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STATE APPROPRIATIONS 
*budget figures in millions

In Education Dept., licensure process disputed

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

In five years at UMD, 
education student Emmi 
Lohrentz has paid $685 to 
register for and take assess-
ments mandatory for students 
seeking teaching licenses in 
Minnesota. 

The cost includes the Min-
nesota Teacher Licensure 
Examinations (MTLE), a 

series of tests taken by educa-
tion students at the beginning 
and end of their programs; 
and the edTPA (Teacher 
Performance Assessment), an 
evaluation of programs that 
prepare educators. The cost 
doesn’t include an addition-
al $90 to obtain a teaching 
license. 

Students must pass the 
MTLE and edTPA to become 
licensed. Both assessments 

are administered and graded 
by Pearson Education. 

An early childhood and 
special education major, 
Lohrentz was one of three 
students who expressed frus-
tration with the licensure 
process at Gov. Mark Day-
ton’s forum at UMD Jan. 24. 
Lohrentz asked about the 
edTPA, which is in its second 
year and first semester as a 
requirement.  

Education students pay 
$275 to take the edTPA, 
usually while student teach-
ing during their senior year. 

State-mandated assesessments for 
teachers strain education students

BlueStone turns down streetlights on Woodland

Klobuchar 
to introduce 
‘kill switch’ 
legislation
The bill looks to 
protect victims 
of phone theft

After requests from neighbors, 
the compound dims its lamps

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
Staff Reporter 

UMD’s state funding has declined 
faster than any other campus in the U 
of M system since 2009. 

According to the approved Univer-
sity of Minnesota Operating Budget 

Plan, UMD’s state appropriations have 
dropped an average of 12 percent per 
year since 2009, compared to 5 percent 
per year at the Twin Cities campus. 

That translates to a 40 percent drop 
in UMD’s total state appropriations 
since 2009, compared to an 18 percent 
decline in the Twin Cities. UMD was 

the only campus in the system to aver-
age double-digit per-year declines. 

Gov. Mark Dayton was presented 
with these figures during his forum at 
UMD Jan. 24. 

“Given the numbers that were cited 
... I was surprised and shocked by that 
imbalance,” Dayton said after the forum 
regarding the difference in appropria-
tion decline between the campuses. 
“It’s obviously a serious reason for peo-
ple (at UMD) to feel like they’re being 

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

The streetlights lining Blue-
Stone Commons and the 
UMD entrance on Woodland 
Avenue have been dimmed fol-
lowing complaints about the 
lights being too bright.

BlueStone’s LED globe 
lamps, which are identical to 

the ones that light the pedes-
trian-bicycle pathway to cam-
pus, were considered by some 
a danger to drivers and pedes-
trians, and a source of light 
pollution. Both BlueStone and 
UMD agreed to turn them 
down.

Potential causes of the 

UMD’s drop in state funding
Since 2009, UMD has seen the steepest decline 
in state appropriations in the U of M system

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

The modern cellphone is 
an expensive piece of tech-
nology that can be found in 
the pockets or purses of near-
ly any person walking down 
the street. The value of these 
devices makes them a com-
mon target for thieves. 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
(DFL-Minn.) plans to intro-
duce federal legislation that 
would require all cellphones 
sold in the U.S. to come with 
kill-switch-style technology. 

The switch would allow 
victims of cellphone theft to 
wipe all personal informa-
tion from the phone remote-
ly, as well as render the phone 
inoperable. The hope is that 
this type of technology would 
deter thieves from targeting
cellphones, which would be 

see APPROPRIATIONS, A3 see KILL SWITCH BILL, A3

see BLUESTONE, A3 BlueStone Commons Feb. 4, after the lights were dimmed. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

UMD education student Emmi Lohrentz speaks at Gov. Mark 
Dayton’s forum Jan. 24. SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN
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Top 10
WAYS TO 
WISH 
FACEBOOK
A HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

10. Go back in time with the 
Timeline that no one wanted.
9. Poke all of  your friends.
8. Hashtag your next post.
7. Message a friend using only 
stickers.
6. Write a pointless status up-
date.
5. Play 10 levels of  Candy 
Crush.
4. Cringe at your past Facebook 
posts.
3. Creep hard.
2. Check out your “biggest mo-
ments” with Facebook’s look 
back videos.
1. Waste countless hours of  
time clicking through photos.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK SQUIRREL.
BY ALEX GANEEV
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook
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brightness include differences 
between LED and traditional 
halogen lamps, and snow and ice 
ref lecting the light.

BlueStone Commons declined 
to comment.

The Duluth News Tribune 
reported BlueStone’s lights vio-

lated the city’s Uniform Develop-
ment Code for zoning because they 
emitted light beyond BlueStone 
property. 

UMD isn’t subject to the Uni-
form Development Code.

Howard Mooers, director of the 
UMD planetarium, said the lights 
weren’t bright enough to affect the 
planetarium or people who look at 
the night sky.

“Those in particular wouldn’t 
have added much to the problem,” 
Mooers said. “The light in the city 
is bad enough as it is.”

shortchanged and given a second-rate 
status, which is certainly not (the case) 
in my view.”

State appropriations are monies 
given to the U of M system by the state 
of Minnesota for general operations 
and maintenance according to Terri 
Carlson, a financial analyst at the U 
of M’s Accounting Services based in 
the Twin Cities. State appropriations 
and tuition pay for instruction at all 
five of UMD’s colleges. 

Some UMD faculty seemed as sur-
prised as Dayton to learn about the 
divergence in state appropriations.

“I’m surprised because I can’t 
imagine how someone hasn’t talked to 
(Gov. Dayton) about it,” said Dr. Rob-

ert Carlson, current chemistry pro-
fessor and former Vice Chancellor of 
Academic Affairs (VCAA) at UMD. 
“I’m shocked.” 

Chancellor Lendley Black and 
Vice Chancellors Andrea Schokker, 
Mike Seymour and Lisa Erwin make 
a yearly budget request to the Twin 
Cities office according to Director of 
External Affairs Gina Katzmark. 

All decisions about UMD appro-
priations figures are made by admin-
istrators located at the Twin Cities 
campus, and final approval for appro-
priations is made by the Board of 
Regents. UMD administrators have 
no direct control over state appropria-
tions.

According to former VCAA Carl-
son, persistence is key for UMD to get 
the most money it can from the Twin 
Cities.  

“The issue is really keeping after it 
down (in the Twin Cities),” Carlson 
said, “almost to the point of being a 
pest. You can’t be obnoxious, but you 
certainly have to be constantly mak-
ing your case.

“I know that (Chancellor Black) is 
down there a lot. He’s not an aggres-
sive person. (Former UMD Chancel-
lor Lawrence) Ianni (was) the other 
way.” 

According to Carlson, it can be 
difficult to find the proper balance 
between persistence and aggression.

“It’s politics,” he said.
Although state appropriations 

have steeply declined since 2009, top 
administrators at UMD have seen 
their compensation rise during the 
period. 

The state of Minnesota gave $570 

million of state appropriations to 
the U of M in 2013. Of that, UMD 
received $30.7 million. UMD col-
lected $117 million in tuition and 
fees in 2013, so for every $1 of state 
appropriations given to UMD, stu-
dents paid about $4 of tuition and 
fees. 

After allocating monies to UMD, 
Morris, Crookston and Rochester, 
the Twin Cities campus had $504 
million left over. The Twin Cities 
campus brought in $624 million in 
tuition and fees in 2013, so for every 
$1 of state appropriations given to the 
Twin Cities campus, students paid 
about $1 of tuition and fees. UMD 
does benefit from many resources 
located at and paid for by the Twin 
Cities campus.

 Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs Schokker and Vice Chancellor 
for Finance and Operations Seymour 
declined to comment. Chancellor 
Black was unavailable for an 

difficult to use or sell once the switch 
had been activated.

Klobuchar visited the U of M Jan. 
24 to discuss the legislation with stu-
dents and law enforcement off icials. 

A news release on Klobuchar’s 
website quotes the senator as saying, 
“We need to crack down on these 
criminals who are stealing and 
reselling these devices, costing 
consumers more than $30 billion 
every year and threatening public 
safety. With nearly one-in-three 
robberies involving phone theft, this 
legislation will take important steps 
to protect the identity of victims and 
cut the incentive for criminals to 
target smart phones.”

Klobuchar cited a law enforcement 
study that estimates one-third of 
robberies are cellphone theft. She 
also said, according to the U of M 

police, there had been 25 robberies 
involving cellphones at the Twin 
Cities campus over the fall semester. 

The proposed kill switch is 
intended to render the phone 
inoperable to anyone other than 
the owner, and also prevent it from 
being reactivated on another carrier. 

Opponents to the legislation 
question whether law can keep up 
with new or advancing technology. 
Some are also concerned hackers 
might be able to break and abuse the 
kill switch function. 

Many major carriers including 
AT&T, Verizon Wireless, T-Mobile 
and Sprint have expressed opposition 
to similar legislation in the past. Tech 
industry experts have speculated 
that this type of legislation could 
reduce the prof it the companies 
make selling insurance packages. 

Continued from A1

Appropriations

BY PAIGE WALTER
Staff Reporter

On Friday night, UMDPD issued 
13 tickets for Underage Consump-
tion of Alcohol. 

One of the recipients was a female 

student in Griggs Hall who was 
initially contacted by an RA for a 
medical incident at 9:30 p.m. The 
female was reportedly unresponsive 
and breathing erratically. UMDPD 
and local paramedics responded and 
determined she had consumed an 

unknown amount of vodka, which 
may have reacted negatively with the 
medication she received. Paramedics 
were unable to completely wake her, 
so she was transported by ambulance 
to a local hospital.

At 1:15 a.m., a UMDPD off icer 
encountered a male student stagger-
ing in the middle of the street near 
College Street and Kirby Drive. The 
officer was driving a squad car and 
had to take evasive action to avoid 
running the male over. The male was 
found to be extremely intoxicated. 
The officer determined the student 
was unable to care of himself, and 
took him to detox for safety. 

Officers from the Duluth Police 
Department responded to a call from 
the Duluth Detoxification Center the 
next night in reference to a patient 
who had become violent and punched 
another patient. It was determined 
the patient who was punched was the 
male student brought to detox the 
night before. The male student was 
uninjured.

On Saturday night, UMDPD 
issued two tickets for Underage Con-
sumption of Alcohol. One of the 
contacts resulted in a male student 
being brought to detox. At 1:45 a.m. 
Sunday, a UMDPD off icer was driv-
ing along Kirby Drive when he was 
f lagged down by a motorist near 
the Kirby Bus Hub. The motorist 
had found an intoxicated male stu-
dent on the porch of his house near 
campus. He did not know the stu-
dent, but was concerned the student 
was not dressed appropriately for 
the weather. He drove the male to 
UMD, where he located the off icer 
and reported the incident. The off i-
cer took custody of the student and 
determined he was too intoxicated 
to care for himself, bringing him 
to detox with a ticket for Underage 
Consumption of Alcohol.

The Library reported the theft 
of one reference librarian, who was 
later found unharmed, on his way 
to California with his family. The 
library wishes him the best of luck.

BlueStone
Continued from A1

ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

Continued from A1

Kill switch bill

UMD, Duluth representatives in Sochi
More than a dozen athletes with connections to UMD or Duluth will 

participate in the Sochi Winter Olympics, beginning with the Opening 
Ceremony Feb. 7. Here are the athletes who will be shooting for the Gold: 

Men’s hockey
USA: Justin Faulk

Women’s hockey
USA: Julie Chu
Switzerland: Lara Stalder
Finland: Tea Villila
Canada: Jocelyn Larocque, Haley Irwin, 
and Caroline Ouellette
Sweden: Kim Martin, Pernilla Winberg, 

Jenni Asserholt
Russia: Aleksandra Vafina, Iya Gavrilova
Germany: Jennifer Harss

Men’s curling
USA: John Shuster

Women’s speedskating
USA: Anna Ringsred

LIST BY REGAN SCHMIDT

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust
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It evaluates subject-specif ic teach-
ing programs through videos and 
other teaching materials submitted 
by students.

“If students (in other programs) 
were given the f inal professor feed-
back form on the last day of class 
and were told to pay for it, I think 
they’d be pretty upset,” Lohrentz 
said. “That’s kind of how I feel. It’s 
not really helping me be a better 
teacher.”

The edTPA replaced a similar in-
house assessment at UMD, and was 
available at no cost to students dur-
ing its pilot year in 2013.

Minnesota is one of 34 states to use 
the edTPA, and one of six to have 
an edTPA implementation policy.

 “I think if the students understood 
that that one exam that’s not graded 
by any faculty who know them could 
make the difference whether they 
get licensure or not, they might not 
be so upset that it’s (mandated),” 
said Joyce Strand, head of the 
Department of Education at UMD. 
“I don’t agree that the edTPA is not 
a benef it to the students.”

Lohrentz said the feedback she 
received on the edTPA wasn’t clear 

or extensive enough for her to apply 
it to her teaching.

“The feedback I got was so 
minimal,” Lohrentz said. “It was a 
number.”

Before entering her program, 
Lohrentz took the MTLE Basic Skills 
Test, which measures students in 
reading, writing and math. The test 
carries an annual registration fee of 
$50, as well as a $25 charge for each 
of the three disciplines.

Last fall, Lohrentz took the MTLE 
Early Childhood Pedagogy Test and 
content-area tests in early childhood 
and special education. This series also 
carries an annual registration fee of 
$50.  The Pedagogy and content-area 
tests cost $35 for each subtest.

If a student fails a discipline or 
subtest, he or she must pay to reregister 
and retake the assessment. The grades 
given by Pearson show students how 
they tested in each discipline, but not 
in specif ic areas of each discipline.

Hannah Student, an education 
major who graduated from UMD in 
December, paid $1,105 for required 
assessments, and needs to retake and 
pass a content-area test before she 
can receive her license. She can’t get 
a job in her f ield until that happens.

“I can’t even substitute in Duluth 
public schools,” Student said. “I 
applied, and they said I’m eligible to 
be a lunch lady. And that’s it.”

In 2013, the passage for students 
taking the Basic Skills Test was 82 
percent in reading, 78 percent in 
writing, and 79 percent in math. 

Passage for students taking 
content-area tests varies. In the f irst 
early childhood subtest, each of the 
22 students who took the test passed. 
In the f irst math subtest, four of the 
11 students who took the test — 36 
percent — passed.

According to Strand, the ideal 
passage in content-area tests is 
98 percent. She and others in the 
Education Leadership Council at 

UMD said the Minnesota Board of 
Teaching sets the standards for the 
tests too high.

“I think politically they thought, 
‘Well, if we’re giving a test, there 
ought to be a certain percentage 
of people who don’t pass it,’” said 
Frank Guldbrandsen, associate head 
of the Education Department. “It’s 
a naïve and inappropriate way to 
think about tests like that.”

Strand said the Basic Skills 
Test creates a barrier for students 
who aren’t comfortable taking 
standardized tests, and for minorities 
who have traditionally struggled 
with the tests.

“I know that you’d think people 
need to be able to do basic skills, but 
we have people who are excellent 
teachers who can’t pass (the Basic 
Skills Test),” Strand said. “(W)
hen you talk about lowering the 
(standards), it makes it seem like 
we’re accepting teachers that are less 
than. And we’re truly not.” 

It’s expected the state will consider 
eliminating the MTLE Basic Skills 
Test when the legislative session 
begins Feb. 25.

Strand said the cost of the MTLE 
and the edTPA also prevents students 
from entering certain programs. 
She mentioned one student who was 
interested in elementary education 
and special education, but couldn’t 
afford to take both tests.

At UMD, the cost of the assessments 
can’t be added to a student’s tuition, 
but can count toward f inancial aid. 

“I understand that the state can’t 
pay for us to take our tests. It’s 
unreasonable to ask that,” Lohrentz 
said. “But, it would be nice for them 
to tweak the tests.

“You’re talking to people who are 
learning how to teach others and 
assess them for their learning. Now 
that we’re taking these assessments 
that don’t effectively assess our 
learning, it’s frustrating.”

Licensure
Continued from A1

Gov. Mark Dayton and Director of the Minnesota Office of Higher Education Larry Pogemiller discuss issues related to higher education Jan. 24 at UMD.  
SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN
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Don was photographed in downtown Minneapo-
lis March 2013. DANIEL BADHWA/STATESMAN

TALKING NERDY

with joe haeg

Talking Nerdy

“Batman vs. Superman”

BY SAM STROM
International editor

If you haven’t seen Richard 
Sherman’s post-game interview 
from the NFC Championship 
Game, Google it.

The Seattle Seahawks super-
star cornerback has been the 
center of attention in sports and 
social media since. His “rant 
heard ‘round the world” toward 
Michael Crabtree, a wide receiv-
er from the San Francisco 49ers, 
was seen by many as arrogant and 
unnecessary, detracting from the 
Seahawks’s win.

But when I watch Sherman’s 
interview, the first words that 
come to mind are not arrogant, 
selfish or misguided. The words 
I think of are emotional, passion-
ate and genuine. Because here’s 
the thing: I loved it. I loved every 
second of his interviews with Erin 
Andrews and the press.

I can understand where his 

detractors are coming from. Sher-
man did not follow the formula 
that coaches and agents pound 
into professional athletes: Player 
X did a great job out there, Team 
Y fought hard but we ended up on 
top, and all the planning Coach 
Z put into this game paid off. 
Instead, Sherman’s interview tar-
geted Crabtree, describing him as 
(make sure the kids aren’t listen-
ing) “mediocre” and “sorry.”

Trash talking is part of 
sports, yet the way social 
media reacted after 
Sherman’s interview 
absolutely astound-
ed me. Should 
he be ridiculed 
for acknowl-
edging that 
he is the best 
c or ner ba c k 
in the NFL? 
A l t h o u g h 
being hum-
ble is a noble 

trait, I can’t blame him for tell-
ing the truth. It’s almost a breath 
of fresh air in this day and age in 
professional sports.

With all the attention given to 
Sherman’s interview, few people 
seem to mention that seconds 

BY ZACK WEBSTER
Columnist

One of the longest-standing wars of 
fandom is Marvel vs. DC Comics. While 
other comic book publishing houses exist, 
these two are the frontrunners of the craft. 
And while movies about their works have 
been made for decades, it has only been 
in the past decade or so that the whole 
Marvel vs. DC mentality has advanced 
to the big screen. Each year, some of the 
biggest releases call either company their 
home. And in recent years, Marvel has 
been winning that particular battle.

Not that DC hasn’t been trying. 
Christopher Nolan’s “Dark Knight 
Trilogy” was an absolutely fantastic series 
that far exceeds anything Marvel has 
yet to put on film. But last year’s “Man 
of Steel” wasn’t the grand beginning of 
a new series as much a divisive film that 
split its audience. But, at least that one 
made money. On the other hand, “The 
Green Lantern” from a few years ago 
was a miserable train wreck, a cynical 
attempt at cashing in on a superhero in the 
laziest way possible. And outside of a few 
standalone graphic novel adaptations like 
“Watchmen” or “300,” DC has done little 
with their other comic book properties. 
But looking at the “Man of Steel” sequel – 
tentatively titled “Batman vs. Superman” 
– they are hoping to change that, for all 
the wrong reasons.

“Batman vs. Superman” was delayed 
nearly one whole year recently, a move 
that looks desperate as every bit of news 
they announced was quickly met with 
fan outrage and backlash. Ben Affleck as 
Batman? A petite supermodel for Wonder 
Woman? I don’t even think Ben Affleck is 
all that bad of a choice in comparison to 
the megatons they have been dropping. 
Rumors abound that other DC characters 
will make an appearance, essentially 
making this a precursor “Justice League” 
movie: The announcement of a nearly 
year-long delay seems intelligent. You 
only have to look as far as their direct 
competitor.

Generally, I am rather mixed about 
Marvel movies. My basic rule is if Robert 
Downey Jr. is present, then the movie 
will turn out good (sans “Iron Man 2”). 
Otherwise, the movies are mostly misses. 
“The Incredible Hulk” was a mess, 
“Thor” was really boring and “Captain 
America” was really bland. “Thor 2” was 
an improvement but still not all that great, 
and the upcoming “Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier” does look surprisingly 
good — but even then, none of the movies 
are really elevated above popcorn action 
movies. Still, “The Avengers” was great. 
And it made a lot of money. And I am 
afraid that’s all that Warner Bros. — the 
owner of DC — sees. Hence how rushed 
this “Batman vs Superman” sequel got 
greenlit.

“The Avengers,” against many odds, 
worked because of the foundation laid 
before its release. I may not have liked 
“Thor,” but when he showed up in “The 
Avengers” I knew who he was. Will general 
audiences be able to say the same for the 
Flash? Aquaman? Martian Manhunter? 
Batman and Superman may not need 
any reintroduction, but these guys haven’t 
been introduced at all. Throwing them 
all together in a movie because ‘The 
Avengers” did ignores why that movie was 
as good as it was. Warner Bros. seems very 
eager to set themselves up for their greatest 
disaster ever. But hopefully with this delay 
they can make something work with the 
movie. That said, even if this movie ends 
up being good, it still doesn’t set up the 
inevitable “Justice League” movie that 
would follow it.

BY SATYA PUTUMBAKA
Opinion Editor

In early January 
this year, the city of 
Duluth passed a reso-
lution of intent. This 
measure, though not a 
law, expressed support 
and gave legitimacy 
to the Homeless Bill of 
Rights. The document is 
straightforward; it’s less 
than one page of text, 
broken up into digestible 
paragraphs and written 
for the citizen to read 
with minimal legalese. 
Part of the reason it’s 
so free from complica-
tion might be because 
the document isn’t a bill: 
It’s more of a statement. 
It primarily expresses 
an opinion, and doesn’t 
have the burden ( just 
yet) of detailing execu-
tion or trudging through 

logistics. 
When discussing the 

Homeless Bill of Rights 
(or HBR for the savvy), 
the complaint is that it 
seems flaccid. Without 
anything to execute, 
there’s no muscle for this 
document, and it’s pri-
marily just that: a docu-
ment. It has the feeling 
of being a preamble to 
something else — and 
it is.  

But the resolution 
isn’t something that 
should be thought of as 
a toothless law so much 
as an entirely different 
creature. It’s unfair to 
criticize it for the lack of 
action when its purpose 
is meant for something 
entirely different: to 
start a process by claim-
ing intent. And when 
you evaluate the resolu-
tion on its own terms for 

what it is, the outcome 
is overwhelmingly posi-
tive. What it does is set a 
standard.  

And for that job, I 
think Duluth’s resolu-
tion performs well. The 
passing of this resolu-
tion is like an echo of 
Ammiano’s Homeless 
Bill of Rights that was 
proposed around the 
same time last year in 
California. Still, that 
was considered a bill, 
not a resolution — and it 
ultimately failed because 
of that; there weren’t 
resources to back it up.

But there was a 
deeper complaint for 
that piece of legisla-
tion. Ammiano’s Bill of 
Rights, though focused 
on bettering the lives of 
the homeless, addresses 
the image of homeless-
ness without also hitting 
the problem. The main 
intent of that bill seemed 
to be to decriminalize 
homelessness, which dis-
satisfied many citizens 
because it didn’t seem 
to acknowledge home-
lessness as the ultimate 

problem.
And there’s truth in 

that: Giving sanction 
for homelessness as an 
alternate way of life 
ignores that it’s usually 
an unwilling way of life. 
It’s not something to be 
protected so much as 
addressed. That said, 

if Ammiano’s purpose 
wasn’t to further step 
on the downtrodden by 
making them criminally 
liable for being stuck in a 
bad situation, it’s under-
standable. But, there’s a 
line of (correctly) deny-
ing culpability for an 
unavoidable situation 
and promoting it as an 
adequate one. And some 
of Ammiano’s measures 
seemed to fall on the 
wrong side of that.

That’s the line that 
Duluth’s homeless bill 
walks with perfection. 
It affirms that home-
lessness is not a crime, 
but immediately follows 
that it’s still inadequate. 
Even in the same tiny 
paragraph, it critiqued 
discriminating against 
the homeless, and imme-
diately after stated that 
“housing for all should 
be a policy priority.” The 
Homeless Bill of Rights 
is worded precisely for 
its function, which is to 
target the problem of 
homelessness without 
villifying the homeless.

The language of the 
HBR is staunch, deci-
sive and wonderfully 
unapologetic. It’s explicit 
in stating a problem and 
forceful in declaring the 
future with surprisingly 
progressive claims (one 
line describes substance 
abuse as a symptom of 
homelessness rather than 
a cause). The urgency of 
passing a resolution also 
gives great momentum 
to the cause. Also, by 
virtue of it being a reso-
lution that had unani-
mous support in our 
City Council, it carries a 
powerful feeling of unity 
for a targeted problem. 
And it’s commendable 
that the city chose such 
a worthy one to wave a 
flag over. The resolution 

CITY COUNCIL’S HOMELESS 
BILL: A GOOD FIRST STEP

MISINTERPRETED MAN

see HOMELESS BILL, A6
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The Homeless 
Bill of Rights’ 

function is 
to target the 
problem of 

homelessness 
without villifying 
the homeless.
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Meet Daisy
Daisy is a 4 year old domestic 
short hair. She is a calm and 
peaceful lady who would love to 
lounge around your house. Daisy 
came to us from a previous home 
and is now looking for her forever 
home. Could that be with you? 
Daisy has been spayed, 
microchipped, and vaccinated. If 
you would like to be Daisy's 
forever home, please come and 
visit her at Animal Allies in Duluth.

AVAILABLE AT ANIMAL ALLIES DULUTH

DAISY'S ADOPTION FEE: $50 + tax

before his interview he was 
deliberately smacked in the 
face by Crabtree while trying 
to shake his hand. Sherman 
didn’t hit back, he didn’t swear 
and he didn’t lie about how he 
was feeling. Instead, he put his 
emotion and passion for the 
sport that has made him who 
he is into an interview that 
people have interpreted as self-
ish and arrogant.

Here is a guy who grew up 
in Compton, graduated high 
school with a 4.2 GPA and 
accepted a football scholar-
ship to Stanford University. In 
between leading his team to 
the Super Bowl and running 
the Richard Sherman Fam-
ily Foundation, he is working 
on his master’s degree. At age 
25, Sherman has accomplished 
more than most people do in a 
lifetime, yet he has been labeled 
a thug because of his post-

game interview. When he calls 
a grown man — a co-worker, 
if you will — mediocre, ESPN 
and Twitter self-destruct.

Anyone who watches 
Sherman play the game can see 
he plays with a passion rarely 
found throughout the NFL. 
But because of his passionate 
post-game interview, he has 
been painted as the bad 
guy. Sherman apologized to 
Andrews the next day, saying 
that his adrenaline got the best 
of him. He posted an article on 
mmqb.com talking about the 
NFC Championship, shedding 
some light on what happened 
both during and after the 
game (it is definitely worth a 
read). His communications 
major has not gone to waste as 
he clearly articulates why he 
acted the way he did at the end 
of the game.

talks a great game, and if its 
intent seems too grand — well 
it’s not at all a bad thing to be 
optimistic and energetic. 

Still, as satisfactory as the 
words are, they aren’t as 
good as a bed. The motion is 
acknowledged as only a start, 
or, to use the words of Filipo-
vich, “… a good step in the 
right direction.” Which is all 
the better, since it lets us know 
there’s more to look forward to. 
As much of a good thing that 
the resolution is, it can only be 
affirmed by the action that fol-
lows. If there’s a petering out of 
news concerning efforts to end 

homelessness, we can acknowl-
edge that this didn’t do quite as 
much as it wanted. 

But we’re not at that time 
yet. And the truth is that any 
measure can’t be looked down 
just yet either. Duluth weather 
is decidedly outrageous this 
year, but it’s so important to 
recognize that in the lighter 
conditions of last year, there 
were still a shocking 29 deaths 
because of homelessness. It’s a 
problem that clearly deserves 
urgency, and if this resolution 
is only an ingredient of the 
response, then it’s definitely a 
solid start.

Continued from A5
Richard Sherman

BY BEN LABERGE
Columnist

Unless you’ve been 
living inside for the last 
couple of months, under a 
constant, controlled tem-
perature with absolutely 
no physical contact with 
the outside world, you’ve 
probably noticed the con-
stant barrage of sub-zero 
temperatures we’ve been 
experiencing. It’s the kind 
of weather that makes 19 
F feel warm enough to 
walk around in t-shirt and 
sandals. It also reinforces 
the rest of the world’s idea 
that we are all crazy ice-
people here in Minnesota, 
or it would if the cold had 
been isolated to just this 
part of the country.

The extent of the 
freezing temperatures has 
reached as far south as 
Florida. Cities not used to 
icy conditions like Atlanta 
are turning into traffic 
nightmares, and a lot of 
people are wondering: 
just what is going on 
up there? Did a million 
angels all leave their 
fridges open and go on 
vacation? “Polar vortex” 
is a buzzword thrown 
around the media, and all 
I’ve got to say to them is 
this: chill! This is winter, 
and winter is cold.

The reason this year is 
so cold in comparison to 
other years is the result 
of a number of natural 
phenomena all occurring 
at the same time. The 
result of which makes our 

bones shake and the sales 
of winter coats skyrocket 
into Tomorrowland.

Firstly, let’s break 
down this thing call 
the “polar vortex” so 
everyone is clear: It’s a 
natural circulation of 
low-pressure, cold air 
which occurs during 
winter when the earth is 
tilted away from the sun. 
Polar vortexes are always 
present on Earth, but they 
are more noticeable in 
the winter due to cooling 
temperatures. Warmer 
air from the center of the 
globe helps to push the 
cold air north and keep 
it there. It can be thought 
of as a large hat which 
sits on top of the earth, 
but instead of keeping 
the cold out, it holds it in. 
But this is neither a solid 
air mass nor a perfectly 
circular one. It expands 
and shrinks and moves in 
all manner of directions 
as the warm air flows 
northward.

The second phenome-
na, and probably the most 
important reason why 
our thermostats are going 
crazy (this is ridiculous), is 
call Sudden Stratospher-
eric Warming. When too 
much warm air travels 
north into the polar vor-
tex at once, the normally 
localized pressure center 
of the vortex is split into 
many smaller cells, which 
are pushed south and stay 
there until warmer air 
brings them north, sta-
bilizing the polar vortex 

once more. This year, 
this happened. And while 
most of the polar vor-
tex cells landed over the 
oceans, one in particular 
made its new home just 
along the US-Canada 
border, making life quite 
a bit nippier than usual.

Finally, our old friend, 
the jet stream, is at work 
here too. This is a natural 
current of air which speeds 
around the world at 7 to 16 
kilometers above sea level. 
This current changes its 
direction based on the 
changes of warm and 
cold air, and this year it 
decided to go meet our 
recently-divided polar 
vortex and detour south. 
This brought the colder 
air into the southern states 
and shared the joy with 
millions of unprepared 
Americans.

It’s not as simple as 
blaming the polar vortex; 
It was just minding its 
business when a blast of 
warm air knocked it apart. 
And while saying that it 
is causing all our winter 
woes would be wrong, 
it’s also kind of neat to 
think that I’m breathing 
the air normally located 
thousands of miles away 
when I go outside on the 
coldest of cold days.

IT’S JUST MINNESOTA ICE

Continued from A5
Homeless bill
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UN
LIM

ITED RIDES

Play It Safe!

Ride the bus to  

UMD Hockey  games  

for  FREE! Here  are  

routes  and  times  for  this  weekend.

duluthtransit.com

East Mainline

- UMD

6
Friday:

KP  -  6:40

TC  -  10:30  

E 8th St

- UMD

11

Saturday:

KP  -  6:15

TC  -  9:45  

Friday:

KP  -  6:00

TC  -  10:20  

Saturday:

KP  -  6:34

TC  -  10:40  

Legend:

KP  =  

Kirby  
Plaza
TC  =  

Transit  
Center

#DTA

Bulldog men snap losing skid with 
much needed blowout victory

No. 17 Bulldogs 
route Broncos 
in series sweep 
BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

Good luck to anyone attempting to get a UMD 
men’s hockey player to speak about his personal 
accolades. It’s one of the only things this team hasn’t 
been doing well lately.

The Bulldogs (12-9-3, 7-6-1-1 NCHC) swept the 
Western Michigan Broncos this weekend on a trip to 
Kalamazoo, and while players like Justin Crandall 
and Kyle Osterberg registered big points in the 
outings, none of them will take credit.

“It wasn’t me that scored the goals, it was the guys 
around me,” Osterberg said. “I just seemed to be in 
the right place at the right time. Yeah, I had two 
goals, but I never would have had those without 
Justin (Crandall) and Tony (Cameranesi).”

Osterberg, who scored the opening goal against 
the Broncos on Friday night as well as a third-period 
insurance tally, was also named NCHC Rookie of 
the Week for his efforts against Western Michigan.

But he’s right: His line mates did have a lot to 
do with the wins over the weekend considering all 
five goals came from Crandall, Cameranesi and 
Osterberg on Friday. 

That game ended 5-2, but the score was close 
through most of the first two periods. However, a 
three-goal third period from the Bulldog’s effectively 
shut the Broncos down, thanks to Osterberg’s goal 
and a pair from Crandall.

Saturday’s bout was a more tightly contested 
matchup between the two new NCHC rivals, with 
plenty of quality chances and physicality on both 
ends. 

“Honestly, after this weekend I feel a good rivalry 
coming on,” Osterberg said. “You could tell they 
didn’t like us and we didn’t like them. It proves the 
NCHC is a really good league, and we’re honored 
to be part of it. We’re ready to show everyone else 
what we can do.”

Western went up first in game two with a goal 
less than five minutes after the opening faceoff from 
Colton Hargrove. With a 0-6-1 record when scored 
on first, things didn’t look great for the Bulldogs 
early.

But senior captain Joe Basaraba made sure 
Western Michigan didn’t take his team lightly as he 
answered back with an even strength-goal about ten 
minutes later, right before the end of the first.

The second period showcased the Bulldog’s 
versatility, one that has wreaked havoc on the 
competition. UMD got tallies from leading point 
getter Alex Iafallo, as well as a first career goal from 
sophomore forward Austyn Young, who replaced 
forward Austin Farley as he sat out with an upper-
body injury.

“Our biggest reason for success for the year has 
been our depth,” Crandall said. “It shows that teams 
can’t really focus on one line, they have to be aware 
of all four of our lines.”

And playing a team game has boded well in recent 
games: The Bulldogs have either tied or came out on 

top in nine of their last ten games, six of which were 
on the road. This weekend put UMD’s road record 
at 8-4-0, showing how comfortable the team is when 
playing away from AMSOIL.

“A big thing going on the road is there aren’t so 
many distractions,” Crandall said. “You’re away 
from everything and are just with your teammates 
and the coaching staff. It’s nice every once in a while 
to get away and just focus on what you need to do.”

The Bulldogs will end their four-game road trip 
as they head back to AMSOIL this weekend to face 
off against another NCHC rival as the Colorado 
College Tigers roll into town.

Women clinch 
home playoff 
birth with sweep 
over Beavers

Meghan Huertas’s two-
goal game helped propel 
UMD past Bemidji State. 
UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED.

BY NICOLE 
BRODZIK
Sports Editor

The wom-
en’s hockey 
team will 
be staying 
home once 
the WCHA 
playoffs start 
this March, 
clinching the  
fourth seed 
with two big 
wins over 
Bemidji State 
this weekend. 

While road 
games have 
meant good 
things for the 
Bulldogs (13-10-5, 11-8-5 WCHA), who 
have won eight of 14 road contests so far, 
the team is happy to be home at AMSOIL 
Arena to start their run at a championship.

“Playing at AMSOIL is unreal,” junior 
forward Meghan Huertas said. “The atmo-
sphere is just something special here com-
pared to playing on the road. Being in our 
own rink, it’s just a special feeling. It will be 
great to play in front of our fans, especially 
for me with it being my first playoff game as 
a Bulldog.”

While the home games will be a nice break 
for the Bulldogs, this weekend in Bemidji 
proved that UMD is a force to be reckoned 
with, even after losing their top defenders for 
the Olympics.

The Bulldogs stormed out of the gates in 
the first matchup Friday night and never 
looked back. 

Jenna McParland’s power-play goal at 
4:56 in the first sparked an outbreak of goals 
from UMD. Huertas snapped a five-game 
scoring drought on a shot from freshman 
Demi Crossman to double the UMD lead 
halfway through the first. 

A third goal would be added by freshman 
Ashleigh Brykaliuk about eight minutes into 
the second period to give the Bulldogs a 
dominating 3-0 lead. 

Softball Preview: 
Young Bulldogs 
look to improve, 
remember lost 

The Bulldogs came off a rough weekend that ended in two losses with a decisive 
victory over Wayne State on Saturday. EVAN SMEGAL/ STATESMAN

Justin Crandall recorded a UMD-high plus-four Friday 
night to help the Bulldogs defeat Western Michigan. 
UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED.

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

Coming into Satur-
day on a four-game los-
ing streak, UMD took 
out their frustration on 
Wayne State and put 
themselves back into the 
win column. 

It was a complete turn-
around after being taken 
behind the proverbial 
woodshed Friday night 
against Augustana. 

“Tremendous,” junior 
guard Reece Zoelle said. 
“Tremendous difference 
compared to last night. 
We needed to gain some 
confidence after what 
happened to us. We know 
we are a good team when 
we play up to our poten-
tial.”

The Bulldogs’ Big 
Three — Jordan Reetz, 
Peter Crawford and 
Zoelle — combined for 
43 points on 17 of 30 
shooting to lead the Bull-
dogs to a 23-point win, 
moving them ahead of 
the Warriors for 11th spot 
in the NSIC standings. 

Second half adjust-
ments were key to the 
Bulldogs (8-12, 6-10 
NSIC) running all over 
the Wildcats. UMD led 

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

The softball season is right around the corner. 
Duluth, however, hasn’t got the memo, with sub-zero 
temperatures now stretching into the beginning of 
February. 

Senior Megan Mullen, captain of the 2014 Bull-
dog softball team, will attempt to capture the club’s 
fourth NCAA tournament birth in five years and the 
program’s first national championship. 

“I want to make sure everyone is responsible and 
accountable for their role,” Mullen said.

see WOMEN’S HOCKEY, B2

see BASKETBALL, B2

The UMD softball team takes a preseason practice as the 
group prepares to make a run at the NCAA tournament. 
EVAN SMEGAL/STATESMAN.see SOFTBALL PREVIEW, B2
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Bouquets

$7
99

UMD STORES : February 5 - 11

umdstores.com : Visit us on Facebook

$
399

Single Roses STREET LEVEL

Mon-Thur: 7:30am-8pm
Fri: 7:30am-5pm
Sat/Sun: 11am-5pm

UMD WEAR : STREET LEVEL

25%
off

Entire Selection

of Caps

Scratch  off  
for  savings!
Begins Monday, Feb. 10

UMD Stores Street Level

25-50%
off

umdstores.com

UMD WEAR : STREET LEVEL

$999
reg. $1599

Minnesota Duluth 

Tees by Cotton

Exchange

Choose from White, Grey, 

Gold & Maroon!

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

Senior forward Katrina 
Newman put together one 
of her all-around best per-
formances as a Bulldog Sat-
urday. But, her near triple-
double couldn’t knock off 
No. 9 Wayne State as the 
Wildcats withstood a sec-
ond-half Bulldog surge to 
claim a 81-69 win.

Newman had 23 points 
to go along with eight 
rebounds and a career-high 
nine steals, nearly tying the 
Bulldog record. 

 Jheri Booker holds the 
record for most steals in a 
game with 10. She accom-
plished that feat Jan. 16, 
2009, against the Univer-
sity of Mary.

Wayne State shot a 
season-high 63 percent 
from the floor, including a 
season-best 12 of 18 from 
behind the arc despite giv-
ing the ball away 21 times. 
UMD, even with 22 offen-
sive boards, struggled from 
the field, shooting 31 per-
cent.

The Wildcats used their 
hot shooting to end the first 
half with a 13-point lead. 
Five different Wildcats 
accounted for three-point-
ers in the first 20 minutes, 
making the Wildcats an 
astounding 90 percent (9 of 
10) from three.

“We didn’t play very 
good defense in the first 
half, and we allowed them 
to have open looks behind 
the three-point line,” New-
man said. “Any college bas-
ketball team will make you 
pay if you give them open 
shots.”

The Bulldogs were finally 
able to slash the lead down 
to 61-60 with 7:43 remain-
ing, but were unable to 
take the lead. The Wildcats 
pulled away in the closing 
minutes.

“We knew as a unit that 
we needed to come out of 
the half and get stops and 
scores, and we did that,” 
Newman said. “We took 
better care of the ball, and 
ran our offense with some 
success. We ... went on our 
final run to come out with 
the win.”

Friday, UMD snapped 
a four-game losing streak, 
defeating Augustana 84-70. 
The frontcourt trio of Han-
nah Rutten, Taylor Meyer 
and Newman combined 
for 57 of the Bulldogs’ 84 
points. UMD pushed their 

lead out to double digits 
within the first 10 minutes 
and never saw its lead dip 
below six points.

“We’re in February now, 
and we’re close to the play-
offs,” said Newman. “There 
isn’t much leeway left in the 
season to not win games 
that we should win.”

UMD (9-10, 6-9 NSIC) 
will hit the road next week 
against Northern State and 
Minnesota State Moorhead 
with six games left in the 
regular season before the 
NSIC Tournament. They 
hope to improve on their 

She would add another, a 
short-handed goal that was 
eventually the game winner, 
less than ten minutes later.

“Personally, I’ve been kind of 
in a slump, so 

I just kept going to the net 
and keeping with the system,” 
Huertas said. “It obviously 
worked really well for Ashleigh; 
she had a big weekend for us 
too.”

The Beavers tried to 
stage a comeback, but were 
unsuccessful. Huertas would 
pot an empty-netter before 
the night was over to give the 
Bulldogs a 5-3 win.

The second matchup was 
dominated by the Bulldogs once 
again, as the Beavers would 
only record one goal with 13 
seconds left in the game.

There was no offense from 
either side until 17:59 through 
the second, when Brykaliuk 
netted her third goal of the 
weekend and tenth of the sea-

son. After receiving a pass from 
Emma Stauber, she threw the 
puck over Beaver goaltender 
Brittni Mowat’s blocker for a 
1-0 lead.

Teammate Zoe Hickel add-
ed a power-play goal midway 
through the third stanza, mak-
ing Bemidji State’s Kristine 
Grenier psay for a hooking pen-
alty. Hickel’s goal would be the 
last for the Bulldogs, but it was 
all the team needed to finish 
their sweep of the Beavers. 

“It felt great,” Huertas said. 
“Obviously Wisconsin was a 
tough weekend for us and we 
just lost two Olympians, so it 
kind of changed our game plan, 
kept it simple. We got two wins 
out of it so we’re pretty happy.”

The two wins snapped a four-
game winless streak dating back 
to January 18 against the Ohio 
State Buckeyes. The Bulldogs 
will return home to AMSOIL 
this weekend for a series with 
North Dakota.

Women’s hockeyNewman, Bulldogs 
unable to cage 

9th-ranked Wildcats 
for weekend sweep  

26-23 after the first half, then rocketed 
out to a 38-14 spree at the start of the 
second.

“Coach came into the locker room at the 
half and reiterated the game plan and gave 
us the confidence we needed,” Zoelle said. 
“We carried our defense over into the sec-
ond half and moved the ball on offense a 
little more. Shots started to fall and we just 
rolled from there.”

This weekend’s games provided a small 

sample of how January went for the Bull-
dogs. UMD went 3-7 in January, and 
played in five games that featured blowouts 
of 20 points or more. The Bulldogs had the 
opportunity to play .500 ball, but dropped 
a pair of close leads. 

“We are right there in making the jump 
up to the next level,” Zoelle said. “We have 
had many close games that haven’t gone 
our way for different reasons. It’s important 
to grab every win we can down the stretch 
and build momentum and consistency for 
the playoffs.”

The Bulldogs look to bottle this energy 
up for their road trip next week against 
Northern State and Minnesota State 
Moorhead Both teams have troubled the 
Bulldogs so far this season as they defeated 
UMD in both games last weekend.  Open-
ing tip is scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday and 4 
p.m. Saturday.

 “Mainly, I want to go there 
and have fun this season. The 
more fun we have will translate 
to more wins and hopefully a 
long season.”

In 2013, UMD compiled a 
41-13 record, splitting 

the regular season conference 
title with Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato. It wasn’t good 
enough, however, to get the 
Bulldogs into the tournament 
of 48. A weak central region 
schedule snubbed the chance to 
do any further damage.

This year that won’t be a 
problem however, as the sched-
ule features non-conference 
play against more teams in 
the region, as well as a season-
opening tournament in Benton-
ville, Ark.

 “We proved that we could 
beat quality teams last season. 
(This season) I think that we‘re 
underrated. We will have to go 
out and prove (ourselves) again 
during the season,” Mullen 
said.

One factor that has doubters 
questioning the Bulldogs is the 
team’s youth. The roster is com-
prised of only three upperclass-
men and 14 combined sopho-
mores and freshmen. 

Last week, the NSIC put 
UMD fourth in their preseason 
softball poll behind Minnesota 
State Mankato, Winona State 
and Augustana.

“We have a lot of young tal-
ent coming into this year,” said 
senior Brooke Neuroth. “The 
freshmen and sophomores are 
biting at the bit to step up and 
contribute right away. I think 
that we are going to surprise 
some other teams and win the 
conference again.”

The upperclassmen stated 
that it took longer than usual 
for the freshman class to adjust, 
but things soon began to click 
for the team after. Nothing has 
made the team mature more 

than Mandy Matula, a former 
Bulldog who was killed nine 
month ago. 

The team dedicated the end 
of last year to Matula, and con-
tinue to do it this year as well. 
Players are wearing purple 
t-shirts with Matula across the 
back. The team’s slogan, “1 
Four Mandy,” is based off the 
number 14 she used to wear. 
They also plan to retire her 
number during the first home 
game of the season.

“Every player is a part of the 
family, current or past,” Neu-
roth said. “It brought us togeth-
er. We want to play just like 
the way she used to. She was 
determined and hard working; 
(softball) was her life. We want 
to play for Mandy.”

The Bulldogs appear to be 
primed with the next group of 
core players. A trio of sopho-
mores — Ashley Lewis, Cayli 
Sadler and Sami Schnyder — 
have proven their worth at the 
collegiate level. 

UMD had one of the best 
pitching staffs in the conference 
last year. Sadler and Mullen 
teamed up for two-thirds of a 
rotation that had an earned run 
average of 2.04 and an oppo-
nent’s batting average of .200.

“Our pitching is very impor-
tant,” Mullen said. “We have 
Cayli and myself returning, and 
two promising freshman join-
ing us.

“I have complete confidence 
that we are up to the challenge 
of defending our conference 
title.”

Their season starts February 
14th at South Nazerene Univer-
sity.

Softball preview

Men’s 
basketball

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Junior guard Danielle Flood helps move her team in the 
right direction during the win against Wayne State on Sat-
urday. EVAN SMEGAL/STATESMAN.
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UMD celebrates the Year of the Horse 

perfect

Five-year-old Xing Gao wowed the crowed by playing “Mary Had a Little Lamb” on 
the piano. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

The Chinese Student and Schol-
ar Association (CSSA) hosted their 
annual Chinese New Year event 
last Saturday. The night consisted 
of a dinner followed by 16 acts. 
The acts ranged from a talented 
child playing Beethoven on piano 
to UMD Chinese faculty singing a 
New Year song.

CSSA has hosted the Chinese 
New Year many times at UMD, 
but this year was the first time they 
were able to host the performance 
segment in the Marshall Perform-
ing Arts Center.

“I got a lot of rejection. People 
said no one will come. But I had to 
try it,” said Chenxiao Hu, the vice 
president of CSSA.  

“In the ballroom, we already 
tried our best,” Hu said. “To 
improve, we had to try something 
new.”

In addition to planning the 
event, Hu was one of the 16 acts. 
She played the song “Fantasy” by 
Jianmin Wang on the guzheng, a 
Chinese string instrument.

“I’ve been playing for twelve 
years,” Hu said. “This is the 
‘youngest’ song I ever played. 
Unlike the traditional Guzheng 
song, this piece combined elements 
from Chinese ethics. In this piece, 
he emphasized the Miao ethic. 

This is a very hard piece for unpro-
fessional players, so it took me two 
years to practice.”

Performances for the new year 
ranged from traditional Chinese 
acts, such as Hu’s, all the way to 
contemporary music. Xiao Li, 
one of the hosts for the evening, 
performed “Real Slim Shady” by 
Eminem.

The audience got in on the acts 
by waving their cell phones back 
and forth or dancing. There were 
also three raffles throughout the 
night, and every person in the 
audience had a number.

Alongside the many UMD stu-
dents in the audience were mem-
bers of the community and UMD 
staff.

“I was in China last year, but 
this is my first UMD Chinese New 
Year,” said Melanie Goldish, a 
professor in the communication 
department. “I think it’s important 
to support the diversity at UMD.”

While diversity was certainly 
recognized, the event’s primary 
focus was celebrating the Year of 
the Horse. Li concluded the event 
by wishing the audience a happy 
new year.

“And for each and everyone one 
of you, I wish a year of grace like a 
horse, not a face like a horse.”

BY APRILL EMIG
Student Life Editor

This is Lester. He isn’t homeless anymore, but at 
the time he was I saw him walking down Superior 
Street; His furry hood caught my attention. After 
I caught up to him, I asked to take his picture. He 
agreed, and I talked to him for awhile. This is one 
of the favorite portraits I’ve taken because of the 
way the fur on his hood frames his face, and his 
piercing gaze is difficult not to look at. 

This image, along with the oth-
ers in my series entitled “Kids,” is 
representative of moments in child-
hood that are so universal. They also 
reflect what could be seen as accept-
able behavior for children, but not for 
someone older. Standing inches away 
from the TV and being completely 
enthralled to it is so kid-like. No mat-
ter how big TVs get, kids will always 
stand just as close.

My work for this show deals with viewing wear and decay 
as physical representations of memories. There is this idea 
that an entire history exists (on these steps) that has been 
recorded through cracks and wear, much like the emulsion 
on a film negative physically records a moment in time; a 
physical memory.

Duluth Art 
Institute’s emerging 

photographers 
exhibit features 
UMD students

Picture

Sara Hughes

Daniel BadhwaDane pederson
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UMD medical students go rural
Two weeks ago, the UMD first-year 

medical students began the Rural 
Medical Scholars Program (RMSP). 
RMSP began as an offshoot of another 
rural family practice program called 
the Rural Physician Associate Pro-
gram (RPAP). RPAP is constituted by 
a 9-12 month longitudinal community 
experience during the third year of 
medical school. 

Part of what spawned these programs 
was the feedback from rural physicians 
that more rural, family practice doc-
tors were needed. It was imperative to 
begin a ladder of experiences even ear-
lier in the medical school curriculum 
to provide additional understanding of 
a rural opportunity.

RMSP was created to address that 
issue. 

“The experiential material has been 
the hallmark of this school since its cre-
ation,” said Dr. Jim Boulger, associate 
director of RMSP. “RPAP and RMSP 
provided a unique break to allow stu-
dents to achieve a more reality-based 
experience.”

As a part of RMSP this year, first-
year medical students traveled out to 
a variety of rural communities such as 
Warroad, Pipestone, Deer River, Sta-
ples and New Ulm, while others trav-
eled to rural communities in Wiscon-
sin and Iowa. Students are welcomed 
by a local physician who serves as their 
preceptor. 

“The best part of RMSP is getting 
hands-on experience,” said second-
year student Abby Sauer. “The physi-
cians we work with are great teachers 

and love to get us integrated into their 
patients’ care. I’ve had the opportunity 
to work on taking histories and physi-
cals, follow a variety of specialists, and 
perform a few minor procedures.” 

RMSP has proven to be wildly suc-
cessful with students in what they are 
able to learn both in and out of the 
clinic.

“Students’ rating of the programs 
(RMSP and RPAP) are amongst the 
highest in the entire school,” said Dr. 
Boulger.

“The RMSP experience encourages 
a community focus which I feel is nec-
essary to become a primary care phy-
sician,” said second-year student Nate 
Guimont. “Health is often extended 
beyond the individual patient in an 
exam room and is, in part, a product 
of the context which the patient finds 
themselves in.” 

RMSP has proven to be beneficial 
for students. However, it all depends 
on the physician being willing to take 
on a student. Often, preceptors are 
not only welcoming students into their 
community, but also into their home. 

“We have noticed that preceptors 
enjoy the experience of teaching and 
taking students into their home to 
show them what rural family prac-
tice is all about,” said Dr. Boulger. “It 
allows them a continuing educational 
opportunity to teach and learn to keep 
them fresh on their own medical edu-
cation.”

“I want to give back,” said Dr. Ann 
Seagren. “I was a student, and I know 
how important teaching and learn-
ing is. I believe in the Duluth mission 
and want to promote students to go 
into primary care. It is great exposure 
for our hospitals and helps us to show 

what we have to offer in rural commu-
nities.”

Not only do preceptors enjoy the 
opportunity to host students, the hos-
pital administration and community 
also enjoy the chance to help educate 
students.

“Hospitals like having students, as 
it allows them to see rural practice 
and shines light on the high quality of 
medical education and practice avail-
able in Minnesota statewide,” said Dr. 
Boulger

As the RMSP experience expands, 
data will show how effective the RMSP 
program is in preparing students for 
national board exams, clerkships, and 
in pipelining students to rural commu-
nities. To date, the Medical School has 
seen very high rates of success regard-
ing the RPAP program in terms of 
preparation for boards after year two, 
during the third and fourth year of 
clerkship, and in producing rural doc-
tors when compared to national aver-
ages.

“Data on national boards has been 
entirely positive. We find that our stu-
dents do equally as well on national 
tests and in clerkships as their cohorts 
in the Twin Cities,” said Dr. Boulger. 

“I have noticed in the third-year 
clerkships that there is a certain calm-
ness and confidence about the Duluth 
students from their experiences,” said 
Dr. Emily Onello, another associate 
director of RMSP.

The most telling data has been the 
success seen by the medical school in 
terms of the direction students choose 
for their career.

“The national average for those 
going into rural care of any type is 4 
percent,” said Dr. Boulger. “In Dulu-

th, that number is 44 percent. In terms 
of those practicing family medicine, 
the national average is 8 percent, while 
in Duluth it is 48 percent.”

The direction RMSP will go in the 
future remains to be seen, as expan-
sion of the program may not happen 
in awhile.

“As more sites grow and evolve, 
preceptors are being pressured into 
more and more teaching experiences, 
making it hard to provide our medi-
cal students with the best educational 
environment they can receive,” said 
Dr. Boulger.

Despite limited researchers, faculty 
remain positive about the future of 
RMSP.

“I think the model of RMSP is one 
that works,” said Dr. Onello. “New 
pieces have been and will be incor-
porated to provide extra, different 
learning experiences. In the future, 
the challenge will arise in seeing how 
the new health systems affect not only 
physician practice, but student educa-
tion.”

A semester across the pond

Growing up, Miranda Montez loved 
watching shows on BBC. So while 
everyone else was preparing for school 
last fall, Montez was fulfilling a life-
long dream.

Montez, with 19 other UMD stu-
dents, has been studying abroad in 
Worcester, England for the entire 
school year. Along with attending 
school, the students have been soaking 
up European culture, as well as learn-
ing to be independent along the way.

“While U.K. and U.S. cultures are 
pretty similar, it is still kind of jarring 
when you first arrive,” said sophomore 
Mitchell Rysavy. 

One aspect of European culture 
that threw Rysavy off was the “High 
Streets” in most major cities. The 
pedestrian-only streets include many 
local businesses, as well as large retail 
stores and chains.

The computer science major added 
that it was difficult overcoming pre-
conceptions of what he thought Brit-
ish people would think of American 
students. As it turns out, most people 
have been very kind and helpful.

UMD student Jill Beuning noticed 
the youth culture is vastly different 
in England than in the U.S., citing 
the legal drinking age of 18 and the 
absence of dry campuses.

“People get a bit rowdy, and drink-
ing is a much more important part of 
social interactions and university than 
it is back home,” she said.

On top of adjusting to the culture 
changes, adjusting to the school sys-
tem at the University of Worcester has 
taken some getting used to. According 
to Montez, classes are usually once a 
week and three hours long. Addition-
ally, Rysavy said that grades are usu-
ally based on one or two large assign-
ments instead of numerous small ones. 

Beuning recently posted about her 

experience with that type of grading 
system on the students’ collective blog. 
She said that all the hours of class with 
relatively few assignments, as well as 
the opportunity to live in a new coun-
try, makes it easy to put schoolwork on 
the back burner.

Traveling has been an enjoyable 
part of the trip for the students. Over 
Christmas break, many of the stu-
dents opted to spend time in European 
countries such as Spain and Scotland 
instead of coming home. Rysavy add-
ed that traveling across Europe is rela-
tively cheap, and has been one of his 
favorite parts of the experience. 

Some students are able to take 
major-specific courses while others are 
taking liberal education courses. How-
ever, the biggest takeaway from the 
study abroad experience isn’t what’s 
learned in the classroom.

“The experience has primar-
ily taught me how to live successfully 
away from home, and how it feels to 

move into a different culture,” said 
Rysavy.  

For students contemplating studying 
abroad, Beuning says that it’s some-
thing everyone should experience. 
However, she specified that students 
shouldn’t assume it’s going to be rain-
bows and butterflies the whole time.

“There have been several times 
over the past few months I have gotten 
homesick, especially around birthdays 
and holidays,” she said. 

Montez and Rysavy said they also 
felt homesick, but as Beuning pointed 
out, the friends they have made on the 
trip have helped to pull their spirits up. 

As they say, the best part of traveling 
is coming home. The students said that 
it’s the little things that you don’t think 
about that really get to you. 

“I think the first thing I’ll do when I 
get home will be to take a drive,” said 
Rysavy. “We’re not allowed to over 
here, and I miss it sometimes.”

UMD students who spent fall semester studying abroad in England pose for a group snapshot. SUBMITTED

BY KELLEN ALBRECHT
Health and Outdoors Reporter

BY SAMUEL STROM
International Reporter
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We have moved!We have moved!

We still offer: 

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

We are still close to where we were, 
in the same strip mall, just down on 

the other end of the building, 
next to Azteca’s Mexican Grill

• Comics - new and back issues, supplies and special orders
• Sports cards - packs, boxes, single cards of your favorite players

• Magic the Gathering - packs, single cards and weekly tournaments
• Coin Supplies
• Used Compact Discs and DVDs (we buy and sell)
• We also fix scratched discs! (Including Video Games)

2220 Mountain Shadow Drive
Village Square Mall

Mon-Thurs 10am - 8pm
Fri 10am - 9pm

Saturdays 10am - 7pm
Sunday Noon - 5pm

Now open 7 days a week!

Bulldog
Lobby Day

Thursday,
March 6, 2014

How has the cold weather affected you?Bulldog Q&ABulldog Q&A
by Aprill Emig

:
“It doesn’t make me really want to 

go to the gym. I’d much rather lay 
in bed all day than work out.” — 
Alexa Fletcher, junior marketing 
and graphic design major.

“I feel pent up, but I try to get 
outside when I can and go for a 
walk to where I need to go. I’m not 
really into winter sports, but I still 
like living up here.” — Wesley 
Erickson, freshman theatre major.

AFROTC students prepare for liftoff
BY MAEGGIE LICHT
Editor in Chief

Why did you join ROTC?
I actually wanted to enlist out of 

high school, but my parents got mad. 
So we compromised. I’ve always 
thought the military looked like fun. I 
like structure and service.

What will your job be?
I’ll be a security forces officer. It’s 

like the military police, so I’ll be 
guarding bases. It was my first choice. 
I’ve always wanted to be a cop, and 
it’s the closest thing to it in the mili-
tary. I didn’t want a monotonous job, 
and with this it’ll be something new 
every day.

What will your training be 
like?

This summer I’ll go to Lackland 
Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas 
for 65 days. 

What are you most excited 
for?

The chance to move around — I’ve 
always been in the Midwest. With 
this, there are opportunities overseas 
and all across the nation.

What’s been your favorite 
thing about ROTC?

Everything’s been fun. There have 
been times when (I) didn’t want to 
wake up so early in the morning, but 
it’s all been worth it.

Why did you join ROTC?
I always knew I wanted to join the 

military. My uncle had been in the 
Air Force. He passed away before I 
graduated, so that was another reason 
why I wanted to — because he wasn’t 
there to push me along in my military 
career. I wanted to serve for my coun-
try.

What will your job be?
I’ll be a missileer. It’s like being 

an engineer, but with missiles. I’ll 
be monitoring intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (ICBMs) for 24 hours at 
a time. I know that I’m going to do 
that, but I’m not exactly sure what 
else because of confidentiality rea-
sons. My first choice was acquisitions. 

It was hard adjusting to a disappoint-
ment at first, but I’m really excited for 
a career in the Air Force.

What will your training be 
like?

I have four to six months of train-
ing. There are three base choices ... 
Cheyenne, Wyo. is my top choice. 
I’ve visited it, and I was born in Mon-
tana. I have a place for the West in 
my heart.

How do you feel looking for-
ward?

I’m excited to meet new people and 
learn something cool that not every-
one else gets to, as well as the chal-
lenge. 

Lauren Ohlgren, 
accounting and human 
resources management 
major

Mitchell Jensen,  
criminology major

As spring graduation approaches, so does panic mode for many seniors about to be dumped into the job market. But for the soon-to-be officers of UMD’s Air Force 
ROTC, the future is set and strategically planned.UMD medical students go rural
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