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Rights foR homeless

UMD, U of M
students die in
murder-suicide

Frostbite victim
has surgeries,
still hospitalized

Duluth City 
Council gives 
people without 
homes support 

Gov. Dayton discusses with 
students: education and issues

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

Fielding questions from 
students and faculty dur-
ing his visit last Friday, Gov. 
Mark

Dayton stressed the 
importance of strengthen-
ing Minnesota’s investment 
in higher education.

The 90-minute forum 
began with a series of ques-
tions from Chancellor 
Lendley Black to Dayton 
and Minnesota lawmak-
ers, before being opened for 
comments from the near-
capacity crowd at Weber 
Music Hall.

Dayton said Minnesota 
was still “dealing with the 
leftovers from the funding 
decline” in education that 

occurred under Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty. He credited the 
state Legislature for adding 
$250 million ($80 million 
of which will go directly to 
the U of M system) to the 
budget for higher education 
over the next two years. 

“We’re not going to 
have the kind of education 
opportunities that you and 
people following after you 
are going to need to have 
the jobs of the future if we 
don’t have state-of-the-art 
technology, equipment, cur-
ricula and facilities,” Day-
ton said. “I think that’s the 
critical challenge — finding 
out from businesses what 
kind of employment they 
need, what kind of training 
they want their new workers 
to have, and then getting 

our higher education sys-
tem aligned with providing 
that.”

Dayton said he was 
“shocked” after learning 
from one student there was 

an imbalance in appropria-
tions throughout the U of 
M system. UMD received 
about $28 million between 

Dayton calls a lack of resources the 
top challenge for Minnesota schools 

BY KYLE FARRIS
News Editor

The UMD student hospitalized 
with frostbite in December after being 
found in subzero temperatures has 
had parts of her hands and feet surgi-
cally removed at Region’s Hospital in 
St. Paul, where doctors expect she will 
remain until mid-February.

According to Alys-
sa Lommel’s Car-
ingBridge page, the 
19-year-old sopho-
more underwent the 
first of two amputa-
tion operations Jan. 
6, resulting in the 
removal of the tips 
of her toes on one 
foot, and a part of 
her other foot below 
the ball.

A second surgery Jan. 21 removed 
Lommel’s fingers and thumbs below 
the knuckles. 

Lommel’s mother, Teri, said on 
Caringbridge the tissue damage

Lommel
FACEBOOK
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BY PAIGE WALTER
Staff Reporter

UMD freshman Nicholas Roecker 
and U of M freshman Kayla Koranda 
were killed in a murder-suicide in 
Roecker’s home near Pine Island, 
Minn., Jan. 5.

Olmsted County 
law enforcement and 
Pine Island Fire and 
Rescue responded 
to the scene, where 
they found Roecker, 
19, and Koranda, 18, 
with gunshot wounds 
from a handgun. The 
shots are believed to 
have been fired by 
Roecker.

Koranda was 
pronounced dead 
at the scene and 
Roecker was taken to 
Mayo Clinic Hospital 
—Rochester, where 
he died a little while 
later.  

The two were 
graduates of 
Rochester Lourdes 
High School, and both were on winter 
break from college. Prior to Rochester 
Lourdes, Koranda and Roecker 
attended K-8 Holy Spirit Catholic 
School together.

“The depth of their relationship 
is still not known at this time,” the 
Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office said 

Police say the male 
shooter killed a female 
student, then himself

Koranda
FACEBOOK

Roecker
FACEBOOK

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

Duluth is the first city 
in Minnesota to put 
support behind estab-
lishing a Homeless Bill 
of Rights. On Jan. 14, 
the Duluth City Coun-
cil voted unanimously 

to support the measure, 
which looks to address 
issues affecting home-
lessness in the city. 

City Councilor Sharla 
Gardner introduced 
the measure after meet-
ing with people who are 
homeless in the area. 
Gardner said the recent 
displacement of people 
living under the I-35 
freeway, an area called 
the Graffiti Graveyard, 
was what convinced her 
to act on the issue. The 
Minnesota Department 
of Transportation closed 
the site in November. 

“That became a 
real concern to me — 
why there wasn’t any-
thing being done to 
find homes for these 
folks,” Gardner said.  

Gardner suggested 
those displaced from 
the Graffiti Graveyard 
come to City Council 
meetings and discuss 
issues they were having. 
Many of the people she 
talked to said they felt 
they might be unwel-
come at the meetings. 

“The perception 

see RIGHTS, A3

Gov. Mark Dayton spoke directly to students for much 
of Friday’s forum. SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN

“I’d work right now if I could,” said Steve Gallagher, one of Duluth’s homeless. “A lot of homeless people feel that 
way. It’s all circumstance.” DANIEL BADHWA/STATESMAN
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Top 10
Worst things
about the 
winter
vortex

10. Layers on layers on 
layers
9. Taking mittens off  to text
8. Snotcicles
7. 8 a.m. class
6. Walking to school
5. When hair freezes and 
you’re scared it might break 
off
4. Most expensive heating 
bills ever
3. Cars won’t start
2. Waking up early to clean 
off  your car
1. Frostbite

PHOTO OF THE WEEK SECRET SPOT
BY SARA HUGHES

WE NEED YOUR HELP

Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook

At the place my sister and I used to call “the secret spot” growing up, high winds and heavy snow create a haunting scene.
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(the homeless) have,” Gard-
ner said, “ just by how they’ve 
been treated causes them 
to believe that they have 
less rights than others.”

What was passed was a reso-
lution of intent, meaning the 
bill still needs to be drafted 
and vetted before it can become 
law. Currently, the Duluth 
Human Rights Commission 
is tasked with looking into the 
issue of homelessness and mak-
ing suggestions on how the 
city can address the problem.

According to the current draft, 
the bill seeks to “secure for all 
persons freedom from discrimi-
nation in education, employ-
ment, public services, public 
accommodations, movement, 
worship, speech, and participa-
tion in the democratic process 
regardless of housing status.”

The bill affirms it is not 
against the law to be home-
less, and homelessness should 
not be a barrier to basic 
civil liberties. States includ-
ing Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut and Illinois have Home-
less Bill of Rights legislation. 

The draft cites a study from the 
Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, 
which estimates around 46 per-
cent of homeless people in Min-
nesota are under 21 years old.

“Homeless people are largely 
invisible to the community,” 
Gardner said. “Because of 
that, we don’t see the prob-
lem, we don’t see the mag-
nitude. And it’s difficult to 
engage in the solutions.”

Since passing the resolu-
tion, Gardner says she has seen 
more people come forward to 
become part of the discussion.

Recent UMD graduate Zack 
Filipovich cast his first vote 
as a member of the Duluth 
City Council on the measure. 

“If passed, which I expect it 
will be, Duluth will once again 
be the vanguard of public poli-
cy and good public policy deci-
sions,” Filipovich said. “This is 
a good step in the right direc-
tion for the city of Duluth.” 

2012 and 2013 from the Board 
of Regents, which distributes 
money to the universities. 
That number is down 45 per-
cent since 2009.

During the same time, the 
Twin Cities campus has seen 
its funding drop 20 percent.

Because the Minnesota 
Constitution grants the Board 
of Regents the power to appro-
priate money, the government 
can’t directly attempt to close 
the gap in funding.

“It’s obviously a serious rea-
son for people here to feel like 
they’re being shortchanged 
and given a second-rate sta-
tus,” Dayton said in an inter-
view with NPR after the 
forum. “I’m certainly going to 
bring it up with the (U of M) 
President (Eric Kaler) and find 
out what his explanation is. It 
doesn’t sound right to me.”

Black also requested more 
Higher Education Asset Pres-
ervation and Replacement 
(HEAPR) funding. The chan-
cellor said of the $40 million 
the U of M system receives 
from HEAPR, UMD receives 
about $3.7 million.

“HEAPR is really the only 
vehicle we have to deal with 
our aging buildings,” Black 
said. “And there are still 
buildings that are useful, that 
we need. Cina Hall is a perfect 
example, as is Heller Hall.

“Everything counts, and 
believe me, if it’s $3.7 million 
or whatever it is, we will use it 
well. But it’s getting more and 
more difficult.”

Dayton called the U of M 
system “so far behind on basic 
upkeep and maintenance” of 
its universities.

“I think they’re all good 
projects and I think we need 
more,” Dayton said. “But 
unless they change the over-

all amount of the bill, they’re 
going to have to take away 
from somewhere else. That’s 
the tough decision that’s 
involved when you’re under-
funded.”

Cost of teacher licenses 
A recurring theme through-

out the forum was the dif-
ficulties faced by education 
students seeking teachers’ 
licenses.

In Minnesota, prospective 
teachers must pay money sep-
arate from their tuition to take 
a set of exams in becoming 
licensed. One student seeking 
dual licensure in elementary 
and special education report-
ed paying a total of $785 to 
register for the exams, take 
the exams and re-register for 
the exams each year.

Another student spoke 
about having to pay to take 
the edTPA (Teacher Perfor-
mance Assessment), an evalu-
ation she said relates less to the 
person taking the evaluation 
and more to teacher prepara-
tion programs.

 Dayton took the students’ 
names and phone numbers, 
and said he would work for 
a resolution to the problem 
when the legislative session 
begins Feb. 25.

 PolyMet mining
Dayton said though 99 per-

cent of Minnesotans informed 
about the proposed PolyMet 
mine have probably “made 
up their minds,” he remains 
among the 1 percent still 
undecided. 

The mine, planned near 
Babbitt, Minn., with a pro-
cessing plant near Hoyt Lakes, 
would be the first copper-nick-
el one in the state. The dispute 
centers on job creation and 
possibility for water pollution.

“I’ve always said that I 
believe strong environmental 
protection and sound eco-
nomic growth can be comple-
mentary objectives,” Dayton 
said. “I believe it’s my respon-
sibility to remain genuinely 
undecided and neutral until I 

know all the facts and all the 
evidence.”

Medical marijuana
When asked about legaliz-

ing medical marijuana, Day-
ton said he sides with state 
law enforcement, who are 
“overwhelmingly opposed” 
to legalization. While cam-
paigning in 2011, Dayton 
said he wouldn’t support any 

legislation law enforcement 
opposed.

“I keep my promises,” Day-
ton said. “I’ve urged propo-
nents for legalization to get 
together with those who are 
opposed and see if they can 
find some common ground. 
I think they’ve tried with dif-
ficulty.”

Dayton said he would like 

to see more information about 
how many people have medi-
cal conditions untreatable by 
sanctioned medication, what 
the costs would be of distrib-
uting and regulating medi-
cal marijuana, and what the 
best practices have been in 
the 20 states where marijuana 
is legal for medical or recre-
ational use.

surgeons found in the hands was 
worse than anticipated. 

“We knew they weren’t sure 
where they were going to have 
to amputate, but we didn’t think 
it would have to be as far down 
as it was,” Teri Lommel wrote. 
“She was so excited when she 
could move her left thumb! She 
felt positive that she would still 
have that. 

“Hard news to give and even 
harder news to receive.”

Skin grafts for both the 
hands and feet were taken from 
one of Lommel’s thighs.  

Lommel has been walking 
and flexing her legs as part of a 
physical therapy regimen that 
began in late December, when 
she was upgraded from critical 

to fair condition. If her injuries 
heal properly, it is expected she 
will walk normally with the aid 
of shoe inserts.

Doctors have set a tentative 
release date of Feb. 14.

“Please pray for continued 
healing and for Alyssa to accept 
her new body with as little anxiety 
as possible,” Teri Lommel wrote.

Mid-morning on Dec. 
7, Lommel was discovered 

unconscious by passersby on a 
Woodland Avenue porch, within 
short walking distance of her 
house. She was wearing Ugg 
boots, jeans, a sweater, and a light 
jacket.

A group of friends had dropped 
Lommel off near her residence 
around midnight, but she was 
unable to make it inside.

Police reported Lommel was 
suffering from hypothermia when 
she was found, and her hands had 
swelled to three times the normal 
size and were beginning to split 
in some areas.

It is estimated she spent more 
than nine hours outside, where 
the temperature fell to 17 below 
zero overnight. 

in a statement. “However, it 
is believed that they were just 
friends.”

Koranda visited 
Roecker at his house after 
communicating with him 
earlier in the day. Family 
told police that Roecker was 
depressed. Authorities are 

investigating the students’ 
phone records.

“We’re still waiting to see 
if we can get into cellphones 
and additional information 
that may be available about 
what motive there was,” 
Sheriff David Mueller said. 
“We don’t know a lot of what 

led up to what happened at 
the scene.”

University officials have 
coordinated counseling and 
other support for friends and 
students.  

UMD sophomore Alex 
Greely met Roecker last fall 
in a writing class. Greely 
said he and Roecker were lab 
partners, and developed a 
friendship over the semester.

“Nick was a rather quiet kid 
at first,” Greely said, “but as 
soon as I made the first move, 
he opened up significantly 

and I found we had the same 
obnoxious sense of sarcastic 
humor.” 

Having each played football 
in high school, Greely and 
Roecker discussed the sport 
and upcoming NFL games.

“It was rather interesting 
because he was a Green Bay 
Packers fan from Minnesota, 
and I am a Minnesota Vikings 
fan from Wisconsin,” Greely 
said. “We would constantly 
give each other grief about 
our football teams.”

Greely said he and Roecker 

also played video games 
together outside of class.

“We would have Google 
Pac-Man contests when 
we should have been doing 
homework,” Greely said.

 According to the Star 
Tribune, former Lourdes 
classmate Rachel Morice 
said Roecker and Koranda 
were close friends, and spent 
time in the same social 
circle. Morice said she knew 
Roecker from class, and she 
described him as shy, nice, 
smart and helpful.

Continued from A1

Rights

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
Staff Reporter

Over the weekend of Jan. 26, UMD police issued 
eight Underage Consumption of Alcohol tickets and 
five tickets for possession of marijuana and or drug 
paraphernalia. 

In two of those cases, students decided to smoke in 
their dorm rooms. Marijuana use is illegal in Min-
nesota. This includes dorm rooms. Officers said 
none of the incidents were extraordinary. The stu-
dents involved have not confirmed that on record.

Police intervention was also required over break. 
On Jan. 10, a male UMD staff member came to 
campus for work. Upon arrival, a 42-year-old non-
student swore at the staff member and threatened to 
assault him. 

No motivation for the tirade was determined, but 
they said the man has been involved in similar inci-
dents in the past. 

Afterward, the 42-year old non-student went to the 
Library to utilize a public computer for unknown 
reasons, where officers found and recognized him. 
A brief physical altercation ensued.   

The 42-year-old non-student was arrested and 
escorted, in handcuffs, off UMD premises. He was 
charged with disorderly conduct and trespassing, 
and banned from UMD for one year. 

Undeterred by the law, he returned to UMD on 
Jan. 22, 353 days too soon. He was arrested a second 
time. There is no word on his present status.

Continued from A1

Lommel

Continued from A1

Dayton

Continued from A1

Murder-suicide

UMD education student Emmi Lohrentz asks Dayton about costs she must pay to take man-
datory teaching examinations . SARAH STAUNER/STATESMAN
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BY KIM HYATT
Columnist

The “25 percent off everything black!” 
marketing ploy, used in celebration of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. day, fell short of realizing 
this holiday is far different from St. Patrick’s 
Day or Veteran’s Day. 25 percent off anything 
green? Fair. 25 percent off merchandise for vets? 
Very appropriate. If the sign was held up on 
November 28? Maybe. But Rachel Mock, the 
owner of Global Village, clearly didn’t meditate 
on the slogan long enough to know that it wasn’t 
clever or cute. Controversy struck quick, and 
soon the business became a target for a social 
media massacre. 

Mock had a nearly identical Facebook post 
from Martin Luther King, Jr. day in 2013, 
and had the same sale two years before that. 
But there was no outrage on that post, and no 
online debate. Were we still all upgrading to 
smartphones? Why did no one think of creating 
an online protest of the racist sale then? 

The backlash on the store’s Facebook page is 
basically equivalent to tarring and feathering 
some poor medieval sucker, soon to be the 
laughingstock of the entire town. Quotes like 
“Bad marketing techniques” to “Gross. No clue 
how your business stays afloat with all the poor 
choices you make” frequented the business’s 
Facebook. A particularly observational quote 
read, “In the 21st Century no bad deed goes 
untweeted.”

These comments are tame compared to what 
other derogatory things were made public. Still, 
as many of the remarks show, Global Village 
had it coming. But aside from the racism 
(whether intended or interpreted), this situation 
points to the growth and power of social media. 
Even more ridiculous than the sale was the use of 
threatening language and hateful remarks; Not 
just in response to Mock, but to other people. 
Conversation disintegrated into threatening 
Mock and multiple threads targeted other 
commentators, losing sight of what the initial 
argument was in the first place.

All four years of backlash outpoured within 
a blink of an eye on a day that should be 
overwhelmingly embracing and uplifting. 
Instead, disgust and disrespect intensified, 
followed by a defensive public apology made in a 
Duluth News Tribune article on January 20 — 
which led to even more conflict online. People 
empowered to speak out were either sympathetic 

or angered by Mock’s stupidity, and their 
passionate responses, although understandable, 
were only making a horrible situation worse by 
cyber rubbernecking and even cyberbullying.

It doesn’t take much analysis to realize 
the business’s sign was racist and ridiculous. 
How Global Village proprietor Rachel Mock 
managed to maintain this advertisement for four 
years in such a liberal community baffles me. 
Even more so, this wasn’t just some unknown 
or unpopular place. Global Village has been a 
part of downtown Duluth since 1978, and is a 
common stop for those strolling along Superior 
Street. For the creation of the sign one can point 
to ignorance (since this is clearly a textbook 
definition), or blame it on white privilege, 
carelessness, insensitivity, etc. — digging further 
into factors, trying to find a source and a solution 
for Duluth’s reputation of ridiculous racism that 
tends to go viral. But how should we respond to 
it?

I wish online riots like this weren’t so infectious 
— not because the story shouldn’t be talked 
about, but because of the inflamed commentary 
to follow. But what is social media for if not 
sharing and ranting? Certainly, an example of 
racism on Martin Luther King, Jr. day is the 
perfect opportunity to pound on those keys and 
speak your mind. People should be upset, people 
should react and reflect, evaluate and encourage 
dialogue on sensitive subjects to make them 
not so damn sensitive. However, at the risk of 
sounding hypocritical, I wish instead we could 
try and do some of these things internally and, 
most importantly, in person.

These are not discussions we should be having 
on the threads of Facebook pages or with the 
restriction of 140 characters. Not to discredit 
those who share very thought-provoking, eye-
opening opinions online, but sometimes the 
hype is hard to handle. And on Facebook and 
Twitter, conversation is often more hype and 
less substance. In my case, I get annoyed by 
the overwhelming outrage and end up tuning 
out. Or sometimes I’m so intimidated by the 
intensity, even when I understand it, that I 
choose to opt out of the conversation. Both 
reactions are unproductive without taking this 
into consideration: Sometimes it’s better to 
understand, rather than trying to be understood. 

Social media perpetuates and exacerbates 
situations like this, and no one’s there to mediate 
or see the effects of what is being said. We don’t 
understand the severity of our words, and how 
people are truly reacting to them. We can’t 
see them cry or laugh or drop their jaw. And I 
can’t yet decide if this gives words more or less 
meaning, but it does give all the more power. 
I’m sure Mock and her business will be greatly 
affected by her choice of words and the many, 
many words of others that continue to follow. 

The advantage of social media is that it 
allows for a brighter and faster light to be shed. 
But when you log off and leave the page, the 
conversation should continue. Facebook and 
Twitter allow and encourage us to give our two 
cents with instantaneous reaction. But instead, 
let’s be frugal with our words. They can hurt, 
and like Mock’s words, our words can be just as 
dumb and damaging. 

BY CINDY VU
Columnist

Heavy winter boots with rubber soles and the 
repeated abuse of UMD hoodies seems to be 
the only thing we see these days. Sometimes, it’s 
easy to believe that the horrendous weather has 
robbed us of our fashion sense. But we shouldn’t 
blame the weather for the resulting everyday 
overuse of sweats paired with huge pullovers. As 
much as the negative temperature may prompt 
us to hate being in Minnesota, the sweaters, coats 

and boots in our closet would all beg to differ. 
Winter can actually be somewhat of a blessing 
since it allows us to utilize the many items in 
our closet to make one whole ensemble. We can 
still be trendy while rocking winter-appropriate 
clothes. 

One such way to do this would be layering: a 
famous concept that pops up during this time of 
the year, which is overrated but also underrated 
at the same time. We are constantly told by 
beauty and fashion experts that this is the only 
solution that applies when trying to achieve 
the outfit we desire during winter, without the 
need to wear all black or bland colors. Honestly 
though, nobody has time to throw on a t-shirt, 
cardigan and sweater all under one giant coat — 
not to mention that the bulk can result in over-
layering. It’s a great concept, but it’s often times 
misinterpreted.

Fabric is everything to perfecting the layering 
formula. For a more wearable layering-look that 
won’t bulk up during the school day, it’s best to 
pair shirts and sweaters with different textures. 
That way they won’t cling to each other, and 
the different fabric will create a more dynamic 
duo. The itchiness that can result from those 
big winter knits can be reduced by wearing a 
lightweight undershirt. The polyester feel from 
blouses and button-ups are perfect because the 
smooth texture will keep the skin from irritation. 
A stretch tee will also work for a comfy vibe, 
and throw in some chiffon to amp up a formal 
look. Thermals are also great for layering, but 
since they retain so much natural warmth that 
our bodies produce, lighter cardigans are ideal 
because they’re easily removable. And as cold 
as it may get, avoid the overly-tight tank tops 
because they restrict the skin from breathing. 

But just because the weather restricts our 
outfit decisions doesn’t mean we should give up 

the need to feel dressy once in a while. There 
are ample opportunities during winter to wear 
an item twice, or even more than three times 
without anyone noticing. Nobody is going to 
realize that there’s just one pair of jeans you 
wear everyday out of the 10 that you own, or that 
the sweater you wore for Monday is being worn 
again for Tuesday. 

We can easily reinvent our staple pieces in 
our wardrobe by adding or subtracting; It’s the 
unique benefit of wintertime. Even when all 
options have been exhausted (or so it seems), 
there are always more ways to play out different 
textures and prints and make it seem as if we 
own more clothes than we really do. Make 
regular knit sweaters more interesting by pairing 
them with statement jewelry, like adding a bold 
necklace to a closed neckline. Similarly, prints 
are great to have a small part peeking out from a 
sweater, which can give a new look.

These cold days also allow us to transition our 
fall, summer and spring pieces into an outfit that 
can be worn with tights and a cardigan to school 
on any given day. Take for example the popular 
collar trend: All of those button-up shirts that 
were purchased from the spring season can be 
worn under a sweater with the collar sticking out 
and the sleeves rolled up. It’s instant gratification 
for expanding our closet size without really 
spending a dime on buying more winter wear.

There are probably others out there who are 
hoping for shoes to be able to act as a double 
agent — cozy, yet warm. There hasn’t yet been 
a solution for this, at least not for the people 
living in the Midwest, but that’s where those 
knee-high leather boots come into play. Sandals 
and flats will definitely have to wait for a while, 
but excluding the rubber soles, leather boots 
can never go wrong during this season, even for 
those lazy UMD sweater days.

Social media outrage
How users interact with public controversy 
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Shiva Paintstiks

Buy One
Get One 50%off

Bouquets

$799

Pre-order flowers in the Street 
Level Store or at umdstores.com 

until February 9. Orders are
delivered February 14! 

UMD STORES : January 29 - February 4

umdstores.com : Visit us on Facebook umdstores.com

$399
Single Roses

BARGAIN BOOKS : EXPRESS

$199
and up!

UMD WEAR : STREET LEVEL

25%off

Entire Selection of
Lace-up Hooded
Sweatshirts for
Adult & Youth

STREET LEVEL & EXPRESS

ART DEPT : STREET LEVEL

10%off
Take an 
extra
Clearance-priced 
UMD Wear

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust

Snow is a very handsome 2 and a half year 
old white and black cat. He has wonderfully 
unique eyes, one gold and one blue. He was 
found as a stray on Martin Road and is 
looking for a loving home! Snow has been 
neutered, microchipped, and vaccinated. If 
you would like to visit Snow, please stop by 
Animal Allies in Duluth.

Meet Snow!

Domestic Shorthair  
Black and White
Neutered Male
2 1/2 Years Old

SNOW'S 
ADOPTION FEE: 
$50 + tax 
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BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

The Bulldog men’s hockey team 
could easily have made their New 
Year’s resolution to play more 
hockey, because they’ve now 
pushed four of six regular season 
games into extra minutes since 
January 1.

After a pair of overtime thrill-
ers against Denver, UMD (10-
9-3, 5-6-1-0 NCHC) saw both 
games of the inaugural North 
Star College Cup pushed into 
overtime this weekend. The Bull-
dogs would overcome old WCHA 
rival Minnesota State Mankato 
Friday night before falling to the 
Golden Gophers in a shootout 

during Saturday’s championship 
matchup.

Friday’s game against the Mav-
ericks followed the typical fashion 
of previous games between the 
former WCHA rivals — physical 
and closely matched. 

UMD would strike first as 
defenseman Andy Welinski made 
use of a Maverick’s failed clearing 
attempt, putting a slap shot from 
the blue line past MSU’s Cole 
Huggins.

The Maverick’s would bounce 
back and add two goals of their 
own before the end of the first. 
UMD and MSU would exchange 
goals throughout the rest of regu-
lation to tie the game at 4-4. 

After over four and half minutes 
of overtime hockey, it appeared 

that the game would end in a 
shootout. UMD freshman Alex 
Iafallo, however, had other plans.

The Bulldogs banged away at 
a loose puck in the Maverick’s 
crease, and Iafallo knocked home 
a rebound from the slot with just 
27 seconds left in overtime to send 
the Bulldogs to Saturday’s cham-
pionship matchup.

“It was a big power play, we 
had a good advantage there and 
it was a good break out,” Iafallo 
said. “We just worked hard in 
there knowing it was the last few 
minutes of the game.”

The Minnesota Golden 
Gophers and St. Cloud Huskies 
then took the ice for a chance to 

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

It’s nearly guaranteed that the gold medal for 
women’s hockey will find its way around the neck of 
a Bulldog this February.

With 12 current and former Bulldogs on final ros-
ters for seven of the eight countries competing in 
this year’s Olympics, UMD is set to leave its mark 
on Sochi.

Two of the current Bulldogs who will be taking 
the ice in Russia are Finland’s Tea Villila and Swit-
zerland’s Lara Stalder. 
The pair of Bulldog 
blue liners are Olympic 
rookies, but lead UMD 
in points for defense-
man. 

“Without playing 
here, it would be harder 
to get better because 
this is probably the best 
league in the whole 
world,” Villila said. 
“College hockey is fast 
paced; It’s definitely 
helped me out. I’m hon-
ored to be here and play 
for this league as well. ”

The Hyvinkaa, Fin-
land, native recently 
returned from a trip to 
Germany with the Finn-
ish national team, who 
she will be competing 
with in the next couple 
of weeks. Now that her 
Finnish teammates are more familiar, Villila looks 
forward to playing against plenty of former team-
mates come February.

“It’s going to be fun with all the players that have 
graduated from here, it’s kind of like playing against 
your friends too,” she said.

Both Villila and Stalder left last week for a five 
week stint to join their respective teams. 

UMD’s head coach knows a little something 
about the Olympic tournament, as Shannon Miller 
coached the Canadian women’s team to a silver 
medal in 1988 — the same team assistant coach 

Freshman forward Kyle Osterberg scored a clutch short-handed goal in Friday’s semifinal game at the 
North Star College Cup to send the Bulldogs into overtime. MATTHEW CHRISTIANS/SUBMITTED.

Men’s hockey takes second in 
inaugural North Star College Cup

Bulldogs hit 
the ice for 2014 
Sochi Olympics

Tea Villila left last 
Thursday to join 
the Finnish national 
team for the 2014 
Winter Olympics. UMD 
ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Men struggle through close games at Romano
BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

One by one, the team slowly filed 
out, and Reetz summed up the 
weekend as he stepped outside the 
locker room Saturday night.

“We gave away two wins,” Reetz 
said. “We needed those two wins 
and we gave them away. We need to 
start finishing games and stop falling 
apart.”

The bittersweet home cooking the 
UMD Bulldogs (7-11, 5-9 NSIC) have 
been experiencing earlier this season is 
starting to turn sour. UMD started the 
season 6-0 at home, but a pair of close 
decisions has the team in disbelief on 
its home floor. 

Minnesota State Moorhead sneaked 
out with a 76-71 victory Friday, and 
Northern State followed suit Saturday 
holding on to an 80-78 win. Senior 
guard Jordan Reetz averaged 26.5 
points and eight rebounds over the 
weekend, but UMD failed to close out 
a tight game.

 Jordan Riewer and Aaron Lien 
provided some clutch offense down 
the stretch to hand UMD its 76-71 
defeat. Riewer hit a three-pointer to 

give the Dragons a 70-69 lead with 
1:52 left, and the Dragons outscored 
the Bulldogs 14-3 in the final three 
minutes. Riewer and Lien combined 
for 12 of those 14 points.

Saturday featured a similar result. 
The Wolves and Bulldogs changed 

leads nine times and were tied on 10 
different occasions. The latest came 
with 1:19 left, before Carter Evans 
knocked down a foul shot to complete 
a three-point play that put Northern 
State up one. Trent Zomer buried a 
three-point jumper with 25 seconds 
left to extend the lead to 79-75.

However, UMD had their chance 
to force overtime trailing 80-77. Reetz 
was fouled from behind the arc with 
two seconds left. 

“We were looking for any quick shot 
off a drive and kick,” Reetz said. “I 
got the ball to Peter (Crawford) on the 
wing and they doubled him. They left 
me open so I got it back, loaded up to 
shoot and, luckily, got fouled on my 
shot.” 

Reetz, an 86 percent shooter at the 
line, made one of the first two attempts. 
The final try went off the back iron 
intentionally, but the Bulldogs couldn’t 
use it to their advantage.

“Our kids are really working hard,” 
head coach Matt Bowen said. “They’re 
giving everything they have. We are 
making too many mental errors down 
the stretch to allow us to pull games 
out. We are extremely inexperienced 

and undersized. It’s no fault to their 
effort; We just haven’t learned how to 
pull out games yet.”

UMD stays at home to play a pair 
of south division foes, Augustana and 
Wayne State, this weekend.

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

It hasn’t a been a pleasant start to a crucial home stand for the Bulldogs after they 
dropped the first two games of a four-game homestand at Romano Gym.  

Morgan Zabel scored a career-high 26 points to propel Minnesota State Moor-
head to a 75-70 come-from-behind victory, and Alison Kusler knocked down 24 
points for Northern State to complete a 70-59 rally over the Bulldogs. Junior guard 
Danielle Flood led the Bulldogs with a combined 34 points on the weekend.

UMD saw double-digit first-half leads vanish in both games. 
Leading by as much as 12 in the opening half, the Bulldogs let their lead slip 

away in the closing minutes to the Dragons. Zabel found Meghan Roehrich in the 
corner to gave Moorhead a 69-68 lead. On the next possession, Roehrich returned 
the favor to Zabel on a backdoor cut to go up three, sealing the game.

see WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, B2

Second halves go 
wrong for Bulldogs

Northern State’s Paige Waytashek helped the Wolves dominate the 
second half of Saturday’s game, coming back from behind to beat the 
Bulldogs. DANIEL BADHWA/STATESMAN.

UMD Junior Reece Zoelle gets fouled as he drives to the rim in the heart-
breaking loss to Northern State.  DANIEL BADHWA/STATESMAN.

see MEN’S HOCKEY, B2 see OLYMPICS, B2
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CollectorsConnectionDuluth.com

218-726-1360
Heroclix

Action FIgures

 Challenge our Pinball Games!

Most only .25/play

say “hi”

to Tim

Dungeons & Dragons

visit

HOURS 

in  Village  Square  Mall

2322  Mtn.  Shadow  Dr.
Duluth  MN  55811

Next  to  Disc  Go  Round

Mon-Thurs noon-8pm 
Fri noon-9pm  

Sat 10am-7pm   Sun closed

Bulldog
Lobby Day

Thursday,
March 6, 2014

BY ANDREW BUNTROCK
Volunteer Writer

Bulldogs track and field traveled 
down to Minneapolis for the 
Northwestern Open, hosted by the 
University of Minnesota, on Jan. 18. 

Junior Chanel Miller finished second 
in long jump with a distance of 5.41 
meters and fourth in the 60-meter 
hurdles with a time of 8.97 seconds. 
Junior Amelia Maher finished second 
in the high jump with a height of 1.66 
meters, Junior Jennifer Hitchcock 
finished fourth in the women’s weight 
throw with a distance of 15.89 meters, 

and Junior Erin Pangerl finished fourth 
in the 60-meter dash with a time of 
8.07 seconds.

On the men’s side of the meet, 
Senior Bulldog runner Cole Toepfer 
was named NSIC Track Athlete of 
the Week after having an impressive 
mile time of 4 minutes, 15.6 seconds, 
which is currently the best of any NSIC 
runner this season. Senior Chris Wilson 
finished fourth in the 800-meter dash 
with a time of 1 minute, 56.7 seconds, 
Senior Tyler Stevens took seventh in 
the 800-meter dash with a time of 1 
minute, 57.5 seconds, and Junior Phil 
d’Entremont placed seventh in the 
400-meter dash with a time of 51.5 
seconds.

face off against the Bulldogs later that 
evening, a game the Gophers won 4-1.

Saturday night presented another 
big rivalry game as the two Division I 
University of Minnesota system schools 
took the ice for an intense champion-
ship battle.

Just over halfway through the open-
ing frame, a 39-second scoring spree 
would put the Bulldogs up 2-1. After 
Kyle Rau tossed in a rebound, Caleb 
Herbert and Austin Farley answered 
back only 21 seconds apart to give the 
Bulldogs the lead. Minnesota’s Nate 
Condon would even the score  to end 
the period. 

A scoreless but physical second period 
would see six penalties called, including 
a five-minute major and a game mis-
conduct to Gopher Ben Marshall for 
making contact with Farley’s head on a 
hit at the blue line. 

The third period would would see 
another burst of scoring as each team 

would add two goals to end the period 
4-4. One goal was from Farley, his 
third goal of the weekend, which he 
said was gratifying after the hit he took 

from Marshall.
“I was really happy inside after that 

one to help our team and because of 
that hit,” Farley said.

Though the game would count as a 
tie for standings, the first ever North 
Star College Cup Championship would 
be decided in a shootout.

Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, 
Gopher goalie Adam Wilcox came up 
with two big saves to stop Iafallo and 
Herbert. Minnesota’s Seth Ambroz and 
Kyle Rau would both score to win the 
shootout for the Gophers.

While UMD coach Scott Sandelin 
said he was disappointed the tourna-
ment had to end in a shootout, he had a 
positive outlook on the weekend overall.

“That was a lot of fun actually. I 
thought both teams played hard, prob-
ably deserved to end in a tie. It’s always 
tough to end in a shootout, it would have 
been nice to keep playing. But overall I 
think it was a great game and I thought 
our team played well from the start, 
and hopefully we can continue that.”

Laura Schuler played on. 
“We have different conversations, 

it’s kind of up to them to come talk to 
me,”Miller said. “Sometimes it’s just 
in those 20 second exchanges, but I 
wouldn’t say we’ve had a real heart-to-
heart.

“Obviously it’s really exciting, we’re 
the most global team on the planet,” 
said Miller. “I hope the community of 
Duluth is really proud when they watch 
the Olympics on TV to know that 
they’ve got former Bulldogs playing on 
7 of the 8 (women’s hockey) teams.”

UMD will be represented by Cana-
da, the United States, Russia, Finland, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Germany, 
making Japan the only contender with-
out a former Bulldog on the roster.

Some other recent former Bulldogs 
that will be playing in this year’s Olym-
pics are Pernilla Winberg of Sweden 
and Alexandra Vafina of Russia, who 
both laced up with the Bulldogs last 
season. Caroline Ouellette, who played 
for UMD from the 2003 to 2005 sea-
sons, was recently named captain of 
Team Canada where she will play 
alongside other former Bulldogs Joce-
lyne Larocque and Haley Irwin. Team 
USA will have a Bulldog influence in 
Julie Chu, a now four-time Olympian, 
who spent the 2008 season as an assis-
tant captain for UMD as well.

While the games will be well repre-
sented by former and current Bulldog 
athletes, those staying 
behind look forward to 
cheering on the Olympi-
ans.

“It’s my first year having actually 
known the girls associated with UMD 
that are playing,” said current UMD 
captain Jamie Kenyon. “Before you 
knew of the players, but know it will 
be fun having so many girls I’ve skated 
with on the team.”

The women’s hockey competition 
will begin on February 8th, when both 
Villila and Stalder will start their pre-
liminary competition in Sochi with 
their respective teams.

Women’s basketball
On Saturday, Northern State ral-

lied on a 23-4 run just after halftime to 
delete an eight-point deflect. From then 
on, Northern State took over the game. 

Execution in the second half has been 
subpar for UMD. The Bulldogs shot a 
combined 33 percent in the second half 
of both games, while opponents shot 64 
percent.

The season has been full of compli-
cations.

Earlier in the year, senior starters 
Hannah Rutten and Katerina New-

man were both out with injuries. UMD 
has fought to be slightly above the .500 
mark in the conference, but recently, 
they have stumbled to a 6-8 record 
with their four-game losing streak. 

Now, they are on the verge of an 
uphill battle to reclaim a first-round 
home playoff game in the conference 
tournament.

Next week doesn’t get any easier. 
The Bulldogs finish out the back half 
of their homestand hosting Augustana 
Friday and No. 12 Wayne State Satur-
day.

Women’s 
hockey 
blanks on 
weekend 
against #2 
Wisconsin
BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

Despite a strong team effort, 
the under-manned Bulldogs team 
couldn’t  convert in Madison this 
weekend.

UMD went 0-2 against the Wis-
consin Badgers, snapping a six-
game unbeaten streak dating back to 
December 13th.

The Badgers have had UMD’s 
number all season, having both tied 
and beaten the Bulldogs (11-10-5, 
9-8-5-3 WCHA) earlier this season at 
Amsoil Arena. However, his weekend  
ended in no points for UMD. Junior 
Jenna McParland and sophomore 
Hannah Bramm took turns on the 
blue line over the weekend in their 
teammates’s absence.

Saturday was the first game the 
Bulldogs would play without top 
defenders Lara Stalder and Tea Vil-
lila, who left to join their respec-
tive national teams for the Olympic 
Games. 

“It’s really excited to have those 
girls out playing in the games,” senior 
captain Jamie Kenyon said. “To have 
them playing for their country in such 
a huge event like that is just so cool, 
and I know that both of them are 
really excited.”

The Badgers opened the scoring 
with a power-play goal from Blayre 
Turnbull, her 12th goal of the sea-
son, to put the Bulldogs behind ear-
ly. Teammate Rachel Jones added a 
second goal less than three minutes 
before time expired in the first period.

The Badger power play went to 
work again in the second as Brittany 
Ammerman added her 17th goal of 
the year to put a commanding 3-0 
lead over the Bulldogs. 

Team captain Jamie Kenyon wasn’t 
going to let her Bulldogs go out qui-
etly, however. She shot a pass from 
Katerina Mrázová through Badger 
goalie Alex Rigsby for the Bulldog’s 
lone goal five minutes into the third. 
It was her team-leading 12th goal of 
the season and ties her with McPar-
land for points with 25. 

Sunday’s game would end much 
like Friday’s, only this time the Bull-
dog’s would be left scoreless. 

The Bulldogs penalty kill, which 
struggled over the weekend as a whole, 
allowed a first period tally from Erika 
Sowchuk late in the first after UMD 
goaltender Kayla Black was called for 
roughing.

The Badgers added their second 
and final goal with five minutes left 
to play in the third period on a goal 
from Sarah Nurse.

Black was solid in net over the 
weekend despite the scores, allowing 
only 5 goals on 75 total shots, giving 
her a .933 save percentage.

“I think it was a pretty good week-
end,” Kenyon said of the weekend. 
“Obviously it’s hard when you’re 
missing two big people like that, but 
it’s a big step for us in the next five 
weeks that they’re going to be gone.”

UMD will face off against WCHA 
rival Bemidji State next weekend, 
hoping to get back in the win column. 

Captain Jamie Kenyon scored UMD’s 
lone goal this weekend against the 
Badgers while her team struggled to 
keep up without their top two defend-
ers. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED.

Continued from B1

Men’s hockey

Freshman defensive phenom Lara 
Stalder is the youngest Bulldog to 
make her Olympic debut at only 
19. UMD ATHLETICS/SUBMITTED

Track and Field

Continued from B1

Olympics

Continued from B1
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Volunteer group from UMD captures the moment at a rescue center in Costa Rica SUBMITTED

“

“

You’re seeing 
more of a family 

affair here, 
but the resorts 
have made it 

easier for that to 
happen.

BY KELLEN ALBRECHT
Health and Outdoors Reporter

The winter season is in full 
swing, and with it comes the 
familiar sight of small shacks 
clustered together on the ice of 
Lake of the Woods (LOW).

Even though the vast 
majority of LOW is in Canada, 
it is still widely regarded as one 
of the top fishing destinations 
in all of Minnesota, especially 
in the heart of winter. In fact, 
according to Game & Fish 
magazine, LOW ranks as 
one of the twelve best lakes 
in the entire state. When you 
have over 10,000 to choose 
from, that’s doing pretty darn 
well. Resorts along both the 
Minnesota and Canadian 
borders offer the best fishing 
you’ll find anywhere, and very 

rarely does it disappoint.
What exactly drives people 

to LOW often remains a 
mystery to those who have 
never taken a trip up north to 
try it. But, with the thousands 
of fisherman that make 
the trek daily, there must 
be some commonality that 
drives anglers into the frigid 
northern air. According to 
the Department of Natural 
Resources recent 5-year 
survey, LOW averages 1.5 
million angler hours during the 
months of December through 
March when ice fishing is at its 
peak.

Thus, there must be some 
substantiation to the claim 
made by LOW’s given 
namesake: The Walleye 
Capital of the World. 
According to the DNR’s 2012 
catch survey, the walleye 
population’s average number 
of fish caught per net was even 

higher than the long-term 
abundance (18.9 in 2012 versus 
14.8 long-term). Undoubtedly, 
even the most amateur angler 

can sense the appeal of landing 
multiple 20-plus inch walleye 
on any given day.

In addition to the high 
walleye population, LOW 
is also renowned for the 
abundant variety of fish you 
can catch, if you wish to do so. 

LOW has become a hotspot 
for sauger, perch and northern 
pike, as well as other less 
commonly talked about fish 
such as tullibee and burbot.

However, much of the 
appeal of LOW is not only 
the fish you catch. There is 
something to be said about 
the enjoyment one can receive 
from simply spending several 
hours together with either their 
family or with a few friends 
watching your bobber, playing 
cards, and conversing. LOW 
has revamped much of their 
experience now to not only 
provide spectacular fishing for 
the hardcore angler, but also 
to provide a social atmosphere 
for family and fisherman alike.

According to Mike Henry, 
executive director of Lake of 
the Woods Tourism, in an 
interview with the St. Cloud 
Times, “You’re seeing more 
of a family affair here, but the 

resorts have made it easier for 
that to happen,” Henry said. 
“You can still bring portables, 
cook your own meals and get 
by on a modest budget, or you 
can walk out of a heated resort, 
to heated transportation, to 
a heated fish house with the 
holes already drilled.”

Says one UMD student, 
“We started going to Lake of 
the Woods when I was young, 
as a family to spend time 
together. To this day we keep 
going back because it is a tra-
dition we have always had, 
and we’ve never considered 
going anywhere else for our 
yearly ice fishing trip.”

So whether you are going 
to attempt to slay the big one, 
or just looking for a place to 
spend time with a few of your 
buddies or family, give LOW 
a go. Odds say that it will 
definitely be a trip that you 
will remember for a lifetime.

Bulldog Q&ABulldog Q&A
by Maeggie Licht

:

“I hung out with friends 
and went skiing. I love winter 
sports, and we live in a great 
state for it.” —Dan Arbuck-
le, freshman business manage-
ment major.

“I went to my grandma’s 
house for two weeks, spent time 
with family and got to see my 
cousin from Germany. The 
most fun thing we did was go 
to the casino with the whole 
family.” —Sadie Knudson, 
freshman international studies 
major.

What’s the best thing you did over break?

BY SAMUEL STROM
International Reporter

Most UMD students spent win-
ter break at home. Some were lucky 
enough to vacation somewhere warm. 
But a group of 11 UMD students and 
two professors have us all beat.

Led by Associate Professor of Anthro-
pology David Syring and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Civic Engagement 
Michelle Hargrave, the group spent 
most of winter break volunteering in El 
Silencio, a small town in Costa Rica. 
Not only did the group get to escape 
the frozen tundra that is Duluth, they 
participated in service learning oppor-
tunities, lived with host families and 
had the experience of a lifetime.

“We weren’t tourists there,” said 
Syring. “We were there to really learn 
what it’s like to live in another culture, 
to contribute to the well-being of a 
community that we are visitors in.”

The group arrived in San Jose where 

they took Spanish classes and met each 
other for the first time. A week later, 
the group left the city and headed into 
the rainforest.  

El Silencio is located on the Pacific 
Coast on what used to be a banana 
plantation. According to stories told by 
the people of El Silencio, the land was 
to be sold in the 1970s. The people of 
El Silencio petitioned the Costa Rican 
government and eventually won claim 
to the land. 

“It’s a story of revolution in some 
sense,” said Syring. “But it’s also a story 
of productive use of the land,” he add-
ed, citing a newly-created palm planta-
tion for oil palms.

According to ticotimes.net, Costa 
Rica is ranked second in the world for 
environmental sustainability, which 
was a major reason Hargrave and 
Syring wanted to take students there.

Hargrave said one of the goals 
of the trip was to make it an active 
participatory experience instead of a 

tourist trip. To do this, the students 
helped out with projects such as 
building benches and stairs, painting, 
working at a dairy farm and doing 
other physical work. 

In working with the citizens of El 
Silencio, the students learned about the 
people and culture of the agricultural 
cooperative, including the political, 
social and economic aspects of the 
community, something that Hargrave 
said they might not have learned simply 
as tourists.

Erica Strom said she liked how close-
knit the community was as a whole. 
She said that families would leave their 
doors open and people would come and 
go throughout the day. But for some, 
simply communicating with their host 
family proved difficult.   

“When we went out to El Silencio 
the rule was ‘solamente Espanol,’ so 
you could only speak in Spanish,” said 
Caitlin Nielson.

The 11 students were put in groups of 

two to live with host families. This left 
Nielson as the odd one out.

Armed with only high school 
Spanish class and the classes she took 
in San Juan, communicating with her 
host family involved more gestures 
than speaking. 

“The hardest part about not knowing 
Spanish was I wanted to ask my family 
so many questions,” said Nielson. She 
added that she bonded with her family 
through Honey Boo Boo, and plans to 
keep in touch with them.

“It’s good to get out of your comfort 
zone,” said Brooke Wetmore when 
asked what she is going to take away 
from the trip. “You’re going to have 
experiences like none other if you get 
yourself out of your comfort zone.” 

“My hope,” said Syring, “is that 
we’ve created an experience for (the 
students) that will open the top of your 
heads and the bottom of your hearts to 
what it’s like to live in another place.”

UMD students serve in Costa Rica

Lake of the Woods: remote but popular
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the men of Cirque de Zuma Zuma strategically 
climb each other while the center man walks 
around in a circle at the amazement of the crowd. 
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

by JoHn FaHnEnstIEl
Staff Reporter

Marshall Performing Arts Center 
(MPAC) welcomed Cirque de Zuma 
Zuma, an African-style Cirque du 
Soleil last Friday, Jan. 24th. Although 
most students had only heard of the 
event through word-of-mouth and 
posters, a line had already formed 
before doors opened, and MPAC was 
nearly packed to capacity when the 
show started.

Sophomore Austin Monsrud, Kir-
by Program Board Variety Chair of 
Special Events and organizer for Fri-
day’s performance, was pleased with 
attendance. “We filled probably 400 
(seats),” he said. MPAC capacity is 
around 500 according to Monsrud.

 And those who came were 
thoroughly entertained. “I loved it,” 
said Senior Laura Temme. “They had 
so much energy and it was so much fun 
to watch.” Zuma performers onstage 
regularly cued audience members, 
eliciting whoops, whistles and cheers 
from their newfound fans.

Senior Kaila Formanek agreed with 
Temme’s assessment. “It was amaz-

ing,” Formanek said. “They had really 
good humor throughout the whole 
thing too.” Formanek’s favorite part 
was watching one of the performers 
stack and then climb chairs to a height 
of fifteen or twenty feet. “To see the 
sweat dripping from his body and how 
he kept talking to the audience and 
acting throughout (the set) was amaz-
ing.”

Many of the sets were solo acts, but 
a few required the majority of Zuma 
Zuma’s cast. For the show’s open-
ing, eight men dressed in zebra-print 
outfits performed acrobatic feats like 
backflips and human pyramids in 
unison. At one point the eight were 
interlocked, stacked almost twenty 
feet high, and all supported by a single 
man. “That guy in the middle must be 
so strong,” UMD senior Katlyn Moser 
said after the show. “The sheer athleti-
cism those people had was incredible,” 
she added.

Another fan favorite was the con-
tortionist, a woman named Fresela 
from Ethiopia. “I’ve never seen a con-
tortionist before,” said Moser. “It was 
insane. I can’t even touch my toes.” At 
one point, Fresela made her feet dance 

in front of her face while 
her chin was solidly on 
the ground. Temme sec-
onded Moser’s approval 
of Fresela. “There were 
times I didn’t know 
which way her head was 
supposed to be,” Temme 
said. “It was awesome.”

Despite her effort-
less performance, Fre-
sela’s inhuman flexibil-
ity comes through hard 
work. When asked how 
she got so flexible, she 
said, “I practice. I stretch 
for four hours per day.” 
Fellow performer Brooke 
from Madagascar, who performed 
the stacked chair-climbing routine, 
drills just as diligently. “Sometimes 
(we practice) four hours, two times per 
day,” Brooke said.

Earlier in the day, Monsrud had 
been concerned about attendance on 
account of the weather, which had put 
the entire show in jeopardy. “The big-
gest obstacle was the weather today, 
because (Cirque de Zuma Zuma) was 
flying in from Las Vegas,” he said. 

The Zuma Zuma crew was delayed, 
and landed just hours before their 7 
p.m. showtime. But everything worked 
out even better than Monsrud had 
hoped.  

“The turnout was great,” he added. 
And those 400 in the audience enjoyed 
the show from start to finish. “ I was 
kind of terrified at times fearing for 
(the performers’) safety, but knowing 
that they knew what they were doing,” 
said Temme. “So cool and impressive.”

Cirque de Zuma Zuma wows UMD

by aPrIll EMIG
emigx005@d.umn.edu

The throbbing music could be heard from the 
hall, but the action in the ballroom was hidden 
behind a balloon-covered faux-wall. A few curious 
students tried to take a peek inside only to discover 
they’d have to purchase a ticket — no exceptions. 
They quickly left the ballroom in search of other 
adventures. 

The festivity taking place was UMD’s first annual 
Yule Ball hosted by the Quiddich Club.  Though 
the team officially joined campus at the beginning 
of fall semester, they decided to go all-out for their 
first event.  

“The idea has been here since the beginning of 
the year,” said Melanie Schmidt, president of the 
Quiddich Club. “But the last three weeks of fall 
semester were full of hardcore planning.”

The Yule Ball originated in the Harry Potter series 
but has been hosted at various colleges, including 

the Twin Cities campus.
“A lot of the Quiddich Team members went to the 

(Twin Cities campus) for their Yule Ball to get some 
ideas,” said Isaac Wass, a member of the Quiddich 
Club,  “And to have some fun, of course.”

Schmidt was one of the attendees, and while she 
certainly had fun at their Yule Ball, she also learned 
what not to do. “It was a bit plain,” she said.  “We 
really wanted to promote this thing and go big, 
which meant decorations.”

In an effort to go all out, the Quiddich Club 
handmade many of the decorations.  There was a 
winter background with props like sparkling beards 
for photographs. Tall tables held candles with blue 
flames. A large centerpiece made out of large, glow-
ing blue blocks sat on a banquet table full of snacks, 
courtesy of UMD Catering.

But the decor was not the only immacculate com-
ponent of the ball — everyone in attendance was 
wearing formal attire. Like a high school prom, but 
classier.

“Me and some friends went to get our hair done, 

and the stylist asked if we were going to prom.  Um, 
no. I’m a senior in college — it’s much bigger than 
prom!” said Schmidt.

All the fanfare didn’t come cheap, though. 
Because the Quiddich Club is new to UMD, they 
had very limited funds to host the Yule Ball.

“A lot of it was out of pocket,” said Schmidt.  
“We’re hoping to at least break even from the ticket 
sales.”

But she doesn’t regret putting her own money into 
it.  

“We want our story to live on,” said Schmidt.  
 Though she will be graduating this spring, 

she hopes the Yule Ball will only get bigger.  The 
Quiddich Club promoted it as the first annual Yule 
Ball, which highlights their plan for more to come.

Schmidt hopes their efforts have paid off; the 
decor is an investment for future Yule Balls so they 
can continue to grow. She wants UMD students to 
know that it’s more than just a school dance.

“Spectacle. That’s how you know you’re experi-
encing a Yule Ball.”

Quiddich Club hosts first annual Yule Ball
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