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BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

An approximate 60 UMD 
employees — 49 staff and 12 fac-
ulty — have accepted layoffs tied to 
Program Prioritization and the ini-
tiative’s voluntary layoff programs.

In an email to UMD staff and 
faculty Feb. 20, Chancellor Lend-
ley Black wrote that the Univer-
sity plans to cut $9.4 million from 
its budget, $1.2 million of which is 
expected to come from the voluntary 
layoff programs. Black said during 
a budget meeting in the Kirby Ball-
room Monday that $1.2 million is a 
conservative estimate; actual sav-
ings from the voluntary layoff pro-
grams could be significantly higher.

Employees participating in the vol-
untary layoff programs were offered 
unspecified incentives by UMD. 
According to proposals in Black’s 
email, the University will fill most 
of the vacated positions with work-
ers at lower pay or reduced time. 

“There are potential benefits from 
Program Prioritization that will help 
increase efficiency, cut administrative 
costs and keep our focus on excellence 
and our core mission,” Black wrote. 
“We will do a number of things dif-
ferently to achieve these benefits.”

The University is using vol-
untary and involuntary layoffs 
to earn savings and consolidate 
related offices and services that 
have been functioning separately.

Less than two weeks ago the Uni-
versity confirmed cuts to the Office 
of Civic Engagement, causing invol-
untary layoffs for its two-person 
staff. Andrea Schokker, executive 
vice chancellor for academic affairs, 
reportedly told Northland’s News-
Center that UMD will continue the 
work of the Office of Civic Engage-
ment through curriculum, fac-
ulty and other campus resources.

New items proposed in Black’s 

About 60 
employees 
volunteer 
for layoffs
Dismissal of roughly 
50 staff, a dozen faculty,  
expected to save the 
University $1.2 million

Angela Davis. Writer. Communist. Educator. She is going to be in a picture in the Statesman, which is 
perhaps her greatest accomplishment. Maybe one more sentence. PHOTOGRAPHER/STATESMAN

see LAYOFFS, A3

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

Campus administrators, staff, 
faculty and community have until 
a March 7 budget conference to 
consider Program Prioritization 
strategies and the latest wave of 
proposals made public last week. 

Speaking mostly to staff and 
faculty at a town-hall-style meeting 
in the Kirby Ballroom on Monday, 
Chancellor Lendley Black and other 
administrators discussed UMD’s 
budget situation, answered questions 
from the audience, and expressed 
confidence that the University is 
taking proper action to mitigate its 
$9.4 million structural deficit.

“Given where we are right now in 
our budgeting process,” Black said, 
“I feel like (Program Prioritization) 
has provided us a very good platform 
for talking with the Twin Cities 
administration and for having some 
good campus discussions about how 
we’re going to move forward.”

Materials sent by Black to staff 
and faculty Feb. 20 identified $2.5 
million in proposed cuts. Finalized 
voluntary layoffs for several dozen 
staff and faculty are projected to save 
nearly half of the $2.5 million. Black 
said most of the vacated positions will 
be filled by workers at lower pay or 
reduced time. 

No additional budget strategies 
have been finalized. Feedback can be 
given by contacting administration 
or the Strategic Planning and Budget 
Committee, and also by posting on 
the Chancellor’s website.

New proposals include a 
merger of the English and 
Writing Studies departments, 
and a merger of the women, 
gender and sexuality department 

Black talks 
timeline,
strategies 
for budget
The University has 
until early March to 
study, discuss latest 
wave of proposals

see BUDGET, A4

A SNOWY NIGHT 
WITH LOW

KPB expands on Ludacris booking
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Professor targets
Kaler in open letter, A5

Softball dominant
in UMD Invitational, B1

‘Super Gay Cabaret’
kicks off Thursday, B5

The band plays its 6th of 7 straight Thursdays 
at Fitger’s while a snowstorm buries Duluth

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

“Constant forward motion is the 
key” I thought to myself, hurtling 
my Volkswagen Passat through 
the 10 inches of snow that had 
already accumulated on Superior 
Street. It was 10:15 p.m., and I had 
just been sprung from work for the 
night. 

Last Thursday’s snowstorm had 
been raging in the sky for 10 hours, 
making crosstown travel a matter 

of  pure survival. No stopping. No 
time for mistakes. I was on my 
way to the The Brewhouse in the 
Fitger’s Complex to see Low play. 

Every Thursday night for the 
past six weeks, one of Duluth’s 
most well-known and well-
respected bands has taken to the 
tiny stage tucked in the corner 
of The Brewhouse. For seven 
Thursdays, Low would attempt 
to play its entire catalogue, which 
spans 20 years. And now, with 

see LOW, A3

The Kirby Program Board booked the artist 
based on surveys and last semester’s concert,
which featured country singer Dustin Lynch

BY PAIGE WALTER
Staff Reporter

On Feb. 18, the Kirby Board 
Program announced rapper and 
actor Ludacris as the feature 
performer for UMD’s Spring 
Fest Concert in April. Also 
performing will be Two9 and DJ 

Sidereal.
Much planning goes into each 

fall and spring concert, and 
preparation for this year’s event 
started with the Kirby Program 
Board (KPB) emailing a survey 
of musical artists and genres to a 

see LUDACRIS BOOKING, A3

Ludacris’ concert April 11 will be the first 
KPB has sponsored at AMSOIL Arena. 
IMAGE PROVIDED BY ISLAND DEF JAM

Activist
vists 
UMD

Former Communist Party USA Leader 
Angela Davis was the keynote speaker at 
UMD’s Summit on Equity, Diversity and
Multiculturalism Tuesday.

For more on The Summit, see Student Life

Low, which originated in Duluth, has performed at Fitger’s Brewhouse 
every Thursday night for six weeks. RACHEL KRAFT/SUBMITTED
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Top 10 PLACES TO
GRAB A NAP
AT UMD

1. Ledges by the library

2. Benches in MPAC

3. Couches in the basement of  

ABAH

4. Beanbag chairs in The 

Underground

5. Rotunda on the fourth floor 

of  the library

6. Kirby Terrace on a sunny 

non-winter day

7. New lounge area in Swenson

8. Library Annex

9. Lounge outside RSOP

10. The Statesman office

PHOTO OF THE WEEK SHOES.
BY SARAH STAUNER
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook
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random sample of UMD 
students. Hip-hop/rap and 
country music tied for the top 
genre.

“With country artist Dustin 
Lynch performing at our fall 
concert,” said Carrie Lelwica, 
KPB concert chair event 
coordinator, “we chose to look 
into hip-hop/rap artists for 
spring.”

After a process of elimination, 
the off icial decision for 
Ludacris to perform in Duluth 
was made in January.

The planning process for a 
concert consists of researching 
an artist’s costs and contacting 
an artist’s agent. After selecting 
an artist, the KPB sends a 
formal offer to the artist’s 
agent. If the offer is accepted, 
contracts are exchanged, and 
the KPB announces the show.

“In order for a concert to work 
out, the f inances, the venue 
and the artist’s availability all 
need to line up,” Lelwica said. 
“If one of those factors doesn’t 
work out, the concert will not 
happen.”

The KPB decided to partner 
with the DECC and AMSOIL 
Arena to expand the audience 
and reach more students and 
members of the community, 
something the KPB had never 
done.

After conf irming a venue 
and potential dates, the KPB 
contacted various artists for 
availability. The Spring Fest 
Concert is around the same 
time as California’s Coachella 
Music Festival.

“Coachella wiped out more 
than half of our potential 
artists,” Lelwica said.

Ludacris is currently on 
tour, and is booked to play at 
Iowa State the day after the 
Spring Fest Concert. He will 
be followed by his full band 
and production, which led to 
the KPB’s decision to contact 
the artist.

Since the announcement of 
the concert, the KPB said it 
has received positive feedback 
from the UMD and Duluth 
communities.

“(UMD and Duluth) 
communities’ response to 
the concert announcement 
exceeded our expectations 
immensely,” Lelwica said. 
“News, social media, radio 
and word of mouth blew up 
in the Duluth community and 
surrounding communities.”

Tickets for the concert went 
on sale Monday morning in the 
Kirby Student Center at $15 
per ticket and a maximum of 
two tickets per customer.

Public tickets will go on 
sale Friday at 10 a.m. on 
Ticketmaster.com and at the 
DECC ticket off ice.

six weeks down, there is only one show left: 
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 10 p.m. 

“Week 6 of #low7thursdays tonight. Bad 
weather? Check,” the band tweeted last 
Thursday evening. Unfavorable weather 
conditions had been a recurring theme for 
weeks, but nothing was as intense as the 
looming blizzard. Snow be damned, the show 
was still on. 

I’m never quite sure how to accurately 
describe Low, because I’m never quite 
sure what kind of information needs to be 
communicated. If you live in Duluth and focus 
on the local music and arts circles, you more 
than likely know who Low is. But I’ve met 
people who have lived in this town for years 
and have never heard of Low. I can’t tell if 
that’s weird or not. 

The lineup consists of husband and wife 
Alan Sparhawk and Mimi Parker, along with 
bass player Steve Garrington. Indie rock is 
probably Low’s catch-all genre. They present 
a minimalistic quality, while at the same 
time creating highly texturized soundscapes. 
Low formed in the Twin Ports in 1993 and 
has worked with various labels, eventually 
winding up on the famous Seattle label Sub 
Pop. The band has a well-established fan 
base all over the world: Robert Plant of Led 
Zeppelin covered two Low songs on his 2010 
album “Band of Joy.” 

I swung my car off Superior Street and 
headed to relative safety in the Fitger’s parking 
ramp. I didn’t know what to expect. A few 
weeks earlier, I was unable to gain entrance 
because The Brewhouse had reached capacity. 
With the snowstorm making travel a hassle, 
it didn’t seem space would be a concern. As I 
entered, I was happy to see a sizable crowd had 
still made the trip. 

I bumped into my friend and Statesman 
colleague John Fahnenstiel, who was out for a 
drink. 

“This band is pretty good, have you heard 
them before?” he asked. I looked at him sort 
of crossly.

“Yeah, I’m here to see them. Do you know 
Low?” I asked. He shook his head. I attempted 
to explain as Sparhawk started singing “Death 
of a Salesman.” 

“This is a famous band,” I said as my 
concentration drifted to the music. “They’re 
pretty big in Europe.” That was the best I 
could come up with before giving up.

Low played through another set of songs that 
had not been played in the past five weeks. I, 
like most in the crowd, put off concerns of 
wintery escape for the two-hour set. And like 
all of the other Thursdays I had made, it was 
over all too quickly. 

I pointed my Volkswagen Passat up the hill 
and hit the gas. By then, the snow on the street 
was even deeper. The hour-long drive from 
Fitger’s to my house on 10th Street was intense, 
but it was entirely worth the trouble. 

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

Around 10:30 p.m. Feb. 14, 
UMD police stopped a vehicle on 
Oakland Circle and Gold Street. 
One of the vehicle’s passengers 
f led. Another was contacted and 
found intoxicated, in possession 
of an open bottle of alcohol. The 
intoxicated passenger – a male 
– was uncooperative, and was 
issued citations for open bottle 
and underage consumption. He 
was transported to St. Louis 
County Jail and given a 12-hour 
hold. 

At 10:50 p.m. off icers 
were called to Griggs Hall 
to investigate several parties. 
Students were found intoxicated 

and in possession of marijuana. 
All were issued citations 
for underage consumption. 
One party was also cited for 
marijuana possession. 

At 10 p.m. Feb. 15, police 
returned to Griggs Hall, 
where they found students 
in possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia. Two 
students were cited. 

An “extremely intoxicated” 
male was reported on the DTA 
near Kirby Plaza after 6 p.m. 
Feb. 19. Police were summoned 
after the male was unable to 
be woken up. Police succeeded 
in waking the male, and 
transported him to a medical 
facility. 

On Feb. 21 an intoxicated 

North Dakota fan was ejected 
from the UMD men’s hockey 
team’s 3-0 loss. The person was 
of age.

Early the next morning, 
officers in Griggs Hall issued 
two citations for underage 
consumption. Later, a male was 
seen staggering on University 
Drive. When officers inspected 
the male, they found he 
was intoxicated, and issued 
him a citation for underage 
consumption.

Shortly before midnight on 
Feb. 22, two underage persons 
were cited for consumption in 
Griggs Hall. The persons, one 
student and one non-student, 
were found intoxicated and 
arguing in the hallway. One of 
the persons was sent to jail with 
a 12-hour hold after failing to 
cooperate.

 Early the next morning, an 
unknown person set off a f ire 
extinguisher on the ground 
f loor of Cina Hall. The alarm 
was cleared by the Duluth Fire 
Department, and the exhausted 
extinguisher was collected by an 
off icer. Police encourage anyone 
with knowledge of the incident 
or culprit to come forward. 
Footage is being reviewed.

Staff reporter Paige Walter
contributed to this report

Continued from A1

Low

Continued from A1
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BY MAEGGIE LICHT
Editor-in-Chief

Why did you decide to join 
ROTC?

“I’ve wanted to join the military 
since I can remember. Growing up, I 
just always knew that’s what I wanted, 
and I couldn’t really see myself doing 
anything besides that. So I was very 
interested in going into the military, 
and ROTC was a great way to get an 
education and college experience but 
having an entrance into a military 
future.”

What job will you be doing for 
the Air Force once you graduate?

“I will be a logistics readiness 
officer. Logistics officers deal with 
the organization, transport and 
distribution of supplies, transportation 
and maintenance for aircraft missiles 
and spacelift. Basically, they are the 
people that organize the movement of 

people and supplies from one place to 
another.”

Are you happy with that 
position?

“Yeah, I’m excited about it. It 
wasn’t what I had in mind when I 
joined as a freshman, but I’m just 
happy to commission as an officer in 
the greatest Air Force in the world.”

Where will you train and for 
how long?

“I’m going to San Antonio for 
training, and it’s about two months.”

Do you think you’ll stay in 
longer than your contracted 
four years?

“It’s hard to say right now, I guess. 
I would like to stay in for a long 
time, but I’m not sure what paths or 
direction my life will take. We will 
see!”

What’s your favorite thing 
about ROTC?

“I would say the camaraderie is 
the biggest thing. I’ve met some 
awesome people my four years in the 
program. For example, in ROTC we 
have the ‘wingman’ concept, which 
is just looking out for whoever is your 
wingman – making sure they are 
doing okay with school, waking up 
on time, and anything else a good 
friend would do. I’ve had the same 
wingman since freshman year. It’s a 
good feeling looking back and seeing 
how far we’ve all come.”

How do you feel looking to 
your future with the Air Force?

“I’m very excited and anxious. 
I can’t wait to serve, experience 
the world, and actually make some 
money!”

AFROTC cadet looks forward to graduation

Justin Cannon,  
psychology major

email include a merger of 
the English and writing studies 
departments, as well as a merger 
of the women, gender and sexu-
ality department with another 
unspecified department. Black 
wrote that proposals will not be 
finalized until the campus com-
munity has had a chance to dis-
cuss them and posit opinions.

“Some faculty, staff, stu-

dents and administrators have 
expressed varying degrees and 
types of frustration about UMD’s 
budget challenge and Program 
Prioritization,” Black wrote. “I 
have to admit, I have also been 
frustrated over the past few 
weeks and months. This is dif-
ficult work, and I am absolutely 
confident that we are more than 
capable of rising above the frus-
trations and challenges if we 
work together and keenly focus 
on what is best for our students.”

Black’s email identified $2.5 mil-
lion in proposed cuts and $700,000 
in proposed revenue increases.

Latest numbers put the Uni-

versity’s deficit at $12 mil-
lion and its non-recurring 
deficit at $3.3 million. The 
non-recurring deficit refers to 
transient expenditures that are 
not retained across budgets.

The University does not have 
to realize its targeted cuts in one 
year. Black wrote that UMD and 
the U of M will work together 
to develop budget strategies.

“Clearly, UMD is a jewel in 
the crown of the University of 
Minnesota system, and (the U 
of M is) as committed as we are 
to advancing our distinctive 
mission and vision and to keep-
ing UMD strong,” Black wrote.
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with another unspecified department. 
The latest draft also identified $700,000 in 

proposed revenue increases. Potential sources of 
income include more summer programs, a fee for 
international students, and a mandatory $10 per-
semester fee for students and an optional annual fee 
for University employees to use the Duluth Transit 
Authority.

Andrea Schokker, Executive Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs, said the University will have to 
cut some programs “we like and want to do, but 
maybe can’t do.”

“We are not going to be able to do everything 
we’ve always done,” Schokker said. “Part of getting 
feedback on this process is, ‘Can you live without 
this? Or this?’ There are going to be some things 
we do a little differently.”

Black said the $9.4 million does not need to be 
made up in one year, and some budget decisions 
will not be made for weeks or months. 

Last fall, UMD’s structural deficit was estimated 
at nearly $12 million, which was amended last week 

to $9.4 million. In addition to the $9.4 million, 
the University has a non-recurring deficit of $3.3 
million. The non-recurring deficit refers to one-
time costs and costs that are not budget fixtures.

“It’s something we’re not terribly concerned with 
right now,” Black said about the non-recurring 
deficit. “Our focus is on addressing the ($)9.4 
(million) structural imbalance.”

The structural imbalance can be largely 
attributed to decreased enrollment beginning 
in 2011, a 16-year fringe benefit miscalculation 
discovered in 2013, less state funding and a smaller 
share of the available state funding. Since 2009, 
UMD has received the steepest decline in state 
appropriations in the U of M system at 40 percent.

Black said that increased funding from the U of M, 
specifically the Board of Regents which apportions 
state money to the system’s five campuses, would be 
an integral part of any successful deficit reduction 
plan. Black said U of M President Eric Kaler’s 
visit to UMD Feb. 17 was “beneficial,” and that he 
believes Kaler is “sincerely committed to helping 
us.”

“My perception of the meeting was that he heard 
some things very directly that he needed to hear 
from faculty, from staff and from students,” Black 
said. “I think we made some good gains with his 
visit, and I think we’ll see more.”

Black said it is possible, but unlikely, that the Board 
of Regents will continue to reduce UMD’s share 

of state funding based on the University’s lower 
operating budget from Program Prioritization. 

“I can’t imagine that happening,” Black said. “I 
have to operate in good faith to a certain extent 
and push hard. If such a thing were to happen, the 
pushback would be tremendous.”

Administrators from UMD and the U of M 
will have a “budget/compact” meeting in the 
Twin Cities March 14, when UMD will propose 
a budget for the next fiscal year. Kaler will review 
the request in April. 

Continued from A1

Budget
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Andrea Schokker answers a question during the budget meeting Monday. PHOTOGRAPHER/STATESMAN
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Dear President Kaler,

I want to thank you for 
taking the time to visit us at 
UMD. The faculty here had 
for months been anxious to 
meet with you, so we appreci-
ate that you accepted the invi-
tation. We trust that we will be 
seeing you again shortly.

As I assume was made clear 
during your brief visit, too 
many of us at UMD – both 
faculty and staff – are feeling 
demoralized. This is in part 
because of the budget situa-
tion in which the campus finds 
itself. But it is also because we 
often feel disrespected and 
devalued within the Univer-
sity of Minnesota system. You 
are our president, and we 
expect you to listen to and rep-
resent us. You assured us on 
Monday that you are able to 
separate your responsibilities 
as the system president and 
the head of the Twin Cities 
campus. With all due respect, 
I remain unconvinced.

I’m sure I was not alone, for 
example, in finding it discon-
certing when you told us that 
UMD faculty had regular 
opportunities to communi-
cate our concerns because we 
were connected by ITV (or 
some other virtual method) 
to your meetings in the Twin 
Cities with the Faculty Con-
sultative Committee. As we 
had to inform you, we are not. 
We were removed decades 
ago by the Regents from that 
governance system. We have 
now created our own shared 

governance system at UMD. 
You are part of it, and I hope 
you will participate as mean-
ingfully in our system as you 
do in the other. I also think 
it is important to have Vice 
President Pfutzenreuter more 
regularly participate in our 
campus budget committee 
meetings. He does, after all, 
work for all of us.

While I cannot speak for 
the UMD faculty as a whole, I 
can tell you that every faculty 
member with whom I have 
spoken did not feel apprecia-
bly better after your visit than 
they did before it. Please allow 
me to explain why. As you no 
doubt gathered from our ques-
tions, the budget situation we 
confront is a matter of tremen-
dous and ongoing concern. 
While I appreciate your assur-
ance that you will be working 
with our local administrators 
to help the campus move 
toward long-term stability, the 
vagueness of your assurance 
left many of us uneasy.

At the root of many of our 
concerns is the fact that UMD 
does not receive the same level 
of support from the Univer-
sity’s state appropriation as 
does the Twin Cities campus 
(or Morris, for that matter). 
You are right, as you insisted 
in the Faculty Assembly, that 
we must not compare apples 
to oranges. But the fact that 
you followed up that state-
ment by comparing UMD to 
the College of Liberal Arts in 
the Twin Cities did not dem-
onstrate a willingness to abide 
by your own counsel. Put sim-
ply, UMD and the College 
of Liberal Arts are not both 
apples. One is a comprehen-
sive university, with the many 
functions, programs, and ser-
vices that implies; the other 
is a collegiate unit. Even if, as 
you told us, seventy-seven per-
cent of both rely on tuition to 
cover their operating expens-
es, that is not a compelling 
demonstration of geographi-
cal parity, as you seemed to 
want us to believe. Given 

the myriad things funded by 
the UMD budget, many of 
which are funded centrally for 
the College of Liberal Arts, 
our students in Duluth are – 
whatever the actual numbers 
– receiving less state support 
than are students elsewhere. 
This must change.

And please provide us with 
accurate numbers. You men-
tioned several times – as has 
Mr. Pfutzenreuter in vari-
ous venues – that some of the 
figures being disseminated 
about UMD are wrong, even 
“inflammatory.” I am thus 
requesting the correct num-
bers. We all recognize that 
there are differences between 
the campuses, but there must 
nevertheless be some common 
units of analysis. It is frustrat-
ing to hear “your figures are 
wrong” while being denied 
the provision of allegedly 
more accurate figures.

Some of us were also 
unsettled on Monday by your 
administration’s response (or 
nonresponse) to a comment by 
one of our colleagues. When 
that colleague suggested that 
UMD was not being reim-
bursed by the system for cer-
tain expenses it covers that 
benefit the Duluth branches 
of the Medical School and 
College of Pharmacy, both 
of which are, administra-
tively speaking, Twin Cities 
programs, you agreed that 
this sounded like a problem 
that should be examined 
and addressed. I appreciate 
your encouraging response. 
However, after the Faculty 
Assembly ended, it came to 
my attention that the Medical 
School and College of Phar-
macy have in fact been trying 
to accomplish for some years 
this payment to UMD for ser-
vices rendered by UMD (SPA, 
ITSS, et cetera), and some of 
those on the stage with you 
knew this. What is unsettling 
to me is that they did not 
respond to this direct ques-
tion, leaving most of us in the 
room with the impression that 

the administration was learn-
ing of this situation for the first 
time. I worry that this nega-
tively affected my colleagues 
in the Medical School and 
College of Pharmacy, as some 
of us may have concluded that 
our colleagues with Twin Cit-
ies appointments were not 
willing to contribute their fair 
share to the costs incurred by 
UMD. This is not true. If the 
purpose of your visit was to 
field our questions and pro-
vide us with candid responses, 
there was an obvious failure in 
this instance. Why?

I read in this morning’s U 
of M Brief that the Regents 

just supported a $4.1 million 
investment in safety enhance-
ments on the Twin Cities 
campus. Whatever the source 
of those funds, this is wonder-
ful. Students, faculty, and staff 
throughout the University of 
Minnesota system must be 
made to feel safe, and as some-
one with many friends and 
a spouse at the Twin Cities 
campus, I am heartened to see 
the administration taking seri-
ously the safety concerns that 
have been expressed by many 
people there. Yet, I cannot 
help but notice that we have 
not enjoyed a similar respon-
siveness in finding funds to 
address the crisis at UMD. 
We have safety concerns as 
well – if you have not already 
done so, I urge you to consult 
our local administrators about 
these – but more broadly we 
face the possible elimination 
of academic programs and 

services and the termination 
or nonrenewal of faculty and 
staff. Our students will suffer. 
Where is the urgency in find-
ing several million dollars to 
address our crisis?

The faculty at UMD would 
like an explicit assurance from 
you that the system will treat 
the budget situation at UMD 
like the crisis it is and do more 
than the bare minimum in 
helping us to resolve it. If the 
system provided UMD with 
less money in recent years 
because our admissions and 
tuition revenue were increas-
ing, fairness dictates that the 
system now come to UMD’s 
aid as our admissions and 
tuition revenue have dropped. 
After all, our earlier success 
benefited the system’s coffers. 
Now it is time for the system’s 
coffers to benefit us.

In sum, I am asking that you 
please do more to fully repre-
sent us as our system leader. 
When you told us on Monday 
that “you stubbed your toe on 
undergraduate enrollment a 
couple of years ago and that 
has cost you continuing ongo-
ing tuition revenue,” one of 
our colleagues could not have 
been more appropriate in his 
response. If you were truly 
our system leader, he replied, 
you would have said that “we 
stubbed our toe” and that it 
has cost “us” tuition revenue. 
UMD is the second largest 
research university in the state 
of Minnesota, and our faculty 
are working tirelessly to edu-
cate our students while mak-
ing significant contributions 
to the arts, humanities, and 
natural and social sciences. 
We at UMD are also the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, and our 
ability to continue with this 
success should not be in jeop-
ardy.

Sincerely,   
Scott Laderman   
Associate Professor of History

UMD PROFESSOR AIRS GRIEVANCES TO PRESIDENT KALER 

OPEN LETTER

“

“

... I AM ASKING THAT 
YOU PLEASE DO MORE 
TO FULLY REPRESENT 
US AS OUR SYSTEM 

LEADER. 

BY ZACK WEBSTER
Columnist

Despite the title of this column, I do not real-
ly have a definition of what I would consider 
“nerdy” or not. I bring this up because when I 
try to think of the earliest nerdy thing I remem-
ber doing in my life, I keep having to second-
guess myself. So I had to think of the one thing 
that I seemed to obsess over more than any other 
kid. Fortunately, a recently-released film remind-
ed me of what that was.

By the time you read this, “The Lego Mov-
ie” will not really be all that current anymore, 
and we will have all moved on to the next big 
thing. But for the time being, it remains fresh in 
my mind. Not only because it is one of the best 
family-friendly films in years, but also because it 
definitely reminded me of why I loved Legos the 
way I did in the first place.

First off, “The Lego Movie” is great for what it 
is not: lazy. The potential for this movie to be ter-
rible and half-assed, given its release in the wake 
of other toys-turned-film properties like “Battle-
ship” and the awful “Transformers,” was so 
great I was almost ready to throw it away. (I fear 
for the fate of the recently announced “Magic: 
The Gathering” movie.) 

But directors Phil Lord and Christopher Mill-
er inject “The Lego Movie” with energy and 
enthusiasm missing from the aforementioned 
titles, and also manage to fill it with a level of 

care and detail that most movies – especially what 
kids are usually stuck with watching – miss. Lesser 
directors would have simply made a generic movie 
where everyone happened to be Legos instead of 
people, or whatever animated monstrosity studios 
crank out for easy money. 

Instead, the entire premise of the movie is built 
around the very creative spirit that Legos are meant 
to engender. It takes the creative license granted to 
them by the very purpose of Legos and builds the 

film around that, rather than the Legos being a 
side attraction to a by-the-numbers kid’s film. But 
the film is so good in just the execution that I can 
easily recommend it to anyone, not just people like 
me whose childhood was filled with Legos.

I mean that sincerely. Call it the first good movie 
of 2014 if you have to: It’s mine as far as I’m con-
cerned. If you get the chance, go see it. It will likely 
end up being better than that “Robocop” remake, 
anyways.

TALKING NERDY

with joe haeg

Talking Nerdy

‘THE LEGO MOVIE’ 

COLUMN

Scott Laderman
SUBMITTED/UMD DIRECTORY
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Summer Session Expo 
Wednesday, February 19: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.                
Kirby Commons (across from Bookstore)

Collegiate advisors, Career & Internship Services, 
Financial Aid, Housing & Residence Life, Student 
Employment, Civic Engagement, and International 
Education will be on site to answer your questions 
about summer sessions.

Find summer session course 
information and links to 
additional resources at 
d.umn.edu/summer.

What are you doing this summer? 
UMD summer sessions are a great way to catch 
up on credits, get ahead and balance your college 
experience. Come to the Summer Session Expo to 
learn if summer enrollment is right for you. 

UMD Summer Sessions 2014

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

ATTEND
the Summer              
Session Expo 

Feb. 19
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Bulldogs buried by 
No. 10 North Dakota

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

After a letdown in St. Cloud last 
weekend, the UMD men’s hockey 
team was hoping for a bounce 
back. However, the Bulldogs 
would be swept for the second 
straight weekend, this time by 
#10 University of North Dakota.

UMD (13-13-4, 8-10-2 NCHC) 
spent less on time on the penalty 
kill than they would have liked, 
meaning too many power-play 
goals and not enough full two-
minute kills. North Dakota 
capitalized four times on power-
play chances, three of which came 
in Saturday’s matchup.

The pair of losses dropped 
UMD yet another spot in the 
NCHC standings – from fifth 
to sixth. The Bulldogs are 
also currently sitting No. 20 

nationwide, dropping four spots 
from their No. 16 ranking last 
week.

North Dakota started out their 
dominating weekend with a 3-0 
routing of UMD on Friday night.

UND’s Luke Johnson opened 
the scoring at 7:49 in the first 
period, his first of two goals on 
the night. Rocco Grimaldi scored 
early in the second, and Johnson 
added his second goal in the third 
period.

UMD fought back with physical 
play, something that always seems 
to come up against North Dakota.

“It’s always been a big rivalry, 
it’s going to be a physical game,” 
senior captain Joe Basaraba said. 
“It’s always been that way with 
UND. We both play that style, I 
think it’s a lot of fun. Tonight the 
crowd was getting into it, it’s just 
too bad we couldn’t get the win at 

home.”
The Bulldogs hit a couple of 

posts, including a short-handed 
attempt by forward Justin 
Crandall during the second 
period. However, the total 33 
shots the Bulldogs put on net were 
not enough, as UND’s defense and 
goaltender Zane Gothberg shut 
down any chance at a Bulldog 
goal.

“You’ve got to give their goalie 
a lot of credit,” Basaraba said. 
“It’s tough when you run into a 
goalie like that. We’ve got to look 
in the mirror and come back out 
tomorrow stronger.”

Saturday, a record crowd of 
7,009 hoped to see the Bulldogs 
claim a comeback win as they had 
in Grand Forks earlier this sea-
son. However, the Bulldogs would 
repeat Friday’s outcome.

Aaron Crandall split time in net with sophomore Matt McNeely as the Bulldogs suffered a sweep 
against North Dakota. MADISON ROLES/SUBMITTED.

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Statesman Correspondent

The city of Duluth might want to consider building 
a domed field on campus in the near future.

UMD hasn’t played at Junction Avenue Field since 
2011. However, they might consider not playing there 
at all after closing out their neutral site tournament 
in West St. Paul with a 4-1 record. The Bulldogs 
hosted the Minnesota Duluth Invitational on Sunday 
and Monday in a place where they have had plenty 
of success.

Since the beginning of last year, UMD has now 
gone 19-1 inside the West St. Paul Regional Athletic 
Center, and 30-4 when playing inside a dome. 

“Home sweet dome,” junior Jordan Rice said. “We 
love the dome. It’s a nice place to be.”

UMD started the invite with an offensive eruption, 
putting 12 runs on the board in the first inning against 
Lincoln University. The Blue Tigers responded in the 
third inning with five runs, but the Bulldogs held on 
for a comfortable 13-5 win. The Bulldogs also ended 
the invite against Lincoln University, winning 9-0 in 
five innings.

Day one action concluded abruptly when UMD 
and No. 14-ranked Fort Hays State University had 
their game suspended in the fifth inning due to time 
restrictions with the facility. The Bulldogs returned 
the following day to put away FHSU 4-2. 

Bulldogs fall to 
Gophers, look to 
WCHA playoffs

Bulldogs dominate at the 
Minnesota Duluth Invitational

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

This weekend was one the 
Bulldogs hope to put behind 
them. Because when you go 
a whole weekend without 
scoring a goal, there’s not a 
lot else you can do.

After a week off, the Bull-
dogs suffered one of their 
toughest series of the year 
this weekend in Minneapo-
lis. Despite the team feeling 
like they were competitive 
throughout the weekend, 
No. 1 Minnesota dominated 
the scoreboard, sweeping 
UMD with a pair of 6-0 
losses. This means that the 
Gophers swept the season 
series between the two teams 
for the second year in a row. 

Luckily for UMD, they’d 
already secured fourth place 
in the WCHA. They’ll go 

into next weekend’s playoff 
quarterfinal against Ohio 
State with just a little more 
fire.

“We had to leave what 
happened this weekend 
down in the cities,” defen-
seman Emma Stauber said. 
“We have to let it go and 
move on. We have to look 
more positively coming into 
this weekend.”

This will be the third year 
in a row that the Buckeyes 
and Bulldogs face off in the 
first round of the WCHA 
playoffs. The Buckeyes come 
off a pair of wins against 
North Dakota, but are 0-3-1 
against UMD this season.

“Ohio State is a respect-
able team, and their second 
half has been extremely 
strong,” junior forward Zoe 
Hickel said. “We know what 
we need to do. We know 
they’re gonna come in and 
battle and give it their all. 
We don’t want a repeat of 
last year.”

While the Bulldogs hold 
the better record between 
the two teams, UMD will 
have to make some major 
improvements to stop their 
current four-game winless 
streak in hopes of moving 
forward to the WCHA Final 
Four.

A major area of concern 
coming off this weekend is 
the penalty kill. The Bull-
dogs allowed Minnesota 
six power-play goals on 14 
attempts, nine of which came 
during Saturday’s match-up.

On Friday, the Bulldogs 
came out sluggish. The 

Demi Crossman attempts 
to start the offense for the 
Bulldogs on a weekend 
where goals were hard to 
come by. MADISON ROLES/ 
SUBMITTED.

Women, men prepare for 
postseason after home finale 
BY EVAN SMEGAL
Statesman Correspondent

Four games to end the regu-
lar season translated to four 
lopsided victories for UMD 
this weekend as both the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
team prepared for the North-
ern Sun Intercollegiate Con-
ference playoffs.

A week after having only 
nine healthy bodies, men’s 
head coach Matt Bowen had a 
turn of events when the major-
ity of his lineup came back for 
the team’s final weekend.

Peter Crawford, who 
injured his ankle against 
Upper Iowa, made his return 
to play in his final two home 
games at Romano. Crawford 
had 13 points, four boards and 
three assists in the 81-65 vic-
tory over Bemidji State. It was 
the first win over the Beavers 
at home since 2009.

Senior Jordan Reetz went 
14-for-21 from the floor to 
lead all scorers with 35 points. 
Reece Zoelle also added 20 
points and nine rebounds 
against the Beavers.

“We prepared really well 
this weekend and executed 
the game plan effectively,” 

Crawford said. “We needed 
to regain some momentum. 
Bowen was familiar with the 
Beaver squad, and we stopped 
a really good team.”

UMD trailed 30-29 at the 
break before scoring 52 sec-
ond-half points to outpace the 
Beavers. The Bulldogs shot 55 
percent in the game and an 
outstanding 76 percent in the 
second half.

The Bulldogs kept shoot-
ing well the following night 
against Minnesota Crookston 
in a 84-54 blowout victory. 

Zoelle and Reetz each scored 
in double-figures, and the 
bench contributed 33 points 
to beat the Golden Eagles.

“If we learned anything 
from this season and the last 
few weeks, it’s that we have to 
go out there and dictate our 
game and be the aggressive 
team,” junior Kristofer Jack-
son said. “We controlled the 
game that way, and need to 
continue that Wednesday.”

The men (12-14, 10-12 

see MEN’S HOCKEY, B2

Bulldog Taylor Dillinger moves the ball forward against 
Bemidji State in UMD’s decisive 22-point win Friday. ALEX 
GANEEV/ STATESMAN.

Bark of the Bulldog
“It’s amazing to be able to play with teammates who are at 

that level and it gives us a lot of confidence as a team. And 
when they go away like that they get better with their teams 
and we get stronger here because everyone has to play, 
everyone has to be focused. Now that they’re back we’re 
even deeper than we were before so it helps us both ways. 
We’ve obviously glad to have them back.”

Dome-ination

-Women’s hockey defenseman Emma Stauber on plaing 
with Olympian teammates Tea Villila and Lara Stalder

Cayli Sadler had a solid effort in West St. Paul 
this weekend, helping her team go 4-for-5 in this 
weekend’s invitiaitonal. EVAN SMEGAL/ STATESMAN.

see SOFTBALL, B2

see WOMEN’S HOCKEY, B2see BASKETBALL, B2
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UMD STORES : February 26 - March 4

umdstores.com : Visit us on Facebook umdstores.com

EXPRESS

Store Hours:

Mon-Fri:
8am-4pm

UMD WEAR : STREET LEVEL

25%off
NCHC Hockey
Jerseys

ART DEPT : STREET LEVEL GIFT DEPT : STREET LEVEL

25%off
Fabriano Pads &
Sketchbooks and 
Winsor Newton 
Paintbrushes

Clearance
Sale!

UMD Wear and Gifts,

Spring25%off
“Duluth Minnesota”
 Gift Items

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust

The Bulldogs switched up goalten-
ders for Saturday’s contest, giving 
Matt McNeely his first start since Dec. 
13 against Western Michigan. North 
Dakota scored quickly on McNeely – 
only three and a half minutes into the 
opening frame – but UMD wouldn’t 
go down so easily the second time 
around.

Osterberg scored the equalizer less 
than two minutes later with a blast 
from the left circle, his 12th goal of the 
season. Junior center Caleb Herbert 

took advantage of a breakaway pass 
from line mate Justin Crandall for a 
2-1 lead, the only lead the Bulldogs 
had all weekend.

North Dakota went for a four-goal 
second period – three of which came 
on a man advantage – before adding 
a sixth and final goal minutes into the 
third.

The Bulldogs will travel to Oxford, 
Ohio, to take on their new NCHC 
rivals – the Miami RedHawks – next 
weekend.

Continued from B1

Kelsey Cunningham has been a bright spot on the young Bulldog 
tennis team. Lately, the Bulldogs have been struggling. UMD ATH-
LETICS/ SUBMITTED.

BY JOELLE JOHNSRUD
Statesman Correspondent

Since the Bulldog tennis team 
started their season Jan. 31, it has 
been tough match after tough 
match for UMD. However, the 
team is dedicated to getting back 
into the winning column.

The team has had a slow start, 
ending their first match without a 
point in a hard 0-9 defeat to St. 
Scholastica. However, the Bull-
dogs continue to improve their 
play, almost defeating Bemidji 
State in a 4-5 loss.

“As a team we seemed to have 
had a slow start, but are defi-
nitely improving as each match 
goes on,” said freshman Briana 
Rademacher.

As the season carries on, the 
team is getting closer to their 
breakthrough win. Senior cap-
tain Kelsey Cunningham and 

Rademacher have racked up 
points as partners in the teams 
doubles, grabbing wins in their 
last four consecutive matches.

“Everyone is pushing each 
other and learning from every 
match,” Rademacher said. “We 
all have things to improve on and 
great assets to contribute. (In) 
every match, whether lose or win, 
there is always something to take 
away to build from.” 

Junior Alyssa Brunelli was the 
No. 1 singles player during the 
2013 season, but after recently 
injuring her knee her season has 
come to an end. With the loss of a 
strong player, the team has had to 
fight harder and step up in their 
own matches.

However, Rademacher still 
holds a positive outlook on the 
season, having high hopes for 
both herself and her team.

“My first experience on the 
team is flying by,” said Radem-
acher. “I’ve learned so much in 
the time we’ve had, and really 
taken to heart coach’s advice. 
Tennis has always been a big part 
of my life, and something I have 
a strong passion for and always 
will.”

The team’s coach, Bob Sken-
zich, has been a big motivation-
al factor for the team as well, 
according to Rademacher.

“Coach really has a knack for 
finding and making those small 
yet highly effective adjustments 
for everyone, and shares the 
passion for the game,” Radem-
acher said. “I’m excited with the 
improvements we all are making, 
and to see what the rest of the sea-
son holds.”

This upcoming weekend, the 
team will go to Winona, Minn., 
to take on both Winona State and 
Sioux Falls.

Bulldog tennis still 
fighting for victory

Men’s hockey

Women’s hockey
Continued from B1

Gophers skated their way to a quick 5-0 
lead before the halfway mark of the game, 
getting two goals each from Maryanne 
Menefee and Sarah Davis. 

The Gopher breakout forced UMD to 
replace Kayla Black with backup goalten-
der Karissa Grapp after Meghan Lorence 
added her lone goal of the game. Grapp 
would allow just one goal in relief as the 
Bulldogs picked up the pace through the 
third period, allowing fewer offensive 
opportunities for Minnesota.

Saturday, the Bulldogs continued their 

effort but still couldn’t score a goal. Taking 
too many penalties – nine in total, includ-
ing a five-minute major to junior Meghan 
Huertas – was an issue Saturday, leading 
to four power-play goals by the Gophers. 
Grapp would again take over for Black after 
five goals, and again Grapp would let in a 
final goal before the game was over. 

The Bulldogs hope to shake the deja vu of 
Saturday’s game this weekend in their best-
of-three series with the Buckeyes on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday (if necessary).

Basketball recap
NSIC) finished fifth in the NSIC North 

Division, and will begin their playoff run 
against Upper Iowa University Wednesday. 
The Peacocks beat the Bulldogs by two in 
their last meeting two weeks ago.

The women fell into a rough stretch of 
conference games recently – losing seven 
of eight – but rebounded to win their final 
two home games, beating BSU 72-50 and 
UMC 87-64. 

“We have really found our stride,” head 
coach Annette Wiles said. “We have had 
key significant injuries throughout the sea-
son, but we are getting fully healthy and 
things are starting to click. They finally 
found their rhythm.”

The Bulldogs continued their stifling 
defense Friday night, holding the Beavers 
to 36 percent shooting and causing over 
20 turnovers. Four Bulldogs accounted for 
double-figures, and UMD led by as many 
as 30 points in the second half as they coast-
ed to their third straight win.

Saturday, Katrina Newman shined in 
her final game at Romano. Newman tossed 

in 25 points and grabbed a career-high 17 
boards in the win. Hannah Rutten came off 
the bench effectively, grabbing eight points 
and eight rebounds.

UMD struggled to gain momentum early 
as the Bulldogs and Golden Eagles traded 
buckets throughout the first half. The tide 
turned in the second half as UMD nearly 
doubled UMC’s second-half point total, 
outscoring them 53-26. 

Crookston started to turn the ball over 
and UMD capitalized, winning the race in 
points off turnovers, fast break points, and 
points in the paint. 

“We found our groove, and we have been 
clicking well at practice,” Rutten said. “It 
has carried over into games. We are win-
ning the battles of runs, and our defense has 
done a better job at stopping those runs.”

The Bulldogs (14-12 overall, 11-11 NSIC) 
start the playoffs against Concordia-St. 
Paul in a rematch from earlier this season, 
where the Golden Bears won by 32. The 
opening tip of the women’s game is at 7 
p.m. Wednesday.

Continued from B1

The Bulldog bats came alive again in the 
second showdown versus FHSU. Leading 
5-1 in the bottom of the fifth, UMD buried 
any chance of a comeback by scoring six 
runs, three of which came from a home run 
by Rice sent clear over the left center fence 
and into the other field.

 Sophomore Cayli Sadler helped shut 
down the Tigers in two complete games, 
holding FHSU to three runs in 12 innings 
pitched. The Brooklyn Park native tossed 
15 strikeouts, including 11 in the 4-2 win.

“(She) dominated the 14th-ranked team 
in the nation,” said Head Coach Jen Ban-
ford. “She did a great job of mixing pitches 
and keeping a very good team to only three 
runs. She stepped up to the challenge and 
delivered in a big way.”

The University of Mary got the best of 

UMD however, handing them their only 
loss of the tournament. Rookie Sam Hart-
mann had a rough outing, giving up four of 
her six walks in a seven-run seventh inning 
for the Marauders. Her counterpart, Cher-
lyn Trujillo, limited the Bulldogs to four 
hits in a 10-3 defeat.

 “We had a drastic improvement in all 
phases – hitting, pitching, defense,” said 
Rice. “It was all-around a better perfor-
mance compared to Arkansas. We pulled 
out two huge victories over a top 25-ranked 
team.” 

UMD finished tied with the University of 
Mary for first in the tournament with a 4-1 
record. Minot State University placed third 
(2-2), Fort Hays State University placed 
fourth (2-3), and Lincoln University placed 
fifth (0-5).

Softball recap
Continued from B1

Briana Rademacher hopes to 
bring youthful energy to the  
team. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED.
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“Now is certainly the time to imagine and struggle for a better world for us 
all,” Dr. Angela Davis said. Davis was the keynote speaker for The Summit on 
Equity, Diversity, and Multiculturalism. SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

A day of diversity came to UMD on 
Tuesday. Two separate events joined 
together to promote inclusiveness on 
campus and in the community.

The Multicultural Center hosted the 
Diversity Fair, while the UMD Diver-
sity Commission held The Summit on 
Equity, Diversity and Multicultural-
ism. Chris Davila, UMD’s Student 
Life program coordinator, was chair 
of The Summit.

“We were both planning events, and 
we decided it would be a great col-
laboration,” Davila said. “We’re both 
working toward the same things: inclu-
siveness and diversity.”

Junior Jacob Froelich was the co-
coordinator of the Fair. 

“It is the first annual Diversity Fair,” 
Froelich said. “It may have happened 
in previous years, but this is the first 
time like this.”

Froelich and Davila said the events 
are meant to promote diversity in all 
forms. Both the Fair and The Sum-
mit are intended for students, but The 
Summit had a particular focus on pro-
fessional development.

“There are a wide array of top-

ics presented,” Davila said. “It’s free, 
and each workshop is first-come, first-
serve.”

Workshops are held throughout the 
Kirby Student Center, and include 
topics like “Oppression/Privilege: 
Examining the ‘P’ Side of the Conver-
sation” and “Pride Health.” The latter 
was presented by physician assistant 
Caroline Woods.

“I want to advance the lives of non-
heterosexual people with community 
education to reduce health dispari-
ties,” Woods said. “It’s among us, but 
we rarely talk about it.”

Woods believes in educating the 
medical community about health 
issues that are specific to non-hetero-
sexual and transgender communities. 
She says the best way to do that is meet 
people where they are, and hopes that 
her presentation is only the start of the 
discussion.

“I’m very big on letting individuals 
let others know where they’re coming 
from,” she said. “ We’re all human 
beings, and everyone deserves quality 
health treatment.”

Keynote speaker Angela Davis gave 
her speech following a day of work-
shops. Davis is an educator, activist 
and author.

“We’re very excited to have her 
here,” Davila said. “Tickets sold out a 
few days before the event.”

“Our higher education system is in 
crisis, while at the same time our pris-
on system is thriving,” Davis said. Her 
speech outlined the problems of the 
prison industrial complex and how it 
is fostered in our educational institu-
tions. 

“We need more activism today,” 
Davis said, followed by applause from 
the audience. Her speech highlighted 
many of the topics presented in the 
workshops at The Summit.

Like The Summit, the Diversity Fair 
was held around the Kirby Student 
Center and in the Multicultural Cen-
ter. Rather than workshops, the Fair 
featured tabling from various campus 
organizations.

“It was set up in a format like the 
Student Activities Fair,” said Froe-
lich. “They all had a table, but other 
than that they could do whatever they 
want.”

Students picked up passports that 
they carried from table to table. Each 
table they stopped at gave them a 
stamp, and a full passport meant a 
chance to win a giftcard to the school 
store. 

Froelich said the passports helped 
to promote all the diversity of UMD’s 
organizations.

“I think it’s a great day for groups 
who don’t have a lot of visibility on 
campus,” Froelich said.

The organizations that participated 
all promoted cultural programming as 
their mission or take initiative to do so.

“Cultural programming means that 
you put on events that are open to 
everyone, and either educate or facili-
tate discussion on anything about a 
different culture,” Froelich said. 

Froelich said he could not have done 
the event without the help of many 
people. Thelmy Maldonano, Eva Gal-
legos, DivineMercy Bakare, Alberta 
Nkrumah, Emily Jensen, Joie Acheson 
Lee and Nate Twedt all helped make 
the event a success. 

It was this collaboration between all 
the students and members of faculty 
that made this Diversity Fair unique. 
Both the Fair and The Summit are 
intended to be annual events, but it is 
uncertain whether or not they will con-
tinue to be held on the same day. 

“I think it’d be an awesome thing to 
have in the future,” Froelich said. “It’s 
something I’d love to see go on every 
year and make it grow.”

A day of diversity at UMD

What’s up, 
Duluth?

Innovation within tradition

The Diversity Fair allowed organizations to table in the Kirby Student Center 
and Multicultural Center. Though Amnesty International is not part of the 
Multicultural Center, they were able to participate in the Fair due to their 
committment to social justice. SARAH STAUNDER/STATESMAN

BY SAM STROM
International Reporter

The UMD International 
Club, with the help of the 
UMD Theatre Deptart-
ment, the APAA, and the 
Office of Cultural Diver-
sity, put on a performance 
of Ragamala Dance on 
Tuesday in the Marshall 
Performing Arts Center 
(MPAC) as part of the Diver-
sity Summit.

According to the event list-
ing on the UMD Calendar, 
Ragamala Dance views the 
classical South Indian dance 
form of Bharatanatyam as 
a dynamic, living tradition. 
Bharatanatyam is deeply 
rooted in South Indian phi-
losophy, spirituality and 
myth, and is used as a way to 
tell stories of all kinds.

“The most important 
thing that I want you guys 
to take away from this ses-
sion today is to know that 
Bharatanatyam is a living 
tradition,” Tamara Nadel, 
a dancer from the Raga-
mala Dance Company, said. 
“It’s not a museum piece. 
It’s something that has been 
passed on for thousands of 
years.”

Nadel not only danced 
at the event, but also spoke 
about Bharatanatyam’s rich, 
long history, especially the 

importance of the dance 
within their culture.

“Bharatanatyam is not 
a traditional dance form: 
We don’t have dance pieces 
that are passed down,” Natel 
said. “We have a vocabulary, 
like classical ballet,” she add-
ed, citing certain postures, 
movements, rules, themes, 
ideas and philosophies.

“But it’s a language,” 
Nadel said. “So just the way 
a poet would use the English 
language to create a poem, 
a Bharatanatyam choreog-
rapher uses our dance lan-
guage to create dance poet-
ry.”

Another dancer from the 
Ragamala Dance Company, 
Ashwini Ramaswamy, said 
that their group has a con-
temporary vision rooted in 
the aesthetic philosophies of 
India, as well as their ancient 
and cultural traditions. She 
sees these as universal and 
relevant to today’s world.

“They like to take those 
ideas and transform them 
for the contemporary audi-
ence,” Ramaswamy said.

Both Nadel and Ramas-
wamy will perform on 
Wednesday night in the 
Sacred Earth Program in 
MPAC. According to the 
description of the program 
on their website, Sacred 
Earth explores the intercon-

nectedness between human 
emotions and the environ-
ments that shape them.

“We have a language of 
gesture,” Nadel said, “which, 
when combined with pos-
ture, mood, expression, sto-
ry, situation (and) character, 
... come together to express 
emotion.

“It’s the artist internal-
izing the emotion and then 
expressing it in a way that 
brings out the emotion in all 
of you.”

Ramaswamy said the 
innovation within the tradi-
tion aspect of the program 
takes shape when the danc-
ers put their own emotions 
into their dance.

“We aren’t trying to look 
like each other or like other 
people in the company,” 
Ramaswamy said. “We are 
taught to emote and be our 
own dancers within this cho-
reography.”

And while the company 
has performed Sacred Earth 
since 2011, Nadel says that 
no two performances are the 
same.

“Every time we come back 
to Sacred Earth,” Nadel 
said, “we find something 
new in these poems. Some-
thing new to think about, 
something new to feel, some-
thing you’ve never noticed 
before.”

Wednesday, Feb. 26
Ragamala Dance performing “Sacred Earth”
The dance is deeply rooted in South Indian philosophy.
7:30p.m. in MPAC, free and open to the public.

Thursday, Feb. 27
The Neuroscience of Happiness
Learn how the brain is hardwired for happiness! This is part of     
the Happines 101 workshop hosted by Health Services.
5:00 p.m. in 21 Solon. Free.

Friday, Feb. 28
Super Gay Cabaret
Sit back and enjoy the comical performances hosted by the
GLBTQA Committee! 
7:30-9:30 p.m., MPAC. $7 for students.

Saturday, March 1
46th Annual Feast of Nations
A night of worldly cuisine and live performances.
5:00 p.m. in Kirby Ballroom and MPAC. $10 for students
 show and dinner.

Sunday, March 2
Choir Concert
Featuring University Singers and Concert Chorale.
3:00 p.m. Weber Music Hall. $3 for students.
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The UMD Ducks Unlimited club promotes their banquet SUBMITTED

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

It is not everyday that a profes-
sor has an Olympic athlete join their 
course. But Melanie Goldish, a faculty 
member in the department of commu-
nications, faced this unique situation 
at the start of spring semester. Fresh-
man Lara Stalder, a student enrolled 
in Goldish’s class, would be competing 
with the Switzerland women’s hockey 
team.

“Here was a student who knew the 
policy was to not allow more than one 
absence but also knew that she’d be 
gone for a couple of weeks,” said Gold-
ish. “I knew I had to do something 
creative to allow her to participate.”

Goldish struggled to come up with a 
plan that would be fair to all students.

“As a faculty member I had to say, 
how much accommodation is right to 
make for one student?”

Goldish had originally planned on 
telling Lara she would not be allowed 
to take the class because much of the 

material is meant for in-person inter-
action.

“I even wrote an email to her saying 
she couldn’t be in class. I probably still 
have it in my drafts somewhere,” said 
Goldish. “But something in my gut 
said this is really different.”

Goldish came up with the idea of 
Skyping Lara while she was in Sochi 
to draw on her unique experience.

“We wanted to hear her perspective 
on the Olympics as it relates to con-
cepts we are studying in class,” said 
Goldish. Such concepts included self 
awareness, self esteem, stereotypes, 
and intercultural communication. 
The latter was a primary focus.

“The biggest benefit so far was the 
connections with someone overseas. 
We talked about how certain behav-
iors seem to be different across cul-
tures,” Goldish says. 

However, these benefits did not 
come easily. In addition to Skyping 
with the class, Stalder had to complete 
weekly journals while keeping up with 
her other classes.

“It was really hard to keep up with 
homework,” Stalder said. “We had a 
huge program with the team every 
day and some days I was so exhausted 
during the small breaks that I took a 
nap.”

But Stalder appreciated the accom-
modations Goldish made for her.

“It helped me a lot that Melanie 
was really nice to me and helped me. I 
tried my best!” Stalder said.

Goldish agrees that Stalder put in 
a lot of effort to keep up but remains 
uncertain of how successful the 
accommodation was.

“I need to evaluate it when she 
comes back and see if it was the best 
option for her, me, and the other stu-
dents,” Goldish said. 

“I’ll ask her, what can you teach us? 
I think she, and the rest of the class, 
can develop the most meaning this 
way.”

According to Goldish, the other stu-
dents in the class responded well to 
Stalder’s Skype presence. A few even 

volunteered to Skype with her between 
classes to make sure she understood 
the material.

“The class is thrilled. Who doesn’t 
want to personally know someone at 
the Olympics?” Goldish said. When 
Stalder won bronze, Goldish sent out 
a mass email to the students so they 
could all congratulate her.

Goldish is happy she trusted her gut 
and chose to take on the challenge of 
teaching a student in such an extraor-
dinary circumstance.

“There’s so much change in the 
world. If we can be flexible and cap-
ture that, I think we can really achieve 
excellence in higher education,” Gold-
ish said. She hopes other professors 
will continue to find ways to make 
education more accessible for students.

“Sometimes students face unique 
situations that not only require flex-
ibility and creativity on our parts but 
also open a window to a memorable 
learning experience for their peers as 
well. This was one of those delightful 
times,” Goldish said.

UMD grads launch ice fishing website
BY KELLEN ALBRECHT
Health and Outdoors 
Reporter

With over 1.1 mil-
lion fishing licenses sold 
in Minnesota in 2012 
according to the DNR, 
along with the explosion 
of new technology mak-
ing ice fishing easier and 
more comfortable than 
ever, three former UMD 
grads have capitalized 
on the major ice fishing 
market in the area.

Ryan Olson, a 2009 
graduate from the Labo-
vitz School of Business in 
Economics, teamed up 
with friends Chris Hoss, 
an electrical and com-
puter engineering grad-
uate, and Dan O’Keefe, 
an organizational man-
agement graduate, to 
launch an online retail 
website (takemeicefish-
ing.com) earlier this year. 
Their goal is to help sup-
port and encourage the 
growth of ice fishing in 
Minnesota by providing 
advice and state-of-the-
art products to the com-
mon fisherman.

“Over the last few 
years there has been 
tremendous growth in 
the number of anglers, 
as well as the amount 
spent on ice fishing mer-
chandise,” Olson said. 
“I think the way we fish 
now is different from the 
way our fathers fished. 
Ice fishing now attracts 
the interest of many 
people who previously 
weren’t anglers.”

The unique back-
ground and education 
the trio received was 
instrumental in making 

the business an early suc-
cess.

“The unique combi-
nation of all our majors 
helped us prepare for 
starting our own busi-
ness,” Olson said. “We 
had background in many 
aspects that were helpful 
in starting our own busi-
ness, including creation 
of the website, develop-
ing relationships with 
vendors and prospects, 
and a general under-
standing of business.”

But the group’s first 
venture into the business 
realm was not without 
challenges.

“During the process, 
I realized that there is 
more to it than I had 
originally thought,” 
Olson said. “I realized 
that there are many 
more details that you 
have to pay attention to. 
However, it was exciting, 
and it is a great learn-
ing experience taking an 
idea to fruition.”

The group said that 
strong self-reliance and 
passion have truly helped 
them build their business 
into what it is today.

“There have been 
people that we looked up 
to, which helped to give 
us the drive and desire 
to start our own busi-
ness ourselves,” Olson 
said. “It truly is amazing 
to see what a few UMD 
graduates can do when 
they put their heads 
together.”

However, Olson 
always knew he had 
made connections at 
UMD that he could 
rely on for advice and 
instruction should the 

need arise.
“The one professor I 

speak to from time to 
time is John Kratz,” 
Olson said. “I feel that 
Kratz and other faculty 
in the business school 
give students and alumni 
great confidence and 
the belief to accomplish 
their dreams. I am con-
nected with many of my 
professors on LinkedIn, 
and know they are just 
a message away for any 
help I am looking for.”

 The website offers 
power and hand augers, 
pop-up and flip style 
portables, ice chisels, 
and apparel. However, 
the future could hold 
much more for the start-
up.

“We are creating 
more partnerships to 
provide greater content 
and information to our 
community of anglers, 
as well as partnering 
with more vendors and 
suppliers to have a larg-
er selection of goods,” 
Olson said. “The nice 
shacks, custom equip-
ment and high-tech elec-
tronics make for a more 
desirable fishing experi-
ence, which is drawing 
in more anglers. If this 
year is any indication of 
the future of ice fishing, 
I think the sport is in a 
great spot.”

Ducks Unlimited hosts banquet

SKYPING WITH SOCHI

BY KELLEN ALBRECHT
Health and Outdoors 
Reporter

On Feb. 28, the UMD 
chapter of Ducks Unlim-
ited (DU) will hold its 
annual fundraiser to 
raise money for conser-
vation and restoration 
projects to protect wet-
lands across the country. 

According to DU, the 
program got its start in 
1937 during the Dust 
Bowl, when the water-
fowl population had 
dipped to new lows. As 
a response, sportsmen 
joined together to form 
DU to promote habitat 
conservation and protect 
waterfowl and wetlands 
from extinction.

Their mission has 
appealed to people on a 
national level: DU has 
grown to be the world’s 
largest and most effec-
tive private waterfowl 
and wetlands conserva-
tion organization, with 
much of their work being 
delivered by local chap-
ters that conduct fun-
draising through ban-
quets.

“A primary thing that 
our organization focuses 
on is creating fund-

raising banquets,” said 
Nate Gervenak, Direc-
tor of Public Relations 
for Ducks Unlimited 
at UMD. “The money 
from fundraising goes 
directly into conserva-
tion projects that the 
national organization 
runs.”

The banquet offers a 
wide variety of activities 
and events that appeal to 
conservation enthusiasts 
and novices alike.

“The banquet really is 
a big party,” Gervenak 
said. “Once you are in 
the door, there will be a 
silent auction, a general 
raffle and a whole lot of 
different games to play. 
You have the opportu-
nity to win a wide range 
of prizes such as a fish-
ing trip, a signed Zach 
Parise jersey, a bow, 
duck decoys, and mul-
tiple firearms.” 

Tickets cost $35 and 
provide a meal, a raffle 
ticket for a gun if you 
wear camo or blaze 
orange, and 5 raffle dol-
lars (or “duck bucks”) 
with your student ID. 
Eighty-three percent of 
every dollar raised goes 
directly to programs for 
waterfowl and wetlands 

conservation and educa-
tion.

However, raising mon-
ey through banquets 
is not all the local DU 
chapter does at UMD.

“There are also 
opportunities to help 
with volunteering proj-
ects, especially Adopt-a-
River,” Gervanek said. 
“We would love to have 
help choosing a river 
or stream and create a 
write-up on it.”

Organization of the 
project will be taking 
place this spring, and 
DU is always looking 
for extra volunteers and 
input.

“As a club, we have 
been doing small vol-
unteer projects such as 
working with the Boy 
Scouts and participat-
ing in buckthorn pulls,” 
Gervanek said. “But, 
we are growing and 
always looking to hear 
new ideas for how we 
can raise money and 
promote ethical and sus-
tainable hunting.”

Olympic athlete Lara Stalder poses with her interpersonal communication class while holding her bronze medal. Her class helped her keep up with assign-
ments while she was in Sochi. They all pose in front of the screen Stalder appeared on during their Skype sessions. SUBMITTED
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www.d.umn.edu/commencement

ARE YOU PARTICIPATING 
IN COMMENCEMENT THIS SPRING?
ATTEND THE GRAD FAIR FOR MORE INFORMATION  

Kirby Ballroom, Thurs., March 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., z.umn.edu/umdgrad
Discounts on caps and gowns, register for giveaways, visit vendors. 

NEW! ALL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES 
WILL BE HELD SAT., MAY 17, 2014, AT THE DECC 

No guest tickets required
The graduate and undergraduate ceremonies are combined.

10 AM -  Graduates and undergraduates from the 

                College of Education and Human Service Professions (CEHSP), 

                the School of Fine Arts (SFA) and the College of Liberal Arts (CLA)

3 PM  -    Graduates and undergraduates from the 

                Labovitz School of Business and Economics (LSBE) 

                and the Swenson College of Science and Engineering (SCSE)

Student 
packages 
start at 

Student 
packages 
start at 

totaltanduluth.com

DGRduluth.com
218-727-0193

CollectorsConnectionDuluth.com
218-726-1360

We have moved!We have moved!

We still offer: 

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

• Comics - new and back issues, supplies and special orders
• Sports cards - packs, boxes, single cards of your favorite players

• Magic the Gathering - packs, single cards and weekly tournaments
• Coin Supplies
• Used Compact Discs and DVDs (we buy and sell)
• We also fix scratched discs! (Including Video Games)

2220 Mountain Shadow Drive
Village Square Mall

Mon-Thurs 10am - 8pm
Fri 10am - 9pm

Saturdays 10am - 7pm
Sunday Noon - 5pm

Now open 7 days a week!

Why is it important to focus 
on diversity at UMD?

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

It’s time to slip on your party clothes and have a 
gay ol’ time: The Super Gay Cabaret is taking the 
stage for the second time with performances on 
Thursday and Friday. 

“You don’t have to be queer to come and enjoy the 
show!” said assistant professor Jake Caceres Garcia, 
who created, directed, and is performing in the caba-
ret.

A cabaret is a musical with a few speaking parts to 
drive the plot forward. Performances in the cabaret 
are over the top and comical.

“It really speaks to the queer culture; it’s very the-
atrical,” said junior Samantha Mundy, chair of the 
GLBTQA committee.

“I set out to find the funniest songs I could find that 
would allow me to talk about GLBTQ issues,\ but 
also make people laugh as hard as I could make them 
laugh,” Garcia said.

The cabaret will have songs that were in the last 
performance, such as “My Party Dress.” However, 
there will be new features as well.

“There will be a discussion beforehand,” Mundy 
said. “It should help people understand the context of 
the cabaret. We’re not doing it to be offensive.”

The discussion will be moderated by Garcia and 
assistant professor George Hoagland, the creator and 

director of the cabaret.
“I didn’t want the show to be too political or too 

serious, both of which have their place and are very 
important,” Garcia said. “But, there is enough of 
that already.” 

Garcia decided that a cabaret was the best way to 
promote a message in an entertaining way. 

Songs include “Tear Jerk” and “I’m the Queen 
and You’re Not.”

“My idea was to bring everyone together through 
humor and laughter,” Garcia said, “and it worked!”

“We can all laugh together and recognize that 
we’re a community,” Mundy added.

Despite the theatrics, Garcia hopes the audience 
will take away the message that the GLBTQA com-
munity should be treated with the same respect as 
everyone else.

“The message of the cabaret that people will take 
with them is that good people are good people, 
regardless of their gender or sexual orientation,” 
Garcia said. “We should tolerate and support each 
other.”

“Ultimately, people should expect a good time. 
We’re poking fun while expressing the humanity in 
everyone, regardless of sexuality,” Mundy said.

But Garcia warns that the material, which includes 
strong language, may not be suitable for some audi-
ences.

“I guess with looking to get students 
here, it’s important to have many kinds 
of people here and make sure that 
everyone feels welcome.” – Hannah 
Osterheim, junior marketing analyt-
ics major.

“Sometimes there are racial or cultural 
issues that come up, and people ignore (them). 
I think by taking steps of having cultural diver-
sity, it’s a way for people to learn and have new 
experiences. When (students) step out of col-
lege, they’re aware of these issues, and able 
to speak up for what’s right.” – May Yang, 
senior environmental sustainability major.

Super Gay Cabaret:

Bulldog Q&ABulldog Q&A
by Maeggie Licht

:

here to stay
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