to 
have this talk again.  

San Bernadino is just 
the latest attack in the 
United States after a year 
filled with senseless, dis-
gusting violence. We’ve 
heard a lot of  arguments 
surrounding legislation 
and what can be done to 
curb this problem. And 
disturbingly, there are 
still people who say we 
shouldn’t do anything. 
That is what this article 
is going to be about: why 
we have to demand that 
something be done to 
stop this.  

I won’t argue about 
what should be done for 
now because there are 

still some people who 
aren’t convinced yet that 
we need to do some-
thing in the first place. 
If  you are one of  those 
people, I now speak to 
you directly. There is 
not an argument you 
can make that rightful-
ly and morally defends 
the idea that your guns 
are worth more than the 
lives of  innocent people. 
That is what all of  these 
arguments against gun 
control boil down to, 
and I’ll prove that none 
of  the arguments that 
are being made hold any 
merit.

The argument that I 
hear most often is that 
guns don’t kill people. 
Except guns are an aid 
to people that wish to 
kill. Why do you think 
they’re the weapon of  
choice for most mass 
attacks? They’re easy 
to obtain and easy to 
use. This point is usu-
ally followed with the 
argument that criminals 
are going to commit 
crimes no matter what. 
But does that mean we 
should immediately stop 
trying to lessen their 

ability to commit said 
crimes? Of  course not.

That’s why we have 
laws and prisons: to stop 
and deter criminals. If  
we can make it harder 
for mass murderers to 
commit terroristic at-
tacks, we can assume the 
same logic should apply. 
Here is the hypocritical 
part of  that argument: 
if  you believe people are 
the problem, not guns, 
then you should believe 
that the U.S. should 
fund healthcare, at least 
for people who are men-
tally unstable. But many 
don’t. This cements the 
idea that many don’t be-
lieve that people are the 
only problem but they 
only care about whether 
they can still have their 
guns.  

The next argument 
is, plainly, the Second 
Amendment. However, 
keep in mind that the 
Constitution was written 
back when we had 
muskets. The Founding 
Fathers probably 
weren’t thinking of  
semi-automatic assault 
rifles when they wrote 
that Amendment. There 

is no situation in which 
a normal citizen needs 
an automatic or semi-
automatic assault rifle. 

There are those that 
will say we need those 
weapons in case the 
government becomes 
tyrannical and we need 
to fight back.  

Except the 
government has, you 
know, the United States 
Army. This includes, 
but is not limited to, 
drones and tanks. Word 
of  advice for anybody 
thinking of  taking on 
the U.S. army: you won’t 
win. That’s why we have 
a governmental system 
made of  checks and 
balances, so that one 
branch doesn’t have too 
much power.  

There is no argument 
to justify these killings. 
At the absolute least 
we need to have a 
conversation about this 
and so many are refusing 
to do even that. We can’t 
quit fighting this. There 
are too many innocent 
lives at stake for us to 
give up. If  we do, these 
attacks won’t stop.

Laura Gruhlke
Guest Contributor

1. Heller Hall
The Heller Hall 

bathroom is by far the 
worst woman’s bathroom 
on campus. Most of  
us have probably been 
casually walking to our 
lecture class in Chem 
200 and thought “Hey, 
well I’m here better take 
a bathroom break before 
class,” and walked into 
this bathroom. First 
of  all, there are only 
two stalls. Then one of  
these stalls has a shower 
curtain as a door! 
Seriously, what is with 
this bathroom? How 
am I supposed to tell 
if  someone is using the 
shower curtain stall or 
not without peeking in? 
With the traffic coming 
from such a big lecture 
hall and having it off a 
main hallway, you would 
think that they would 
put a bigger bathroom 
in that location. If  you 
haven’t been in this 
bathroom, please don’t. 
It is worth the extra 
steps to use the Kirby 
bathroom, trust me.

2. DC
As freshman, many of  

us have probably used 
the bathroom next to 
the DC and regretted it 
dearly. First of  all, that 
bathroom never smells 
nice. I mean it’s next to 
the DC so what do you 
expect? It also just never 
seems to be clean, even 
after seeing someone 
clean it, I swear it still 
isn’t clean. If  you really 
have to go before or 
after going to the DC, 
just make the run back 
to the dorm bathrooms, 
so worth it.

3. Humanities 3rd Floor
Most students have 

taken a class in the 
Humanities building 
at some point in their 
college career. If  you 
have taken one on the 
third floor, then you 
know how horrible 
the bathroom on that 
floor is. I’m sure that 
bathroom has been 
cleaned, but that dirt 
on the beautiful yellow 
tile is here to stay. It will 
forever be disgusting. 
The stall doors barely 
even lock anymore. If  
you have a class on this 
floor and have to go, try 
to hold it until you get to 
your next destination.

4. Library 3rd Floor
If  you study in the 

library on the third floor 
you know that in the 
back corner is this single 
stall unisex bathroom. 
Not that this bathroom 
is necessarily dirty per 
se, it’s on the worst list 
because it is a unisex 
bathroom, indicative of  
all unisex bathrooms. 
The possibility of  having 
to touch the toilet seat, 
with my hand, to put 
the seat down is not 
something to enjoy when 
going to the bathroom. 
That to me is enough to 
make it one of  the worst 
bathrooms. I am not 
your mom, put the seat 
down! Now I usually 
just walk to the bigger 
bathrooms in the front 
of  the library to avoid 
that single stall.

5.  Bohannon
I would say that 

the bathroom by 
the Bohannon and 
Montague lecture 
halls is the most used 
bathroom, which is why 
it makes this list. Not 
because it is old and 
always dirty but since it 
is used very frequently, it 
just becomes messy fast. 
If  you have a class next 
to one of  these popular 
lecture halls you’ve most 
likely stopped at this 
bathroom and it can 
be a hit or miss. Some 
times during the day it 
can be clean and then 
other times it can have 
toilet paper and who 
knows what else on the 
floor from all the traffic. 
I would say that use this 
bathroom with caution. 
Although it is a big 
bathroom, so you can 
typically find a stall that 
is clean.

ILLUSTRATION BY WILL 
MADISON

The five worst 
women’s 

bathrooms of 
UMD

GUN CONTRO
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The right to carry in an era of 
mass shootings

It’s time to talk gun control- again
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The Statesman is hiring for the Spring semester!
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Copy Editor
Staff Reporter

Come apply in the Statesman office (KSC 115C)
or email statesma@d.umn.edu for more information.
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From the desert to the tundra
On the Bulldog men’s basketball team, a handful of Arizona natives have played a big role in UMD’s 6-2 start this season.

BY AUSTIN RUSH
Statesman Correspondent

With five players from 
the state of Arizona on 
their roster, the Bulldog 
men’s basketball team has 
a case of desert fever. 

Four seniors, Pierre 
Newton, Kristofer Jack-
son, Junior Coleman, 
Brendon Pineda and 
junior Charles Benson 
make up the players that 
hail from the Grand Can-
yon state. 

Although none of them 
played together in high 
school or community col-
lege with one another, 
they are unified by a sim-
ilar style. 

“I think we made our 
own little style. Coming 
up here we brought our 

style and blended it with 
Coach’s style and we were 
able to adapt. We have 
been pretty much just 
playing our style from 

back home,” Coleman 
said.

Pierre Newton and 
Brendon Pineda were key 
pieces of the team last sea-

son. Newton started the 
final 25 games while Pine-
da started in all 30 games 
of his debut season with 
the Bulldogs. 

Newton and Pineda 
both averaged double dig-
its in points last season: 
13.4 and 11 points per 
game respectively. 

Jackson and Coleman 
both sat out last season 
after receiving redshirts. 
In Jackson’s case the red-
shirt was medical. 

Head coach Matt 
Bowen previously found 
success in bringing 
Arizona Community 
college students to his 
team when he coached 
at Bemidji State. He has 
continued to draw players 
from the desert 

Senior Pierre Newton leads UMD in points 
per game (17.8) and rebounds (7.6) this 
season. BRAD EISCHENS/STATESMAN

Brandon Pineda has started in every single game  
for the Bulldogs since transferring from Phoenix 
College two years ago. BRAD EISCHEN/STATESMAN

Women’s hockey  
strives for consistency
BY ERIK GAFFRON
Statesman Correspondent

The 7-10-1 (4-7-1 
WCHA) UMD Bulldog 
women’s hockey team 
continues to fight for 
relevance among strong 
competition in the West-
ern College Hockey 
Association. They cur-
rently sit at No.6, just 
behind last weekend’s 
opponent, St. Cloud 
State.

At this point in the 
season, head coach 
Maura Crowell is look-
ing for her team to dig 
deeper and play a more 
complete game.

“We need to start the 
way that we finished,” 
Crowell said. ”I’ve been 
saying it all year. We 
just need to be more 
consistent. (The players) 
need to find motivation, 
they’ve got to find a way 
start and finish the 

Senior forward Demi Crossman’s third period 
goal Friday against St. Cloud State salvaged a 
tie after the Bulldogs’ slow start. ALEX GANEEV/
STATESMAN

Fighting Penguins win  
third straight championship

The men’s club rugby team hoists head coach Jeremy Catchuba in the air after winning the 
2015 Division II Rugby National Championship Sunday afternoon in Greenvolle, South Caro-
lina for the third consecutive year. HENRY ELHOLM/SUBMITTED

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

The Fighting Penguins club 
rugby team put the finishing 
touches on an undefeated 2015 
season by  capturing  their 
third consecutive champion-
ship title Sunday afternoon. 
They held off the University 
of Wisconsin Whitewater for 
the second straight year in the 
championship game, winning 
25-19. Here are three reasons 
why this championship is the 
sweetest of all of them. 

• The Fighting Penguins are 
the first team in  to ever 
three-peat in the 20 year his-
tory of the USA Rugby Divi-
sion II 15s National Cham-
pionships.

• They won their third title by 
beating their rivals: Salis-
bury University and UW 
Whitewater. After Salis-
bury beat the UMD in the 
spring 2013 championship, 
the Fighting Penguins began 
the title streak by returning 
the favor that Fall. This year 

they knocked off Salisbury 
in the semifinals Saturday, 
and beat UW Whitewater 
in the championship Sunday 
for the second consecutive 
year. 

• The UMD men’s rugby 
team never trailed in Satur-
day’s championship game; 
they never surrendered the 
lead after taking it 5 minutes 
into the game. It was the 
only of their three champi-
onships in which they led the 
entire game.  

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

The Bulldog men’s hockey team 
(7-5-3, NCHC 4-3-1) is on a four-
game winning streak thanks to an 
offense that is firing on all cylinders.

After being ranked so high in the 
preseason coach’s poll, UMD has 
transformed the early-season pressure 
into confidence.

Before the winning streak, the Bull-
dogs struggled to get on the score 
sheet despite a healthy amount of 
scoring chances. 

Now they can’t stay off of it, out-
scoring their opponents 24-2 in the 
past four games.

“We had a target on our back from 

the start and a lot of pressure and I 
think everyone felt it but it feels great 
to get this momentum going,” senior 
forward Austyn Young said.

A big part of that is the recent pow-
er play success the Bulldogs have 
found. Against Western Michigan 
they scored seven power play goals on 
12 chances.

At the same time, UMD’s defensive 
effort, including that of sophomore 
goaltender Kasimir Kaskisuo, has 
also been highly effective.

Kaskisuo set a school record for his 
shutout streak of 263:56, which lasted 
over 12 periods of play until he sur-
rendered a second period goal Satur-
day night.

‘Dogs on the rise heading into key NCHC matchup with Fighting Hawks

SEE MEN’S HOCKEY, B2

SEE WOMEN’S HOCKEY, B2

SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, B2

Captain Andy 
Welinski 
(left), Domi-
nic Toninato 
(center) and 
Adam John-
son (right), 
celebrate a 
goal against 
Western 
Michigan last 
weekend. 
Over the past 
four games, 
UMD has out-
scored oppo-
nents 24 to 2. 
ALEX GANEEV/
STATESMAN
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Kasimir Kaskisuo set 
a UMD record with 
his shutout streak 
that lasted for 263:56 
minutes. It spanned 
five games and 12 
total periods, lasting 
until he surrendered 
a second period goal 
in Saturday night’s 
game against West-
ern Michigan. 

With a four point 
night, senior for-
ward Tony Camera-
nesi passed the 100 
career points mile-
stone in the men’s 
hockey team’s 6-2 
win over Western 
Michigan Saturday.

Running back Dar-
ren Walker carried 
the ball 31 times 
in UMD’s Mineral 
Water Bowl victory 
over Fort Hays State 
Saturday. His heavy 
workload led to 126 
total rushing yards.

After being swept 
by two No. 1 ranked 
teams earlier in the 
season, the women’s 
hockey team has won 
at least one game 
in each of their last 
three weekends of 
play. They picked 
up four points in the 
WCHA standings 
after a tie and a win 
over St. Cloud State 
last weekend.

The UMD volleyball 
team won their final 
six games of confer-
ence play to finish 
with the regular 
season with a 22-7 re-
cord. Four of those six 
wins were in straight 
sets.

3
It took three overtime 
periods for the wom-
en’s basketball team 
to beat Bemidji State 
Saturday night at Ro-
mano Gym 81 to 79. 
Junior Allyson Harris 
racked up 31 points 
in the game. She was 
the only Bulldog to 
reach double digits in 
scoring.

263:56

Football finishes on a positive note
BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

The emotions built up 
throughout the UMD 
football program’s tur-
bulent 2015 campaign 
surfaced in a 30-22 win 
over Fort Hays State 
Saturday.

For nearly a dozen 
seniors, it was their final 
college game. For the 
entire program, it was 
a chance to finish the 
season 9-3 and on a pos-
itive note.

“It was a very emo-
tional game,” senior 
kicker/punter Andrew 
Brees said. “You have 
two weeks of not playing 
football, you have a lot 
of pent-up emotion and 

it was the last game for 
the seniors,” Brees said.

He will miss playing 
for the Bulldogs, but he 
is confident, in passing 
the torch to the under-
classmen, that they will 
be able to lead the pro-
gram.  

“A lot of underclass-
men stepped up (against 
Fort Hays State) and 
they’re going to push 
the program where we 
want to be. I’m excited 
to come back next year 
and watch some games,” 
Brees said.

One underclassman 
that was in the spotlight 
for much of Saturday’s 
game was junior run-
ning back Darren Walk-
er.

Headlining UMD’s 
run-based offense, 
Walker successfully 
filled his temporary role 
as the No. 1 tailback 
Saturday. 

With a season-high 31 
rushing attempts, Walk-
er tallied 126 ground 
yards.

“I was pretty sore 
(after the game) but it 
was all worth it for the 
win,” Walker said.

It was a promising 
performance, and per-
haps a taste of what 
next season will be like 
for Walker, who at this 
point is the likely can-
didate to take over the 
starting running back 
job.

“Definitely, I looked 

at it that way after the 
game, that it might be a 
preview for what might 
happen next year,” 
Walker said.

If Walker was in the 
spotlight for much of the 
game, sophomore defen-
sive tackle Karl Finkel 
was there to turn out 
the light—on Fort Hays 
State, that is.

Down by eight points 
late in the fourth quar-
ter, the Tigers were 
trying to orchestrate a 
comeback. 

Finkel crushed their 
hopes with a crucial 
sack, his fifth of the sea-
son, on fourth down to 
seal the win for UMD.

As part of their trip 
to Excelsior, Missouri 

for the game, the UMD 
football team stopped 
for lunch in Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Their route took 
them past Sporting 
Park, the annual site of 
the NCAA Division II 
National Championship 
game.

UMD won’t play 
there this year. But see-
ing the stadium gave 
them a visual to keep 
in their minds as they 
strive to reach their goal 
of returning there next 
year.  

“Now thinking of 
that (stadium), any-
thing short of a nation-
al championship would 
be a disappointment,” 
Walker said. 

That success has helped 
the Bulldogs open up their 
offense on the other end of 
the ice.

“(Coach Sandelin) always 
talks about that, do the little 
things right in the D zone and 
it starts there. If you’re doing 
things right (there) it’ll create 
offense off of that,” senior for-
ward Austyn Young said.

The pair of wins over West-
ern Michigan last weekend 
elevated the Bulldogs to No. 
3 in the National Collegiate 
Hockey Conference stand-
ings. However, perched in 
front of a three week break 
in the Bulldogs’ schedule are 
the North Dakota Fighting 
Hawks (14-2-2, 7-1 NCHC).

The Fighting Hawks are 
atop the NCHC standings 
and are riding a four-game 
winning streak of their own. 
In terms of ranking and 
record, they are UMD’s 
toughest test to date.

“Hopefully the guys have 
learned to stick with what 
we’re trying to do. I think 
when you do that you have 
to go through some tough 
times,” head coach Scott 
Sandelin said. “Next week 
it could be totally different. 
We’re going to see one of the 
best teams in our league—if 
not the best team. It’s going 
to be a lot tougher challenge.”

Men’s 
hockey

game the same way.”
After a slow start last Friday 

against the Huskies, UMD 
turned things around, holding 
SCSU to just two shots in the 
third period to eventually force 
a tie.

The Bulldogs did seem to 
come out with more fire in 
game two, scoring 5:36 into 
the first and adding a tally or 
more in each of the following 
periods.

Another area of focus for 
the first-year head coach is the 
penalty kill, which has strug-

gled, giving up 16 goals in 57 
chances on the season for a 
penalty kill percentage of 71.9. 

“The penalty kill needs a lot 
of work,” Crowell said after 
a Friday game that saw the 
Bulldogs allow two power play 
goals. ”We’ve talked about it 
all season, and we addressed 
some things in the locker room 
going into the third period. I 
think most of it is executing.”

The Bulldog team has a bit of 
momentum after the Saturday 
game win, and junior forward 
Demi Crossman feels confident 

in her team’s play. 
“Our team is still working 

hard and we’re getting used to 
each other,” Crossman, who 
scored a goal in Friday’s tie, 
said. “We’re getting more con-
fidence and I expect for us to 
gain more chemistry and keep-
ing moving towards our peak.”

The Bulldogs hope to widen 
the gap they have created in 
the standings between them-
selves and the Ohio State Buck-
eyes (6-10-0, 3-9-0 WCHA) in 
the upcoming weekend series, 
their last games of 2015. 

Women’s hockey

since taking over the Bulldog 
basketball program. 

“You look at these five 
guys, they’ve provided some 
athleticism for us, they’re older 
and they’ve all either redshirted 
or transferred,” Bowen said. 
“They have some really good 
experience and that’s what we 
needed as we begin to retool 
this program and get it where 
we want it to go.” 

Despite the fact that none of 
the Arizona natives knew each 
other personally before coming 
to UMD, they have successfully 
developed strong chemistry on 
and off the court.

“I think we have great 
chemistry. One of the big things 
was that we came together and 
we stayed up here over the 
summer, working out together 
and living together and I think 
that was a good push to help us 
get on the track that we’re on 
right now,” Coleman said.

These guys haven’t minded 
trading in their 85 degrees and 
sunny lifestyles to come play for 
the Bulldogs.

“It was a great opportunity 

because the team was rebuilding 
when we all came here so we 
kind of got a chance to build 
our own team and make our 
own family here. It was a great 
opportunity for all of us guys to 
come here from Arizona and 
make it happen” Pineda said.

That chemistry they have 
built showed this weekend as 
the Bulldogs had an undefeated 
home stand. 

Friday night the Bulldogs 
continued to find ways to win, 
handing Crookston a 78-71 
loss and then rolled to a 74-67 
victory over Bemidji St. 

Saturday night.
Newton recorded a double-

double Friday night with 16 
points and 10 rebounds while 
Pineda and Coleman were both 
in double digits with 11 and 12 
points respectively. Saturday 
night was the same story as 
Newton, Pineda and Coleman 
all lit up the stat sheet as they 
helped the Bulldogs defeat 
Bowen’s former team with the 
tools he previously built that 
program with.

Men’s basketball

Junior Coleman, one of UMD’s five Arizona natives, goes 
to the hoop in UMD’s 74-67 win over Bemidji State Satur-
day. BRAD EISCHENS/STATESMAN

The women’s hock-
ey team celebrates 
after a goal during 
Saturday’s 4-0 win 
over St. Cloud State 
at Amsoil Arena. 
After a tie and a 
win with St. Cloud 
this past weekend, 
the Bulldogs are 
No. 6 in the WCHA 
standings. They 
look to create sep-
aration between 
themselves and No. 
7 Ohio State in a 
pair of games this 
weekend against 
the Buckeyes. BRAD 
EISCHENS/STATESMAN
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BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor

What do you get 
when you combine 
“Armageddon” and 
“The Day After 
Tomorrow” with a very 
small movie budget? You 
get Jonathan Winfrey’s 
“Icetastrophe.”

I’m not really sure 
how this movie made 
its way into Netflix’s 
“Holiday Favorites” 
category (or even how 

it’s considered a holiday 
movie at all) other than 
the fact that the events 
in the movie take place 
on Christmas. However, 
“Icetastrophe” is a semi-
entertaining movie as a 
comedy. Which is why 
it gets the extra half star 
from me.

“Icetastrophe” tells 
the story of a small town 
that gets hit by a meteor, 
which causes strange 
things to happen to 
the weather in the 
area. Following the 
impact, the town faces 

brutally cold weather 
from random occurring 
“flash freezes” and ice 
spikes popping up from 
the ground (I feel like 
this movie could’ve been 
filmed in Duluth in the 
winter).

The film follows 
two main characters, 
Charlie and a graduate 
student named Alex, as 
they attempt to save the 
members of the town 
while looking for a way 
to fix the winter weather 
problem. 

As Charlie and Alex 

work on their tasks, 
Charlie’s son, Tim, 
ventures out into the 
elements in an attempt 
to save his lady friend, 
Marley.

Further into the film, 
Alex comes up with 
a brilliant solution. 
She hypothesizes that 
extreme heat would 
solve the problem and 
melt the core of the 
meteorite. Um, duh? 
Apparently it takes a 
graduate student to 
figure out that extreme 
heat will melt ice.

Charlie then comes 
up with the genius plan 
to use a crap-ton of 
dynamite to create the 
heat needed to destroy 
the meteorite. This is 
where my favorite line 
from the movie comes 
from.

After hearing the 
plan, Alex asks Charlie, 
“What do you know 
about dynamite?” and 
Charlie simply responds 
with, “Boom.”

Despite Alex and 
Charlie’s best efforts, 
while en-route to 

the meteorite via 
snowmobile the 
dynamite falls off the 
back of the sled and is 
lost to the storm.

If after reading this 
you’re just dying to 
figure out how Alex and 
Charlie are supposed 
to save the town after 
losing the dynamite, 
need to get your winter 
weather fix or just plain 
need a laugh, then check 
out “Icetastrophe” in 
the “Holiday Favorites” 
category of Netflix.

Director: Jonathan Winfrey | Genre: Action/Adventure | Length: 86 minutes 
Netflix rating: 2/5 | My rating: 2.5/5

a n d

Icetastrophe
ILLUSTRATION BY WILL MADISON

Sports Edition

“Stressed Out” by Twenty One Pilots - 
Drew DeCorsey, junior, Tennis  

"It's Not Over Yet" by For King & 
Country - Emi Trost, sophomore, 
Women’s Cross Country 

“White Iverson” by Post Malone - Kale 
Boomer, sophomore, Football

“Confessions” Florida Georgia Line 
- Austyn Young, senior, Men’s 
Hockey

“Big Rings” by Drake ft. Future - 
Darren Walker, junior, Football 

Any songs by Machine Gun Kelly or 
Eminem - Demi Crossman, junior, 
Women’s Hockey 

“Alright” by Logic - Jimmy Heck, 
senior, Baseball 

“Roses” by The Chain Smokers - Kyle 
Osterberg, junior, Men’s Hockey

“Mr. Misunderstood” by Eric Church - 
Ben Everhart, freshman, Football

“Hello” by Adele - Alex 
Wojciechowski, senior, Baseball

Check out what your Bulldog athletes 
are currently listening to

Chill the ‘F’ out with music

BY KAHLA STATEMA
News Reporter

During these last 
couple weeks of the 
semester, students can 
be found scurrying 
through the halls or 
slouched over their 
computers...but they’ll 
most likely be listening 
to music.

Whether it’s hip-hop, 
screamo, classic rock or 
ambient, music is a well-
recognized way to help 
chill the ‘F’ out.

According to the 
American Music 
Therapy Association, 
music therapy is “used 
within a therapeutic 
relationship to address 
physical, emotional, 
cognitive and social 
needs of individuals.”

At Access Music 
Therapy in Duluth, 

owner and certified 
music therapist Jody 
Tucker offers individual 
and group music therapy 
to children, teens, adults 
and seniors. Tucker uses 
music therapy for those 
with developmental 
disabilities, special 
needs and mental health 
disorders.

Tucker offers a 
class called Hearts in 
Harmony which can 
provide an opportunity 
for college students to 
learn a technique that 
may help reduce their 
anxiety and stress.

“When it comes to 
someone with anxiety, 
we work on emotion 
regulation,” Tucker 
said.

In an article done 
by the American Psy-
chological Associa-
tion regarding recent 

research on music ther-
apy, it was found that 
music can improve a 
person’s immune system 
and reduce their stress 
levels. 

“Music helps me 
focus,” student Ashley 
Schafer said. “I don’t 
like it too quiet when I 
work and people don’t 
bug me when I have 
earbuds in.”

According to Tucker, 
there isn’t a best type of 
music to listen to. Her 
advice is to listen to feel-
good music and to keep 
the tempo in mind. 

Faster music can help 
make someone feel more 
alert and concentrated 
whereas music with a 
slower tempo can help 
someone feel more 
relaxed. Soft, ambient 

music is shown to be the 
best music to listening 
to when studying. It 
can help lower blood 
pressure and heart rate, 
resulting in less stress.

Research shows that 
listening to Mozart’s 
music can potentially 
improve mental 
performance for a short 
amount of time. This 
is called the Mozart 
Effect. 

“Just like two 
pendulums on a clock 
... as they’re both 
swaying back and forth, 
eventually they will sync 
together,” Tucker said. 
“And that’s the same 
thing with music and 
our bodies. Our bodies 
are rhythmic.”

To get more info on 
music therapy classes, 
call Jody Tucker at 218-
349-1792. 
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What: Ladies’ Karaoke Night
Where: R. T. Quinlan’s Saloon, 220 W. Superior
St., Duluth
Time: 9 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Open Mic
Where: Beaner’s Central, 324 N. Central Ave.,
Duluth
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Celtic Jam
Where: Sir Benedict’s Tavern on the Lake, 805
E. Superior St., Duluth
Time: 7 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Live music – Krayzie Bone
Where: Red Herring Lounge, 208 E. First St.,
Duluth
Time: 8 p.m.
Cost: $15 – $40; 18+

What: Live theater – The Nutcracker
Where: DECC Auditorium, 350 Harbor Drive,
Duluth
Time: 7 p.m.
Cost: $13 - $42

What: Comedy Open Mic Showcase 
Where: Dubh Linn Irish Pub, 109 W. Superior
St., Duluth 
Time: 10 p.m.
Cost: Free; 21+

What: Live comedy – Jamie Blanchard
Where: Dubh Linn Irish Pub, 109 W. Superior
St., Duluth
Time: 6:30 & 9 p.m.
Cost: $13

What: Karaoke
Where: Sir Benedict’s Tavern on the Lake, 805
E. Superior St., Duluth 
Time: 7 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Cribbage Tournament
Where: Burrito Union, 1332 E. Fourth St.,
Duluth
Time: Sign up at 8 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Kundalini Yoga and Meditation
Where: Lotus Center, 25 W. Superior St., 
Duluth
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Open Mic
Where: Sir Benedict’s Tavern on the Lake, 805
E. Superior St., Duluth
Time: 7 p.m.
Cost: Free

THIS WEEK
Arts & Entertainment
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For more art, entertainment and 
fun follow us @ArtStatesman. 
We’d love to hear from you!
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BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor

After a variety of 
different songs and 
demos released in 
the past few years, 
Duluth-based hip-hop 
artist NonFic recently 
released his first EP, 
“Night Movements,” 
with the help of 
producer Andrew DIFF.

The album was 
mixed and mastered by 
Jake Larson at Duluth’s 
Sacred Heart Studios.

During a previous 
interview with The 
Statesman, Scott Vezina 

(NonFic) explained that 
“Night Movements” 
tells the story of a night 
of partying, from the 
pregame to the early 
hours of the morning.

After listening to 
the album, the party 
storyline that Vezina 
explained definitely 
becomes clear to the 
listener.

Though the album is 
only a five-song EP, it 
features a wide variety 
of emotions, showcased 
both through Vezina’s 
lyrics and the beats 
done by Andrew DIFF. 
This kept me hooked 
as a listener as I played 

through one song after 
another and then threw 
it on repeat a few times 
after that.

The album features a 
downright party banger 
titled “Shake it Off,” 
which NonFic recently 
released a music video 
for that can be found 
on YouTube. However, 
the album also features 
more relaxed tracks 
such as “4AM” and 
“Dreams.”

Although I can 
definitely pick up vibes of 
similar artists to NonFic 
such as Atmosphere and 
Grieves in the album, 
NonFic and Andrew 

DIFF did a great job 
creating something that 
was all their own with 
“Night Movements.”

The only complaint I 
have of the album is that 
it ends after five songs. I 
want more.

Whether you can 
relate to the lyrics 
or not, NonFic and 
Andrew DIFF’s “Night 
Movements” is an 
album you should 
definitely check out.

“Night Movements” 
is available for 
free download on 
Soundcloud at www.
soundcloud.com/nonfic.

Album Review

“Night Movements” by NonFic and Andrew DIFF

BY LAURA GRUHLKE
Arts & Entertainment 
Reporter

On the intersection 
of 19th and 8th Street is 
the well-known café and 
restaurant Sara’s Table.

Sara’s Table is known 
for growing their own 
produce and offering 
a variety of vegan and 
gluten free options on 
the menu.

Upon walking into 
Sara’s Table you get the 

feel of a sweet little laid-
back café. Everyone 
working has a smile on 
his or her face and the 
small building makes 
you feel at home.

Since the establish-
ment is smaller, if you 
go at a busy time, expect 
to wait. However, there 
isn’t much room to wait 
inside the café, which 
could mean you might 
have to wait outside.

If you are a big fan of 
breakfast food, I would 
recommend checking 

out Sara’s Table the 
next time you’re out and 
about in the morning. 

I personally fell in love 
with their specialty pan-
cakes. You get to choose 
two fillings inside your 
plate-sized pancake. 
My all-time favorite is 
strawberry and choc-
olate chip. Plus, they 
have their homemade 
syrup that makes for a 
tasty topping.

Although Sara’s table 
is a little pricier than 
other places, the fresh-

ness and quality of the 
food really makes up for 
it. If you order anything 
with fresh produce in 
it, then you know it was 
grown in their garden.

The servers at Sara’s 
Table all seemed to have 
a genuine smile on their 
face and enjoy where 
they work.

If you're looking for a 
great place to get some 
quality breakfast, vegan 
or gluten-free foods then 
Sara’s Table is a great 
place to check out.

Restaurant review: 
Sara’s Table

Sara’s Table is located at 1902 E. 8th St. in Duluth. Though known for their breakfast food, Sara’s 
Table also offers a lunch and dinner menu. BRAD EISCHENS/STATESMAN
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UMD student Delphin Niyonkuru most recently did a live speed painting performance at the Asian 
Pacific American Association’s culture show. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

BY ALLIE BROWN
Copy Editor

Upon purchasing 
my ticket to the UMD 
Theatre’s production 
of “The (Curious case 
of the) Watson Intelli-
gence,” I wasn’t quite 
sure what to expect. 
However, I ended up 
really enjoying the show 
and came away from it 
with a lot to think about.

I knew it was about 
three different Watsons 
from throughout history 
(Watson from “Sherlock 
Holmes”, Alexander 
Graham Bell’s assistant 
named Watson, and 

Watson the supercom-
puter who competed on 
“Jeopardy!”) and how 
they were all helpers, 
but I didn’t know what 
the plot would really be 
about.

 The acting was 
amazing in this show. 
There were only three 
actors, and each of them 
played many different 
roles. The basic idea of 
the characters was that 
they kept being reincar-
nated through time, in a 
way, and their lives were 
interconnected. 

Their stories are all 
connected in very inter-
esting ways throughout 
the different time peri-

ods and it was interest-
ing to see how the time 
periods they were living 
in affected their story. 

What I thought was 
so impressive about the 
acting was the actors’ 
ability to become these 
different characters so 
convincingly. 

While all of their 
characters were basi-
cally the same person, 
they were also products 
of their times and did 
have slightly different 
personalities, as well as 
different accents, occa-
sionally. It also never 
felt like watching actors, 
it felt like the conversa-
tions were actually hap-

pening in real time right 
in front of me. 

Another thing worth 
mentioning was the set. 
I love black box theaters 
because they allow for 
really interesting sets. 
This set had a really 
cool wall-type structure 
at the back of it that 
had things like beds and 
fireplaces folded up into 
it so they could be there 
in some scenes and gone 
in others. 

They also used the 
same few pieces of fur-
niture over and over 
again, just moving them 
around to make the set 
look different for the dif-
ferent locations. 

The play also used a 
lot of lights and projec-
tors on a screen in the 
very back of the set to 
change the mood or set-
ting. All of this was very 
effective at what it was 
trying to convey with-
out slowing down the 
play with crew members 
moving tons of furniture 
or changing the back-
grounds. 

The last thing I want 
to talk about is the idea 
of connection presented 
in this production.

All of the characters 
were connected with 
their past and future 
selves, but they were 
also very connected to 

each other. 
Watson is described 

many times as a helper 
and I really liked what 
he (as Alexander Gra-
ham Bell’s assistant) 
said: that there are only 
a few great people in 
the world, but behind 
them are many helpers 
that get lost to history.  
The helpers were just as 
important to the great 
person’s achievements 
as the great person was, 
though, so if you can’t 
be a great person, be a 
helper.

Overall, I definitely 
would recommend the 
play. It was interesting 
and thought provoking. 

Theater review: The (curious 
case of the) Watson Intelligence

UMD Theatre’s production of “The (curious case of the) Watson Intelligence” features a small cast of only three, made up by UMD students Dylan Rugh, 
Wes Anderson and Chelsea Campbell. With such a small cast, each actor/actress was required to play multiple roles. BRAD EISCHENS/STATESMAN

BY LAURA GRUHLKE
Arts & Entertainment 
Reporter

There are quite a few 
things that you can do 
in two minutes, but is 
painting a piece one of 
them? For sophomore, 
Delphin Niyonkuru, it 
is.

Delphin Niyonkuru 
has been speed paint-
ing now for two years. 
However, painting 
wasn’t anything he ever 
thought about doing 
until his high school art 
teacher thought differ-
ently. 

After taking what his 
teacher said into consid-
eration, he went home 
and started doing some 
research. That’s when 
he stumbled upon a vid-
eo from “America’s Got 
Talent” that starred a 
speed painter.

When Niyonkuru first 
tried it out, it took him 
around an hour and a 
half. “I thought, ‘wow 
they aren’t going to give 
me that much time,’” 
Niyonkuru joked.

Now in college, Niy-
onkuru strives to stand 
out from his peers. “I 
like to do things differ-
ently from other peo-

ple,” he said.
Niyonkuru is a very 

ambitious young man. 
On top of being a stu-
dent and speed painter, 
he is now a representa-
tive for Student Asso-
ciation and is involved 
in four clubs within the 
Multicultural Center.

One of his big-
gest motivations in 
art occurred when he 
entered in his first com-
petition.

Niyonkuru was really 
proud of his piece and 
thinks he should have 
won, but since there 
was an essay component 
attached to the com-

petition, he ended up 
not placing. His family 
had just moved to the 
United States in 2010 
and he didn’t speak any 
English prior to mov-
ing here, only French. 
This caused some dif-
ficulty when it came to 
the essay portion of the 
competition.

Despite not placing 
in the competition, the 
judges chose his piece 
to be featured on their 
billboard, a place usual-
ly chosen for the grand 
prize winners’ piece. 

“That was one thing 
that really pushed me to 
keep doing it over and 

over,” Niyonkuru said.
Art is still something 

that he hopes to have 
throughout his life. 
However, as a current 
computer science and 
graphic design student 
his ultimate goal is to 
create the first “smart” 
house or office. 

“I’m not trying to lim-
it myself to just art,” he 
said.

Niyonkuru still occa-
sionally does live speed 
painting performances. 
He mentions how he 
often either has music 
playing, people danc-
ing or even performing 
martial arts while he is 

painting. 
“I don’t want the 

audience to be bored, so 
I have another perfor-
mance within the per-
formance,” he said.

In 10 years he hopes 
to be done with school 
and starting his own 
graphic design business. 
He plans to start buying 
houses within the next 
couple of years to make 
a profit and eventually 
use them as his smart 
houses. 

“Well, I’m a dream-
er,” Niyonkuru said.

Delphin 
Niyonkuru 

Computer science 
student by day, 
speed painter by 
night
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Opportunities with rapidly growing UnitedHealth 
Group. If you’re inspired to make the world a better 
place, you can’t do better than this exciting opportunity. 
UnitedHealth Group, a Fortune 14 organization, continues 
to expand and grow as we continue to help people live 
healthier lives. We offer an environment that brings out 
your best because we believe that only your best will do.

Do you already have experience as a Customer Service Representative.  Great! 
You’ll love our training and the support we can give you. But even if you haven’t 
worked in Customer Service before, count yourself in.  We’re interested in your 
skills and your ability to connect with people.  Prior experience in retail, sales, 
teaching, offi ce support or administrative roles, even jobs in the restaurant and 
hospitality fi elds would be ideal. We provide exceptional training and resources 
and outstanding potential to advance your career in one of our locations spanning 
the globe. For difference makers with energy and passion, this is the place to reach 
new levels of achievement. Come. Build on your background in customer service or 
related experience. It’s an opportunity to do your life’s best work.SM

Customer Service
Experience welcome but not required!
Go to yourlifesbestwork.com/service

facebook.com/uhgcareers twitter.com/UHGSvcCntr

http://linkd.in/uhgcustserv youtube.com/uhgcareers

Claire M.   
Humane Society Volunteer
Customer Service Advocate

What inspires your life 
can transform your career.
Join us and discover a new career direction.

Diversity creates a healthier atmosphere: equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V. UnitedHealth 
Group is a drug-free workplace. Candidates are required to pass a drug test before beginning 
employment. © 2015 UnitedHealth Group. All rights reserved.
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UN

LIM
ITED RIDES

Ride DTA to the Game!

Routes 6, 11 and 13 all provide 
direct service from Kirby Plaza to 
the downtown DTA Transit Center. 
From there, you can walk across 
the newly reconstructed Northwest 
Passage Skywalk to the game. 

218-722-SAVE • duluthtransit.com

#DTA
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8:05
9:05

Friday
6:31
7:00
8:00
9:00

At Kirby Plaza
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