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BY AISLING DOHENY
Staff Reporter

The week before Thanks-
giving was rough as students 
eagerly awaited their first 
break of the semester. Once 
Wednesday finally rolled 
around, students hoped their 
last class period would fly by. 
While most people were con-
templating their favorite type 
of pie, Jeffrey Rop, history 
professor, received the sur-
prise of a lifetime.

Rop was halfway through 
his noon class when Mary 
Faulker, his pregnant fiancée, 
showed up in the door of his 
classroom.

“It’s happening,” Faulker 
said to him.

Rop said he doesn’t 
remember exactly what he 
was feeling, but recalls that 
his students clapped after he 
turned to them and said he 
had to cancel the rest of class.

“I think they clapped 
because they were happy that 
class ended early,” Rop said.

Rop added that the day 
was much less chaotic than it 
seemed.

“Seeing my fiancée show 
up in my door was as shock-
ing as ever, but the situation 
was very much under con-
trol,” Rop recalled.

Faulkner went in for a 
scheduled ultrasound ear-
lier that morning. Her due 
date wasn’t until Dec. 10, 
but doctors found that the 
baby was in a breech position 
and growing at a slower rate 
than most babies in the third 
trimester. They scheduled a 
C-section for 5:30 p.m. later 
that day.

After Faulkner came to 
Rop’s classroom, they went 
home together to pack over-
night bags. Rop and Faulker

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

A 22-year-old UMD student unseated Duluth’s 
NAACP president of more than 20 years on Sun-
day, Nov. 30. However, her run for president was not 
without controversy.

Classie Dudley, a senior at UMD, was elected 
president of the NAACP — beating out long-time 
president Claudie Washington. Washington origi-
nally stated that Dudley was ineligible to run for 
president, as she had a lapse in membership in July. 
However, Dudley is in accordance with the bylaws of 
the NAACP’s constitution, and Washington has not 
officially contested the election. 

Formerly the chair of com-
munications for the region’s 
NAACP, Dudley attended 
national events in Las Vegas 
and Florida. After attending 
these events, the Duluth native 
decided that she would run for 
NAACP president, an organi-
zation she has always been a 
part of.

“I’ve always had the heart 
for social justice and activ-
ism,” Dudley said, “and so I’ve 
always participated in events that the NAACP did 
locally and statewide.”

Dudley said that her main motivation to run for 
president was the support she had from people within 
the organization, as well as a difference of opinion 
with Washington over what direction the NAACP 
was heading.

Dudley said that increasing the size of the organi-
zation is her top priority.

“I really, really want to push membership,” Dudley 
said. “I think that’s super important to revitalize an 
organization that needs strong membership, strong 
leadership and strong organizational skills. I really 
want to push that and really unite our branch so we 
can start working on Duluth.”

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

Champ the Bulldog 
seems to be everywhere: 
sporting and community 
events, walking down the 
hallways, and even birth-
day parties. How does the 
bipedal dog do it? 

Three UMD students 
— Spencer Olson, Pat-
rick O’Neil and Taylor 
Korum — take turns 
wearing the uniform 
depending on their 
respective availabilities. 
Olson typically does the 
community and social 
events while O’Neil 
and Korum do sporting 
events. 

For Olson, this is noth-
ing new. The sophomore 
engineering major was 
the mascot at Holy Fam-
ily High School in Chas-
ka. He was so into the 
role that he even created 
his own dragon costume, 
which he says the kids 
loved. When he arrived 
at UMD, he quickly 
jumped at the chance to 
don the bulldog costume. 

“I saw the opportunity 
to have it up here, so I 
went for it,” Olson said. 

Wearing the costume 
counts as work-study, 
which was a big factor for 
O’Neil when he signed 
up.

“It looked like some-
thing fun to do and you 
get paid to do it,” O’Neil 
said. “I thought, ‘Why 
not?’”

O’Neil was a three-
sport athlete at Apple 
Valley High School, 
which didn’t allow him to 
be a mascot at the time. 
Once he got to UMD, the 
business finance major 
saw this as a way to get 
paid to attend the games. 

As for Korum, he 
couldn’t quite put a finger 
on why he chose to be a 
six-foot-tall Bulldog. 

“I’ve been Champ for 
three years,” Korum said. 
“Don’t really know why.” 
The junior criminol-
ogy major said that some 
friends convinced him 
to become Champ when 
they saw how much ener-
gy he had in his everyday 
life.  O’Neil said that he’s 
been busier wearing the 
Champ costume this year 
than previous years, split

UMD student elected Duluth’s NAACP president

Where’s our prof?

Who is that masked man? Cancel 
class, I’m 
having a 
baby

Three students don 
the Champ costume

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

Senior Instructor Michael Mullins, a German lan-
guage and culture instructor at UMD, has taken a leave 
of absence from teaching. 

Mullins declined to comment on his leave of absence.
Associate Professor Kristen Hylenski, the depart-

ment head of the foreign languages and literatures sec-
tion of CLA, could also not be reached for comment. 

Mullins is the legislative liaison of University Educa-
tion Association - Duluth (UEA-D). According to their 
website, UEA exists to “facilitate productive discus-
sions of issues confronting faculty at UMD. It promotes 
the interests of higher education and research.”

Scott Laderman, associate professor of history at 
UMD and UEA-D Contract Administrator, declined to 
comment on Mullins’ leave of absence.

Michael Pfau, president of UEA-D, said that he had 
no information on the issue.  

German instructor takes leave of absence

A history professor 
had to end his lecture 
early when his fiancee 
went into labor

Dudley

Service with a smile
Read about the Taco 
Bell cashier on B5

see NAACP, A4

   see BABY, A3

    see CHAMP, A3

Champ skating at a UMD hockey game. Taylor Korum said that hockey 
games are the most strenuous events to cover. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Track and field competes 
at St. Scholastica B2
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Top 10 Top 10 
Fries

1. Fitger’s

2. Arby’s

3. Five Guy’s

4. McDonald’s

5. Fry from Futurama

6. Wendy’s

7. Tavern on the Hill’s sweet potato fries

8. Culver’s

9. Texas Roadhouse’s

10. Grandma’s

PHOTO OF THE WEEK SANTA CLAUSE IS COMING TO TOWN
BY ALEX GANEEV

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook
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A map of all the citations written by UMDPD on campus. Citations ranged from underage consumptions and possession of marijuana to speeding tickets 
and leaving the scene of an accident. 

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

A theft at 1120 Kirby Drive on Thursday was 
reported to the UMDPD at 2:02 p.m. The case is 
pending. 

Between 5:06 p.m. and 5:29 p.m., the UMDPD 
assisted three students jump-start their respective 

vehicles. 
A report of harassment at 1049 University Drive 

was reported at 5:37 p.m. The responding officer 
advised those involved and filed it as a matter of 
record. 

On Friday at 2:40 a.m., a report of students caus-
ing a disturbance at 1201 Ordean Court prompted 
officer response. A group of skateboarders were rep-
rimanded and released. 

At 6:36 p.m., an officer responding to a report of 
suspicious activity on the 300 block of Harbor Drive 
discovered an underage person drinking alcohol. 
The person was cited for underage consumption and 
transported to detox.

A report of a student at 509 Niagara Court in 
need of possible medical attention was reported 
to the UMDP at 9:23 p.m. The responding officer 
declared the situation all okay and filed it as a mat-
ter of record. 

A report of a loud party at 618 Oakland Circle 
at 11:30 p.m. led to the citation of 13 students for 
underage consumption. 

On Saturday at 9:35 a.m., a person was cited for 
speeding on the 600 block of West College Street. 

On Sunday at 1:51 a.m., an officer responded to a 
report of suspicious activity at 509 Niagara Court. 
Two students were cited for underage consumption. 

At 1:01 a.m. on Monday, a student at 1320 Maple-
wood Court reported that they needed medical 
assistance. The student was transported to the hos-
pital by Gold Cross Ambulance. 

A student was cited for underage consumption at 
5:35 a.m. at 508 Niagara Court. The original call 
was a report of suspicious activity. 

On Tuesday at 12:15 a.m., a report of an assault at 
506 Niagara Court was reported to the UMDPD. 
The alleged assailant was arrested for fifth degree 
assault and transported to jail. 
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ting most of the sporting events with Korum. 
As for Olson, he said he averages about 

three events each week.
Olson added that each of the three have 

their own ways of helping each other out and 
getting fans into the game. 

“Patrick is really good at being available 
and helping out whenever he can,” Olson said. 
“Taylor is really good with crowd control and 
getting people’s attention and interacting with 
the crowd. I’m really good at entertaining the 
crowd through dancing and stuff like that. 
Each of us has strengths.”

Something that Olson and O’Neil focused 
on was how hot the costume gets — especially 
working outdoors early in the school year. 
That’s why O’Neil’s favorite events are men’s 
and women’s hockey.

“It gets really hot in the suit,” O’Neil said. 
“The hockey arena is air-conditioned and 
cold, so you get a lot less sweaty.”  

Korum’s favorite event to work is men’s 
hockey as well.

“(The) most fans and the most students,” 
Korum said. “They have a lot of fun. I get to 
skate around, talk with the players. It’s pretty 
fun.”

As for how hot the suit gets, Korum says that 
hockey games are the worst. 

“I would say that at men’s hockey games you 
actually sweat the most,” Korum said. “I’m 
moving around, skating and running up and 
down stairs.”

But, according to all three, the most reward-
ing part of wearing the suit is seeing people’s 
reactions towards Champ — especially from 
the kids.

“I think just seeing how happy people can 
be and making people’s day,” Olson said. He 
added that, for a recent birthday party, he was 
playing hockey with younger kids while wear-

ing the costume. The kids had a blast. 
“Seeing how happy the kids were made my 

day,” Olson said.
Korum said there is a fine line to tread with 

kids because some love Champ, but others are 
terrified. 

“I made a little baby say his first word. He 
said ‘Doggy,’” Korum said. “And then a year 
later, some kids a bit older might not like it. A 
year after that, they might like it again. It’s all 
just an up-and-down; you kind of have to go 
in slow.”

For O’Neil, interacting with the kids is 
rewarding. 

 “The kids, they get so happy to see you,” 
O’Neil said. “Then you go up to them, 
hug them or high-five them, and they just 
get super excited. It just kind of makes you 
smile.”

After Faulkner came to Rop’s 
classroom, they went home togeth-
er to pack overnight bags. Rop and 
Faulker checked in to the hospital 
at 1:30 p.m. and prepared for the 
delivery. Rop held her hand dur-
ing the operation.

Eileen Gene was born at 5:47 
p.m. on Nov. 26. at St. Luke’s. She 
weighed 5 pounds and 5 ounces.

“It was a crazy day,” Rop said. 
“One minute I was teaching in my 
class, and five hours later I had a 
baby.”

Fauler and Eileen were released 
from the hospital that Saturday 
happy, healthy and ready to go 
home. 

Currently, Rop’s teaching 

schedule is very relaxed. He had 
planned his class syllabus around 
the due date of Eileen so that the 
class could run without him at the 
end of the semester. He planned 
ahead so that he can now focus 
more of his time on being a father.

Rop said he loves being a new 
dad, though it is nothing short of 
very difficult.

“I’m feeling the lack of sleep 
affect me already,” Rop said.

His parents were here in Duluth 
to help out earlier last week, but 
now it’s just him and his fiancée. 
There are a lot of nights where 
they are woken at 4 a.m., but Rop 
said he can’t imagine his life with-
out Eileen.

Continued from A1
       Champ

Continued from A1

          Baby

Patrick O’Neil, one of the students who 
wears the Champ costume. O’Neil said 
that hockey games are the best event to 
work because the arena is so cold. ALEX 
GANEEV/STATESMAN Professor Rop and 

his baby Eileen. 
Rop said that 
he planned for 
Eileen’s birth and 
that his class can 
run without him. 
JEFFERY ROP/SUBMIT-
TED
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Student petted away stress during pre-
finals week. SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN
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           NAACP

Dudley said there are around 50 
members in the group currently. She 
added that students are encouraged 
to attend events, and mentioned that 
a NAACP college chapter and youth 
branch are possibilities in the future. 

Another goal Dudley had for the 

group is finding an office space in 
downtown Duluth. She said that she 
has been meeting with sponsors and 
donors, as well as her executive com-
mittee, to find a home for the NAACP. 

While the membership drive and 
office space are Dudley’s top two goals 

at the moment, she has 
several long-term goals 
on her agenda.

“I really want to start 
utilizing unity within 
the community and 
planting the NAACP’s 
mission statement 
throughout the com-
munity,” Dudley said. 
“That’s something that 
we always focus on, 
whether that be with 
the school district or the 
police officers or talking 
to city council. What-
ever that aspect that we 
need to tackle, we’ll do 
it.”
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Women’s Cross-
country takes 
third at Nationals
BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

It’s been a big year for the UMD Women’s Cross-
country team, and it all culminated in the NCAA 
Division II Cross-country Championship on Satur-
day in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Before the Championship meet last weekend, 
UMD defended their NCAA Division II Central 
Regional Title with a second regional championship 
on their way to the national stage.

The Bulldogs produced four All-
Americans en route to a third over-
all finish. Both accolades rank at 
the top of the UMD record books 
as the highest ever finish and most 
runners to ever get the title of All-
American. 

Because of the much warm-
er weather in Kentucky, mud 
became a problem for the run-
ners. The usual 6K race was 
shortened to a 5.78K due to wet 
conditions. However, sopho-
more Samantha Rivard was able 
to place 14th overall in a race 
between 233 athletes with a time 
of 21 minutes, 38 seconds. Her 
time led all Bulldog runners and 
earned her a second All-Ameri-
can Cross-country title. Rivard 
was also recently named the Cen-
tral Region Athlete of the Year 
by the United States Track and 
Field and Cross-country Associa-
tion (USTFCCA). Her race times 
this year have also landed her four 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Con-
ference Cross-country Athlete of 
the Week accolades. 

Her coach, Joanna Warmington, 
also received Central Region Coach of the Year hon-
ors for the second year in a row by the USTFCCA. 

Other athletes to take All-American honors were 
freshman Emy Trost (18), sophomore Breanna Col-
benson (25) and junior Hannah Olson (27). Also 
competing were senior Allie Rudin (63) and fresh-
man duo Amber Seidenkranz (133) and McKenzie 
Holt (185). The seven girls earned their team 118 
points on the day. 

Colbenson, Olson, Rudin and Rivard all compet-
ed at Nationals in 2013 as well, where Rivard one her 
first All-American title.

The Women’s Cross Country team took home third 
at Nationals and brought back four All-Americans. 
LAUREN BRUHA/SUBMITTED

Bulldogs depth key in sweep

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

MEN’S HOCKEY

FOOTBALL WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

2014 SENIOR CLASS 
COUNTDOWN

As the Bulldog seniors begin to count down 
the days until graduation, the Statesman counts 
down biggest impacts this senior class made on 
the UMD football program. 

5- Five senior defenders (Gavin Brown, 
Gavin Brady, Daryl Brown, Yusef Hassan and 
Jacob Brusehaver) combined for 217 tackles in 
2014; at least one of them was involved in nearly 
25 percent of all stops this season. 

4- UMD has won a playoff game in four out 
of the last five years. With nine playoff victories 
to their name, this senior class has more playoff 
wins than losses, playing to an overall record of 
60-8 since 2010.

3- Senior running back Austin Sikorski has 
the third best amount of career rushing yards in 
UMD football with 3,216. Playing in only seven 
games this year, his senior season and career 
came to an abrupt end due to a season-ending 
knee injury.

2- Two graduating receivers, Zach Zweifel 
and Aaron Roth, rank fifth and seventh respec-
tively in program history in career receptions 
and yards. Zweifel had 169 career receptions 
for 2,280 yards and 17 touchdowns while Roth 
had 147 receptions, 1,665 receiving yards and 
15 touchdowns.

1- They brought home one championship 
title together. Nine members of this senior class 
were members of the 2010 Bulldog team that 
went undefeated and captured the national 
championship.

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Statesman Correspondent

UMD’s playoff run ended 
with a 44-17 loss against con-
ference rival and top-ranked 
Minnesota State Mankato, 
where turnovers and inju-
ries kept the Bulldogs from 
mounting a comeback.  

The Bulldogs fought to 
the end, but things didn’t go 
their way from the first snap.

After turning the ball over 
just 10 times in the previous 
13 games, the Bulldogs lost a 
fumble on the first play from 
scrimmage. The turnover 
was the first of four turnovers 
that stifled their offense and 
prevented them from build-
ing any momentum. Minne-
sota State turned these turn-
overs into 21 points.

The turnovers also put 
pressure on the defensive 
unit. Despite completing 
only two more passes than 
UMD, the Mavericks had 
twice as many passing yards. 
Exploiting a Bulldog sec-
ondary thinned by injuries, 
the MSU offense was able 
to complete five passes of at 
least 30 yards.   

Drew Bauer and Logan 
Lauters combined for 198 
rushing yards against Min-
nesota State. With 106 
yards on the ground, Bauer 
set a single season program 
record for quarterback rush-
ing yards with 983.

But Minnesota State shut 

down the Bulldog offense 
when it mattered. UMD 
failed to convert on any of 
their 14 third-down attempts 
in the game. After scoring a 
combined 33 fourth quarter 
points in their first two play-
off games the Bulldogs were 
unable to score in the fourth 
quarter of Saturday’s loss. 

It was the fewest points 
they have scored since fall-
ing to the Mavericks in 2013, 
and was a sharp contrast to 
the 40.9 points per game 
they averaged this season.

The Bulldogs will lose 
much of their offensive out-
put to graduating seniors.

“We’re going to lose some 
key guys (with) great senior 
leadership,” Bauer said. 
“We’re kind of young on 
the (offense line), so I feel 
like with the offseason we’ll 
be really strong there next 
year.” 

Injuries remained con-
stant throughout the 2014 
season. From a thin defen-
sive secondary to season-
ending knee injuries to 
senior starters Austin Sikor-
ski and Jacob Brusehaver, 
the Bulldogs struggled to 
stay healthy all season. In 
the end, it hurt them. 

Senior defensive back 
Daryl Brown and senior 
wide receiver Aaron Roth, 
both of whom struggled to 
stay healthy this season, 
were injured in the game. 

see FOOTBALL, B2

see MEN’S HOCKEY, B2

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

After a week off, the men’s 
hockey team took on Colorado 
College — a game that would 
end in a UMD sweep. The Bull-
dogs’ depth was largely to thank 
in the pair of wins as UMD 
senior captain Adam Krause 
came back with a goal and two 
assists on the weekend.

The Bulldogs were off to a slow 
start and went down early in the 
first game against the Tigers, 
starting with a 1-0 deficit. The 
deficit would quickly become 2-0 
after Colorado College’s Hunter 
Fejes scored within three minutes 
of the second period. 

However, UMD’s Tony Cam-
eranesi opened the scoring for 
the Bulldogs midway through 
the second and it was all Bulldogs 
from there on out. UMD would 
go on to score three unanswered 
goals, including an overtime Forward Austyn Young moves the puck into the offensive zone 

on Saturday. He scored the first goal for UMD that night. ALEX 
GANEEV/ STATESMAN 

Bulldog football’s senior class ended their career with a 17-44 loss to Minnesota State Mankato in the 
NCAA DIvision II Quarterfinal on Saturday. Illustration by Sarah Stauner. 

Junior forward Jessica Meyer was awarded 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
North Player of the Week for the first time in 
her career after helping her team earn their 
first weekend sweep of the season. The Bull-
dogs put down both Minnesota-Crookston 
and Bemidji State with two of their most 
offensive games this season with final scores 
of 71-67 and 88-67 respectively. UMD ATHLET-
ICS/ SUBMITTED

Turnovers halt playoff run
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Continued from B1

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Men’s hockey

Continued from B1

winner from Kyle Osterberg. 
“I scored, but it was all Justin (Crandall) and Cal 

(Decowski),” Osterberg said. “(The puck) was sit-
ting there. I just banged it home.”

The Bulldogs came out hot on Saturday night, 
scoring a total of seven goals in the season’s most 
offensive game yet. UMD’s slow start Friday was 
reminiscent of their earlier matchups, where the 
Bulldogs seemed to be battling back from deficits 
on a nightly basis. 

Even in those games, however, the Bulldogs were 
often able to pull out wins. Their scoring depth 
on almost every line — including the blue line — 
chips in to the offensive effort. 

Junior defenseman Andy Welinski added a sixth 
goal to his season total, the most of all UMD 
defensemen, on a second period power play. His 
goal would become the eventual game winner, and 
Welinski knows that the team will continue to rely 
on all members of the team for offense in the sec-
ond half of the season. 

“I think as much as you want to you can’t have 
everybody going on the same night,” Welinski said. 
“I think all the lines were pretty consistent tonight, 
and being able to wear teams down is something 
we’re going to be able to use to our advantage. We 
have skill and strength on every line.”

The depth on this year’s Bulldog team has cre-
ated the problem, if it can be called a problem, of 
too many game-ready players. Even with Krause 
sitting out six games due to a wrist injury, the Bull-
dogs went 5-1 in that stretch. The captain’s return 
was welcomed by the team, and by no one more 
than Krause himself. 

“In the first few periods I was just running on 
adrenaline,” Krause said. “I was just excited to be 
back out there.”

However, the team’s ability to play well with a 
key player out of the lineup is something they feel 
confident about as a team. That scoring depth will 
also be key against their next opponent. Next up 
for UMD is No. 5 Michigan Tech University, who 
has been nearly lights out this season. They will 
definitely be another test for the Bulldogs.

 “Injuries are a big part of the game,” head coach 
Curt Wiese said. “It was exciting to see some of the 
youth in this football program step up and make 
big plays for us, but injuries can’t determine your 
outcome as a football team.

“We certainly weren’t at full strength against 
Mankato, but I’m sure Mankato wasn’t full 
strength against us either.”

Fourteen Bulldogs will graduate this spring, and 
with many of them holding starting roles this sea-
son, there will be many opportunities for Bulldog 
underclassman to step up in 2015. 

“We’re very excited about the class that we signed 
and red shirted this year,” Wiese said. “They seem 
to be (a) very focused and hardworking group; 
we’re looking forward to adding those guys to our 
depth chart this spring and developing (them).”

Eight different Bulldogs received Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference North Division All-
Conference First Team honors. 

Offensive linemen Peter Bateman, Andrew Mill-
er and Philip Rutz were selected, along with run-
ning back Logan Lauters. 

On the other side of the football, defensive back 
David Boegel, linebacker Gavin Grady and defen-
sive lineman Jonathan Harden received first team 
nods, while junior kicker Andrew Brees earned first 
team special teams honors.

Announced Tuesday senior offensive guard 
Andrew Muer  was named a first team All Ameri-
can, the fifth Bulldog in seven years to revieve the 
honor. 

Football

UMD brings home pair of wins
BY ROD BLOCKER
Statesman Correspondent

The UMD Men’s basketball 
team improved to 5-4 overall and 
2-1 in conference play over the 
weekend after wins on Friday and 
Saturday. The wins came against 
the University of Minnesota-
Crookston on Friday night and 
Bemidji State University on Satur-
day Night.

UMD won both games by dou-
ble digits over the weekend, defeat-
ing the University of Minnesota, 
Crookston by a score of 66-50 on 
Friday night. On Saturday, UMD 
defeated Bemidji State University 
by a score of 79-66. 

Team chemistry played a huge 
factor in the team’s success over 
the weekend, with the group play-
ing a much more cohesive game 
than was visible in the first few 
weeks of the season.  

Over the weekend, the Bulldogs 
shot an average of 53.1 percent 
from the field, 43.6 percent from 
the three-point line, and they only 
committed 17 turnovers. 

Coach Bowen feels the team is 
improving when it comes to creat-
ing on-the-court chemistry, espe-
cially on the offensive end. 

“At the beginning of the season 
we suffered from dry spells, but I 
didn’t see that much this weekend, 
which shows we’re getting used to 
playing with one another,” Bowen 
said.

Coach Bowen also stressed how 
continuity and flow helped the 
team’s offensive performance. The 
team’s offensive flow and chem-
istry helped senior captain Brett 
Ervin have a season-high 33 points 
against Bemidji State. 

Ervin wasn’t the only Bull-
dog player who found success 
over the weekend. Junior guard 
Brendon Pineda shot 57 percent 
from the field over the weekend, 
while junior guard Pierre Newton 
grabbed a total of 15 rebounds in 
the combined two games.

“We played more consistent in 
these road wins than we have in 
the past,” Bowen said.

Playing at a consistent level is 
a major focus of the team as they 

move into conference play against 
the top tier teams in the confer-
ence. 

Competing with the power-
houses of the NSIC is exactly what 
Coach Bowen and the Bulldogs 
hope to do this season, but Bowen 
knows there’s still work to be done. 

“We have only scratched the 
surface,” Bowen said. “We have to 
continue to improve everyday in 
practice and during every game so 
we can get better to compete in the 
top half of the conference.” 

The bulldogs feel they can build 
on a successful start to conference 
play.  Players expressed how all 
the work they did in the off-season 

keeps them motivated to compete 
with the conference best and com-
plete their goals as a team.

“Over the summer, we worked 
hard to get to a point to compete 
and set ourselves up for a chance 
to not only be relevant in the con-
ference, but win the conference,” 
Ervin said. “That’s what motivates 
us.” 

The team will have a couple of 
chances this week to show off their 
hard work in front of their home 
crowd against the upper echelon 
of the NSIC. The Bulldogs take 
on Northern State University 
(8-1) Friday, and Minnesota State 
Moorhead (10-0) on Saturday.

Track and field opens at St. Scholastica

Senior Brett Ervin was awarded NSIC North Athlete of the Week 
honors after helping UMD come home with a pair of wins this week-
end. UMD ATHLETICS/ SUBMITTED

Track and field’s indoor season started this weekend with The Opener at St. Scholastica. ALEX GANEEV/
STATESMAN



 B3
Arts

Arts & EntErtAinmEnt Editor / Aprill Emig / emigx005@d.umn.edu

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014&EntErtAinmEnt

LOVE AT FIRST BID
BY TAYLOR JENSEN

Arts & Entertainment Reporter

Twelve guys made their way down the runway to win bids from the audience. They competed in an “awkward talent” contest, tested out their favorite 
pickup lines, and answered questions posed by host Jacob Schornak (pictured on right). ELIZABETH HUNINGHAKE/STATESMAN

“ “We would go 
bobsledding 

down Chester, 
come back to 
a nice warm 
house, and 

watch Netflix 
and have a 

home-cooked 
meal.”

Cord Reno

In the middle of dancing to “I’m Sexy and I Know It” during the awkward talent contest, Cord Reno walked off stage and began to person-
ally serenade members of the audience.  KAYLA COLLINS/STATESMAN

“Going once, going twice, sold!” The three words echoed out of the 
Kirby Ballroom on Wednesday night as male members of Students 
Today Leaders Forever took the stage for the organization’s first date 
auction.

BY TAYLOR JENSEN
Arts & Entertainment Reporter

STLF is a non-profit UMD organization. “This auc-
tion will help fund the Pay it Forward tour, give scholar-
ships and help pay for meals on the tour,” Trish Oyaas, 
an STLF member, said.

The group raised over $500, according to Oyaas.
The Pay it Forward tour is a trip that the group takes 

over spring break. “It’s a week long trip where we stop 
at five different cities where students give back to com-
munities across the U.S.,” STLF member Patrick Cau-
ley said.

“None of the guys were forced to do the activity,” 
Oyaas said with a smile.

One of the guys who volunteered to be auctioned was 
junior Cord Reno. Reno, who had never participated in 
a date auction before, described his perfect date.

“We would go bobsledding down Chester, come back 
to a nice warm house, and watch Netflix and have a 
home-cooked meal,” Reno said. 

Host Jacob Schornak started with the introductions.
Music played as the 12 guys made their way down 

the runway one at a time to introduce themselves to 
potential dates.

Schornak had the guys strut their stuff one more time 
down the runway. After the men did that, they broke 
into groups of three for an “awkward talent” contest.

The talents ranged anywhere from rapping Nicki 
Minaj’s hit “Super Bass” to a dance routine and lip sync 
to a melody of hit songs.

The boys then got to test their favorite pick up lines 
on a girl from the audience.

Since knowledge is power, the last activity the guys 
did before they were auctioned off was answering a 
variety of question within 20 seconds. The questions 
were things along the lines of “how would you change 

the education system?”
Finally, it was the moment the audience had been 

waiting for. With opening bids starting at $2, hands 
were raised and the bidding began. One by one the 
guys were auctioned off to the highest bidder.

Some of the ladies shared what they’re looking for an 
ideal date.

“I’m looking for someone who makes a complete 
fool of themselves and laughs about it,” senior Bridgett 
Clarke said.

Freshman Kristina Paumen had her own idea of the 
perfect guy to date. 

“It really depends. I’m pretty old fashioned. I really 
like chivalry and he needs to be tall because I’m pretty 
tall,” Clark said.

Saying how much they would bid was a completely 
different story.

“It depends on how beautiful the person is,” Clarke 
said.

Freshman Anna Drobnick joked about the amount.
“$20. I’m poor,” Drobnick said.
At $57 Thomas Djerf was the highest bid. Together, 

Makaila England, Michaela Wurdeman and Miranda 
Wurdeman bid the money that would get them the date 
with Djerf.

When it comes to being the highest bid Djerf was 
shocked. “I’m honestly really surprised. I told everyone 
I was the black Friday of dates,” Djerf said.

The girls couldn’t disagree more. “It’s awesome. We 
won the best,” Miranda Wurdeman said.

All of the ladies have decided that they want to go on 
their date together. They will be going to the Center 
Court restaurant on campus.

Contestent Sam Schwartz struts on the run-
way to win bids from the audience. ELIZABETH 
HUNINGHAKE/STATESMAN
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2. Break out the crayons and print out some coloring 
pages (or, if you’re really hardcore, buy a coloring book).

8.

1.

3. Go see Legally Blonde: The Musical in MPAC after (or before) a long night 
of studying on Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m.

5. Prepare for a Netflix binge. Get a queue going and maybe treat yourself to a 
quick preview to get you through finals.

6. Swing by Weber Music Hall on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m. and enjoy Opera 
Scenes, a “whodunit” detective adventure into the dark depths of the operatic repertoire.

‘Tis the season to make some cookies. If you don’t have an oven, buy 
some pre-made cookies and decorate them with frosting and sprinkles.7.

Spend a night celebrating Kwanzaa 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ballroom.

9. Blast some music and throw a dance party for one. Better yet, invite some 
friends and bust a move after every half an hour of studying.

10. Treat yourself to some fro-yo or a coffee. 
Chilly Billy’s and Starbucks are close enough to walk to from 
campus, the perfect amount of time for a quick break.

Enjoy a stroll through the Bentleyville Tour of Lights 
on Tuesday, Dec. 16 anytime between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

12. Check out a poetry slam hosted at the Red Herring Lounge 
on Thursday, Dec. 18 at 8 p.m.

So you want to build a snowman? Now’s the time! Gather your friends 
and cool off in the snow.

14.
Laugh away the stress at an Open Mic Comedy Night. Located 
at Dubh Linn Irish Brew Pub, this is a great way to end finals week on Friday, 
Dec. 19. The show starts at 10 p.m.

15. Just sleep.

4. Get a culture fix with the Minnesota Ballet on Friday, Dec. 12 
for a performance of The Nutcracker. But be sure to buy your tickets 
in advance — they sell out fast.

13.

11.

15 Ways to Take a Break
During The Final Weeks

Blow off some steam at one of the stress-less activities this week. Check out the calendar on page B3!

ILLUSTRATION BY MARISA SCHOEN
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KING GIZZARD AND THE LIZARD WIZARD

ARIEL PINK

TV ON THE RADIO

GORGON CITY

PREATURES

   I’m in Your Mind Fuzz

   Pom Pom

   Seeds

   Sirens

   Blue Planet Eyes

TY SEAGALL

MARIACHI EL BRONX

TOMO NAKAYAMA

DAN BODAN

RUN THE JEWELS
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   Mariachi El Bronx (III)

   Fog on the Lens

   Soft

   Run the Jewels 2
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Sale Prices Good Through December 24!           umdstores.com

Gift
Ideas

50%off
Buy One
Get One
Entire Selection Adult/Youth

UMD Wear

FREE Boots Extracts® Body 
Butter when you purchase 
any TWO Boots® products!

25%off
Entire Selection

Caligraphy Sets

USAVE $200-$350
MacBook Pro Laptop 
w/Retina Display

20%off
Duluth Pack® 
UMD Bags

SELECT LATE MODEL 
CLOSEOUTS. Quantities 
limited to stock on hand.  
See Computer Corner for 
complete details. 

20%off
University Frames®

Diploma Frames

5x10_DEC 10.indd   1 12/5/14   1:43 PM
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December 2014

Stress-Less Week Events

Wednesday, December 10
Noon Stress Reduction Workshop in Heath Services

1:00 p.m. Zoo Mobile in the Library 

Thursday, December 11
10:00 a.m. Massage in the Library 

Friday, December 12
8:30 a.m. Coffee with Champ

Stress-less Week, the library’s popular series of events designed 
to help students relieve stress before finals week, will return this 
December. Events will take place the week of December 8-12 and 
are free for all UMD students.
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December 2014

Stress-Less Week Events

Wednesday, December 10
Noon Stress Reduction Workshop in Heath Services

1:00 p.m. Zoo Mobile in the Library 

Thursday, December 11
10:00 a.m. Massage in the Library 

Friday, December 12
8:30 a.m. Coffee with Champ

His fans have given him many 
names: Taco Bell Guy, Change Dude, 
Service Champion, Dollars and Smi-
ley.

The name his parents gave him is 
Peter Weeks.

On any given lunch hour, you may 
find the 32-year-old behind the register 
in his tidy black uniform and matching 
embroidered ball cap.

As the hungry masses file in, he waits 
for each customer’s order and greets 
them with a wide smile and bubbly 
banter.

“Welcome to Taco Bell. How may I 
make your day awesome?”

For 12 years, Weeks has been a mem-
ber of Miller Hill Taco Bell’s Team of 
Champions.

For the uninitiated, Taco Bell dubs 
its entry-level employees “Champi-
ons.” Champions come in two vari-
eties: Food Champions and Service 
Champions. Food Champions are the 
people who cook; Service Champions 
take orders.

Weeks is a Service Champion, but 
it is fair to declare him the Service 
Champion, champion.

What seems like a simple job, Weeks 
has turned into an art. Not only does 
Weeks remember customers he has 
seen only a handful of times, but he can 
also make each order he takes a fond 
memory, almost forcing a smile on the 
grouchiest customer.

In 2002, Weeks was 20 years old. 
A friend suggested that he get a job at 
the local Taco Bell so he could use his 
natural people skills every day.

Weeks applied and got the job.
As the months of work went on, 

Weeks found that the interactions he 
had with people were the best part of 
his day. While taking orders, he made 
a habit to ask every customer how he 
or she was that day. He would listen 
to their answer and have a short con-
versation during the order, throwing 
in jokes that cater to every customer’s 
mood.

“I can judge how everyone’s day is 
going and what kind of mood people 
are in based on the first, ‘Hi, how are 
you?’ ” Weeks said. “If I know they 
aren’t having a nice day, I’ll do my best 
and make them smile.”

After an order, Weeks made it his 
trademark to give customers’ change 
back and report exactly how many 
pennies their change equaled instead 
of saying dollars or cents.

“It’s just a bit different. How often 
have you heard your change given back 
as 657 pennies?” Weeks said. “Plus, it’s 
kind of like a mini math brain teaser, 
too.”

Once a customer gets his or her 
“pennies” back from Weeks, it is not 
uncommon to hear him say, “Keep 
that smile going.

“I like to tell people that after I notice 
that I got them to smile,” Weeks said. 
“I figure if I tell them to keep smil-
ing, maybe their day will be a little bit 
brighter.”

When Weeks isn’t working, he is 
playing the role of family man with 
his girlfriend of 14 years, Sarah Kelly. 
Weeks and Kelly have made Central 
Hillside their home with their 5-year-
old son, who started kindergarten this 
year.

Weeks and his coworkers agree that 

he very rarely has a bad day, but when 
it happens, he can cheer up through his 
son.

“He can take my day and turn it 
completely around,” Weeks said. “Just 
one conversation with him is all it takes 
for me to forget about my problems.”

Recently, the longtime Service 
Champion decided to apply for a man-
ager’s position. The bonus of a man-
ager’s salary would help ensure Weeks’ 
fledgling family gets the financial sup-
port they need.

“I feel pretty confident that I’ll get 
the job,” Weeks said. “I mean, I’ve 
been here so long I know all the ins and 
outs. I’ll be sticking around for a while 
longer.”

In the 12 years Weeks has worked 
at Taco Bell, he has thought of other 
career options.

The reason he keeps manning the till 
is because of the gratitude he is shown 
from his customers.

Weeks receives notes on the back of 
receipts, comics of himself drawn on 
a napkin and positive surveys that get 
sent to Taco Bell Corporate. Those 
positive surveys have earned him 
the title of Customer Service Maniac 
almost every year.

“The physical notes people leave me 
are a good way to remind myself of 
who I am and why I do the job how I 
do it,” Weeks said. “I’m the only Pete 
you’ll ever meet.”

Weeks’ personality is also a hit with 
his co-workers, but his magnetic per-
sonality can sometimes overshadow his 
fellow Champions.

“He’s definitely one of my favorite 
people to work with, and everyone 
loves him,” manager Laura Courtney 
said. “He’s just so good with the cus-
tomers, and he always gets the most 
surveys filled out on him. Sometimes 
we get a bit envious. Every time I men-
tion that I work here, people say, ‘Oh! 
You know that Peter guy?’ ”

Appreciation for Weeks has even 
gone digital.

Eight years ago Weeks’ manager cre-
ated a Facebook fan page called “Pete 
the Taco Bell Guy.” It was a way for 
fans to write Weeks and share their 
appreciation. The page has more than 
700 followers.

Among other talents is Weeks’ natu-
ral ability to remember. He has memo-
rized the menu and made a conscious 
effort to recall the name of every cus-
tomer who has ordered at his register.

As time went on, Weeks noticed that 
many customers remembered him the 
way that he remembered everyone else.

“He’s amazing and genuine,” said 
customer Judy Campbell while waiting 
to order lunch. “I haven’t been in here 
for three months, and I bet that he’ll 
remember my name.”

Campbell, a Hibbing resident,  has 
been stopping into Taco Bell on her 
commutes to Duluth for several years. 
In that time, she recognized that 
Weeks goes above and beyond to make 
sure his customers leave with a smile.

Campbell became a Peter Weeks fan.
“People working customer service 

could really learn something from 
him,” Campbell said. “Ordinarily, 
they treat the customer like a burden 
and just want to see you leave. His atti-
tude keeps bringing people back.”

This article originally appeared in Lake Voice News. It has been reprinted with permission.

Service with a smile
BY BEN HALLAMEK
Lake Voice News

Continued from A1
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BY JOSEPH LABERNIK
Head Copy Editor

The Manion Theatre at 
UWS is not grandiose. Situated 
in the Fine and Applied Arts 
building on the UWS campus, 
there are two levels and 237 
seats altogether. A small ancil-
lary enclosure on the stage is for 
instruments, and a hydraulic 
pit sits in front of the first row. 
Two weeks ago, I was in the one 
of these seats for “Medea,” a 
greek-feminist tragedy. 

When you purchase tick-
ets, they give you a pamphlet 
describing a short plot summa-
ry of the play with the names 
and majors of the actors. But 
recently, the UWS theatre pro-
gram has included a small slip 
of paper that states an apology 
for the high ticket prices and 
an explanation about funding 
issues for the theatre program. 

I read this as I was in my seat 
waiting for the show to start. I 
thought, as I usually do about 
these things, that it didn’t apply 
to me — especially as a UMD 
student. But when I looked 
around the theatre, I realized 
that the half-full audience con-
sists mainly of friends, fam-
ily members, and one sullen-
looking grad student wearing a 
scarf. 

It’s not to say that the place 
was empty. But it was ominous-
ly torpid. 

Funding issues for theatre and 
art programs are nothing novel. 
Liberal Arts programs all over 
the United States are being cut 
— UMD’s Program Prioritiza-
tion is a close-to-home example 
— and theatre programs are 
no exception. Yet, when you 
compare an hour-long play that 
costs $12 to a $60 television sub-
scription for a month, television 
seems much more economical.

At first, the comparison 
between theatre and television 
seems shallow. Each offers a 
different experience: In a play 
the action is live, yet prone to 
mistakes. There is also a slight 
worry in the back of your mind 
that lines will be forgotten, that 
someone will trip, or that some-
thing will not go right. Televi-
sion, on the other hand, has 
none of these worries. Televi-
sion is always perfect.

There are similar types of 
shows in each medium as well. 
You have the small community 

plays like you find in my home-
town of Virginia. Depending 
on the size of a college or city, 
you can have various sizes of 
plays. Finally, like on Broad-
way, you have the professional 
shows; the most expensive and 
glamorous. The echelon found 
in plays are similar to televi-
sion: you have reality tv on 
TruTV, B-side movies on FX or 
TBS, and, finally, HBO movies 
or television series. Television 
and theatre are categorized 
similarly, despite the difference 
in watching them.

What is concerning is this 
categorical similarity, espe-
cially considering how easy it 
is to watch television. Not only 
cheaper and easier to access, 
television’s trained profession-
als get the ideal shot every 
time, and that makes it easier 
to watch. Viewing statistics 
don’t lie, either: the average 
viewer watches over five hours 
of television a day according to 
Nielsen Holdings N.V. 

In short, theatre cannot com-
pete with what the average tele-
vision viewer demands. Theatre 
can only hope to emulate it.

The question I ask then, is 
what does this do to not only 
our conception of art, but to our 
idea of person? I believe that, as 
a result, we’ve become comfort-
able with the perfect television 
offers. For example, we have 
tabloids and the Internet to 
document our movie stars, but 
when they fall out of our idea of 

perfect we ridicule them (Char-
lie Sheen, Linsey Lohan, Shia 
LaBeouf, the list goes on). 

Art, on the other hand, serves 
a different, more humbling role. 
Art, theatre, and the human 
being always attempts to be 
perfect. Yet, in a play the light-
ing isn’t perfect every time, the 
emotions are sometimes exag-
gerated and sometimes not 
exaggerated enough. But that 
is its beauty, for we come to 
terms with our condition when 
we watch a play. No matter how 
good the story, acting or light-
ing, we are always aware that 
the people in front of us are 
striving for the perfectionism of 
an alternate reality.

Television’s greatest danger is 
the other side of the coin: The 
more we watch, the more com-
fortable we get with the idea 
of an abstract perfect. In other 
words, the more we watch the 
more we become delusional, 
and we expect everything, 
at once, to be like it is on the 
false reality we experience five 
hours a day. In short, television 
changes what we think is right.

With its access and prowess, 
television is encompassing. It’s 
relatively cheap, too. But the 
most human form of entertain-
ment is found outside of the box. 
Art is that which reminds us of 
who we are, not of who we wish 
to be. Television, on the other 
hand, is only an abstraction.

BY SATYA 
PUTUMBAKA
putum003@d.umn.edu

It’s the unfortunate 
burden of every UMD 
student that every 
Google search we make 
referencing our school 
can run quite a risk. A 
hastily typed “UMD 
calendar” can take us 
either to the comfort-
ing maroon and gold of 
the UMD website, or 
somewhere else far and 
strange: the University 
of Maryland.  

The University of 
Maryland at College 
Park bears (inexplica-
bly) the same abbre-
viation as our own dear 
school. They, too, call 
themselves “UMD.” To 
understand the gravity 
of this situation, con-
sider all the confusion 
that’s come from this. 
Imagine, for a moment, 
the full weight of using 
a search engine and not 
instantaneously finding 
your answer. It’s an irri-
tating and unnecessary 
hindrance to the very 
busy lives of UMD stu-
dents.

But we don’t com-
plain. Us Bulldogs tend 
to have a gracious, easy 
nature — many of us 
have been brought up 
in Minnesota, after 
all. When our time is 
wasted (and our iden-
tity slighted) in such a 
search engine mishap, 
we accept it with a 
grieved sigh and Google 
on.  

It appears, though, 
that Maryland’s stu-
dents can’t do the same. 
A recent, brazen piece 
written for the Dia-
mondback — the Uni-
versity of Maryland’s 
independent student 
paper — notes this same 
problem, and is even 
helpful enough to offer 
a solution. But it offered 
the wrong one. The 
writer demanded that 
we change our abbrevi-
ation — that the Duluth 
Bulldogs bow to the 
Maryland Terrapins. 

The hubris of that 
suggestion goes beyond 
the understanding of 
most Bulldogs. And it 
gave me a reason to 
break my long-suffering 
silence on the matter.

As Bulldogs know, 
some schools can share 
the same abbrevia-
tion. Many, in fact, do. 
It’s almost inescapable 
because the shorthand 
given to most universi-
ties is an initialization 
of its full title. There’s a 
clear logic to this: Uni-
versity of Minnesota 
is UM. University of 
Minnesota at Duluth 
is UMD. University 
of California at Los 
Angeles is UCLA. The 
majority of state univer-
sities follow this pattern 
— except Maryland. 

The Terrapins seem to 
think their school chose 
the “UMD” abbre-
viation over the generic 
“UM” out of humility, 
deference even to all the 
other states that begin 
with letter “M” and host 
their own universities. 
But is it really humil-
ity, or is it a wild cry for 
attention? University of 
Minnesota, University 
of Michigan, Univer-
sity of Mississippi, etc. 
all refer to their univer-
sity as some variation of 
UM on their websites, 
no other letter involved. 
So what makes Univer-
sity of Maryland so dif-
ferent? 

The writer mentions 
self-consciously that 
there are eight “M” 
states in this country — 
and perhaps that is the 
root of this abbreviation 
scuffle. Does it need to 
make such a fuss just to 
distinguish itself from 
the other “M” univer-
sities? Can it not stand 
thought of being one 
of many? And now, in 
its long quest to gain 
uniqueness, must it try 
to muscle our own right-
ful name away from us? 

We have been silent 
this long, but even we 
have our limits, Terra-
pins. 

BY CINDY VU
Columnist

When we wake up, we all 
make a decision as to what 
we wear and how we want to 
look for a particular day. The 
cold weather definitely guides 
our decision, and comfort is 
the next concern. Most college 
students love to dress com-
fortably in sweat pants and a 
big hoodie — it’s a uniform 
in every student’s wardrobe. 
Although I rarely leave the 
house in sweats, I have my 
own comfort outfit. Large 
knits and sweaters are easy 
to throw on with some boots. 
They make me feel like I’m 
being covered with a security 
blanket — they’re warm, and 
it’s that much easier to blend 
in. 

As silly as it sounds, it’s 
always been a daring dream 
of mine to wear that bold 
leopard print coat to school 
or pair my leather jacket with 
the blue-green sequin romper 
on Fridays without receiv-
ing such a massive amount of 
curious and blatant attention. 
I can only imagine how people 
are going to take me seriously 
if I wore my colorful heels to 
school. In the same way that 
outspoken people can some-
times be received negatively, 
clothes are no exception.

In a magazine article that 
I recently read titled  “Why 
can’t a smart woman love 
fashion?”, novelist Chimam-
anda Ngozi Adichie described 
her experience of working in 
the corporate world and hav-
ing to abandon a part of her 

unique fashion sense in order 
to be taken seriously. It made 
me realize that I have made 
my own accommodations to 
my wardrobe since attend-
ing college in Duluth. In this 
school especially, boldness 
isn’t liked. In my first semester, 
I even went out and bought a 
$50 gray hoodie without the 
slightest bit of interest in it only 
because every one else was 
wearing something similar. (It 
has only been worn once and 
now lays on the bottom stack 
of my drawers.) 

So why can’t a smart wom-
an love fashion? To many, 
it seems like such a frivolous 
attempt at being attractive, or 
some mark of silliness. When 
a woman dresses too nice for 
school, it’s a way of saying 
that she’s looking for atten-

tion; when at work, she’s just 
looking for an easy way out. 
A fancy purse says that she 
spends unnecessary money on 
material things and a bright 
lipstick translates to too much 
make-up. It seems like only in 
magazines are women allowed 
to be superficial, though even 
models get criticized. 

There is no reason why fash-
ion has to be taken so seriously. 
Even when we were small kids, 
we were already wearing what 
was considered fashionable 
— blue or pink. They always 
say that clothes don’t define 
our personality, but I believe it 
does in some way. We should 
reserve the right to wear what-
ever makes sense to us. When it 
all comes down to it, everyone 
has the same goals throughout 
the day — get work done and 

go home. The choice of cloth-
ing, however bright or flashy, 
shouldn’t insinuate anything 
less about a person. 

My last year of college can 
be described as the transi-
tion stage. I’m just starting 
to become more comfortable 
with bringing out the state-
ment pieces in my wardrobe 
that I’m always saving for a 
grand event that’s likely never 
going to take place. Maybe it’s 
the graduation jitters or the 
idea that I’ll finally be able to 
do my own thing in the real 
world (still sounds terrifying), 
but I’m happy to start being a 
little bit bolder. 

UMD
THAT’S ALL, FOLKS

BE BOLD
COLUMN

COLUMNS

‘UMD’
VS.
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