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Extension Committee Members 

Left; Donnel E . Frederickson, Mur
dock, Chairman . Farms 840 
acres in Hayes and Gilcrist 
townships. 

Center: Mrs . J o seph S . Pothen, Mur
dock, Member - at-Large. 
Husband Joe farms 240 acres 
in Dublin township. 

Right: Mrs. Herman Carstens, Ap
pleton, Second District Mem
ber. Son Kenneth farms in 
Fairfield township. 

Right : Mrs. Ernest Young, Benson, Fourth 
District Member. Husband Ernest 
farms 680 acres in Cashel and 
Swenoda townships. 

Left: Roy Anderson, Benson, Third District 
Member. Farms 280 acres in Benson 
township, serves on county ASC com
mittee. 

L eft: 

William D . Shores, Murdock, 
Fifth District Member. Farms 
720 acres in Hayes and Kildare 
townships. 

Lawrence W . Rois, Benson, Third 
District Member . Farms 280 acres 
in Torning township. 

Right: Arthur E . Nelson, Benson, Secre 
tary . ls Swift County Auditor. 

Left : Clarence Kirgues, Appleton, Vice 
Chairman. Farms 560 acres~ 
Edison township. 
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Benson, Minne so ta 
May 1961 

To: Families in Swift County: 

Over a year and a half ago the Extension Committee and 
county agents decided to study the problems of Swift County . 

This bookl et is a result of many hours of work by people 
in all our townships . These people were chosen to represent 
their section of the county . T he general committees first met 
in J anuar y , 1960. The fo ur br oad a r eas studies were (1) youth, 
(2 ) family living, (3 ) community development, and (4 ) farm bus
iness . Over 100 people participated. E ach subcommittee met 
at least four times. 

Factual information was obtained from the U . S . Farm Cen
sus, Minnesota Crop and Livestock Reporting Service , county 
recor d s, and " A History of Swift County" by Stanley Holte 
Anonsen (1 929 ). 

T his report shoul d help ou r people become familiar with 
the resou r ces and opportunities in Swift County. Moreover, it 
should aid the E xtension C ommittee in deve l oping effective pro
grams to meet the problems of the 1960's . 

We, as a committee, wish to thank everyone who helped 
p r epar e this stud y . 

S ince r ely, 

SWIFT CO UNTY EX T ENSION COMMITTEE 

Don Frederickson Mrs . Ernest Young 

R oy And e r son Mrs . J oe Pothen 

Clarence Kirgues Wm . Sho r es 

Mr s . He rman C arstens L aw r ence Rois 

A r thur E. Ne l son 
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Cooperative Extension Work 

Cooperative Extension work in o ur county b egan w h e n Alfred 
Carlstad, the first agent, was employe d in 19 1 2 . Sinc e then, 
there were many long pe r iods when the co unty w as w ithout a n 
agent . In 1933 H . W . Soderburg came to a dmini s t er t h e go vern
ment programs of that era and the co unty had age nt s fr o m t hen 
on. The first home agent w a s M a rion P ie r son who c ame in 1946. 
At present there are four peopl e on t he staff : county agricultural 
agent, home agent, assistan t a g ric ultural a ge nt, and office s ec 
retar y . 

T he county agents have fede ral a ppo intme nts from the U. S. 
Department of Agric ultur e a nd a r e s taff membe r s of the Uni 
versity of M innesot a. T he three units of gove rnment -- co unty, 
state , and fede r a l -- c ontribute to t he County Extens i on Se rvice. 
T herefore , i t is offi c ially known as the Coope rative E xtension 
Service. 

The C ounty E x t e n s i on Committee p l a n s and dir e cts the lo 
cal p r ogr a m . I t cons i s t s of nine m e mbe rs . The staff of the 
co unty agent ' s office provide s informa tion to the peopl e thr ough 
mee tings , tour s , tra ining s ess ions, d e m onstrations , bulletins , 
r a dio, ne w spap e r s , TV, and fa r m and home visits . 
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Other 
services 

THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 

U.S. Deportment 
of Agriculture 

University of 
Minnesota 

County Boord 
of Commissioners 

Federal Extension Insti tute of 
Servi ce Agriculture 

Other 
divisions 

Othe r 
servi ces 

State Extension County Exte nsion 
Service Committee 

County Cooperati ve Extens ion Service 
in 

Agriculture and Home Economics 
Programs for Youth ond Adu lts 

The Agricultural Extension Service is a 
cooperative undertaking of the federal 
government through the USDA , the state 
government through the University of 
Minnesota and the counties. 



County Extens ion Staff 

.J, 
Te aching Methods 

I 

Dire ct Contacts 
with P e ople 

..-----'' L_ "" ---~ 
Office Fie ld 

Office calls 

Tele phone calls 

Ne wspaper arti cles 

Farm visits 

Home visits 

P e rsonal 
c ontacts 

P ersonal le tte rs Ope n m e etings 

New s pape r columns 4-H m eetings 

Radio Achi evement 
days 

T e l e vision County fairs 

Bulletins 

Visual aids 

Farm and home 
d ev e lopment 

Demons tr a ti.on 
plots 

'1.-
Indirect Contacts 
with P e ople 

- J ,__( -~ 
~ "' Formal Groups 

Home council 
Homemaker groups 

4 -H Leaders Council 
4-H Clubs 

Commodity groups 

Farm Manageme nt 
Associations 

DHIA Associations 

Crop Improveme nt 
Association 

Commercial groups 

County fair 
Farm organizations 

Governmental 
agencies 

Wormal Groups 

Committees 

Forums 

Institutes 

Demonstration 
meetings 

Camps 

Tours 

Leader training 
meetings 

Special meetings 

County Exte nsion staff teaching methods . 

':' A formal group refe rs generally to one that has organ 
ization forms such as articles of incorporation and by -laws, 
or a constitution, or has a fair l y long history. An informal 
group r e fers mor e to one formed for a specific purpose and 
is usually discontinued when the assignment is complete d . 



Farm and Home Situation 

Swift County was originally a par t of Chippewa County . Al
though records are incomplete as to when the division was made, 
it occurre d in the l ate 18 60's or early 1870' s . The first settlers 
were Anders and Daniel P eter Broberg of Hayes Township in 
1861. This family was l ate r massacred by Indians. The next 
records show th:at an Ole Homme filed a claim in 1865. A year 
later a Norwegian settlement began in Camp L ake . Groups then 
moved in along Pomme de Ter r e and C hippewa Rivers . In 1876 
grasshoppers came in droves out of the west, destroying nearly 
all crops . They hit again the follo w ing year but with less severe 
damage. By 1900 Swift County was wheat country . About 163, 542 
acres we r e grown ave r aging 12. 2 bushel per acre . Since then 
wheat declined and corn became king . 

The commun ities of. Kerkhoven and Benson grew with the 
railroad. For a time Benson was a t the end of the railroad and, 
thus, was a boom town. Appl eton, a site of a fl o ur mill, pros 
pered in that area. Swift Falls was also a prosperous mill city. 
De Graff and Clontarf were settled with predominantly Irish peo
ple through the efforts of Bishop Ire l and. 

Popul ation g r ew from about 60 0 in 187 0 to 7, 472 in 1900 . 
Then and today our people consist of many extractions: Norwe
gian, German, Irish, Swedish, F rench, Bohemian, English, 
Welsh, Danish, P olish, Scottish, Swiss, etc . 

Table 1. P opulation trends in Swift County 

Loc a tion 1930 1940 1950 196 0 

Appl eton 1, 625 1, 877 2,256 2, 17 2 
Benson 2,095 2, 729 3 , 398 3,678 
Clontarf 180 230 206 139 
Danvers 177 184 1 62 132 
De Graff 274 291 27 0 196 
Holloway 2 69 286 264 242 
Ke rkhoven 553 607 664 645 
Murdock 326 334 393 38 1 

Town 5,499 6, 538 7' 61 3 7, 585 
Rur a l 9, 5 62 9,265 8, 617 7, 585 

Total ls;-ot;T 15,803 lb,230 15, 170 

The first Swift County school district was organized in 
January, 1871 at the first county co1nmissioners 1 meeting . At 
the pre·sent t ime there a r e 34 districts and five independent 
districts operating . C onsolidation of districts has been accom
plishe d in Kerkhoven, Murdock , and Appleton areas. Due to 
consolidation, 19 rur a l school s are closed and their students 
attend town schools . 
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The Swift County public school system is compos ed of five 
high schools and five graded and 34 ungraded elementar y schools. 
High schools are located at Appleton, Holloway, Benson, Mur
dock, and Kerkhoven . In 1960 there were 1, 252 students en~ 
rolled. All high schools offer a full preparatory cu rric ulu1n and 
commercial course. Some also provide vocational training and 
the Appleton and Kerkhoven high schools have vocational agri 
cultural departments. At four of these schools - - Appleton, 
Benson, Murdock, and Kerkhoven - - home economics and in
dustrial arts programs are also offered. 

The five graded elementary schools are loc ate d in Appleton, 
Holloway, Benson, Murdock, and Ke rkhoven. Their enrollment 
in 1960 was 2, 105 students . Thirty-four ungraded elementary 
schools served 9 00 students in 1960. Three of the se schools are 
located in Danvers, Clontarf, and De Graff and the re st a r e rura l 
schools . 

The St. Francis Catholic grade school in Benson is the 
only parochial school in Swift County. It had 194 students in 
1960 . 

T he recent opening of the University of Minne sota-Morris 
will help provide e du cation for many who otherwise could not 
have attended college . This new branch fills a s e rious void in 
higher education in the we st central area . 

The Agricultural Industry is the only industry in Swift 
County of any importance. Dairy cattle, feeding cattl e , hogs, 
sheep, and poultry offer the best opportunity for farmers. 

Some organizations have been organized to promote indus
try in the county . Most of the development will have to be in 
agricultural business lines . 

The number of farms in the county, according to prelim
inary figur es from the 1959 U. S. Farm C ensus, was 1, 670 --
53 l e ss than in 1954. Average farm size is now 265. 7 acres 
compared to 256. 6 acres in 1954, 245 acres in 1950, 241 acres 
in 1940, and 242. 5 acres in 1930. 

Table 2. Tenure on Swift County farms 

Farm tenure group 

Farm operators 
Average age 

1940'~ 

1, 876 

1950 

1,849 

Tenants 892 604 
Full owners 621 828 
Part owners 625 415 
Managers 1 2 
Proportion of tenancy 47. 5 32. 7 

1954 

1, 723 
45.8 

530 
760 
429 

4 
30.8 

>!c Change in reporting affects 1940 totals only. 
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1959 

1,670 
46.9 

472 
763 
427 

8 
28.3 



Table 3 . Farms by income groups in Swift County 

Income group 1940 1950 1959 
:::!< $ 2,, 499 1, 351 204 125 

$ 2, 500 - $ 3,999 337 338 1 
$ 2, 500 - $ 4,999 285 
$ 4, 000 - $ 5, 999 126 434 
$ 5, 000 - $ 9,999 630 
$ 6, 000 - $ 9.999 37 567 
$10,000 - up · 8 306 431 

~"' Change in method of r eporting makes direct comparisons 
impossible . 

TRANSPORTAT ION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Railroad, freight, and passenger service is good in all 
communities . The Great Northern R ailroad is the main line . 
Appleton is also served by the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, 
and Pacific Railroad and by a branch line of the Great Northern. 

Greyhound lines runs adequate bus routes through the coun
ty to all villages . Numerous truck and van lines carry freight 
and livestock to and from the county. All communities have 
excellent true k service . 

Highways 17, 12, 29, 119, and 7 are bituminous surfaced . 
County highways are now being bituminous surfaced, with about 
30 miles completed to date . Most county and township roads 
are gravel surfaced. 

Airports are maintained at Appleton and B enson. Both are 
used extensively at the pre sent . The runways are adequate for 
small planes and t he Benson field is lighted. Although charter 
service is available at Benson, there are no scheduled flights . 

One radio station located in B enson and Appleton and sev
eral neighboring stations serve the county. TV is limited to 
one station at Alexandria. 

Three weekly newspapers are published -- the Appleton 
Press, Monitor-News, Benson, and Ke rkhoven Banner. Many 
peopl e in the eastern part of Swift County r ece i ve the Willmar 
Daily T ribune . 

Telephone service has greatly improved in recent years . 
Now nearly everyone can be served by a well operated dial 
system . 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Rainfall averages about 23. 3 inches per year in Swift 
County. Over 18 inches falls from April through October with 
the greatest amount, 4. 23 inches, in June. 

Temperature ranges from an average of 11 ° in January to 
a high of 72 ° in July. The annual average temperature is 43 °. 
We have about 130 frost-free days . The killing-frost-free per
iod usually runs from May 20 to September 20. 

SWIFT COUNTY'S PROSPECTS 

The future of Swift County is a question that will be decided 
by our people. The possibilities for expansion and prosperity 
are many. This report will try to point up the needs of the 
county and the areas where expansion should come . 
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Committee Reports 

Farm Business 

Generai .Situation 

More livestock production is needed in Swift County. The 
greatest increast?s should come in hogs, beef feeding and shee.p. 
Dairy production also could be increased if better markets ex 
isted . The same is true for eggs and poultry. The turkey in
dustry is exp anding rapidly and contin u es to prosper. 

A beef cow he rd on the f ar m of Lloyd Clatanof. 

In the past decade the main change was that fewer farms 
had livestock. However, the remaining livestock farms have 
greater numbers, be it dairy, beef feeders, hogs, l aying hens , 
turkeys, or sheep . 

T a ble 4. Crop sales and livestock income in Swift County 

Item 1940 1950 1954 1959 

Crop sales 1,975,092 4,864,832 5,945,481 6, 079, 50 5 
Live s tock 
income 1,867,09 3 7,488,024 6, 326 ,442 7,841,493 

Total farm 3,842, 185 12, 352 ,856 12,271, 923 13,920, 998 
income 

Table 5 . Livestock numbers in Swift County 

Livestock 1930 1940 1950 1960 
All cattle and 32,000 32,404 30,094 39 ,900 
calves 
Milk cows 13,058 15, 688 10,837 10,200 
Ho gs 13, 305 21, 193 61, 600 49, 100 
Sheep 6, 773 10,9 64 6 , 519 9,300 
Chic kens 132,035 162,884 277, 00 2 245,000 
Turkeys ~' 6,095 85, 3 10 196,000 
~~ Number varies with season. 
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Table 5, on page 9, and table 6, following, show n umbe r s of 
livestock and crops . 

Table 6. Crops in Swift County 

Crop Product 1930 Yield 1940 Yield 195 0 Yield 196 0 Yield 

Oats 100, 000 38 78, 951 34 99, 000 33 64, 3 00 47 

Barley 37,40 0 25 25,02 1 26 27 , 7 0 0 3 0 12,800 36 

Flax 23,000 11 33,57 7 9 25, 0 9 0 1 0 . 5 12,0 00 1 1 

Wheat 24,000 14 52 0 11 11,04 0 1 3 . 9 12,9 00 25 

Corn 89 , 40 0 34 80,05 5 32 10 3,5 00 3 0 141 ,2 00 45 

Soybeans 3 7, 500 11 5 1 , 9 00 1 6 

All hay 65, 500 1. 2 5 0 , 000 1. 3 39,9 00 1. 25 35 , 6 00 1. 8 

The following g r aphs show the p r opo r t i ons of incom e f rom 
various finds of live stock and c r ops . 

1940 1950 

41 . 3'l\ 
LIVESTOCK SOLD 

SI. 4'l\ 
CROPS SOLD 39. 4'l\ 

CROPS SOLD 

1954 1959 

33 . 9'l\ 
l 1vu1ocK SOLD 
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HOG PRODUCTION 

In 1951, Swift County raised 108, 800 pigs with an average 
of 6. 6 pigs per litter. In 1959, 91, 400 were raised with an 
average of 7. 2 pigs per litter . The increase in pigs saved was 
due mainly to better management, nutrition, and disease con
trol. The number of farms that raised hogs in 1954 and 1959 
was 1, 227 and 1, 090 respectively . 

Problem: About 70 percent of the hogs raised are not meat 
type. 

Recommendation: More education programs on the impor
tance of certified production tested boars. Urge purebred breed
ers to test their hogs at the swine testing station. Continue 
demonstrations on carcass quality . 

Problem: Diseases cause severe losses . 

Recommendation: Stress the importance of sanitation in 
raising hogs . Teach good gractices . Inform farmers how to 
recognize disease symptoms . 

Problem: Feeds and feed additives are not understood by 
many hog raisers. 

Recommendation: P rovide re l evant literature, perhaps 
through a hog raisers' newsletter. Continue swine feeder meet
ings. 

Problem: Housing cost for year - round farrowing runs high . 
Little is known about materials handling equipment . 

Recommendation: Request research by the University of 
Minnesota or USDA on cheaper housing construction . Provide 
factual information on the savings obtained from material hand
ling equipment. Explain method for installing and using. 

P robl em: Inadequate information on artificial insemination 
of hogs and induce d heat pe r io d s . 

Recommend a t ion: P rovide information on these two pro
grams to help raise r s decide why they should try each program. 

BEEF PRODUCTION 

In 195 1 there were 22, 9 0 0 and in 1959, 28, 800 head of beef 
cattle in the county. This change was mainly due to the increase 
size of commercial feeding operations . Beef and hog feeding 
provide good ways to use surplus corn. 
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Problem: The feeder cattle industry is relatively new to 
Swift County and farmers are reluctant to try this enterprise. 
Many experienced feeders have not adopted new practices. 
Therefore, information on buying, feeding, feed additives, and 
marketing is needed. 

Recommendations: Urge expansion in feeding cattle. Hold 
cattle feeding clinics to help feeders improve their operation 
and to assist new feeders. Provide herd information, especially 
on feed additives, diseases, and pest control. 

Problem: Cattle feeding buildings and equipment vary 
tremendously from farm to farm. There is insufficient knowl
edge on cost and labor comparisons and size of operation. 

Recommendations: Publish data on cost and labor require
ments, feedlot layout, equipment, buil ding, and credit needs . 

Problem: Feeder cattle have an inheritance for growth and 
muscling . Farmers do not know where to buy good perfo:i:ming 
animals . 

Recommendations: Encourage breed associations to con
duct performance testing. Give available information to cattle . 
breeders and feeders. 

DAIRY PRODUCTION 
Swift County had 15, 400 dairy cows in 1940, 10, 800 in 

1951, and 9, 900 in 1959. Average production per cow was 4, 600 
pounds of milk in 1940, and 5, 400 in 1950, 6, 800 pounds in 
1959. 

Approximately 85 percent of milk produced is sold as 
Grade "B" milk. The remainder is sold as cream except for 
the Grade "A" milk from seven producers in the Benson area. 

There are 2 1 herds on standard DHIA and three on the 
owner sampling. The association is just completing its third 
year of testing. According to the annual summary for the DHIA 
program for 1959 an ave rage cow in Minnesota pro,duced 267 
pounds of butterfat or 25 pounds more than the average Swift 
County cow . 

Problem: Markets are limited to Grade "B" milk . 

Recommendations: Help interested groups investigate the 
possibility of finding new markets for milk. 

Problem: Few dairymen keep production records. 

Recommendations: Stress importance of record keeping on 
each cow. 
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Table 7. Labor return from dairy cows (determined by production per cow and market) 

Level of Returns 

e:roduction Cost of production Value of product per hour for labor 

Total $3.00 $3.63 $3 . 00 $3 . 63 
other other 64'/o fat per per 64'/o fat per per 

Fat Feed than than (cream)* 100 gr . .100 gr . (cream)* 100 gr . 100 gr . 
labor labor B milk* A milk« B milk* A milk* 

zoo $ 80 $ 80 $160 $1Z8 $172 $ZOZ $-.3Z $ . 12 $ .4Z 
Z67 106 80 186 161 230 Z70 -. Z5 . 44 . 84 
300 114 80 194 19Z Z59 303 - . oz . 65 1. 09 
400 137 80 Zl7 Z56 345 404 . 39 I. 28 I. 87 
500 155 80 Z35 320 431 506 . 85 I. 96 Z.71 
600 195 80 Z75 304 518 607 1..09 2 . 43 3 . 3Z 

Problem: Approximately 50 percent of our dairy farmers 
use artificial insemination to improve their herds. 

Re commendations: Expand e ducational programs on arti
ficial breeding . 

Problem: Mastiti s and other disease problems plague the 
industry . 

R ecommendations : Hold e ducational meetings on sanitation, 
disease cont r ol , antibiotics, and fe e d additives . Milking m a 
chine operation clinics may be a good way to disperse informa
tion . 

Proble m: L egislation affecting milk producers is unfair. 

Recommendation s : Cooperate with local marketing organ
izations to interest people in the legislation affecting them. 

Problem: Many areas of the county are served by more than 
one c re a mery. This results in doubling up of marketing costs. 

Recommendations: Encourage all c r eame ry boards serving 
the area to meet and discuss ways to make milk pickµps more 
efficient and other problems. 

Problem: Prote in testing of feeds is not readily available. 

R ecomme ndation: Investigate this matter . The service 
should be offered similar to the soil testing program. 

SHEEP PRODUCTION 
Sheep production was relatively stable during the past 

decade . We had about 7, 500 sheep and lambs in 1951 and 8, 700 
in 1959 -- an increase of about 15 percent. Most of the increase 
in sheep production was in lamb feeding. Sheep co uld be a very 
goo d enterprise on many more farms than at present. 

Proble m: Few farmers understand sheep raising, their 
diseases or feeding. 
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Recommendation: Introduce young people to the sheep enter
prise in 4-H Club work. Continue clinics on management skills 
and practices. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GROUPS OTHER THAN EXTENSION: 

Problem: Imported lamb and mutton cause a decreased 
p ric e for the domestic supply. 

Re commendation: The enactment of legislation to control 
imports and protect the local sheep raiser. 

POULTRY PRODUCTION 

Poultry production has not been a major enterpris e in 
Sw ift County, but is is a part of many farmers ' operations. 
These enterprises have decreased slightly in the past few years . 
In 1954, 1, 367 farms reported chickens, and in 1959 the n um
ber was 1, 135 . However, turkey production is on the increase. 
From only 23 breeder hens in 1954, the number in the county 
has risen to 1, 642 in 1959. 

Problem: Poor quality of eggs. 

Recommendation: Provide information on producing quality 
eggs. 

Problem: Insufficient marketing system. 

Recommendation: Encourage producers to organize and 
find markets that will pay premiums for a quality product. 

Problem: Broiler chickens and turkeys are coming into 
the area. Farmers, however, do not know about the profits 
prospects. 

Recommendation: Urge farmers to study these programs 
c.arefully. Assist them to decide whether they should go into 
these high cost units . 

Problem: Housing is poor. Poor ventilation, insulation, 
and equipment often cause heavy losses . 

Recommendation: Inform poultry raisers on good insula
tion, ventilation, and equipment . Help organize a poultry and 
egg producers group. 
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CROPS AND SOILS 

F a rme r s in Swift County have shifted from grain to row 
c r ops du r ing the l ast 40 to 50 ye ars. Corn is now grown on 
mo r e farm s a n d more acres tha n any other crop. Soybeans were 
int rod uce d in 1940 and now are s econd in acreage while oats 
r ank thi rd. In the last few year s , wheat and barley have started 
a c ome back but the y still ar e m inor crops. Alfalfa is now the 
l e ading hay c rop. Soilbank land is slightly over 34, 000 acres. 

Comme r c ial fertilizer used in 1959 totaled 8, 348 tons . 
Twenty-nin e p e r cent of the acres in hay crops and pasture, 
63 percent of the a c res in corn, and 8 percent of the acres in 
other c r op s we r e fertilized in 1959. 

Contour farming helps cut soil and water losse-s on 261 Swift 
County farms . 

Proble m: Farmers sustain heavy losses from weeds. How
ever, only 25 percent use chemical weed control for broad - leafed 
weeds. 

Recommendation: Make farmers aware of specific weed 
problems. Adopt a county plan to speed acceptance of practical 
weed control practices including chemical and cultural methods 
of control. This should include roads, waste, and state-owned 
lands . 

Problem: Insects such as green bugs and grasshoppers 
caused serious losses in the last few years. 

Recommendation : Make weekly checks of the county during 
the growing s e ason for any insect damage or weed control pro
blem . Provide information on control practices through mass 
media . 

Proble m: Soil and water conserva1;ion practices are being 
applied at a rate too slow to check erosion losses. 
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Recommendation: Hold more tours and field days to show 
the benefits of conservation farming practices . 

Problem: Some seed used is not properly cleaned or treat
ed . This increases the weed problem. 

Recommendation: Include this item in the county weed con
trol plan . Provide information and demonstrations on the use of 
approved seeds and seed treatments . 

Problem: M any farmers still do not use fertilizer. Others 
follow unwise practices or use improper fertilizer rates. 

Recommendation: Continue demonstration and trials. T each 
proper f e rtilizer rates and methods of application . E ncourage 
soil tests and continue correlation plots. 

Problem: Unsuccessful control of foxes, skunks, pocket 
gophers, blackbirds, etc . 

Recommendation: Study this problem . Formulate and teach 
a good control program . 

Problem: Pastures are poorly managed on over 50 percent 
of the farms . 

Recommendation: Stress pasture manage ment in future 
programs. E x plore the possibility and advantage of all-grass 
in place of legume - grass pastures. 

Problem: Many farms have fruit trees which are not pro 
perly managed for good produc tion. 

Recommendation: Hold fruit tree clinics and pruning dem 
onstrations. Is sue information on r ecommended varieties . 

Problem: Gardens are not as productive as possible. 

Recommendation: Enc ourage family gardening as a means 
of providing better nutrihon and de c reasing the food bill. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GROUPS OTHER THAN E XT E NSION: 

Problem: Cons ervation Reserve "Soil Bank" land has had 
poor weed control in many instances. 

Recommendation: At least one ins p ection should be made 
each year . Town boards should receive a list of those in the 
program in their township. 

Problem: Insufficient soil and w ate r conse rvation . 
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Recommendation: ACF cost-sharing should remain at pre
sent levels to encourage conservation of soil and water. (Ex
tension services may also be able to aid in this area.) 

Problem: The field windbreak program needs to b e increased, 
especially in many level sandy areas . 

Recommendation: That the state tree nurseries provide 
older, sturdier stock of only hardy trees for our area and that 
ACF cost -sharing p aym ents be examined. 

DESCRIPTION OF SWIFT COUNTY SOILS 
Area 1: Ma jor soils are Barnes, Buse, and Aastad with 

areas of Flom and P a r nell . 

These are medium textured glacial till soils. They gene r
ally occur on rolling topography, but are commonly found on 
steep , hilly topography. Some small a r eas in Kerkhoven and 
Camp L ake towns hips are too steep to be cultivated. The soils 
are predominantly well to somewhat excessively drained . Water 
erosion is t he most serious problem of the area. Ove r one
third of the original topsoil has b een lost from the m ajor ity of 
the soils cultivated . Drainage is a minor problem of the area. 

Area 2 : Major soils are Aastad, Hantho, Flom, and B arnes. 

These are m edium textured glac ial till soils . They occur on 
nearly l eve l to gently rolling topo g r aphy . The soils a r e mode r
a tely well to well drained . Soil management i s the major pro 
blem . Wate r e ro sion is slight to moderate on the sloping land. 
Drainage is a problem on low flats and drainageways . In Tara, 
Marysland, and Westbank townships the glacial till is cove.r e d 
b y a thin deposit of windblown silts . In Appleton township the 
soil is very bould e ry and much of the land is not tillable. 

Area 3 : Major soils a r e Colvin, Sletten , Bearden, Borup, 
Fossum and Hamerly . 

These ar e medium and moderately fine textured, calcareous, 
water -laid silty soil s . The y occur on l eve l and nearly l evel 
topography . Most of the soils are underlain by medium t extu r e d 
glacial till at varying depths, however on the rises the strongly 
calca r eous glacial till is expose d . In between Danvers and Ap
ple ton the soils a r e underlain by sand at from 1 to 4 feet. In 
Appleton township the soils are associated with the Minnesota 
River, subject to flooding and generally not farmed . D rainage 
is a problem on abo ut 70 percent of the area . M anagement of 
these high lime soils is a problem . The high lime content throws 
the nutrient l evel out of balance and increases the susc e ptability 
to wind erosion . 

(Soils description continued on page 19, fo llowing Special R eport. ) 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

Committee on Conservation Needs 

FOREWORD 
During 1959, a group of resource agency representatives 

and other people held a series of meetings in Swift County to 
make an inventory of soil and water conservation needs. The 
meetings were held as part of a nationwide inventory set up 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. A conservation needs com
mittee was organized in Swift County and the needs determina
tion was completed by December 31, 1959. This inventory 
lists the amount of land in various uses in the county as of. 
1959, and the expected land use in 1975. The purpose of the 
inventory is to provide land and water resources data useful 
to federal, state, and local agencies and private interests for 
efficient planning, programming, research, administration, 
and legislation affecting soil and water resources. 

The acreage information which the committee used was 
determined from soil surveys made on sample quarter-sec
tions of land throughout the county. The locations of these 
quarter-sections were determined in such a manner that the 
information gathered was over 90 percent accurate when ex
panded to the total acreage of the county. This land acreage 
was then broken down into the following catagories: acres of 
cropland, pasture and rangeland, forest and woodlands, urban 
and built-up areas, and water areas. This information (and 
related problems) was then assembled by soil groups. This 
was tabulated in acres and the acreages expanded to give the 
present total land use in the county by soil groups. 

With the information received, the committee could de
termine the number of acres in the county needing conserva
tion treatment and the type of treatment required. By taking 
the past history of the county and projecting it into the future, 
the committee could then estimate expected land use adjust
ments needed by 1975. 
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Special Report 

This report is an attempt to present information that may 
be very significant to Swift County 1 s people and economy dur- · 
ing the next 15 years in terms of the many possibl e uses of 
our natural resources. 

It should be kept in mind that the figures presented are 
estimates .. They r epresent the judgment of the whole com 
mittee, based on information available at the time . The com
mittee feels that owing to future changes in population and in 
land use, it may be necessary periodically to review or reap
praise the data presented here . 
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Special Report 

LAND CAPABILITY CLASSES 

2 

264, 347 ac res 

4, 500 ac res 

l , 600 acres 

8 '8,600 ac res 

Su ited fo r posture wood la nd or wi ld li fe 

LAND USE 
Cropland 

78% 

18 c 

Closs I land 78 percent 
Very good land, may be 

intensively cultivated with good 
management. 

C loss 11 land 55 percent 

Good land , some limitations, 

requires some conservation 

practices. 

Closs 111 land 24 percent 

Severe limitations, requires 

special conservation practices . 

Closs IV land . 04 percent 

Very severe limitations 
to cropping. 

C loss V land 
Class VI land 
C loss VI I land 
C loss VI 11 land 
Urban 

.03 percent 

.01 percent 
. 004 percent 
.02 percent 
.03 percent 



Special Report 

MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS 

No problems 

220, 600 acres; poorly drained. 

155, 400 acres; can be ti le drained. 

48,000 acres; sandy subsoi I, but 
can be open ditched. 

17,200 acres; lack suitab le outlet . 

Drainage 

35% 

18 D 

Tota I cropland 371,400 acres 

No Problem 36, 700 acres 
Water Erosion 86,500 acres 

Slight wind and sli ght drought 41,800 acres 

Moderate wind e rosion 46,300 acres 

Drainage 160, 000 acres 

LAND DRAINAGE 



Marsh 
67% 

1959 

RECREATION AREAS 

Special Report 

1975 
Recreation space in Swift County is scant, wi th the present population level. 

The projected estimate indicates a critical decrease in rec rea tional space aggravated by 

a substantial papu lotion increase . 

MAJOR CROPS OF SWIFT COUNTY 

Carn 
42% 

Oats 
19% 

.03% 
\..::;;;;;;;;;;~=======:22% Sugarbeets - Rye 
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Special Report 

LAND USE CONVERSION, 1959 to 1975 (ACRES) 

413 -~ 21 r ~ 
~ ~ {0ut of inventory\ 

~~ ~ 

i7187 ~ii 
1390 l O.h., 

°",\\_ jJ 
~7~ r C.oplood 

~~ 
Present 371, 428 

Croplond----::-------------..._, 
Future 375,621 

Present 
Posture Future 

Present 3,278 
Wood land Future 2,844 

51,414 
47,690 

I-----,.' Other Present 36, 773 
Future 34,376 

Present 15, 187 
Out of Inventory Future 17 ,222 
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BAR GRAPH SUMMARY 

LAND CA PA Bl LITY CLASSES 

Total Acreage in Swift Caunty 

i. I 
2 . I 
3. I 

4.1 
5, 6, 7 , 8,U I 

ACRES NEEDING TREATMENT, 1959 

LAND PROBLEMS 

128 , 000 subje ct to water e ros ion 

90 ,000 moderately coarse textu re subj ect to wind erosion 

67 , 000 subje ct to drought 

20, 000 marsh 

207 ,000 drainage 
i--,.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

7,300 subject to overflow 

3, 600 peot 

2, 600 wet stony land 

220,600 drainage total 

155,400 til e and open ditch 

48,000 open ditch 

17 ,200 not feasible 

key 
~ acres treated 
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478 , ooo I 
38, 170 a c res 

264, 347 acres 

11 4,856 acres 
18,000 ac res 

42, 700 a c res 
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES NEEDED 
Tile 

117,948 acres or 
11, 794, 8 00 lineal feet 

Wildlife 

Grassed Waterways 

800 acres 

Stock Watering Pits 

~ -----,- ·-~ 
=---- - - - .~ 

~~1fil 
250 pits, 9, 982 acres 

Water Retarding Structures 

325 earthen dams 

Pasture Furrowing 

10, 370 acres 

Wind strips 

{no picture available) 

51,760acres 

Commercial Fertilizer 

27, 000 tons 

Terraces 

807 miles 

(/) 

'"O 
(1) 

n .... . 
Ill ...... 
::0 
(1) 

'"O 
0 
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES NEEDED 
Irrigation 

Watershed Projects 

9 

Contour Farming 

~~·~.:.0 

~ ~ 
15, 000 acres 

Open Ditch Drainage 

40, 357 acres 

Farm Windbreaks 

1, 600 acres 

Contour Strips 

44, 052 acres 

Pasture Planting 

; :----
-~ 
~ -~~'"' :: ·~~\ 

- "~~ 
23, 399 acres 

Minimum Tillage 

.,&~--~ ~:::.·::<:·:;;.: }~·<= 

~~~.~{~)~::;~~:~ 
96, 472 acres 
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"O 
(1) 
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SWIFT COUNTY WATERSHEDS 

4 
• ' I -.... ' ' --.----L---- -- i 

1. Lower Pomme de Terre River 
2 . Big Stone - Swift Watershed 
3 . Swift - Chippewa Watershed 
4 . Lower Main Chippewa River 
5 . Upper Main Chippewa River 
6 . Dry Weather Creek ••. , 

--- -- ________ ) 

Square 
Miles 

130 
23 
17 

126 
1.06 

2 

Acres 
83. 200-
14, 720 
10,880 
80,640 
67,840 

1,280 

' 
' ' 
' ' 

' ' ' 

~~to 

____ _ _l _~- -- ------ - -- -- - -~ - -- --

7. 
8 . 
9. 

10 . 
11. 

' 7 

Shakopee Creek . 
South Mud Creek 
North Mud Creek 
Lower East Branch of Chi ppewa River . 
Lower West Branch of Chippewa River 

Square 
Miles Acres 

134 85' 740 
81 51,738 
46 29,440 
61 39. 040 
16 10,240 

C/l 
'O 

(1) 
(') ,.... 
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::0 
(1) 

'O 
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Special R eport 

SUMMARY 

This conservation-needs report indicates that many land
us e adjustments need to be made in the next 15 years. 

e Ninety-one percent of Swift County land is in Classes I 
through IV, and therefore is suited to cultivation. This, p lus 
the fact that there are no large cities within its boundaries, 
points to an agricultural community. 

e Cash grain and livestock will continue to play an important 
and major economic role. The trend toward larger, but fewer, 
farm units will also continue. Increased emphasis needs to be 
placed on better management of cropland, as well as on im
prove d utilization of the forages produced for livestock which 
are kept on the farm. 

e Eight hundred Swift County farmers have, or are in the 
process of developing, conservation plans for their farms. 
Application of needed conservation practices should be speeded 
up. Through the Soil and Water Conservation District Super 
visors, leadership can be provided with assistance from co
operating agencies, groups, and organizations. 

e With irrigation gaining popularity, it becomes necessary 
to take a more careful look at our surface and subterranean 
water resources. 

e Increasing population and improved highways will mean 
that Swift County can expect greater pressure on hunting and 
other recreational facilities in the future. To meet these de
mands, development ans! preservation of wildlife habitat and 
other recreational areas will be necessary. A large acreage 
in the county is being purchased by the state conservation de
partment. This may provide excellent areas to develop for 
recreation. 

e Efforts should be made in developing, creating, and ad
opting a zoning ordinance. Continued and additional emphasis 
should be placed on development of a long term plan of land
use and zoning. 

e Much planning by local people working together will be 
ba;:;ic to the future of Swift County. 
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Special Report 

e There is need for improvement on 11 major watershed 
areas in Swift County. These may or may not require federal 
participation. For soil protection and future productivity, 
treatment is necessary. 

The Conservation Needs Committee was composed of the 
following agencies and ·personnel: 

U.S. Agricultural Stabilization Conservation: Roy Anderson; 
Dorothy Williams, Secretary 

U.S. Soil Conservation Service: Edwin Johnson, Chairman 

U.S. Farmers 1 Home Administration: John Peterson 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Robert Panzner 

State Department of Conservation: Paul Wojohn 

Swift County Soil and Water Conservation Department: 
Hans Tjossas 

Agricultural Extension Service: James L. Edman 
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Area 4: The major soils are Vallers in the level areas, 
Hamerly on the rises and Parnell in the depressions. 

These are medium and moderately fine textured, strongly 
calcerous glacial till soils, with some small localized areas of 
lacustrine silts included . The topography is nearly level to 
gently undulating . Due to the high concentration of lime, man
agement of these soils is a problem. The high lime in the soils 
puts the nutrient level out of balance and also increases the 
susceptability to wind erosion . Dr ainage is a problem on about 
50 percent of the area . 

Area 5: The major soils are Central, Ulen, Fossum and 
# 181. 

T hese are moderately coarse and coarse textured water
laid soils. They occur on nearl y -level to gently-undulating top
ography . However, the area east of Appleton is somewhat more 
sloping and has some silty soil s intermixed with the coarse 
textured soils. The area around Benson has a high water table 
and a large percentage of the land has a drainage problem. The 
soils are predominantly poorl y and moderately well drained in 
the area. The soils in the area around Appleton are predomin
antly well drained with some poorly drained soils occurring in 
the elongated depressions east of town . Wind erosion, drought
iness, and drainage are serious problems. 

Area 6: Major soils are Sioux and Fordville. 

These are m e dium and moderately coarse textured outwash 
soils . They are underlain by gravel at from 1 to 3 feet . These 
soils occur on nearly l eve l topography, however south of Swift 
Falls they occu r on s l oping l and. The area in Tara township 
has a silt l oam surface . T he soils are predominantly well 
drained . Drought and wind e r osion are the major problems. 
Water e r osion is a problem on the sloping land south of Swift 
Falls. 

SWIFT COUNTY SpIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

The Swift County Soil Conservation D istrict received its 
charter on March 14, 1950. The fir st board of supe r visors 
includ ed : Hans Tjo saas , Swenoda Township; Francis Mahoney, 
Fairfield Township; John Behlen, Shibl e T owns.hip; J ohn Riley, 
Hayes Township; and Walte r Johnson, Chairman, ·Hayes Town
ship . 

The district was staffed M ay 1, 195 1 with the office in the 
Lee Building , B enson, Minnesota . At pre sent the district staff 
consists of Ed Johnson, Work Unit conse r vationist; Charles 
LaMont, so il conservationist; Norman Berger, conservation 
aid; and Mae Johnson, secretary. 
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WATERSHEDS 

In 1953 the Hope Anderson Pilot Plant Watershed Act was 
passed. This included the Chippewa River Tributaries, Hawk 
Creek. and some 2, 4 00 square miles in parts of 9 counties. 
Two watersheds within this area , "The Shakopee Creek" and 
"The Mud Creek", were to be deve loped . (See the watershed 
map .) 

Construction was starte d on the Shakopee Cree k floodw ays 
and retention dams in the spring of 1958 and wa s completed in 
the fall of 1959 . The Mud Creek Construction was started in the 
fall of 1959 and completion is scheduled for early 1962 . 

With the coming of the watersheds came an inc r ease in 
d istrict personnel as well as area engineers a n d soil scientists. 
There are now 20 people working in the office . 

OTHER PROGRAMS 

The Swift County Soil Conservation District and Agricul
tural E xtension Se r vice cooperated in promoting the tree pro
gram . During the past 10 years over 700, 0 0 0 trees were plant
ed. This program includes field and farmstead shelter belt 
p l antings . 

Other programs initiated by the district are : Conservation 
Fie ld Days, farm pond safety (Red Cross life savi ng post ) co
operative l y with B enson JayCees, annual cooperators meetings, 
conse rvation farmer award, outstanding 4-H conservation 
award, erecting district signs, and conservation- needs survey. 

The total cooperators are 788 farmers with 2 00 , 7 0 8 acres 
of land. Of thes e , 366 have basic plans which include 67, 545 
acres of land in the county . 

Farm Finance 
SWIFT COUNTY AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION 

AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

T he committee i s made up of three men : Alfred Ol son , 
chairman; Marv in E. Johnson, vice chairman; and R oy Anderson. 
Ide ll a Erickson is office manager . M artin G . Thompson is 
binsite supervisor. 

In 1960 the ACF had a n allocation of $ 89 , 245 . 00, t o b e 
earne d b y farmers comple ting conservation practices on their 
fa rms . A total of $52, 393. 47 was e arne d . 
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Table 8 lists practices and accomplishments to date. 

Table 8. Soil conservation practices in use 

Established 
Practice Unit 1961 to date 

Contour farming Acre 261 1, 901 
Crop rotation Acre 4 , 557 46, 633 
Contour strip c rop Acre 65 0 5, 672 
Field strip crop Acre 49 1, 155 
Wind strip crop Acre 1, 726 16, 531 
Windbreak (farmstead) Acre 20 185. 5 
Waterways Acre 4 0.5 265 
P ond construction Number 21 66 
Open drains Mile 27.3 251. 9 
Tile Linage 14,486 276,294 
Wildlife preservation Acre 180 2,269 
Fish impr ovement Number 0 2 
Diversions & terraces Mile 4 . 6 14.8 
Contour furrows Acre 50 50 
Structures Number 12 12 
Standard soil survey Acre 56, 729 329, 170 

Group jobs : 
Ditch construction Mile 0 3 0. 7 

0 524, 516 
Tile 0 16,890 

In the CCC program there were a total of 3, 197, 847 bush
els valued at $3, 359, 501. 40 under price support. This included 
corn, soybeans, oats, barley, wheat, rye, and flax. Over 85 
percent of this was in corn. Soybeans accounted for about 6 or 
7 percent of the l oans. 

There were 63 loans under the farm facility loan program 
in 1960 . These totaled $ 66, 766. 27 and were used to build 
240, 7 64 bushels of storage. The mobile dryer program was 
used on installations in 196 0 for a total of $7, 1 62. 63 . 

Cons e r vation reserve land totals 34, 274 . 70 acres on 170 
farms. Contracts on parts of farms total 142. Annual payments 
equal $428, 829. 44, with an average payment of $1 2. 51 per acre . 

In the CCC Wool Pro gram for 195 9 there were 295 payments 
made for a total of $1 6, 220. 7 6. This was for 1 9 1 shorn wool 
producers and 104 on unshorn lambs. 

FARMERS' HOME ADMINISTRATION 
T he FHA is presently staffed by John Peterson, county 

supervisor, and Eleanor Kowalzyk, county office clerk. 
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The county board consists of three men; however, one 
vacancy exists at pre sent . Members now a re Alvin Broberg, 
Kerkhoven; and Chester A. Hanson, Benson. 

A summary of l oans made in the past 4 years follows: 

Table 9. Loans made by F HA 

Type of loan No . 1958 No . 1 959 No . 196 0 No. 19 61':< 

Initial operating 7 41,940 17 44,250 9 89,480 12 108, 560 
Subsequent 
ope r ating 14 11,800 18 24,240 12 12 ,850 17 
Annual operating 12 13,250 5 10,7 60 
Emergency 

67, 308 operating 23 23, 720 40 35 
Farm 
deve l opment 1 9,500 1 6, 000 1 1 6, 100 
F arm purchase 1 17,800 
Subsequent purchase 1 8,200 

'~ Incompl ete report for 1961 

FINANCE 

Problem: Ina dequate farm r ecords kept on the ave rage 
farm . 

30, 470 

6 1, 700 

Re commendation: Encourage farmers to keep better r ecords 
for income tax purposes and to analyze their farm business. 
Investigate the possibilities of organizing a farm management 
service. 

Proble m: Taxes are becoming more burdensome and as
sessm ents are unjust on personal property and real estate. 
Few people understand the ta.X structure in general. 

Re c ommendation: Study and inform the people on all types 
of taxation . 

Probl e m: The title of "Co r poration" is not understood by 
most peopl e . In many instances there might be some a dvan 
tages in incorporating a farm business. M any other l egal 
agreements, such as contracts for deed, are not understood. 

Re commendation: Periodically conduct an educational 
program or short course on co rporations, transfer of title s, 
contract for deed, rental agreements, and other legal matte r s. 
Make available bulletins on these subje.cts. 

Problem: Farm prices a re low and l egis l ation needed to 
bring prices to parity . Legislation of farm programs does not 
meet the needs of the family farm. 
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Recommendations: Encourage farmers and urban people to 
be more active in political parties, farm, and civic organiza
tions . Encourage rural people to take an active .part in state 
and national legislative affairs. Help them under stand pre sent 
programs and inform them of changes . 

Proble m: Repayment of loans is not well planned causing 
undue hardship and losses . Often there are short term loans 
made on large capital investments. 

R ecommend ation: Encourage c r e dit agencies to study this 
probl em and plan a good repayment sche dule at the time the 
loan is made . Hold educational programs on the wise use of 
credit . 

Community Affairs 
Many other rural areas are experiencing the same problems 

as Swift County . There are fewer people on farms and more in 
towns and villages. School districts have been {or are in the 
process of being) consolidated . More school facilities, there
fore, are needed in towns and villages . Taxes are high and con
tinue to rise as government services expand . 

The population of Swift County is 15, 178 with 7 , 585 in cities 
and towns and 7, 593 on farms . This is the result of a long-time 
migration from farms to towns . Swift County lost 9 01 persons 
du ring the l ast 10 year s . If the county is going to maintain or 
increase its population, it must attract industry. 

Problem: Local tax rates a r e excessive, yet we need more 
revenue for educational facilities and other governmental ser 
vices. 

R ecommendation: Inform the public where the tax dollars 
are being spent . Hold discussions on our present tax system so 
the peopl e can know what reforms should be undertaken at local, 
state , and f e deral l evel s to make the system more equitable . 

Problem: The city of Benson needs a public meeting place 
for all types of me etings . 

Recommendation: Help set up a committee to work with 
city and / or county commissioners to see what can be done . 

Problem: The re are many conflicting events in each com
munity. 

R ecommendation: Wor k with other organizations to set up 
a community cal endar in an effort to coordinate programs . 
This should include all churc hes, schools, service c lubs, and 
other organizations. 
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Problem: The general public is very indilferent toward 
public affairs such as political activity; foreign affair s, farm 
policy, tax programs, and other related sub jec ts . 

Recommendation: Start an organize d progr am on public 
affairs . Work with schools, service c l ub s , and farm organiza
tions in this effort. Hold farm forums, pane l discussions, and 
lectures on these various topics . 

Proble m: Urban and rural people do not realize how they 
depend on each other for their livelihoods. 

Recommendation: Work with farm organizations, se rvice 
clubs, and businessmen t o improve rural-urban r e lations . 

Problem: More peopl e than eve r before need and want an 
c ollege education. 

R ecommendation: E nc ourage co unty r es idents to support 
the University of Minnesota - Morris. Urge organizations to 
set up scholarship programs for needy students . 

Problem: A tri-county m e ntal health c linic has operated 
for some time. However, many feel that the availability of this 
se rvice is not well known or understood. 

Recommendation: Bring information on this clinic to the 
public . 

Proble m : No coordinated long - range plan for the county . 

R ecommend a tion: Help organiz e a re source planning com
mittee using poeple from all type s of agricultural business to 
promote agricultural and related industries. 

Problem: Pre school m e dical care and dental car e are 
lac king in many families . 

Recommendation: Urge the county nurs e a nd commiss ioners 
to s tudy this probl e m and formulate plans for improvement. 

Proble m: The county does not have an active safety council. 

Recommendation: Help or ganize an active safety council to 
plan a program in highway safety and farm and home safe ty for 
the entir e c ounty. 

Probl e m: Ins ufficie nt civil defense pro g rams. 

R ecommendat ion: He lp set up an educational program to 
bring the National Civ il Defense program to the public . Inform 
all tow n and rural c itiz e n s of their part in the program . 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GROUPS OTHER THAN EXTENSION : 

Problem : Consolidation of school districts has l e ft a feel
ing of bitterness in many communities . 

Recommendation: In the futur e, consolidation efforts should 
be accompanied with an education program in order to eliminate 
the misunderstandings and ill f eelings . 

Problem: Lack of industries other than agricultural. 

Re comm endation: Business groups should expand efforts 
to attract industries . 

Family Living 
The average l eve l of living for Swift C o unty families is 

highe r than for Minnesota and the United States . This is based 
on the percentage of farms with electricity, telephones, and 
automobiles and the ave rage value of products sold in a year . 
The comparisons on level of living are based on material pub
lished by the Bureau of Agricultural E conomics called "Farm 
Ope rator L evel of Living Indexe -s." In const ructing the Index, 
the average score for all counties in the United States in 1945 
is used as the bas e , or as 100. 

Table 9. Ave rage l evel of living. 

1950 1955 

Swift county 157 175 

Minnesota .. . ....... ...... ... 151 1 63 

United States . .. .. .. .... . . . . . 122 140 

Averages of c ourse include extremes: somy famil ies are 
far below the average, others. above. Spec ial concern needs to 
be given by Extension and other e ducational institutions to im
prove family living for those b e low ave r ag~ . 

In 1957 a study of Home Demonstration Club members se
lected at random from 13 counties in Minnesota indicated that 
members had a higher standard of living than non-members . 
Therefore, Extension is either r eaching families who alr e ady 
have an above average level of living or that information r e 
ceived through clubs h e lped to improve their standards . Both 
indications may be true . 
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Home m a ke r s study m e al planning , to understand nutrition and 
find w ays to save time , energy , and money. 

Home De m onstration work be g an in Swilt County in 1946 . 
Since the n n1e mbe rship and number of clubs have more than 
double d. 

The p r og ram offered to homemakers enrolled in Home Dem 
on s tr a tion Clubs has changed since its beginning . As member
ship inc re a sed, interests and needs increased . Thus, we h ave 
gone from a s pecialized " one - a r ea" program in family living t o 
a mor e diversilied program each year . 

Table 1 O. Home Demonstration Club program schedule 

Year 

1946 to 48 

1949to5 0 

1951 

1952 to 60 

Areas included in yearl y prog ram 

The Home 

Clothing 

Foods and Nutrition, M anage m ent 

Foods a nd Nutrition, Clothing , Family 
Lile, The Hous e , Community Affair s, 
Crafts . 

Program planning i s dilficult for a wide range of age, in
t e r est, exper i ence, and ne eds . At times we have missed m a n y 
of the real needs of m e mbe rs by offering what seemed suitable 
to the majority . 

A s urvey of all homemakers enrolled in our Home P ro g ram 
was taken in 1958. Approximately 50 p e rc e nt of the surveys 
were returned and tahulated. It indicat e d that the majority of 
members range from 30 to 50 years of age . There were 3 per
cent more 50- to 60 - year-old NOmen than 20- to 30-year-old 
women. Seventy-seven p e rc ent were farm wives a nd 7 percent 
were business and professional wives. Fifte en percent were 
employed outside the home. 
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This s urvey a nd other finding s indic ated some trends and 
proble m s Extension and o the r e ducational institutions must 
f ace in planning p ro g r a m s to m ee t t he n ee ds of Swift County 
famili e s. 

TRENDS: 

•More homemake rs employed outside the home . 
•Increased modernization of rural homie s. 
•More l e isure time spent outside the home . 
•Inc r e as e in per- c apita income . 

GOALS: 
•Contribute to a more satisfying life for all family members . 
•Have fa1nili e s spend more leisure time together . 

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 
Proble m: Lack of parental intere st in children's activities 

outside the home . 

Rec ommendations: Encourage family participation in school, 
c hurch, and c ommunity activities . Urge families to choose 
activitie s in which all can participate. 

Problem: Parents and children participate in many activ
ities which take them outside the home . 

Recommendations : Emphasize careful choice of activities 
instead of participation in all a community offers. Stress im
portance of doing things as a family. 

Problem: Need for parental education on family relations. 

Recommendations : Encourage participation in adult classes 
offered by school, church, Extension, or community . Encourage 
community library development and use of these facilities. 
Help parents become aware of educational television programs 
and how they can help to promote bette r te l evision program 
ming. Help adults develop an educational hobby which may be 
shared with family membe r s or continued at retirement . En 
courage art of good conversation and neighborhood visit. En 
courage interest in mental health -- to bring about understanding 
rather than a scornful attitude . 

NUTRITION AND HEALTH 
Problem : Family meals lack fruit, vegetables, and milk. 

Breakfast is often inadequate . 

Recommendations: He l p homemaker fee l her responsibility 
to prepare nutritious meals for a healthie r famil y. Teach nutri 
tion in connection with all foods work . Show how nutritious 
meals can be economically planned. Encourage use of more 
fruits, vegetables, and dairy products. 
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Problem: The school lunch program gives school children 
a nutritious lunch. However, some teenagers purchase lunch 
elsewhere which is often inadequate. 

Recommendations: Encourage participation in lunch pro
gram at school. Show cost difference between a nutritious 
school lunch and the same lunch purchased elsewhere . 

CLOTHING 
Problem: Children and teenagers lack knowledge and don't 

consider economy and family wardrobe needs in clothing selec
tion. 

Recommendation: Teach children and teenagers clothing 
buymanship in relation to clothing needs of entire family. 

Proble m: Decisions on dress are at times inappropriate 
for occasion and season . 

Recommendation: Help children and teenagers select at
tractive and suitable clothing for versatile use. 

Problem: Children and teenagers take poor care of cloth-
ing. 

Recommendations: Teach children and other family mem
bers the responsibility of good clothing care for maximum ser
vice. 

Problem: Each year many new fabrics are introduced on 
the market . Homemakers and other consumers don't know how 
to use or care for these new fabrics. 

Recommendations: Provide information on new fabric prop
erties -- durability, use, and care. Stress. the importance of 
reading ready- to-wear clothing labels and fabric labels for 
information. 

Problem: Many ready-to-wear garments are poorly con
structed in relation to cost. 

Recommendation: Provide up-to-date information on cloth
ing buymanship . Show how to r ecognize quality construction in 
relation to cost . ' 

Problem: Many homemakers do family sewing, but some 
is poorly done. 

Recommendations: Give training in clothing construction 
to improve sewing skill and lessen time spent. Emphasize us
ing time wisely by making quality garments that save money. 
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HOUSING 

Problem: Cost of building is high. 

Recommendations: Provide information on building costs 
and c redit. 

Problem: Many older large homes are poorly arranged and 
without adequate wiring, central heating, or plumbing facilities. 

Recommendations: Stress impo rtance of planning entire 
remodeling job before beginning work . Provide useful informa
tion on proper wiring for electrical load of appliances and 
lighting. Provide information about "do-it-yourself" projects. 

Problem: Storage facilities are usually inadequate . 

R ecommendation: Give information on planning for useful, 
convenient storage space for all parts of the home . 

Youth 
The youth of Swift County must find his place in the world. 

Farming opportunities are limited due to the unavailability of 
farm land and the high costs involved. T here are few other em
ployment opportunities in the county because of the small amount 
of industry. The education and training of today's youth must 
prepare him to compete in the "employment market" anywhere . 

Youth programs, such as 4-H, must help our young become 
aware of the situation. They should encourage them to obtain 
the necessary education and point out the many possibilities 
ahead. 

4-H PROGRAM 

The 4-H Club program has been active in Minnesota f or 
50 years . No longe r a summe r activity, it is now a year
round educational oppo r tunity . P articipation gives boys and 
girls a chance to learn the correct gene r al and scientific 
methods in the projects of the ir choice . 4-H also makes it 
possible to meet new friends, l earn to pa r ticipate in g r oup 
activity, and to lead . 

In Swift County 4-H enrollment has grown streadily since 
its beginning in 1912. At present approximately 28 percent of 
all rural boys and girls - - or 1 5 percent of all Swift County 
youth from ages 9 to 12 -- participate in the program . The 1960 
enrollment figures show that Swift County boys and g irl s stay 
in 4-H for an ave rage of 3 . 6 years . Median age of members is 
13 . 6 years . 
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Location of 4-H Clubs in Swift County 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 

To b e a 4-H member, a boy o r girl inust enroll in and com
plete at l eas t 1 of 26 availabl e 4 - H projects . At present, there 
are 24 4-H Clubs in Swift County. Only one township is without 
a 4 -H Club . 

Junior l eade rs he lp train younge r 4 - H'ers in Swift County. 

Each 4-H Club e l ects an adult leader to supervise organi 
zation and operation . Adult l eade rs be long to the C o unty 4-H 
F ede ration, the gove rning body of 4-H on the co unty l evel. In 
1960, 8 6 adults served as leade rs -- one a dult l eader for every 
6. 3 4 -H' e rs. 

Statistics show that 4-H in the cou nty has grown not only 
in enrollment but in project completion (97 percent in 1960), 
projects c arried per m embe r (2 . 5 in 1960), and in articles 
made (1 , 62 7 in 1960 ). 

YOUTH AND EDUCATION 
Problem: Lack of coordination between school , church, 

4 -H, and other g r oup yo uth activities. 

Re commendation: Encourage the deve l opment of a coordin
ated intercommunity youth activity cal endar. 

- 33 -



4-H Enrollment and Clubs in Swill County 
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Problem: Parents find it difficult to supply leadership m 
youth programs, such as Scouts and 4 - H . 

Recommendations : Deve l op a program of leadership train 
ing for parents and young adults . Survey each county area to 
determine and develop adult interest in youth programs . 

Problem: Lack of family closeness in family management , 
recreation, and social adventures . 

Recommendations: Urge families to plan long range finan
cial and social objectives . Stress that children should be made 
to understand these through family discussion. Encourage fam
ilies to make time for family recreation and planned activities . 
Many neighborhood social events could be planned to include 
the whol e family . 

Problem: The 4-H Club program reaches only 1 5 percent 
of Swift County youth . 

Recommendations: Make every effort to interest more 
people in 4 - H . 

Problem: The 4 - H Club projects are often secondary to 
the social aspects of being a club member . 

Recommendations: Evaluate all projects to find if they meet 
the needs of today's members. Determine if all projects present 
a challenge to the member in each age range . 
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Problem : 4 - Her' s need more help and training in their 
specific projects . 

Recommendations~ Set up a system of project training . 
Choose a dult and olde r 4 - H Club m ember project leaders to 
receive training and pass this on to members at the local club 
level. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GROUPS OTHER THAN E XTENSION: 

Problem: More guidance needed in choosing school curric
ulums, and careers . 

Re commendations : Acquaint parents with school cur riculum s . 
Evaluate present school curriculum and m a k e necessary changes . 
Provide per s onalized career guidance in all schools b y compe
tent high school guidance personne l. 

P roble m: Inadequate chur c h attendance by our youth . 

Recommendations: Attend the chur ch of your choice 
regularly. 

Problem: Many school activities c ome after school hours. 
This keeps the student unduly away from home . 

R ecommendations: Examine the school activities to d e t e r
mine if they are justified and meet the needs and b e st interests 
of the students. Consider confining school activities to school 
days - - which could be lengthened to include them, thus elimi
nating extra trips to school on evenings and weekends . 

P roblem: Adequate recreational facilities are not avail
able . 

R ecommendations: M ake better use of public buildings , 
parks , and p l aygrounds . C onstruct add itional facilities where 
they are neede d . P rovid e p r oper supervision for a ll recreation 
facilit ies and p r ograms . 

Problem : Some youths exhibit a l ack of r e spect for prope rty, 
parents , supervisors , and e lders . 

R ecommendations: Establish policies such as the teenage 
c ode of cond uct . Stress to par ents the importance of setting an 
example and instructing childr en on decency and respect. 

Probl em: Yo u th oft en fails to realize the importance of 
e ducation . 

Recommendation : Encour age all young people to complete 
high school and to consider higher education. 
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Committees 
FARM BUSINESS 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 
Mr. 

and Mrs. Ralph Kittelson 
and Mrs. Gust Hartkopf 
Dean Meyer 
Warren Streed 
Roger Mahoney 
Julian Mybakke 
Gilbert Dehne 
Hubert Kohler 

Mr. Dick Schuerman 
Mr. Wesley Benham 
Mr. Francis Sinith 
Mr . Wm . . Stutelberg 
Mr. John E. Fahl 
Mr . Orman G. Canon 
Mr. Kenneth Anderson 
Mr. Howard Kelly 
Mr. James Walsh 
Mrs. Robert Conyers 
Mr. Waldemar Haglund 
Mr. Louis Weimerskirch 
Mr. Reuben Syverson 
Mr . John Frederickson 
Mr. W endell Falk 
Mr. Reuben Svor 
Mr. Frank Thaye r 
Mr. Ed J ohnson 
Mr. Ray Die derich 
Mr. Alfred Ol son 
Mrs. D. Williams 
Mr . John P eterson 
Mr. Orville Pr ing 
Mr. Elmer P ederson 
Mr. Ve rnon Munson 
Mr . L ynn Epseseth 
Mr. Ralph Schmidt 
Mr. M i ke Connolly 
Mr . Russ e ll Hanson 
Mr. C. E. Gesm e 
Mr. Wm . T . E st rem 
Mr. J ack Shekl eton 
Mr. Clarence Kirgues 

YOUTH 

Mrs . Milton Hillerud 
Mr s . Dale P e rry 

COMMtrNITY AFFAIRS 

Mr. Julien Barduson 
Mr. Lester Evans 
Mr. and Mr s . Leslie Brown 
Mr. Robert Kerr 
Mr. Elmer Schultz 
Mr. John McKay 
Mr. John R isch 
Mr . Carl Tollefson 
Mrs. Arnold Gome r 
Mrs. Lawrence J ohnson 
Mr. Lawrence Ande r son 
Mr . Rudolph Oste rbaue r 
Mrs . Emil E ngle son 
Mrs. Robert J . M c C a rthy 
Mrs. Robert Grace 
Mrs. Carl Anderson 
Mr . and Mrs. Herman Jessen 
Mr. and Mrs . Melvin Hanson 
Mr. and Mr s . Ernest Manthey 
Mr. G. E. Row berg 
Mrs. Astrid Lyse n 
Mr . Loren Lindahl 
M r . Gerhard Mitteness 
Mr. W. R. Sandbur g 
M r . C . H. M ogck 
Mr . J ames P a lm 
Mr. E. W. Solyst 
Mr. Robert Carruth.er s 
Mr s . Clara D a l e 
Mr. R onald Anfinson 
Mr . J ohn Almen 
Mr. M a rtin M c Gowan 
Mrs . Clarence Kirgues 

FAMILY LIVING 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Johnson 
Mr . and Mrs . Thomas Benson 
Mr. Floris Banken 
Mrs . R ay T e lford 
Mrs. Robe rt Schlie p 
Mr s . Harold Picht 
Mrs . John M c Kay 
Mrs . Fre d C. B eye r 
Mrs . Cornelius M c Geary 
Mrs . Joel L ee 
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YOUTH continued 

Mrs . Shorty Inks 
Mr. Victor Arnold 
Mr. Wm. T. Mahoney 
Mrs. Robert Kerr 
Mrs. Ed Hoffman 
Mrs. John Boelson 
Mrs. Norman Dehne 
Mrs. Lynn Espeseth 
Mrs. Donald Mittene s s 
Mr. Thomas McGee 
Mr. Telford Olson 
Mrs. Lyall Moross 
Mrs. Lyle Himley 
Mrs. George Antolick 
Mr. John J. O'Connor 

FAMILY LIVING continued 

Mrs. Everett Goff 
Mrs. Glenn Douglas 
Mrs. Ed Berens 
Mrs. Stener Olson. 
Mrs. Wilfred Hilleren 
Mr. Thomas Frentzel 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 

Donald Jensen 
and Mrs. Willie Haugen 
and Mrs F. Brackenbury· 
and Mrs. Wallace Monson 
Fayette Ranney 
Bruce Anderson 
Melvin Skarsten 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Broberg 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Skoglund 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Shores 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Linquist 
Mr. Chester Benson 
Mr. Wesley Anderson 
Mr. Orville Tatge 
Mr. Oliver Olson 
Mr. Jennings Torgelson 
Mr. P~tric.k 0 1 Connor 
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Summary 

In the area of livestock production, these are the main problems: 

e hog production - - diseases, producing meat type car casses 
e beef production -- buying cattle, feeding and feed additives 
•dairy production -- markets, quality, disease, and low 

production 
e sheep production - - diseases and general management 
e poultry production - - market a and quality of product 

In the Crops and Soils area, these are the probl ems: 

•soil and water conservation 
•wee d control 
• insect control 
•fertilizer use 

In the Farm Business area, the main probl ems are : 

e price of farm products 
e lack of farm records and record analysis 
•farm management training 

The Community Affairs committee lists as main probl ems: 

•tax reform 
•indifference to public affairs 
•rural-urban relations 

The Family Living committee points out these problems : 

•lack of parental interest in c h ildr en ' s activities 
•too many outside activities 
•diet problems 
•inadequate housing and sanitation 

The Youth Committee has these points: 

•community affairs for youth shoul d be coo r dinat ed 
• school functions should be limited to school hours 
•rec reational facilities shoul d be improved 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

lllllll lll l l~ lll lllll lllllllllll llll lllll lllllllllllllll lllll lllll lllll l ll l l~ 111111 
3 1951 003 912 437 L 


	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052

