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Students talk to Sen. Kari Dziedzic about the University’s bonding bill at Support the U Day 
at the Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul on Thursday. CHELSEA GORTMAKER, MINNESOTA DAILY/
SUBMITTED

Student voiceS

Crookston Student Association President Alexmai Addo speaks to Minnesota Sen. LeRoy Stumpf about the Uni-
versity’s bonding bill at Support the U Day at the Capitol on Thursday. Students met with legislators in support of 
the University’s funding request from the Minnesota legislature. CHELSEA GORTMAKER, MINNESOTA DAILY/SUBMITTED

Maplewood 
man killed 
by father had 
UMD ties
Professors say Chue 
Vang, a former UMD 
student and TA, had 
‘a helper’s heart’

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

Chue Vang, the Maplewood, 
Minn., man shot and killed by his 
father over a household dispute last 
week, was a former UMD student 
and longtime teaching assistant for 
Intercultural Communication class-
es.

Police said they 
found Vang, 36, 
dead from a gunshot 
wound to the chest 
in a hallway of the 
family’s house in 
Maplewood March 
24. Vang’s father, 
Pang Vang, 84, was 
found by police in a 
bedroom, bleeding 
from self-inflicted 
knife wounds. 

Pang Vang was 
transported to 
Region’s Hospital 
in St. Paul. He 
admitted to shoot-
ing Chue Vang and 
stabbing himself, 
and he was booked 
at Ramsey County Jail. 

Chue Vang was living with his 
father, mother and siblings in their 
house in Maplewood after 10 years 
at UMD as a student and teaching 
assistant. 

He spent his childhood at a refugee 
camp in Thailand and later moved 
to the Twin Cities with his family. 

Roughly 200 
students from the U 
of M’s five campuses 
visited the Minnesota 
State Capitol March 27 
as part of the system’s 
Support the U Day. 
More than 20 UMD 
students made the trip 
by bus and lobbied 
state lawmakers for 
both UMD and U of M 
system projects. “Each 
school talked about 
their own thing and 
then brought it back 
to the larger picture,” 
said Ben Dufault, vice 
president of external 
affairs for the UMD 
Student Association.

Students 
plan stand 
against sex 
trafficking

Chue Vang

see VANG, A3

Coffee shop takes healthy steps
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Rank Choice Voting in 
Minnesota makes sense, A5

After long winter, track
and field moves outdoors, B1

Get acquainted with 
candidates for SA, B3

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

Nearly 2 million children are being 
exploited in the sex trade, and nearly 
30 million people are being held as 
modern-day slaves worldwide, the 
International Justice Mission reports.

A group of UMD students, as well 
as Duluth community members, will 
take part in an event to help raise 
awareness for human trafficking that 
begins April 9.

The “Stand for Freedom” event will 
take place at Kirby Plaza, across from 
the bookstore. Participants will stand 
for 24 hours in an attempt to raise 

see SEX TRAFFICKING, A3

BY PAIGE WALTER
Staff Reporter

Northern Shores Coffee 
Shop (NSCS), UMD’s on-
campus java joint, has made 
some recent menu changes 
to ensure students have a 
variety of nutritious options.

Coffee shop supervi-
sor Kristina Kershaw says 
alterations that include 
using real food products 
rather than processed prod-
ucts and revamping items 
on their menu to be more 
nutritious have been in the 
works for the last two to 
three years.

“We have added the brand 
Dr. Smoothie, which gives 
us five servings of fruit in the 
20-ounce fruit smoothies,” 
Kershaw said. “The compa-
ny also came in last summer 
to program our blenders so 
we know just how much of 
which ingredient to add.”

Kershaw also explained 
that customers can add 
prebiotic and probiotic 

yogurt to their smoothies 
for additional protein — a 
drink containing enough 

vitamins and minerals 
that it could be used as a 
meal replacement shake.

NSCS 
has also 
started 
using 
Monin 
syrups in 
its prod-
ucts as an 
alterna-
tive to 
high-
fructose corn syrup. 

Monin syrups contain 
three to four ingredients, are 
gluten-free and are made of 
pure cane sugar, making 
them a healthier option. 

The shop also lets cus-
tomers choose what kind 
of milk they would like in 
their drink, and whether 
they want whipped cream.

“The nutrition content

see HEALTHY STEPS, A4

A former fellow 
TA remembers 
Chue Vang with 
video. Visit the 
UMD Statesman 
website for a link.

Online

With dietitian, Northern Shores 
gives students healthier options

Workers at Northern Shores Coffee Shop prepare orders on 
March 28. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

Visit the UMD 
Statesman web-
site for a link to 
nutrition facts for 
the coffee shop’s 
full menu.

Online
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Top 10
lamest
April Fool’s
jokes

1. Clear Caribou Coffee

2. Disney’s “Which dog are 

you?” quiz

3. Amazon’s laundry service

4. Facebook friends who say 

they’re pregnant

5. Facebook friends who say 

they’re engaged

6. Mentos in ice cubes in Diet 

Coke

7. The Twitter Helmet

8. KFC’s Mighty Mouth 

Expander

9. Cheetau cologne by Chester 

Cheetah

10. Netflix’s “Rotisserie 

Chicken”

PHOTO OF THE WEEK NAP TIME.
BY JOE FRASER
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Chue Vang came to UMD 
in 2003 and enrolled in an 
Intercultural Communica-
tion course, which consists of 
one-third white students, one-
third immigrant and interna-
tional students and one-third 
nonwhite students. 

Professor Michael Sunnaf-
rank, the course’s instructor, 
said Chue Vang was a skilled 
communicator and a catalyst 
for classroom discussion about 
Hmong culture and other cul-
tures and traditions. 

“He was just a young guy 
taking a liberal education 
class, but in that class he stood 
out as somebody who could 
cross cultures really well,” 
Sunnafrank said. “A lot of peo-
ple in that circumstance will 
pull back and stay within their 
culture and their community. 
He was rare in that he wanted 
to push out and help people 
understand his culture.” 

After completing the course 
as a student, Chue Vang 
served as a volunteer teaching 
assistant for nearly 50 sections 
of the course. 

“He was like a co-teacher,” 
Sunnafrank said. 

Growing up in Thailand 
gave Chue Vang a unique 
knowledge of culture accord-
ing to Sunnafrank. 

“The students were just 
enthralled learning about this 
very different culture,” Sun-
nafrank said. “One of the sad 

things about it is, often we 
would talk about funerals. We 
would talk about death. He 
would share that and he would 
share how traditional he was 
and how much respect he had 
for his mom and dad and the 
way he was raised.” 

Sunnafrank said traditional 
Hmong families are “very 
patriarchal,” but that there 
was nothing in Chue Vang’s 
behavior that indicated his 
family was having problems.

“It’s very centered on the 
expectation that elders are 
to be followed and respect-
ed,” Sunnafrank said about 
Hmong culture. “Chue would 
share that his father was strict, 
but would say, ‘This is our 
way, and it’s done out of love.’ 

“But there was no expecta-
tion that anything like this 
would ever happen.”

Professor Ryan Goei, who 
first taught Intercultural Com-
munication at UMD in 2004, 
said Chue Vang seemed well 
adjusted to American life and 
embracing of the Hmong cul-
ture in which he was raised. 

“He adapted to American 
culture and English language 

really well, but he retained a 
lot of the old-school mindset,” 
Goei said. “He was able to 
really effectively communicate 
that old-school mindset so that 
it didn’t sound so foreign. He 
was a bridge. He was definite-
ly the guy in the middle.”

During camping trips that 
are part of the Intercultural 
Communication course, Goei 
said Chue Vang helped stu-
dents pitch tents and enter 
canoes so they wouldn’t get 
wet.

“We would all jump out of 
our canoes and he’d be the first 
one in the water and splashing 
around and swimming and 
looking for turtles,” Goei said. 
“He liked his job and loved 
helping these kids. He had a 
helper’s heart.”

Chue Vang also worked at 
the Copeland Community 
Center and the Valley Youth 
Center, both located in Dulu-
th. 

He left UMD a semester 
before completing his degree 
to support his family finan-
cially, Sunnafrank said. 

Sunnafrank and Goei said 
they plan to attend funeral 

services for Chue Vang April 
4 in St. Paul.

Police account 
According to police:
Pang Vang called his pastor 

the morning of March 24 and 
said he was upset Chue Vang 
would not pay to have cable 
installed in the family’s house. 

Chue Vang, who owned the 
house, told Pang Vang he had 
the option to move out. 

Pang Vang said he didn’t 
want to talk to Chue Vang 
and the other siblings and shut 
himself in a bedroom. 

Chue Vang attempted to 
enter the bedroom and was 
shot once by his father. 

One of Chue Vang’s siblings 

wrestled the rifle away from 
Pang Vang. 

The family fled, leaving 
Pang Vang, who police found 
bleeding from self-inflicted 
knife wounds to the chest and 
neck. 

He turned himself into 
police after a two-hour stand-
off and said he would settle 
the dispute with his son in the 
afterlife.

Pang Vang had served in 
the Laos Military, and he was 
described by a member of the 
Vang family as “very milita-
ristic, very patriarchal.” 

Pang Vang was charged 
March 27 with second-degree 
murder in Chue Vang’s death.

Continued from A1

Vang

awareness of the human 
trafficking issue, as well 
as raise funds for the 
International Justice 
Mission’s (IJM) efforts to 
fight it.

“College campuses 
around the country will be 
standing for 24 hours,” said 
Joy Rasmussen, UMD IJM 
chapter member. “There are 
millions of people who are 
facing violence, who are in 
pain, who are abused and 

feel forgotten, and we want 
their voices to be heard. We 
really want to have one day 
where we make these stories 
known.”

IJM members will be 
available to discuss human 
trafficking issues, and will 
have laptops set up for those 
who want to donate to the 
cause. People can also give 
free-will donations to IJM 
members at the event. All 
proceeds go to IJM efforts.

“We encourage students 
to come and check it out,” 
Rasmussen said. “If they 
want to stand with us, we’ll 
have signs they can hold. 
There will be people there 
the whole 24 hours.”

IJM is a nonprofit human 
rights organization that 
focuses on rescuing victims 
of human rights abuses, such 
as the slave trade and sex 
trafficking. IJM conducts 
investigations regarding 
these human rights abuses 
around the world and 
attempts to prosecute the 
perpetrators.

According to Rasmussen, 
in 2013 IJM saved roughly 

1,600 men, women and 
children from the trafficking 
industry, contributing to 
the arrest of around 100 
perpetrators.

UMD’s IJM chapter 
started in early 2013. The 
group meets once a month 
to talk about human rights 
issues and to plan awareness-
raising events like “Stand for 
Freedom.” The group also 
volunteers at the Safe Haven 
Shelter for battered women 
and children.

Stand for Freedom 
participants will be collecting 
signatures for a petition 
in support of the Human 
Trafficking Prioritization 

Act, a proposed bill that 
would secure more resources 
for the State Department 
Office to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in 
Persons.

For Rasmussen, awareness 
and acknowledgment is 
key in fighting the human 
trafficking problem.

“Every day, we have 
something to look forward 
to,” Rasmussen said. “We’re 
college students. We have 
assignments and exciting 
plans. But for this 24-hour 
period, we’re not thinking 
about ourselves. We’re 
standing one day for (the 
victim’s) every day.”

Continued from A1

Sex trafficking

At the Hmong New Year Celebration in 2012, Chue Vang speaks to the audience (left) and stands with Communication professor Michael Sunnafrank (right). IVY VAINIO/SUB-
MITTED

Chue Vang at a term-ending pot luck for Intercultural Communica-
tion in 2012. IR MEDIA HOUSE/SUBMITTED

“

“

WE WOULD ALL JUMP OUT OF OUR 
CANOES AND HE’D BE THE FIRST ONE IN 

THE WATER AND SPLASHING AROUND 
AND SWIMMING AND LOOKING FOR 

TURTLES. HE LIKED HIS JOB AND LOVED 
HELPING KIDS. HE HAD A HELPER’S 

HEART.
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It’s not too 
late to teach. 

Graduate Teaching Licensure program 

With your bachelor’s degree, you can earn your Minnesota K-12 
teaching license in as little as 18 months by taking online and weekend classes.

Now accepting applications for our September 2014 start.
go.css.edu/duluthGTL  • (877) 287-8719

Need tax help?
Randy Skalberg, associate professor in 
Accounting, offers his student tax tips
BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

1. Find out if your 
parents have claimed you 
as a dependent. 

“It’s huge,” 
says Randy 
Skalberg, 
professor in 
Accounting at 
UMD. “Each 
person in 
the world is 
entitled to one 
exemption for 
themselves. 
You don’t want to claim that 
exemption and then have 
your parents file a week later, 
thinking they’re entitled to 
claim it, and have their return 
bounced back.”  

Knowing your dependency 
status can also mean more 
money in your tax return.  

“It doesn’t sound very 
exciting,” Skalberg says. “But, 
it makes a difference.” 

2. Start filing before 
mid-April. 

According to Skalberg, 
taxpayers should try to f ile 
between February 1 and April 
7.  

“You will f ind if you get close 
to the April 15 deadline, your 
frustration level is going to go 
up,” Skalberg says. 

Filing early will allow you 
more time to solve issues and 
seek help if necessary. 

3. File, even if it’s not 
required. 

Skalberg says all working 
students should check their 
W-2 forms for money withheld 
for federal, state and other 
taxes.

“Most students don’t make 
enough to be required to f ile,” 
Skalberg says. “But most of 
them need to f ile in order to 
get some of their tax back. 
Most students get a refund.”

4. Take your time, but 
not too much.

According to Skalberg, 
stepping away from your taxes 
to clear your mind is a good 
idea. However, you shouldn’t 
hold onto your taxes for too 
long.

“It’s always smart to look it 
over, but you don’t necessarily 
need to set it aside and let it sit 
for a few days,” Skalberg says. 
“Set it down and come back a 
couple hours later and you’ll at 
least have a fresh look at it. Try 
and go through everything on it 
and make sure you understand 
what everything on the return 
is.”

5. File online if you use 
direct deposit.

Students who have their 
paychecks deposited directly 
into their accounts will receive 
their tax returns in less time 
if they f ile online instead of 
through the mail.

“That will get you your 
return at the quickest pace,” 
Skalberg says. “Either mailing 
your return in or asking for a 
check — both of those things 
slow down your refund time by 

maybe a week each.”
6. Claim the available 

credits.
Students who are not 

claimed as dependents can 
save thousands of dollars by 
claiming college-specif ic tax 
credits.

Skalberg says students 
can claim the American 
Opportunity Credit, which is 
worth up to $2,500, and the 
Lifetime Learning Credit, 
which is worth up to $2,000. 
Both were created to help 
students and their caregivers 
offset higher education costs.

“They reduce your tax 
liability and can increase your 
refund,” Skalberg says. “It can 
be a big deal.”

Students who are claimed 
as dependents can have their 
caregivers claim the credits.

7. Have your taxes done 
for free on campus.

Students can have their 
taxes f iled at no cost by 
UMD’s Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program.

The campus VITA is run by 
trained students and is open 
Wednesdays from 2-8 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in Labovitz School of 
Business and Economics 140.

According to Skalberg, 
VITA workers ask f ilers 
questions and usually have 
returns completed in less than 
an hour.

“The client has somebody 
who is trained to help them,” 
Skalberg says. “The return 
is prepared while you wait, 
basically.”

 VITA, which also has a 
location in the Duluth Public 
Library, runs through April 12.

Skalberg

can considerably change from a drink that has two-
percent milk and whipped cream versus one with 
skim milk and no whipped cream,” Kershaw said.

Peace Coffee, a fair trade and sustainable Minne-
apolis-based brand, is used in all of the shop’s brewed 
drinks.

Last summer, Kershaw and a handful of NSCS 
employees measured how many ounces of each ingre-
dient went into each drink. Those numbers were then 
given to UMD’s registered dietitian, Jean Rodvold, 
who deciphered the nutrition contents.

“Those are probably the most accurate numbers 
on campus,” said Rodvold. “They were measured so 
precisely.”

Rodvold also said NSCS has been striving for sus-
tainable, clean and real food on its menu instead of 
“processed junk food.”

“We have been working to cut back on items with 
unnecessary ingredients, like using real butter, not 
margarine,” Rodvold said.

While the products are about equal in calories, mar-
garine contains as much as five times more trans fats 
than butter, and seven times as many carbohydrates. 
Butter also contains more protein than margarine.

The shop’s caramel rolls, cinnamon rolls and sand-
wiches are among those made on campus.

Rodvold said the nutrition facts for the sandwiches 
made on focaccia bread might read more calories than 
they actually contain due to the difficulty of measur-
ing how much olive oil soaks into the bread and how 
much comes off on the baking sheet.

Kershaw and Rodvold declined to call NSCS one 
of the healthier options on campus, saying that the 
responsibility of healthy eating falls to the consumer.

“There are always going be those treats available, 
but if you want a healthy option, you can have a 
healthy option,” Rodvold said. “Or, you can have a 
chocolate chip muffin or whatever it is. Each place 
has good choices, you just have to be a conscious con-
sumer.”

Continued from A1

Healthy steps
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN
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COMMENTARIES

BY SATYA PUTUMBAKA
Opinion Editor

It’s been about four years now 
since I’ve deleted my Facebook 
— since sometime at the end 
of junior year of high school. 
The story has been repeated 
countless times, revealed like 
a weird secret or quirk to 
new acquaintances and 
friends unable to find me. 
The reactions always start 
with disbelief, and then 
either an admiring “good 
for you” sort of sentiment, 
or repudiation dressed in a 
strange look or outright pro-
test. But no matter this initial 
reaction, the majority of people 
I’ve told tend to grow to advise me to 
reactivate my account; at this point, 
not having a Facebook isn’t only an 
anomaly, but an inconvenience. The 
final argument seems to come down 
to the Facebook motto: It’s all about 
connection.

Deleting my own Facebook was 
basically on a whim. I remember 
having created one almost as part of 
a social rite (the same way I had cre-
ated a MySpace in middle school), 
and then deleting it a couple years 
later simply because I had stopped 
using it. Still, though I deleted my 
account without much thought, the 
constant urging to get it back made 
me decide definitively why I don’t 
want it. Initially, I promised to reacti-
vate my account once I left for college 
— for that easy way to keep in touch. 
And yet, the closer I came to college, 
the less I felt that desire to keep these 
people. 

Through the social networking site, 
your life is so much more open now 
— not only to future employers, but 
even to casual friends and acquain-
tances. Communication here is ran-
dom, and made through tiny decla-
rations for a broad audience — an 
idea which seems counter-intuitive 
to the point of conversation, which 
can’t usually happen with only one 
person. And there’s an extremity to 
the openness of Facebook in showing 
the day-to-day minutiae of life that 
seems so pointless and even burden-
some. These tiny glimpses into life 
seem like a trick; there’s a sense of 
keeping up with others without any 
actual communication between two 
specific people. 

The falseness of the relationships 
that Facebook creates seems genuine-
ly harmful. It’s important to note also 
that the information Facebook gives 
out is inaccurate. The content of the 
page itself is an artifice. The very idea 
of “Facebook angst,” a study-support-
ed phenomenon, shows the shallow-
ness of Facebook profiles; the idea is 
that profiles give such a constructed 

portrayal of some-
one’s life that it actu-
ally depresses view-

ers who unknowingly 
trust that the life on the page 

is as shown. In this way, there’s 
a shallowness that comes from 
relying on the site to connect with 
other people. So there’s already 
a problem with how Facebook 
works. 

Another problem then, is 
whether it even should. 

Facebook offers the idea that 
all these little relations with ran-

dom people and old relationships will 
always linger, quietly and passively. 
It seems to assuage people that you 
can check in on expired relationships 
(romantic or platonic), and briefly 
relive them — but it seems like there’s 
an element of voyeurism there, where 
you can momentarily revisit the lives 
of someone who no longer matters to 
you with so little effort and reciproc-
ity. 

The outcome of this isn’t any more 
closeness, but instead a few minutes 
of assuaged curiosity and somewhat 
cheap nostalgia. The more unfortu-
nate and lasting effect seems to be 
the stickiness of having revisited in 
the first place, like a sickness of not 
letting go. The majority of relation-
ships, especially through our adoles-
cence and young adulthood, aren’t 
made for permanence. As much as 
we’d like to believe it at the time, they 
often fade with age and movement, 
and new friends and relationships 
come up in place. We learn slowly 
through (I believe) some heartache 
and tough times that not every rela-
tionship will keep. To an extent, it 
feels like Facebook will stretch the 
lifespan of a relationship a little lon-
ger than natural, and that might not 
be the best thing for most of us.

But all this toxicity that I think 
Facebook has a danger of spreading 
isn’t so overwhelming. You can have 
one and merely not devote hours 
to looking up ex-boyfriends or ex-
friends and then relive the relation-
ship. And there is a lot to be said 
about serendipitous reconnections 
that can lead to surprisingly substan-
tive relationships — or about having 
a convenient way to keep the people 
in your lives currently in the loop. 
There is definitely a function here for 
healthy users. But personally, I think 
there’s a greater meaning in keeping 
relationships up actively, concentrat-
ing on the relationships that are alive 
and living now, without the extra 
baggage of people past. 

BY SAM STROM
International Editor

         
This is, without a doubt, the best 

time of the year.
I know there are still piles of snow 

lining the streets of Duluth. The wind 
chill may dip below zero every few 
days, and it seems like spring took the 
same wrong turn it did last year. I’m 
just as unhappy about these things as 
you are, but I get through winter’s last 
hurrah with a beautiful sporting event 
called March Madness.

There is no other celebration in 
sports like the Dance. The heartbreaks 
begin on Selection Sunday. The No. 1 
seeds celebrate while the bubble bursts 
for teams that have been grinding all 
year, and it all happens on national 
television.

The next step of March Madness 
is the furious research that goes into 
filling out a bracket. Research at this 

point of the process is often done with 
the flip of a coin, a feeling in the gut 
or remembering that Michael Jordan 
went to UNC. That basically guaran-
tees a spot in the Final Four for the Tar 
Heels.

Another great aspect of the annual 
NCAA basketball tournament is that 
it allows relatively unknown schools 
to shock the world, like the Universi-
ty of Dayton did this year when they 
beat Ohio State University in the first 
round, or Mercer University taking 
down Coach K and Duke University.

Legends are born and the history 
books are rewritten every March. Ali 
Farokhmanesh may not be a house-
hold name, but when the shooting 
guard from Northern Iowa University 
hit a game clinching three-pointer to 
beat No. 1 Kansas in 2010, he became 
a national sensation. 

Records for futility are set every year 
as well, such as St. Louis missing all 15 

of their three-point attempts in their 
third round game this year.

Like Farokhmanesh, who didn’t 
make it to the NBA, the Dance can be 
a college athlete’s 15 minutes of fame. 
Bryce Drew from Valparaiso Universi-
ty hit a three as time expired to beat the 
University of Mississippi in the 1998 
tournament. The play has become one 
of the most iconic images in the mod-
ern sports world, and although Drew 
has been featured on commercials, his 
basketball career ended at the college 
level.

The tournament can also be a pre-
view of things to come on bigger and 
better stages. In the 1979 Champion-
ship, Magic Johnson’s Michigan State 
Spartans beat Larry Bird’s Indiana 
State Sycamores. The duo would go 
on to battle for three NBA champi-
onships, with Johnson winning two. 
They eventually teamed up in the 
1992 Olympics to win the gold medal 

as part of the Dream Team, possibly 
the most talented basketball team ever 
assembled.

Yet, the greatest parts of March 
Madness are the upsets. Who could 
forget Glen “Big Baby” Davis and 
underdog George Mason University’s 
historic 2006 run? The No. 11 Patriots 
took down No. 1 University of Con-
necticut on the way the school’s first 
ever Final Four in one of the most 
legendary upsets in the history of the 
tournament.

My bracket has already been bust-
ed. I picked Louisville over Michigan 
State in the championship game this 
year, but I am still in the running to 
win my bracket pool. I want to win my 
pool for the bragging rights, but that’s 
not the reason I fill out a bracket. I fill 
out a bracket to escape into my bas-
ketball zone, and when I come back 
to real life, I just hope the robins are 
chirping and the sun is shining.

BY MICHAEL SCOTT
Guest Commentator 

Are you hungry? Imagine your-
self sitting at a restaurant, craving 
some lasagna. But, if they don’t 
have any, spaghetti and meatballs 
would be just fine. What you really 
hate is fish. This conversation fol-
lows: 

“Lasagna, please.”
“I’m afraid we don’t have any. 

You’ll have to have our salmon.”
“Do you have spaghetti instead?”
“You can’t go back and order 

spaghetti now, you already asked 
for lasagna. I’m sorry, but you’re 
getting fish.”

We all know this is absurd. No 
restaurant would ever operate like 
this. So why do we vote like this?

We encounter choices in our life 
every day. What do we want for 
lunch? What kind of movie should 
we watch? In all facets of our life 
we have choice, choice, choice. 
Voting, on the other hand, is stuck 
in the past. Voters don’t get to 
choose. It’s usually Candidate A or 
Candidate B. 

Fortunately, a new, innovative 
way of voting is being proposed 
at this very moment, right here in 
Duluth. It’s called Rank Choice 
Voting, or RCV. Cities around the 
world are using it. Right here in 
Minnesota, St. Paul and Minneap-
olis have successfully implemented 
the new system. San Francisco has 
used it since 2004. Ireland, Austra-
lia and the city of London all use 
RCV. Duluth has the chance to 
become a national leader and help 
lead voting into the 21st century. 

Rank Choice Voting is very 
simple. You rank your candidates 
first, second or third. Once the 
votes are in, all the first place votes 
are counted. If a candidate has a 
majority, the count ends. If not, the 
last place candidate is eliminated. 
Everyone who voted for the last 
place person will have their second 
place votes counted. This keeps 
going until someone has more than 
50 percent: A majority. 

According to an independent 
study conducted by St. Cloud State 
University, 95 percent of Minne-
apolis voters found RCV easy to 
use. So voters have found the new 
system easy to understand. 

RCV gives all voters a say. In 
the current system, candidates are 
chosen by a small group of voters in 
primaries. Most voters don’t have 
the time to spend a day electing 
a candidate, and RCV eliminates 
the primary process. That means 
voters will only have to go to the 
polls once: on election day. And 
they will have a chance to evaluate 
all the candidates rather than the 

ones pre-selected for them. It’s also 
cheaper to have one election rather 
than two. 

RCV gives voters a chance 
to vote with their heart. Vot-
ers wouldn’t have to worry about 
“splitting the vote” and helping the 
opposition — the “spoiler” prob-
lem. Right now, voters will abstain 
from voting for whom they want 
to win because it might take votes 
away from the candidate with the 
best chance of beating the oppo-
sition. In RCV, voters don’t have 
to worry. If their candidate loses, 
their second place vote is counted. 
So, you can vote for the person you 
want to win and the person you 
think can win. That means you 
can vote for Councilor Lasagna 
and Councilor Spaghetti and not 
worry about electing Councilor 
Salmon by splitting the pasta vote. 

RCV represents the majority. 
To win, a candidate must have a 
majority of votes. In the current 
system, this isn’t the case. Let’s say 
five people ran for a single seat. 
Someone could win with 30 per-
cent of the votes. Now, let’s say the 
other 70 percent hated this candi-
date, but they all voted for different 
people. Does the winner accurate-
ly reflect that 70 percent of the city 
hates the candidate? No. 

RCV keeps candidates focused 
on issues rather than attacking their 
opponents. If they can’t win your 
first vote, candidates will ask you 
for your second or third vote. This 
greatly reduces partisanship. Elec-
tions will become a more positive, 
engaging experience. Duluth has 
the chance to adopt Rank Choice 
Voting. Duluth has a chance to 
open the political process to every-
one. It has a chance to be a national 
leader in democracy. Does Duluth 
want a fixed menu of the same old 
food, or an opportunity to choose 
what it wants — à la carte?  

“ “ RCV GIVES 
VOTERS A CHANCE 

TO VOTE WITH 
THEIR HEART. 

VOTERS WOULDN’T 
HAVE TO WORRY 

ABOUT “SPLITTING 
THE VOTE” AND 
HELPING THE 
OPPOSITION...

THE BEST TIME OF THE YEAR: MARCH MADNESS

FACEBOOK: UNFRIEND 
WHY MINNESOTA SHOULD 
ADOPT RANK CHOICE VOTING



Opinion Editor / Satya Putumbaka / Putum003@d.umn.edu  A6WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2014

SWIM INSTRUCTORS 
NEEDED

Contact Gregg Batinich  •  218-726-6295  •  gbatinic@d.umn.edu

Water Safety Instructors $9.20/hr
Lifeguards $8.25/hr

No previous experience necessary

THE STATESMAN
is hiring for fall semester 2014

Paid positions include
Editor-in-Chief
News Editor

Multimedia Editor
Staff Photographer

Staff Reporter
Sports Editor
Copy Editor

Graphic Designer
International Reporter

Student Life Editor
Opinion Editor

Outdoors Reporter
Advertising Manager

Advertising Representative

Get real newsroom experience 
and build your résumé!

All other applications are due by April 25
Applications for Editor-in-Chief due by April 4

Check out the UMD Student Employment Opportunity Page for job listings.

http://www.d.umn.edu/umdhr/studentjobs/Students/
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personal vaporizers, premium 

E-liquid and accessories.

Duluth's only locally owned and 
operated vape shop.
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Lake Effect Vapor
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Paid positions include Track goes outdoors

Softball split

UMD tennis won their first outing this season against Southwest 
Minnesota State on Saturday. The win came on the back of five 
Bulldog’s singles match wins, including that of Kaitlin Wohnout-
ka, but the Bulldogs would drop all three doubles matches. It is 
their first  win in nine matches thus far this season. UMD ATHLETICS/
SUBMITTED

Bark of the Bulldog

Bulldogs drop doubleheader at MSU

UMD treks hockey’s road less traveled

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Statesman Correspondent

On Sunday evening, 
the dome of Husky Stadi-
um in St. Cloud became 
a fourth outfielder for 
Upper Iowa, as it robbed 
the Bulldogs. 

Minor defensive mis-
takes and an offense 
struggling to drive in 
runs led the Bulldogs 
softball team to a split 
in their Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Confer-
ence opener against the 
Peacocks of Upper Iowa 
University. Playing as 
the home team, the Bull-
dogs took one game in a 
doubleheader marked by 
obscure plays.

This two-game set 
marks the fifth consecu-
tive doubleheader where 
the Bulldogs have won 
the first game and lost 
the second — a streak 
which they hope to end. 

“We came out with a 
split, and we expected 
to take two,” head coach 
Jen Banford said. “The 
trend is a mental hurdle 
that we have to over-
come, and I believe we 
can do it. If there is a 
time to peak, this is when 
we want to do it.”

The Bulldogs broke 
open the scoring in game 
one, scoring two runs in 
the second inning with 
the help of a sacrifice 
bunt by Hailey Lun-
dquist and two Peacock 
errors. They tacked on 
another run in the third 
with back-to-back dou-
bles by veterans Megan 
Mullen and Jordan Rice. 

Bats for both teams 
were silent through the 
middle innings until 
Upper Iowa climbed 
back into the contest 
with a two-out home run 
in the sixth. This left the 
Bulldogs clinging to a 
one-run lead going into 
the final inning. Upper 
Iowa would not go down 
easily, threatening the 
Bulldog lead until a Pea-
cock base runner was 
called out for advanc-
ing to second after the 
umpire had called time. 
This obscure play ended 
a Peacock scoring oppor-
tunity, leading to the 
UMD victory.

Sophomore pitcher 
Cayli Sadler picked up 
the 3-2 win, striking out 
four batters while giving 
up five hits. The Brook-
lyn Park native also 
pitched 13 and two-third 
innings in the two-game 
set. Rice collected two of 
five total Bulldog hits in 
the early game, driving 
in the game-winning run 
in the third. 

The roof of Husky 
Stadium cheated the 
bulldog offense in game 
two; they could not catch 
a break, struggling to 
drive in runs and losing 
the nightcap 8-2.

Early in the con-
test, UMD freshman 
Heather Woyak hit what 
appeared to be a two-
run home run, but the 
umpires called it a foul 
ball, saying it hit the roof 
of the stadium before 
going over the fence. 
Rice also had a three-

BY SAM STROM
Staff Reporter

On Sunday, March 23, the Bull-
dog baseball team began its Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference play 
by dropping both games of a double-
header against Wayne State Univer-
sity, leaving the young team with a 4-8 
record.

In the first game, sophomore pitcher 
Bo Hellquist registered the loss, going 
six innings while giving up only one 
earned run on the way to a 2-0 defeat. 
The Bulldogs struck out 12 times and 

managed only two hits in the loss.
The nightcap saw the Bulldogs fall 

5-3, a game where they left eight run-
ners on base. The team’s best chance 
to take the lead came when left fielder 
Cody Aasen drove in shortstop Kyle 
Comer to pull the Bulldogs within one, 
but that was as close as they would get.

A week later, the Bulldogs traveled to 
Mauston, Wis., for a four-game series 
against Minnesota State Mankato, the 
team that eliminated UMD from the 
playoffs a season ago.

The first game saw the Bulldogs fall 
3-0 as they ran into Minnesota State 

Mankato’s Jason Hoppe. The senior 
gave up just four hits, and improved 
to 6-0 on the year. Hellquist went the 
distance for the Bulldogs and pitched 
almost as well as Hoppe, giving up a 
similar four hits. However, a three-run 
home run sealed the win for the No. 4 
Mavericks.

The Bulldogs pounced on the Mav-
ericks early in the second game of the 
doubleheader, scoring four runs in 
the first two innings. Matt Vogt had a 
two-run double in the first inning, and 
sophomore Alex Wojciechowski 

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

For many hockey players, the path to the NHL is 
fairly paved in stone: spend some time playing juniors, 
get drafted by an NHL team at 18, get sent to said 
organization’s affiliate team in the American Hockey 
League, and eventually get a shot in the NHL.

But recently, more players are taking alternative 
routes through the hockey ranks, and UMD is a prime 
example of the success that can bring.

The most famous former Bulldog who went from 
undrafted minor leaguer to successful professional is 
former great Brett Hull, who spent two years as a Bull-
dog after going undrafted. He now sits in third place 
for all-time regular season NHL goals behind legends 

Wayne Gretzky and Gordie Howe. And all for a guy 
who was overlooked in his draft year.

While the Bulldogs roster boasted seven NHL draft 
picks this season, there were plenty of players who 
turned heads that have yet to be claimed by profes-
sional organizations. Everyone from fifth-year senior 
goaltender Aaron Crandall to freshman phenoms Alex 
Iafallo and Kyle Osterberg had impressive showings 
this year, despite remaining unsigned by professional 
leagues.

Once upon a time these type of players would have 
gone unnoticed. Playing college hockey, especially as 
an unsigned player, meant that a player’s career was 
all but over when they received their diploma. In the 
modern hockey world, however, this is not always 

Aaron Crandall has four wins under his belt for 
the Alaska Aces. His move to the ECHL showcas-
es another Bulldog taking an alternate route to 
the pros. MATT CHRISTIANS/SUBMITTTED

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

Winter weather advisories and 
single-digit temperatures aren’t 
exactly welcome visitors to the 
UMD track and field teams’ out-
door season.

Having just finished up a 
record setting indoor season, the 
Bulldogs were primed for a suc-
cessful six weeks of outdoor com-
petition. The men’s track and 
field team returned from Florida 
recently, where they competed 
in the Florida State Relays just a 
week after the NCAA Division II 
Indoor Championships, but the 
arctic conditions in Duluth put a 
damper on things.

“Some of these guys are run-
ning outside 60-70 miles a week 
in cold 20 below weather on the 
slippery streets,” men’s head 

coach Paul Nisius said. “Just the 
stress of ‘Oh, it’s 20 below again. 
We’re going to go out and run 
again,’ wears on them physically 
and mentally. We’ve got some 
guys that are banged up. Not 
from contact, but you run that 
many laps on that indoor track 
and it’s not always forgiving.”

It’s a big part of what makes 
track and field such a unique 
sport. Most of these athletes com-
pete in both indoor and outdoor 
seasons which are separated by 
only a few weeks, meaning two 
full seasons are competed in back-
to-back.

“You just kind of get used to 
it,” women’s runner Breanna 
Colbenson said. “You just kind 
of have to listen to your body. So 
if your body is hurting, you can 
take a little more time off, but if 
you’re feeling good you can just 

keep going. It’s only six weeks 
until conference starts, so you 
don’t have that much time to get 
back in shape.”

While some may think that 
the only differences between the 
indoor and outdoor seasons is the 
location of the track meets, that 
would be a mistake.

As far as competition goes, 
most races and events are the 
same, with only slight changes to 
the distances and measurements 
since outdoor meets are measured 
metrically. However, events like 
the javelin and hammer throw 
are reserved only for the outdoor 
season.

One of the biggest differences 
that the Bulldogs see from the 
outdoor season is an unequal 
playing field when it comes to 

Alex Wojciechowski tried to help give 
his team a win on Sunday, but the 
Bulldogs would fall in both games. 
UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Distance runner Cole Toepfer looks to move forward from his nationals appearance during indoor 
season and start a successful outdoor season for the Bulldogs. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

see TRACK AND FIELD, B2 see SOFTBALL, B2

see BASEBALL, B2

“I think spring practice is a develop-
mental time period for our team. It’s 
very important to improve our game 
and get our young guys in and have 
them understand what it means to be 
a Bulldog football player.”

-Football Head Coach Curt Wiese  
    on spring practice starting today.
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Men’s Hockey 
the case. Crandall recently left UMD as 
an unsigned free agent, but is currently 
a part of the Eastern Coast Hockey 
League. Currently, he’s 4-1 as a profes-
sional net minder.

“I look at it as an opportunity to get 
my name out there,” Crandall said. “It’s 
exciting too because there’s only two 
goalies on the NHL team, two on the 
American Hockey League team and two 
here. You’re literally one trade or an inju-
ry away from getting a call up.”

While Crandall was on the last leg of 
his college hockey career in 2013-2014, 
teammate Osterberg is just getting his 
start with UMD.

The Lakeville, Minn., native spent 
a year with the Omaha Lancers of the 
United States Hockey League before 
arriving at UMD last September for 
what turned out to be a very impres-
sive freshman season. The Bulldog left 
winger scored 14 goals his freshman year 
to tie the team lead with linemate Justin 
Crandall. This, combined with his quick, 
aggressive style of play, added up to four 
National Collegiate Hockey Conference 
Rookie of the Week honors, the most of 
any freshman in the conference.

One of Osterberg’s biggest setbacks 
has been his relatively small stature. He 
measures in at 5 feet 8 inches tall and 180 
pounds, but that isn’t stopping Osterberg 
from playing big.

“As of right now, I have no intentions of 
leaving early at all because I think it’s the 
best for my career,” Osterberg said. “My 
lifelong goal is playing in the professional 
hockey league. Right now, I’m focused 
on playing well here for four years and 
getting my degree.

“Me and Alex and a lot of other play-
ers are just kind of bummed we didn’t 
get drafted, but we’re at the point where 
we have to just prove everyone wrong. 
It’s in the back of my mind, but overall 
right now we’re in college, and what I 
want most out of it is to win a national 
championship. That’s all I care about 
right now.”

Osterberg has yet to be contacted by 
an NHL team, largely being overlooked 
because of his size. While his road ahead 
will not be an easy one, there’s no reason 
he can’t make an NHL roster according 
to former Bulldog and current Tampa 
Bay Lightning Executive Tom Kurvers.

“The smaller players need to be really 
good players,” Kurvers said. “The bur-
den on a small player is that he has to 
be that much better than a larger player. 
You can’t be small and good, you have to 
be small and great.”

One such player who transitioned from 
the college game to the NHL was Marty 
St. Louis, a long time Tampa Bay Light-
ning forward. He’s a player who symbol-
izes the idea of a smaller player making a 
big impact in the game.

“College served Marty very well, as 
it does many players,” Kurvers said. “It 
gives them time. He had to overcome 
the issue of size, and he did that in a big 
way. The other part is his desire. Some-
one says you’re not big enough, and these 
guys say, ‘No, you know what, you’re 
wrong. I’ll prove it to you.’ That is huge 
motivation.”

Osterberg idolizes St. Louis as he fol-
lows a similar path the NHL superstar 
did in his early career. St. Louis played 
his college career with the University 
of Vermont after going undrafted, and 
while teams tried to lure him away from 
NCAA play his junior year, St. Louis 
stuck it out to complete his four-year stint 
as a Catamount. Osterberg has similar 
goals, planning to stay a Bulldog through 
his senior year.

“Marty St. Louis is one of the guys I 
look up to the most because his career is 
pretty similar to mine,” Osterberg said. 
“He didn’t get drafted, and the heart and 
drive to play hockey no matter what got 
him a chance to play pro, and now look 
at him today.”

And St. Louis has been rewarded for 
his efforts. With a Stanley Cup, a Hart 
Trophy as league MVP and 979 points 
and counting, he’s proven to be a good 
role model for young athletes like Oster-
berg.

“I see things like that where I just want 
to do the same thing he did not matter 
how long or how much it takes,” Oster-
berg said.

practice and meet space.
As everyone in the Northland 

knows, March and April are 
hardly considered spring months 
to an outsider’s standards. With 
temperatures sometimes sink-
ing into the negatives and snow 
still covering most of the land-
scape, the Bulldogs don’t get the 
same kind of preparation as many 
teams that reside in the southern 
areas of the country.

“Two years ago, we had beauti-
ful weather. So, by the end of the 
year, it was neat to see their per-
sonal bests and how many times 
they had set,” Nisius said. “Last 
year though, the weather did not 
cooperate. Half the meets we went 
to it was 38 degrees, raining with 
20-mile-an-hour winds, and we 
didn’t run as fast or throw as far 
with the same group of people just 
because of the weather.”

The Bulldogs try to combat the 
cold weather by working in the 
Ward Wells Field House on cam-
pus, but the indoor track does not 
create the same environment. An 
outdoor track is larger with wider 
turns and longer straightaways, 
meaning runners have the ability 
to go faster for longer. 

The outdoor season can also 
mean competing on hilly terrain. 
While Duluth has plenty of nearly 
vertical surface area, running up 
and down those hills is nearly 
impossible when they’re covered 
in ice and snow.

“We try and get some hills 
down, but March unfortunately 
doesn’t work well for us here,” 
men’s runner Cole Toepfer said. 
“It kind of sucks because of the 
elements up here. Last year espe-
cially was rough, but I’m a pretty 
big outdoor guy.”

Softball Recap

The UMD Bulldogs football team charges into spring practices this week as they 
prepare for the 2014 season next fall. UMD will hold 15 practices in thirty days per 
league standards. After having to already postpone the start of spring training 
once due to the winter storm Monday night, the Bulldogs hope this is the last of 
the arctic weather for Duluth this spring. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Baseball Recap
added a bases-loaded single in the 
second, scoring sophomore Jimmy 
Heck and senior Kellen McCoshen.

Leading 5-3 going into the bot-
tom half of the eighth, the Bulldogs 
needed just six outs to grab their 
first conference win of the year. 
However, things quickly unfolded 
for UMD.

In what has been their Achilles 
Heel so far in this young season, the 
team allowed two unearned runs, 
eventually allowing the Mavericks 
to score five total runs and take an 
8-5 lead. Wojciechowski picked up 
his third RBI of the game when 
he drove in Comer, pulling UMD 
within two runs. But, the Bulldogs 
fell 8-6.

In the third game of the Monday 
series, the Bulldogs bats went quiet 
again as Mavericks starter T.J. Lar-
son struck out 10 batters to lead 
Minnesota State Mankato to a 3-1 
victory. Vogt provided the offense 
for the Bulldogs, picking up two hits 
and the lone RBI for the squad.

The Bulldogs entered the last 
game of the day hoping to salvage a 
win out of the series, but they were 
unsuccessful, losing in a tight 8-7 

contest. Poor defense reared its ugly 
head once again for the team, as 
they committed three errors which 
lead to three unearned runs.

Senior Chris Couillard got off to 
a rocky start, pitching 3.2 innings 
and giving up seven hits and sev-
en runs. However, only four were 
earned runs.

Aasen led the way offensively for 
the Bulldogs with two hits, includ-
ing a big three-run home run in the 
fifth inning to put UMD back in the 
game. The squad rallied to tie the 
game 7-7 in the eighth inning when 
sophomore Josh Denisen scored on 
a balk and fellow sophomore Ryan 
Lakin hit a sacrifice fly to score 
junior catcher Tyler Stein. How-
ever, the Mavericks would go on to 
scratch a run across in the bottom 
of the eighth to seal the four-game 
sweep.

Up next for the Bulldogs is a dou-
bleheader with Concordia St. Paul 
on Wednesday, where they will 
try to break their seven-game los-
ing streak. The Concordia St. Paul 
series will be followed by a weekend 
series against Southwest Minnesota 
State. 

Track and field

run home run that was called back 
an inning later. These two calls, 
a unique consequence of playing 
indoors, kept the Bulldogs off the 
scoreboard through the first three 
innings. 

“It was a momentum changer, 
however, we did a good job staying 
in the game,” Banford said. “(We) 
just left too many runners on base 
when the other opportunities came 
our way.”   

The roof was no issue for Upper 
Iowa, who took a two-run lead ear-
ly and never looked back. Despite 
never holding the lead, the Bulldogs 
weren’t completely shut down offen-
sively, tallying seven hits in game 
two. However, they continued to 
struggle with runners in scoring 
position, leaving two base runners 
on in the fourth, fifth and sixth 
innings.

The Bulldogs defensive efforts fell 
to the sloppy side by adding another 
three errors in game two, bringing 
the Sunday total to five. Capitaliz-
ing on these mistakes, Upper Iowa 

scored five runs in the last two 
innings to win the game 8-2.

Adding to the growing list of 
bizarre plays, the Peacocks scored 
runs on back-to-back line drives, 
both of which deflected off the 
glove of Cayli Sadler. Also, the roof 
helped Upper Iowa suppress a late 
Bulldog rally when Rice fouled out 
on a ball that deflected off the roof 
in the seventh inning. 

Sophomore infielder Dalyce Gus-
tafson carried the offense in the sec-
ond game, recording an RBI while 
going 3-for-3 at the plate to bring 
her season hit total to 12.

While the dome of Husky Stadi-
um plagued the Bulldog offense, the 
chance to play a home game with-
out one continues to decrease as the 
season progresses. 

UMD’s Tuesday home series 
against Northern State University 
was rescheduled to Thursday. It will 
be played on the road at Northern 
State’s Swisher Field in Aberdeen, 
South Dakota. First pitch is sched-
uled in Aberdeen at 11 a.m.

Continued from B1
Continued from B1

Continued from B1
Freshman Kyle Osterberg hopes to 
impress NHL teams despite his small 
stature. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Continued from B1
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President

Vice President, Administration and Finance

Vice President, External 
Affairs

Get to know the new 
Student Association 

candidates and cast a 
vote via email. Results 
will be announced on 

Friday.

Jacob Froelich, Junior

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

It’s time 

VOTE

Why are you running for this position?
I believe the students here at UMD have more 

power than they are currently utilizing. I would like 
to see more student involvement and I chose to run 
for president so I could do all that, and I could enable 
students to have their voice heard by their university.

Have you held any leadership positions in 
the past?

For the last two years, I have been an executive 
member of (Students Engaged in Rewarding Volun-
teer Experiences). I have been a member of Student 
Association (SA) for a little over a year now. I have 
served as the Senator for the School of Fine Arts. I 
also sit on a variety of committees representing SA 
and the Multicultural Center.

What changes will you bring to SA?
As president, I want to make sure that every stu-

dent spot on a campus governance committee is 
being filled by someone who is actively seeking 
change on campus. The second part of my platform 
is to work with administration to implement a sus-
tainable financial system as well as sustainable envi-
ronmental practices. Finally, I support inclusiveness 
for everyone. My hope is that UMD students will 
stand up to help create a welcoming environment for 
everyone regardless of race, religion, gender, identity 
or ability; in the classroom, on campus and online.

What do you like to do in your free time?
I love a good laugh. I love to go downtown for 

Renegade Improv on weekend nights. I attend every 
UMD Theater and Vocal Jazz concert that I can. 
You can always find me on social media if I’m not 
doing something else! 

Why should students vote for you?
Students should vote #FroelichForPres if they want 

their voice heard on the administrative level, if they 
believe in setting a sound financial plan for UMD, if 
they are committed to reducing waste and support-
ing sustainability, and especially if they believe in a 
safe and equitable UMD for every student.

Vice President, 
Academic Affairs
Nathan Ernst, Freshman

Major: Political Science and Criminology 
Minor: Russian area studies.

Why are you running for this position?
I have experience in academic affairs, and I want 

to strengthen the relationship between the deans 
and the student body. Our main priority at this uni-
versity is academics, and nobody has a better idea 
of the strengths and weaknesses of academics than 
the deans’ offices.

Have you held any leadership positions in 
the past?

I have held various leadership roles in the past, 
such as captain of UMD men’s volleyball and soc-
cer captain in high school. I am a leader in the uni-
versity, participating in the Legislative Certificate 
Program, Kirby Leadership Program and volun-
teering at a local middle school.

What changes will you bring to SA?
I plan to bring a quality relationship with the 

deans. 
What do you like to do in your free time?
I enjoy spending time with my girlfriend, friends, 

and family, while also playing sports, exploring 
Duluth and watching House of Cards.

Why should students vote for you?
I am committed to improving academic affairs at 

our university through a working relationship with 
the students, the deans and the vice chancellors. 

Vice President, 
Student Life

Sarah Stark, Sophomore
Major: Graphic design and marketing

Why are you running for this position?
I want to help improve the campus climate for stu-

dents and their overall college experience, and this 
position will allow me to do so.

Have you held any leadership positions in 
the past?

Last year, I started out as Freshmen Vice Presi-
dent, and eventually ended as Freshmen President. 
This year, I am the graphic designer for SA. I have 
also been the vice chair of the Student Life Commit-
tee for the past two years, and am the vice chair of 
the Student Educational Experience Committee in 
shared governance this year.

What changes will you bring to SA?
I will bring the experience and direct knowledge 

that is necessary to be successful in this position.
What do you like to do in your free time?
I like to play around with photography and work 

on new designs. I also enjoy hunting and fishing.
Why should students vote for you?
I have been a vocal committee member in both 

SA committees and campus governance committees 
to be sure that the student voice is heard, and I will 
continue to do so as vice president of Student Life.

Dan Arbuckle, Freshman
Major: Business Administration

Minor: Finance

Why are you running for this position?
I’m strongly motivated in advocating for student 

groups and to fight for the funding they need to be 
successful.

Have you held any leadership positions in 
the past?

I’ve held the roll as Freshman Class President for 
the Class of 2017, and I’ve sat on SA’s cabinet.

What changes will you bring to SA?
I will change the way administration sees student 

groups. It’s important for me to know that members 
and student organizations feel comfortable coming 
to me if they need help.

What do you like to do in your free time?
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. 

And I love working with my peers in SA.
Why should students vote for you?
I bring a positive and inviting atmosphere to this 

organization. Either it be to discuss funding issues, 
or to lend a helping hand, I encourage others to be a 
part of my open-door policy.

Ava Heinrich, Junior 
Major: Communication 
Minor: Arts in media 

Why are you running for this position?
I want to continue to work on making UMD a 

competitive university in terms of our enrollment 
numbers, school spirit and pride.

What changes will you bring to SA?
One of my main initiatives is to determine a set 

amount of money for us to set aside from SA’s carry-
forward budget, and be able to use that as a starting 
point for knowing how many student organization 
events we may be able to sponsor and how much we 
can offer them.

What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like to try and get outside and be active. I also 

enjoy spending time with friends, cooking, listen-
ing to music, seeking out new activities to do and 
adventures to new places.  

Why should students vote for you? 
I have the hands-on experience and knowledge 

in groups inside and outside of SA to help make 
appropriate and beneficial choices when it comes to 
money.

Why are you running for this positioin?
I chose to run for this position because I currently 

am the vice chair on this committee, and was really 
interested in taking a bigger role in SA and trying 
something new, but also something I was familiar 
with.

Vice President, Administration and Finance

Rose Lindquist, Sophomore
Major: Political science 

Minors: Hispanic studies, communication

to

Have you held any leadership positions in 
the past?

The past two years I have served as a representa-
tive at large for SA.

What changes will you bring to SA?
I want to see more community outreach with my 

position, like organizing students to help shovel peo-
ple’s driveways who are not able to. I also have an 
idea of getting a bus straight from UMD to the mall 
area. 

What do you like to do in your free time?
I like to read, and go on walks and hang out with 

my friends. I guess your generic stuff.
Why should students vote for you?
I am a positive person who is passionate and will-

ing to devote time and energy into creating change 
at UMD.

Majors: Organizational Management, Theater
Minor: Marketing

JACOB FROELICH/SUBMITTED

AVA HEINRICH/SUBMITTED

SARAH STARK/SUBMITTEDNATHAN ERNST/SUBMITTED

JOHN FAHNENSTIEL/STATESMAN

 SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN
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In addition to offering free rides to all U Card holders, the DTA also provides seating for electronic and 
manual wheel chairs. Bus drivers are available for assistance. SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN

AFTER�MONTHS�OF�HIBERNATION,�THE�INDOORS�CAN�GET�A�LITTLE�MUSTY.�
HERE�ARE�SOME�TIPS�TO�MAKE�SPRING�CLEANING�EASY�AND�FUN .

Spring�cleaning�tips

WASH�ALL�BEDDING
Bed bugs are real. Keep them at bay by washing all sheets, 

blankets and pillow cases. There’s nothing better than crawling 
into a clean, fresh-smelling bed at the end of the day.  Also, get into 
the habit of making the bed every morning. The entire room will 

look cleaner as a result.

NOTE
BOOKNOTE

BOOKNOTE
BOOK

Now that the weather is warming up, it’s time to organize the closet. 
Though it’s not yet time to completely banish sweaters and jeans, the more 
heavy-duty winter gear can be put away. This is also a great time to donate 

clothes that haven’t been worn in the past year: They’ll likely never 
be worn at all.

CLOSET

MOOD�LIGHTING
Doing something as simple as replacing winter sheets, 

throw pillows or art work with spring colors and patterns can 
dramatically change a room’s appearance. Say goodbye to the dark, 

dreary winter and say hello to a bright new room.

THROW�OUT�LAST�SEMESTER’S�MATERIAL
Notebooks, old texts and half-used pencils are unnecessary clutter. 

Sell and donate whatever can be salvaged and recycle the rest. 
If the notes are important, then make them digital or 

dedicate one binder to hold onto past notes.

DISINFECT�EVERYTHING
Winter is the season of colds, flus and various illnesses, so it’s 

imperative to disinfect every surface. Use wipes or sprays to clean 
and keep hand sanitizer in close proximity to decrease the risk

 of catching a late-season bug.

By�Aprill�Emig

Illustrated�by�Joe�Fraser

Access 
in the 
snow
Students, staff find ways 
to make campus more 
accessible no matter the 
weather

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

The snow has trapped students’ cars 
and made the simple act of walking 
from one place to another difficult. 
But for those who have limited mobil-
ity, the excessive snow and ice can be 
especially dangerous.

“The amount of complaints we 
receive varies from year-to-year, 
depending on where students are liv-
ing and who’s parking,” said Penny 
Cragun, program director of UMD 
Student Life in the Office of Disability 
Resources. “Our response is usually to 
call Facilities Management and work 
with them.”

Facilities Management is responsible 
for keeping the campus safe and acces-
sible.

“The goal of access is to get someone 
where they need to be without assis-
tance,” said Erik Larson, the Facilities 
Management representative on the 
Commission on Disabilities.

The Commission on Disabilities 
holds “disability walks” about once a 
year in order to find areas around cam-
pus that do not meet this goal. This is 
the first year the commission has held 
one of these walks in the winter.

“Any public person or student can 
join us on the walk,” Larson said. “It 
helps us create a list of potential prob-

lems.”
Unfortunately, no members outside 

of the commission came to the walk. 
Only four people participated, all of 
whom were on the committee.

“It didn’t go as well as it has in 
the past,” said Cragun. “It was on a 
day right after one of our large snow 
storms.”

In fact, neither Cragun nor Larson 
have heard any complaints this year 
despite the large amount of snow.

“There are a number of students 
who use wheelchairs who continue to 
live in the dorms for easy access,” Cra-
gun said.

When Cragun and Larson do 
receive complaints, it’s usually about 
parking.

“Sometimes the handicapped spot 
won’t have enough room for a van to 
open its doors and allow someone to 
exit the vehicle,” Cragun said. 

Cragun says this is especially true in 
the Solon visitor’s lot due to the grade 
in the pavement. However, Larson 
says the handicapped spots this year 
have been well managed.

“I went out the day after the walk 
and noticed that the handicapped 
spaces had less snow and accessible 
pathways, at least more so than the 
entire parking lot,” Larson said.

But Larson cautions that this may 
not always be the case.

“The reality is that we can’t have 
someone with a shovel following the 
plows to make sure there is never snow 
in the way,” Larson said. 

As many students know, one way to 
avoid any parking fiasco is to take the 
DTA buses. This is also an option for 
students who use wheelchairs or carts.

“The DTA buses are accessible, and 
I know one community member who 
uses it to get to UMD frequently,” Cra-
gun said.

She mentions that another option is 
to use the STRIDE bus system, which 
is also a part of the DTA.

“People have to qualify to ride with 
STRIDE,” Cragun said. “There’s an 
application to fill out, and once you 
qualify you actually have to call and 
arrange the pick-up and drop-off 
times. It’s not as flexible as the DTA.”

Although these services can be help-
ful, there are other issues that come 
with living off campus.

“There are a lot of times when a 
landlord will shovel sidewalks too late, 
or sometimes not at all,” said sopho-
more Nate Twedt, the secretary for 
Access for All (AFA).

AFA is an organization on campus 
that raises awareness for the different-
ly-abled, and any student is allowed to 
participate.

“We want to erase any misconcep-
tions people may have,” Twedt said. 

AFA also directs people to resourc-
es that may be beneficial, such as the 
aforementioned STRIDE program. 
But Twedt cautions that there are some 
things that are difficult to fix.

“Either the sidewalks are not plowed, 
or they’re plowed but not salted,” 
Twedt said. “So even if someone in a 
wheelchair can get up a sidewalk, it’s 
always possible they could slip. It hap-
pens to everyone, but it can be really 
bad for someone who is unable to pick 
themselves up.”

Despite these issues, Larson 
believes that the promotion of DTA 
and STRIDE is contributing to the 
absence of complaints this year. How-
ever, he says that this is likely not the 
only component.

“The only two comments I received 
were about the lack of lighting on Col-
lege Street,” Larson said. “But that 
road is technically city property, so 
we’re limited as to what we can do.”

Larson asserts that comments and 
complaints are necessary to making 
the campus better.

“It is likely that I will never notice 
a tripper in a sidewalk if it’s in a part 
of campus I never walk around,” Lar-
son said. “We probably won’t be able 
to fix everything, but we want to know 
about it. It’s important to open that 
dialogue.”
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Housing is available on campus for students during  
May Session & Summer Session terms. Current  

UMD Housing residents may stay in campus  
housing as Extended Summer renters. 

 
More information, including rental rate, is available at 

the 189 Lake Superior Hall information desk, or  
by calling 218-726-7390. 

 

UMD SUMMER HOUSING 
Summer Housing Information 

Sessions for students 
 

Thursday, April 24 @ 2pm 
Wednesday, April 30 @ 11am 

East Griggs Hall Conference Room (P/Q sections)  

May             Available May 18 to June 7  
           Deadline to apply is May 9 

Extended    For current UMD Housing residents  
           Available May 17 to August 13 
           Deadline to apply is May 2 

General       Available June 6 to August 13 
           Deadline to apply is seven days 
           prior to arrival The University of Minnesota is an equal 

opportunity educator and employer. 

DGRduluth.com
218-727-0193

CollectorsConnectionDuluth.com
218-726-1360

We have moved!We have moved!

We still offer: 

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

• Comics - new and back issues, supplies and special orders
• Sports cards - packs, boxes, single cards of your favorite players

• Magic the Gathering - packs, single cards and weekly tournaments
• Coin Supplies
• Used Compact Discs and DVDs (we buy and sell)
• We also fix scratched discs! (Including Video Games)

2220 Mountain Shadow Drive
Village Square Mall

Mon-Thurs 10am - 8pm
Fri 10am - 9pm

Saturdays 10am - 7pm
Sunday Noon - 5pm

Now open 7 days a week!

FACTS & FIGURES:
Grocery stores run photos 
touting the size and quality 

of their legs, thighs & breasts.
We refuse to do this.

R0
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32
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11

331 Canal Park Drive
www.clubsaratoga.com

Club Saratoga: 
Always a cut

above the rest.

M-TH: 3 PM - 1 AM
FRI: 3 PM - 2 AM • SAT: NOON-2 AM

CLOTHED SUNDAY

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust

Jason Ford, Professor of Philosophy, is 
seeking volunteers to participate in a study 
into the nature of visual attention. The study 
will take no more than fifteen minutes of your 
time, and involves no undue risks of any kind. 
Your participation will be greatly appreciat-
ed! If you are interested, or have any ques-
tions, please email me at jford@d.umn.edu, or 
call me at 218-726-8323. I will work around 
your schedule!

A t t e n t i o n !

St
udent Life 

Generic 
Plan B now 
available

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life EditorThe “morning-after pill” is available on campus 

in generic and name-brand form. SARAH STAUNER/
STATESMAN

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor
KELLEN ALBRECHT
Health and Outdoors 
Reporter

What’s up, 
Duluth?

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has decided to allow the sale of 
generic versions of Plan B to be sold 
over the counter with no age restric-
tions. Students can now purchase Plan 
B at Health Services by showing their 
student ID.

When the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) removed age restrictions 
this past July, the over-the-counter med-
ication was only available in the form 
of Plan B One-Step, a product of Teva 
Women’s Health. This remained out of 
reach for many individuals who could 
only afford the generic brands.

Now, the FDA has decided to remove 
the exclusivity of Teva’s product so con-
sumers can have more options. Despite 
these options and the current ease of 
purchasing Plan B, many students 
remain unaware of how to obtain it.

“Students probably only know (Plan 
B) is available if they are looking for 
it,” Sharon Anderson, women’s health 
nurse practitioner at UMD, said. “We 
see students all of the time as first-time 
patients who had no idea there was 
a clinic on campus until they needed 
medical intervention.”

Senior Kate Mensing argues that not 
knowing where to find Plan B can cre-
ate many challenges for students.

“One of the biggest barriers is how 
and where to get it,” Mensing said. 
“Having Plan B accessible on campus is 
so important.”

Senior Geneva Wychor agrees.
“I think it could save a lot of people 

from a frustrating situation,” Wychor 
said, “especially because the dorms 
house a lot of coed freshmen who may 
not have transportation to get to a dif-
ferent clinic in time.” 

On campus, Plan B is available over-
the-counter at the front desk of Health 
Services for $22 during open hours 
with a valid student ID. There are also 
options for reducing the cost.

“Cost is always an issue for students,” 
Anderson said. “If the student is a Min-
nesota resident, they can apply at the 
time for a Minnesota Family Planning 
Grant, nicknamed 4me at UMD, which 
would cover the cost.”

Access to Plan B has increased. 
Whether or not greater utilization will 
follow will remain to be seen.

Wednesday, April 2
Confident Cycle Commuting
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Garden Room
Learn how to overcome any fears of bike commuting during this presentation 

by Shawna MullenEardley. Information will include changing lanes, what to 
wear and bike laws.

Cost: Free

Thursday, April 3
Panel on Emotional Violence in Racism
1:00 p.m. in KSC 268
A panel that will look at how emotional violence plays out in regards to rac-

ism and microaggressions. Led by Susana Pelayo-Woodward, Chris Davilla and 
Koahlee Vue.

Cost: Free

Friday, April 4
Symphony Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m. in Weber Music Hall
Featuring winners of the 13th annual student competition. Conducted by Jean 

R Perrault. 
Cost: $3 UMD student

Saturday, April 5
Proud Prom
8:00 p.m. to midnight in the Rafters
“Come however you want, with whoever you want,” says QASU, the host of 

this event. Whether your high school prom was a bust or a blast, proud prom 
will not disappoint!

Cost: $5
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Register to win  
a NOOK® HD

218.733.7601 • www.lsc.edu 
2101 Trinity Road | Duluth, MN 55811

Friday, April 25, 2014 • 3–6 p.m.

Lake Superior

coLLege
Dive into

OPEN HOUSE
An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator  • Member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system 

Individuals with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations, by contacting LSC’s Disability Services, (218)733-7650/(800)432-
2884, S1962, or Georgia Robillard at g.robillard@lsc.edu.

May Session 
May 19 – June 6

Summer session course lengths vary.

Summer Session 
June 9 – August 1

Find summer session 
course information and links 
to additional resources at 
d.umn.edu/summer.

On track for graduation? 
Summer courses can help you get there sooner. 
With hundreds of courses, including dozens online, 
you’ll find plenty of options to catch up – or get 
ahead – on credits.

UMD Summer Sessions 2014

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

REGISTER 
NOW
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