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Why This Report 

To families in Meeker County: 

Early in 1959 the Extension Committee a nd the local Agri
cultural Extension agents decided to take a closer look at the 
farm , home , and community situation in Meeker County. At 
that time eight committees of 51 local people were set up to 
assist with this survey of the county . 

These committees met for the first time on December 16 , 
1959. They were asked to get information from the C e nsus , 
farm management records, the crop and live stock reporting 
s ervice, University personnel, local county and school offi
cials, and neighbors. They were asked to develop a report 
that include d the past and present situation, problems , and 
recommendations for future action by E x t e nsion agents . This 
bulletin is a compilation of these reports. It is designed to be 
a guid e not only to Extension agents but also to any individual 
or group interested in the development of our county. 

A list of the local people serving on these committees is 
found at the end of this publication. 

V. G . Anderson 

W. A. Peters 

Karl Krueger 

Herbert Putzier 

William V. Martinson 

Sincerely, 

Your MEEKER COUNTY AGRICUL
TURAL EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Alvin Anderson 

Mrs. Seymour Thompson 

Garfield Kittle son 

R ick Werner 
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HISTORY OF MEEKER COUNTY 

Meeker County is located in south central Minnesota, 60 
miles west of Minneapolis. It lies on the border between the 
prairie lands to the west and the 11 Big Woods" to the east. The 
land varies, but is largely made up of rich and fertile soil. It 
contains l 7 i townships, with a total population of 18, 793 and 
a taxable evaluation of $11, 914, 315 in 1959. Lakes , woods , 
and streams are generously scattered throughout the county. 

Meeker County was established February 3, 1856 . It was 
named in honor of Bradley B. Meeker, who was Associate 
Justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, charter member of 
the Minnesota Historical Socie t y, and one of the first members 
of the B oard of R egents of the University of Minnesota . 

Litchfiel d, organized in 1858, is the county seat, and has 
a population of over 5, 000. It was first named Ness, after Ole 
Hal vorson Ness, one of a party of Norwegian settlers who 
came in 1856 . In 1869 the name was changed to Litchfield, in 
honor of a family who he l ped bring a railway into this area . 
In that year also, the county seat was moved from Forest City 
to Litchfie l d . 

Meeker Coun ty F arms 

In 195 0 there were 2, 229 fa r ms i n Meeker Cou nty, with 
an average acreage of 16 1. 4 acres per farm . In 1959 there 
were 3, 102 farms with an average acreage of 17 4 . 5 acres 
per farm . Eighty - one percent of the farmers own or are part 
owners of the farms they operat e. 

Gross receipts from a ll coun ty farms are as follows (in 
formation taken from the Federal Cens us ): 

Enterprise 
Dairy':' 
Cash crops 
H ogs 
Poult ry 
Beef 
Sheep 

1949 
$4,6 00 , 000 

2,6 00 , 000 
2,8 76 ,000 
2, 5 08, 000 
1, 0 96, 000 

55, 78 7 

1954 
$5, 0 28, 000 

3,36 0 , 000 
2 , 8 10 , 000 
1 ,853, 000 

836,0 00 
29,483 

'~ Note: The 196 0 Federal Census shows 1, 426 farms report 
i n g the sal e of mil k a nd cream, with gross receipts 
total ing $5, 23 7 , 7 8 0. 
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MEEKER COUNTY EXTENSION WORK 

The Agricultural Extension Service was organized in 
Meeker County in 1917. Its organization was made possible 
through the Smith-Lever Act of 1914 . This law required a 
sponsoring organization of local people pledged to support and 
promote this service . The Farm Bureau, being the only na
tional farm organization at that time, was formed in Meeker 
County for this purpose. Three hundred members, at $2 . 50 
per member, were required and secured. 

Assisting in these developments were representatives of 
the University of Minnesota; W. E . Morris, then County Agent 
of Renville County; Alfred Carlstad of Dassel; Charl es Nelson 
of Litchfield; representatives of high school agriculture depart-
ment; 11 and other prominent farmers and business men of 
the county . 11 '~ Finally this group met with the county commis
sioners. Their vote was unanimous for starting the Extension 
Service, " though not without a struggle."':' 

County Commissioners serving in 1917 were 0. H. Hal
vorson, Andrew Evenson, Simon Oster, Matthew Flynn, and 
Thomas Hallihan, with Andrew Palmquist as County Auditor. 

First officers of the organization sponsoring the Extension 
Servic e were: J. H. Lawrence, President; G. G. Robinson, 
Vice -President; William H. Peters, S ecretary-Treasurer; 
and F. F. Marshall, N . 0. Evenson, and Simon Oster , Di
rectors, with other committee members made up of repre
sentatives from 15 other community organizations. 

Recently there has been a general feeling that because 
Extension has 11 come of age" and needs no sponsoring agency, 
it should no longer be legally linked to any one farm organiza
tion . Consequently, the 19 53 L egislatur e provided for the dis
solving of this tie. 

County agents hired by the county commissioners up to 
the present agent have been: John Sheay, 191 8 -191 9; T. G. 
Stitts, 1919-1924; W. K. Dyer, 1924-1931; R.H. Steidl, 1931-
1932; Ralph Wayne, 1932-1942; and John Sheay, 1942-1952. 

'~ From early reports of John Sheay, first County Agent of 
Meeker County . 
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COUNTY EXTENSION WORK 

THE COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE 
DETERMINES ANNUAL PROGRAM OF WORK 

which is carried out by ... 

A TRAINED COUNTY STAFF 
MAKING CONTACTS with .. 

ORGANIZED GROUPS and INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS 

in 

FOUR BROAD EDUCATIONAL AND 
SERVICE AREAS 

e FARM BUSINESS 

e THE FAMILY 

e YOUTH 

e COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

with the final goal of •.. 

" A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE 

OF MEEKER COUNTY" 
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All COUNTY PEOPLE 
HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
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PROGRAM PLANNING 



A study of annual reports submitted by the Extension 
agents over the years shows a varied program designed for 
improved farming and family living. Among the activities have 
been: 

Livestock improvement through better feeding and man
agement, bull rings, DHIA, etc. 

Poultry improvement through better feeding and manage
ment, recordkeeping, etc . 

Crop improvement, including Thatcher wheat, Gopher 
oats, alfalfa, fer tilizers , pasture management, etc. 

Farm management, recordkeeping, management services, 
farm employment agencies, etc . 

Soil-conservation work and the development of soil - con 
servation districts. 

Close cooperation with AAA and subsequent programs 
(now the ASC office). 

Active participation in the development of R EA. 

Continual assistance to farmers' cooperatives. 

Animal-disease-control programs. 

Weed- and insect-control programs . 

Home management through home agents. 

4-H Clubwork for boys and girls. 

The Agricultural Extension Servic e, through its agents, 
claims some credit for a few of the "first" in Meeker County . 
Among them are: 

Organization of the First District of Land 0 1 Lakes 
Creameries - 1921. 

First to have an area TB test for cattle - 1923 . 

First in Minnesota to have a Rural Electric Cooperative. 
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Also a first, but before Extension's tim e , was the first 
cooperative livestock - shipping association in the United States 
- 1906 . 

In 195 1 the County Farmers' Union was organized. The 
first officers were: Ben Marshall, President; Sidney Putzier , 
Vice-President; and Marvin Sletten, Secretary. The thir:d 
major farm organization, the National Grange, is not repre
sented in Meeker County. 

Local Extension agents are pleased to work with such 
groups as the Farmers ' Union, the Farm Bureau, farmers' 
cooperatives, Chambers of Commerce , schools, private busi
ness, etc. They also are glad to work with and give assistance 
to any person r e questing their help. The Extension Service 
agents also are appr ec iative of the fine cooperation they have 
received from individuals and groups in such things as field 
demonstrations, trials, countywide meetings, 4-H Club work, 
etc . 

The Extension Staff 

In the ear ly days of Extension work the county agricul
tural agent, the only agent employed at that tim e, carried on 
the entire Extension program, with limite d assistance from 
the state Extension staff from the College of Agriculture. The 
home project work and 4-H Club work expande d rapidly after 
the employment of additional fu ll -time staff members. The 
county agricultural agent was then allowe d to concentrate on 
the agricultural program, still supervising the total Extension 
program in the county . Cooperative Extension work in Meeker 
County carries on educational programs for farmers, home
makers, and youth. All agents share in this thre efold program. 

The present county Extension staff consists of: 

C aunty Agricultural Agent Howard G. Grant 

Assistant County Agent Ralph W. Taylor 

Home Agent MaTy Endter 

Secretary Carolyn Pehle 
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The County Extension Committee 

The County Board of Commissioners is authorized to ap 
propriate funds, within limitations, for county Extension work 
in agricultur e and home economics, as stated in a Minnesota 
legislative act amended as of 1953 . This act also provides for 
an Extension Committee consisting of nine local men and wo
men. At l east two members of the Extension Committee shall 
be women. The members are appointed for three - year t e rms , 
two being appointe d each year . 

The county Extension Committee has the overall respon 
sibility for work in the county, ini::luding budget planning, per
sonnel sel ection, and program development. The Extension 
agents consult with the committee in carrying out the program. 
The committee in turn encourages the cooperation of a ll in
dividuals and organizations to make the most profitable us e of 
Extension acti vi ties . 

M eeke r County Ext ension Committee . S eate d, l eft to right: 
H erbert Putzier, County Commissioner ; William V. Martin
son, County Auditor; Karl Krueger; Rick W e rner, County 
Commissioner; V. G. Anderson; Mrs . Seymou r Thompson; 
Mrs . Alvin Anderson; A. B. Hage n , County Agent Supervisor. 
Standing: Howard Grant, County Agent; Ralph Taylor, Assist
ant County Agent . Not shown: Garfield Kittleson; William A. 
Peters. 
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Committee Reports 

GENERAL FARM MANAGEMENT 

Farm Organization 

Situation 

Meeke r County farmers are living through the same rev
olution in farming as other farmers are throughout the state. 
R ecently a study was made of the changes in farming between 
the years 1927 and 195 7 . Farms in the Southeast Minnesota 
F arm Management Service were used. The following is a sum
mary of some of these changes: 

Labor- -man-hours per acre 
Dairy- -hours per cow 
Machinery investment 
Tractor, electrical power 

investment 
Average cash sales per farm 
Average cash expense 
Amount spent per dollar return 
Household expenses 

19 2 7 

30 
166 

$4,400 
$2,250 
$ . 51 
$706 

1957 

6 
100 
up 200 percent 

up 382 percent 
$18,800 
$13,200 
$. 70 
$3,078 

This study also pointed up the importance of two elements 
in modern farming, namely, volume of business and produc
tion efficiency . It proved again that, to be successful, a farm 
must have the following, which a farmer has some control 
over: 

(1) Adequate size. 
(2 ) Wis e sel ection of ente rp r ise. 
( 3) High production per cow and per acre. 
(4 ) Efficient use of land, labor, and capital. 

In 1948, farming ranked first among all industries as a 
source of personal income in Minnesota . By 1954, farming 
had dropped to fourth place, actually accounting for only one -
tenth of the income . This reduction resulte d in many leaving 
the farm for other employment. 
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It is recommended that farm management be given first 
consideration in future Extension activities. Most farmers 
need more help in becoming adjusted to changing agricultural 
conditions. It is also suggested that farm management and or
ganization become a prelude to improved production, which 
requires extensive capital investments. 

Problems 

(1) Generally poor farm-business records . 
(2) Excessive capital production investments. 
(3) Inadequate planning in use of labor. 
(4) Inadequate planning in reorganizing the farm busi-

ness . 
(5) Undercapitalization. 
(6 ) Better utilization of land and buildings . 
(7) L ow-quality products on some farms . 
(8) Transfer of ownership to young farmers , 
(9) Insufficient planning for use of income . 

( 10) Inadequate credit counseling . 
( 11) Unwise use of credit. 

Recommendations 

( 1) Keep records on individual enterprises. We rec -
ommend the "Minnesota Farm Acount Book." 

(2) Plan investments carefully to fit the farming oper-
a ti on . 

(3) Direct the use of labor toward the most profitable 
enterprise. 

(4) Direct the planning of a reorganization to fit the 
capabilities of the farmer and the family. EXAMPLE - forage
producing farm should be geared to roughage - consuming live
stock . 

(5 ) Urge lending agencies to recognize the changes in 
farming and need for specialization of farm enterprises. 
Adequate volume of ente r prises should be provided to utilize 
land, facilities, and family labor to assure adequate income. 

(6 ) Plan versatile farm buildings to accommodate var-
ied livestock enterprises. Plan filled l ayouts to match soil 
contour and available machinery . 
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(7 ) Encourage production of high uniform quality of 
products that will be acceptable to the consumer {Grade A 
milk, quality eggs, meat-type hogs, etc .). 

(8 ) Prepare a will and keep it up to date . U rge farmers 
to seek legal counsel to provide a more orderly transfer of 
property. Encourage father-son partnerships where desirable. 

(9 ) Prepare plan of expenditures within available in-
come both in farm and home. Provide or set aside an amount 
equal to annual depreciation for capital improvements and re
placements . 

( 10 ) Keep young farmers currently inform e d of available 
credit sources. Plan the debt-carrying capacity of the farm 
and farmer. 

( 11) Keep credit obligations in line with potential income; 
plan debt repayment. Urge centralized credit. 

Farm Finance 

Situation 

R e cognizing the fact that the price of land and marketing 
are at an a ll time high and that cost of production continuously 
increases, it is the opinion of the Farm-Finance Committee 
that farm - finance information is an absolute necessity . The 
end results of any and all farm operations are the reduction 
of farm debts and the establishment of a satisfactory level of 
living . Too often the lack of a sound farm-credit program has 
resulted in the failure of the farm business . We find many 
y oung men failing to enter the business of farming because 
they do not have sufficient cre dit knowledge and do not know 
where to get it. The fact is also established that there is a 
definite l ack of interfamily knowledge of the financial and l egal 
phases of the farm business . The result of this is felt when a 
death occurs in the fami l y . 

It is with th ese facts in mind that this group has set forth 
the fo llowing problems and recommendations . 

Probl ems 

{l) S ources of credit , long a nd short term . 
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(2) Capital requirements of farming . 
(3) Workable father-son partnerships and family farm 

corporations. 
(4) Lack of information within the family on financial 

and l egal matters (wills, deeds , mortgages, in
h e ritanc es, contracts for deed, rental agreements). 
Information by the individual on debt-repayment 
ability of his farm enterprises ( record books) . 

(5) Financial management, expense budgeting, yearly 
inventory, financial statements, income tax and its 
impact on finances . 

R ecommendations 

( l) Hold panel-type meetings on credit. 

(2 ) Give information to farmers on capital require-
ments for their farm businesses. 

(3 ) Refe r some partnership and family corporation 
problems to the Meeker County Bar Association. 

(4 ) Provid e information through group meetings, etc . , 
on family financial and legal matters. Make this information 
available to high -school seniors. 

(5 ) Provide (through Extension office) forms for budget-
ing and for financial statements. Urge greater use of the Min
nesota Farm Account Book, handled by the Extension office. 

Farmers' Cooperatives 

Situation 

American farmers have long been builders and promoters 
of cooperatives because of the natur e of their business. Meek
er County has always been strong for farmers' cooperatives, 
being the birthplace of Land 0' Lakes C reame rie s ( 1921) , the 
first livestock-shipping association in America (1 906), and 
the first REA in Minnesota . Currently there are 38 coopera
tives listed with the Secretary of State. They are as follows: 

l federation of cooperatives - First District Land 0' Lakes 
11 cooperative creameries 

5 livestock-shipping associations 
l power cooperative - Meeker County Power and Light 
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3 consumer cooperatives - Farms Corporation, Dassel 
{farm machinery); Consumers Cooperative, 
Litchfield (gas and oil ); Farm Bureau 
Service Co. {feed and fertilizer ) 

8 breeders; cooperatives {artificial insemination of 
cattle ) - Minnesota Valley, 5 locations; 
Consolidated Breeders, 3 locations 

6 dairy - herd - improvement associations 
2 credit cooperatives - National Farm Loan and Produc

tion Credit Association 
cooperative elevator - Darwin 

Problems 

( 1) Keeping the public informed about the relationship 
between cooperatives and private industry and about 
general public re l ations. 

(2 ) Need for standardization of cooperative laws as 
they pertain to the modern - day cooperative. 

(3 ) Lack of proper incentive for personnel to perpetuate 
sound management within the cooperative. 

(4 ) Indifference of members toward operation and man
agement of their cooperatives. 

(5 ) Apparent l ack of youth education as to the value of 
cooperatives. 

Recommendations 

( 1) Promote cooperation among county cooperatives in 
carrying out a sound e ducational and informational program. 

(2 ) Encourage the state d epartment of agriculture, 
state Extension Service, and cooperatives to work together 
on cooperative laws. 

(3 ) Urge all cooperatives to give more thought to pro-
duction incentives. 

(4 ) Promote an active interest by the members in co-
operatives. Cooperatives should publicize the principles of 
their type of business at annual meetings. etc . 

( 5) Make edu cational materials on cooperatives avail -
able to high - school students to be used for essays, speeches, 
and other special school projects . 
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Situation 

The dairy cow is steadily increasing in importance in 
Meeker County. During the years immediately following World 
War II and the Korean conflict, the attractive prices for cash 
crops such as corn and soybeans caused many farmers to 
market their grains in that manner rather than through feed
ing of livestock . However, since the decline in prices many 
:farmers are again turning to the dairy cow for a steady year
round income. 

According to the 1959 Federal Census, the annual income 
from dairy products in Meeker County in 1949 was 4f million 
dollars and in 1959 was $5, 237, 780 . If the sale of cattl e is in
cluded, the total dairy income was 9 million dollars. In 1950 
there were ove r 22, 000 dairy animals over 2 years of age, 
while in 1958 this number had risen to 26, 000 . The average 
production per cow in 1954 was 6, 500 pounds milk and 221 
pounds butterfat , and in 1958 was 7, 700 pounds milk and 269 
pounds butterfat. A cow producing less than 250 pounds fat 
returns brought very little for the dairyman's labor. The 
average - sized herd in 1958 was 25 cows. 

In February , 1958, averages were made on all cows on 
test in the county in 1957 . They are as follows: average milk 
production per cow - 9 , 900 pounds; average butterfat produc
tion - 357 pounds. 

A new trend in dairying is the loose-housing plan 
now found on many Meeker County farms . 
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The trend is toward selling whole milk. In 1955 , only 15 
percent of the marketed product was cream , and this amount 
is steadily decreasing . 

Many dairymen are increasing the size of their herds, to 
make it more profitable to modernize e xisting barn faciliti e s 
by installing laborsaving devices such as barn cleaners, silo 
unloaders, pipeline milking, and bulk milk coolers. At pr e sent 
there are approximately 60 bulk coolers in Meeker County , and 
the number of all these devices is also increasing daily . 

The first creamery in Meeker County was the Danielson 
Creamery at Rosendale. There are now 10 plants manufactur
ing dairy products and one cheese-manufacturing plant . John 
Brandt, who could foresee the advantages of cooperative mar
keting of dairy products, was one of this county's outstanding 
leaders". He was instrumental in organizing Land 0' Lakes 
Creameries, which now has its main plant in Minneapolis. 
One of the largest drying plants in the world is located in 
Litchfield. It has sought to produce a top-quality product 
through volume and efficiency in handling to give a top dollar 
return to the dairymen of the area . Ten years ago , 16-17 gal
lons of fuel oil were needed to produce 100 pounds of milk 
powder; today 9 gallons are required. In 1954 it took 337, 000 
man-hours to produce 18, 000, 000 pounds of milk powder; in 
1959, 250, 000 man-hours to manufacture 32, 000, 000 pounds 
of powder . This shows a reduction of 87, 000 man-hours per 
year, with a 77 percent increase in milk - powder output . 

Number 
Herds 

DHIA PROGRESS 1917-1960 Number 
Associations 

..-~~-r-~~~--.~~~~-.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

150 6 

125 5 

100 4 

75 3 

50 2 

25 

1917 '23 '30 ' 40 ' 50 '60 
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Meeker was the first county in M i nnes ota to have a com
plete TB te st on its cattle, in 192 3 . Now, 37 years later, ther e 
is seldom an animal found w ith TB. 

Bruce llosis has also b een a problem with M eeker County 
dairy cattle . The first complete t e st for this came in 1952 . 
Four hundred and eight infected herds were found, plus 300 
sus p ec t e d herds. In the area test of 1955 , 119 infected herds 
were found. On April 1, 1960, after a retest involving 396 
head of cattle, only 8 head were found to be infected. 

Why K eep Milk Production R ecords? - A study of DHIA 
results points out the importance of knowing the productive 
level of each cow in the herd. Here are two tables that show 
the influence of production and production records on income. 
(a ll Minnesota c ows on test in 19 58 ). 

Level of M ilk Year ly Feed F ee d Cost 
Produc tion, Cost per per 100 R eturn over 
Pounds Cow Pounds Milk Feed Cost 

5, 142 $96 $1. 87 $116 
8,0 14 119 1. 48 196 

11, 005 135 1. 23 235 
13,886 148 1. 07 312 

How Many C ows Are Neede d to Produce a $3, 000 Lab or 
Income? - T h e number depends on the productive level of the 
herd. DHIA t esting will give y ou this information on each cow. 
The following table is based on farm - production records. 

Production per 
Cow (Pounds 
of Butterfat) 

22 1 
300 
358 
400 
5 00 

Yearly Labor 
Income per Cow 
(at $2 . 90 per 
Cwt. Milk) 

$9 
61 
95 
122 
17 8 

Number of Cows 
and Amount of Milk 
Needed to Produce 
$3, 000 Labor Income 
number pounds 
cows milk 

333 7 4, 000 
49 14, 700 
32 11 , 500 
25 10 , 000 
17 8,500 

Note: Higher -pr oducing cows mean l e ss work, l ess 
surplus milk . 
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Problems 

( 1) L ow mil k production on many farms and consequent
ly l ow return over feed costs . 

(2 ) Lack of year-around attention to care and feeding 
of the d airy _herd . This is particularly tTue during 
the summer when the heavy labor load for crops 
and dried - up pastures result in an annual slump in 
milk production. 

(3 ) Inadequate housing and few laborsaving devices on 
many farms. 

(4 ) Prevalence of mastitis and several other diseases. 
Many times home treatment with drugs is desirable. 
However, sometimes these drugs are carelessly 
use d , resulting in adulterated milk. 

(5 ) Still room for improvement on many farms and 
milk p l ants in high - quality milk production. Con 
sumers want a clean milk - not a cleaned milk . 

(6 ) Decrease in butter consumption. 

Recommendations 

( 1) Encourage greater participation in Dairy Herd Im-
provement Associations . Help dairymen who test their cows 
to make better use of the information in their herd books for 
rigid culling of low producers, feeding according to produc 
tion, and using better sires . Artificial insemination is a good 
source of better sires . 

(2 ) Promot e better summer feeding through improved 
pastures, rotation grazing, green chopping, dry - lot feeding, 
etc. 

(3 ) Show farmers how to remodel their dairy barns and 
reduce their l abor l oads through more convenient arrange
ments and laborsaving equipment . 

(4 ) Emphasize the responsible use of drugs when treat-
ing mastitis and other diseases, to protect the milk suppl y . 
Followi ng the manufactur ers ' directions to the l etter is im
portant. 

(5 ) Encourage the production of quality milk through 
better sanitation and modern milkhouses. 

(6 ) Support dairy advertising and promote the liberal 
use of dairy products . They are unexcelled in nutritive value. 
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Livestock 

Situation 

Meeker County is basically a livestock-producing county 
in that most of the crops produced are fed through livestock 
and dairy animals. General livestock ranks high among in
come sources in the county. Hogs, poultry, sheep, and beef 
are very important parts of our farm economy and are neces
sary for the efficient use of labor . 

A large proportion of the hogs raised annually in Meeker 
County are farrowed between March 1 and May 1. This means 
that a large percentage of the pigs raised are sold on a low 
market. However, in recent years there is a tendency for the 
leveling out of the hog market through the use of multiple far
rowing. 

Beef-cattle production and sheep production have been 
minor enterprises in the county, but more farmers are shift
ing every year to these phases of the livestock enterprise. 
They will certainly become more prominent in the county as 
time goes on . 

Problems 

( 1) Not enough use of tested sires to improve carcasses 
and feed efficiency of swine. 

( 2) Small litter size. 
(3) Lack of attention to swine sanitation in many farm 

ope rations. 
(4) Farrowing of most hogs between March 1 and May 1. 
(5) Buying and marketing of beef cattle . 
(6) Not enough information on beef-cattle feeding. 
(7) Profit margins unfavorable to small poultry-flock 

owners due to increased pressure from large com
mercial flocks . Small size of farm flocks leaves 
farmer at a disadvantage in economy of production. 

(8 ) Lack of good records in egg-production and feed 
costs. 

(9 ) Lack of good records in all livestock enterprises. 
( 10) Lack of information for beginners in sheep business 

in regar d to management and marketing . 
( 11) Lack of general farm-management information. 
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Recommendations 

( 1) Recommend that farmers keep better records on 
swine, swine production, and sales, and encourage use of 
swine - testing stations by breeders and use of on - the - farm 
testing of breeding stock. 

(2 ) Make more information available on feeding, man-
agement, and housing to improve animal health and efficiency 
in feed consumption. 

(3 ) Keep farmers posted on dis eases and new measures 
that might be taken to prevent swine diseases. 

(4 ) Give more information on winter care of farrowing 
sows if m ultiple farrowing is to be emphasized. 

(5 ) Use outlook information to keep farmers up - to-date 
on changes in cattle cycles . 

(6 ) Give information on feeding cattle to use more 
roughages and to make better use of home-grown feeds . Beef 
feeders should a l so be urged to kee p better records in order 
to maximize returns to feed. 

(7 ) Help small flock owners reduce production costs 
through better management. Work with quality-egg programs 
in or der to ge t be tter markets for locally produce d eggs . 

(8 ) Provide information on capital and labor in differ-
ent - sized flo cks and diffe r e nt farm enterprises. 

(9 ) Make better use of information available to farmers 
in fee ding and management of livestock enterprises. 

( 10) Make information avai lable to sheep raisers on man -
agement practices, disease control, and marketing . 

( 11) R ecomm e nd that the Extension Service d evot e more 
time to farm management, as this is th e area of farming that 
ne e ds the most he l p t oday. 
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Soils and Crops 

Situation 

The eastern and northern townships of Meeker Cou nty 
were originally hardwood forest and part of the "Big Woods" 
area of Minnesota. The rest of the county was prairie, with 
many marshes that handicapped the e a r ly settlers in their ef
forts to farm the land . 

All of the county was glaciated, and the topography range s 
from nearly level to gently rolling in the prairie regions to 
rolling and hilly in the original forest ar e as·. Many lakes, pot
holes, and undrained marshes occur throughout the county . 
Water erosion is a serious problem on the generally rolling 
steep land. Wind erosion and drought a re serious problems on 
the Darwin sand flats and sandy areas along the main branche s 
of the Crow River . Drainage and soil management are common 
problems throughout the county. The 11-year average rainfall , 
1947 -1 958, was 26 inches per year . 

Soils 

The soils pattern of Meeker County presents a very com
plex picture, varying in texture from the gravelly loamy sands 
and loamy sands to the heavie r - textured clay loams and silty 
clay loams. To date 56 different soil types have been found in 
Meeker County, through soil survey s conducted by the Soil 
Conservation S ervice in cooperation with the M eeker County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. S everal soil ty pes pe
culiar to Meeker County have b een found . 

The 56 soil types, plus the v arying degre es of e rosion, 
slopes, topography, and calcareous (high-lim e ) varients total 
approximately 200 different soil conditions for planning con
siderations . Note also the problem ar e a map on page 21, for 
the d ifferent soil areas in the county. The most comm on soil 
ty pes are Clarion, Nicolle t , Webster, Glencoe, L este r , Hub 
bard, and Wadena. 

Cash crops rank second in sourc e of farm income in the 
county . However, there is a general need for more lime and 
fertilizer. Thirty percent of the soil samples teste d at the Uni~ 
versity Laboratory show a need for lim e . While 5, 000 tons of 
fertilizer were used here in 1959, only 55 to 60 percent of the 
cornland was fertilize d that year. About 25 percent of the 
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hayland gets fertilizer before being plowed up . Average corn 
yields in the county range from 50 to 60 bushels per acre, 
while many farmers produce 100 bushels or more. 

Meeker County has shown a gratifying growth in soil
testing activities. The following figures show the number of 
soil samples received at the University Soil-Testing Labora
tory: 

Soil Erosion 

1954 - 48 
1955 - 121 
1956 - 132 
1957 - 222 
1958 - 483 
1959 - 660 

Water erosion and wind erosion are attendant hazards for 
most of the soils in Meeker County . Each year considerable 
soil is lost through wind and water erosion. Proper land-us e 
adjustments and needed soil-conservation practices are im
perative for adequate erosion control. 

Soil Types 

A brief description follows of each of the nine soil - type 
areas, as shown on the accompanying map on page 21 . The 
map and key are included in this report because Meeker 
County soils are varied and complex. (The original copy for 
the map was prepared by the local Soil Conservation Service.) 

Area I This area is very nearly level. The soils are dark-
colored silt loams and silty clay loams developed from gray
ish-colored limy glacial till. Drainage is the major problem. 
The dominant soils are Webster, Nicollet, and Glencoe. 

Area II The topography of this area is nearly level to un-
dulating. The soils are dark-colored silt loams and silty clay 
loams. Drainage is the major problem, but some water ero 
sion occurs on the slopes . Dominant soils are Nicollet, Web
ster, Clarion, and Glencoe. 

Area III The topography of this area is dominantly gently 
rolling with variable - sized areas of da rk- colored silt loams 
and silty clay loams. Drainage is a problem throughout the 
area. Dominant soils are Clarion, Webster, Storden, and 
Glencoe. 
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Area IV The topography of this area is generally rolling, 
with areas of steeply rolling slopes. The soils of this unit are 
generally moderately dark to dark-colored loams and silt 
loams underlaid by grayish-colored, limy glacial till. Water 
erosion ranges from moderate to severe on the cultivated 
slopes . Dominant soils are Lester, Webster, Peat, Storden, 
and Hayden . 

Area V The topography of this area ranges from strongly 
rolling to hilly . The soils of this unit are light-colored loams. 
Sheet erosion and gully erosion are severe throughout the area . 
Dominant soils are Hayden, Peat, Lester, and Webster. 

Area VI The topography of this area is gently rolling to roll
ing, with variable-sized areas of more leve l land and steeper 
slopes included. The soils include dark-colored loams and 
local areas of fine sandy loams . Dominant soils are Truman, 
Madelia, Lester , Webster, and Hubbard . 

Area VII This area includes the roughest land in the district. 
The topography ranges from very strongly rolling to steeply 
hilly. The soils of this unit are predominantly light to moder
ately dark-colored loams but are mixed with sandy loams. 
Water erosion is a serious problem throughout the area. 
Dominant soils are Hayden, Burnsville, Storden, and Peat. 

Area VIII The topography ranges from rolling to strongly roll
ing with complex slopes . Generally the soils in this unit are 
dark - colored loams and sandy loams . Drought is a problem 
over much of this area. Dominant soils are Lakeville , Stor
den-Lakeville complex, Dickinson, and Lester . 

Area IX This unit is a nearly level plain. The soils are 
dark-colored and vary in texture from loamy fine sands to 
fairly heavy loams. Wind ero sion and drought are common 
problems in this area . Many areas of poorly drained soils 
occur in this unit also. Dominant soils ar e Hubbard, Wadena, 
and Estherville.· 

Crops 

Income from cash crops is ·second only to dairy in Meek
er County . The following list shows the relative importance 
of the various crops and their trends between 1950 and 1957 , 
plus average yields for 1957 and 1958. 

- 23 -



l. Corn -- Production acreage 91, 500, an increase of 10, 000 
acres . Averaged yield-'-50 bushels per acre in 1957 and 54 in 
1958. 

2 . Soybeans - - Production up substantially, acreage up four 
times to 41, 700 acres. Average yield--20 bushels in 1957 and 
18 in 1958. 

3. Oats -- Production down, acreage dropped 25, 000 acres, 
now 49, 700 acres. Average yield--35 bushels in 1957 and 56 
in 1958 . 

4. Barley - - Production dropping sharply, acreage from 
20, 000 to 1, 000. Average yield - - about 20 bushels in 1957 and 
38 in 1958. 

5 . Hay - - Production up, alfalfa increased 10, 000 acres to 
35, 000 . Average yield- - 2. 6 tons per acre in 1957 and 2 . 2 in 
1958. 

6. Wheat -- Production down substantially, about 70 percent 
less. Average yield-- 26 bushels in 1957 and 28 in 1958. 

7 . Flax -- Production down, acreage dropped from 5, 300 to 
240 acres. A ve rage yield--8 . 5 bushels in 1957 and 14 in 1958. 

Problems 

( 1) Intensified use of soil test and fertilizer materials. 
(2 ) Shortage of legumes and grasses in rotations on 

land with major erosion hazards . 
(3) Soil compaction and low organic matter. 
(4) Lack of understanding of soil limitations for crop 

ping. 
(5) Poor pastures and hayland. 
(6) Lack of attention paid to adapted varieties, weed

free seed, high-germination seed, etc. Seed is one 
of the smallest parts of crop-production costs . 

(7) Many thistles, mustard, cockleburs, foxtail, and 
other weeds, in spite of increased knowledge of 
weeds and their habits and in spite of ve ry effective 
weed - control chemicals. 

(8) General lack of information on the benefits and 
limitations of spraying crops fur weeds, insects, 
and diseases. Users must think not only of crop 
hazards but also, even more important, of live• 
stock and human health hazards from errors in 
crop spraying. 
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(9) Sheet erosion generally goes unnoticed but results 
in our greatest loss of top soil. Gully erosion can 
b e seen more easily and still is a common sight 
after a rain. Soil is lost every year and in every 
rain on many field s where soil-conservation prac
tices are not used. One can well ask, "How many 
years can we let this go on and still expect the land 
to produce feed and food profitably?" Other types 
of erosion are found in stream banks, highway 
slopes, etc. 

( 10) Wind erosion is a yearly fall and spring occurrence . 
Fence rows are built up to heights of 4 to 6 feet in 
many areas . Soils in many areas are sandy and 
blow every year . During the open winter of 1958-
59 even heavy soils, fall plowed, blew and added 
to the dust storms . 

Recommendations 

( 1) Give greater emphasis to soil testing to point up 
the fertility needs. The Agricultur al Extension Service dem
onstrates this continually. However, high-school agricultural 
teachers do a lot also through the classroom to promote more 
science in soil management. The continuance of farm ferti 
lizer demonstrations by the county agents is of major impor
tance . The need for fertilizers also shows up in SGS farm 
plans. 

(2 ) Make further studies on soil capabilities. Many 
soils c~n be held in place only with sod crops . 

( 3 ) Provide material on how to maintain organic mat-
ter, highly important in soil conservation, fertilizer use, and 
profitable crop production. Excessive soil compaction thwarts 
all other efforts in a good cropping system. An opportunity to 
avoid this is within reach through minimum-tillage practices 
such as wheel-track planting , etc . 

(4 ) Provide more information on intensive cropping. 
Apparently continuous corn has its place on some Meeker 
County farms, if properly handle d. 

(5 ) Place increased emphasis on better forage pro-
grams, whether rotation pastures, field crop, or silage pro-

,,_1 grams . 
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(6 ) Promote the production and use of certified seed. 
Variety test plots on l ocal farms are helpful and interesting. 
Encourage farmers to select a h yb rid corn that is of suitable 
maturity , is high yielding, and has a low percentage of stalk 
rot, lodging , and ear droppi n g . This information is available 
to farmers in the bulletin, "Hybrid Corn Performance Trials," 
available at the county agent1 s office . 

(7) Promote better wee d control through an informed 
public (benefits to crops from l ess weed competition, cultural 
and chemical wee d- control methods, etc .) , clos e r wo rk with 
the county wee d-control superv isor, and much more enfo rce
ment of existing wee d laws . 

(8 ) Continue and intensify e ducation on the use of chem -
icals in agriculture, to prevent adulteration of feed and food 
through wrong or irresponsibl e use of these chemical aids . 
Their use in agricultur e is as necessary in modern farming 
as in modern medical prac ti ce . 

(9 ) Stress the us e of soil-conservation practices; land 
own ers must become more soil-conservation minded. This is 
a must if future gen e rations are to have the high standard of 
living currently enj oye d. Food production is basic . Clos e co 
operation betwee n the Agricultural Extension Servi ce and the 
Soil Conservation S e r vice shoul d be maintained. Emphasis 
must be put on contour tillage, terracing, strip cropping, 
minimum tillage, crop - residue management, crop rotations , 
and other practices. 

(10) Emphasize fi e ld and farmstead she lterbelts (single 
and multipl e row) , wind stripcropping, cover crops, more 
use of l egu mes and grasses, and l ess fall plowing on light 
soils. R e lated agencies c an best control wind erosion by co 
operati ve efforts . Assistance from the Distri ct Forester is 
neede d here. Government cost sharing through the ASC office 
for many soil - conservation practices he lp s lighten the financial 
burden for farmers . 

Water Management 

Situation 

Proper water management is of vital importance to the 
maintenance of productive farm units in the county . Such man
agement would inc l ude drainage, watershe d management, 
marsh managem e nt, irrigation, e tc. 
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Probl ems 

( 1) General lack of information on soil productivity of 
areas needing drainage . Technical assistance is 
needed for tiling, ditching, and maintaining drain
age systems. 

(2 ) A need for more water conservation through water
-shed management. 

(3 ) More information needed on crop irrigation, soil 
types suitable for irrigation and on costs, water 
rights, and water laws. 

A grassed waterway on the farm of Henry 
Putzier, Ellsworth Township . 

Recommend ations 

(1) Point out d rainage principl es, sources of help, and 
other educational phases (Extension agents can help in this). 
Technical help on drainage projects must come from the SCS; 
government cost sharing, where applicable, from the ASC 
office. 
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(2) Urge further e ducation on conservation practices 
for better water use and the handling of watershe ds. 

(3 ) Hold special farm meetings soon on irrigation in 
Meeker County to show farmers it s benefits and limitations . 

Wildlife and Recreation 

Si tuation 

Meeker County , with its lakes, rivers, woods , and east
ern hills, has its share of natural beauty. However, the trend 
from extensive farming to an intensive management of every 
acre for maximum production leaves only small hope for 
maintaining wildlife populations on these intensively managed 
areas . Dee r , pheasant, duck, quail, and fish are present 
wi thin our county borders, and should be preserved for future 
hunting and fishing . The demand for outdoor recreation is in 
creas ing; people have more time for recreation now than in 
the past. 

Problems 

(1) Many acres of marshland are being drained each 
year to bring more land into production. Most of 
the se areas are ideal wildl ife habitats. Many other 
areas along lakes and streams, especially along the 
Crow River, are unsuited to agriculture, and there 
fore are l eft idle. 

(2) Native wi ldlife often lack food and cover necessary 
for surv ival and increase in numbers. 

(3 ) More lake-level control is necessary to maintain 
good fishing . 

Recommendations 

(1) Cooperate with the Division of Game and Fish, De-
partment of Conservation, in its wetlands-purchase program 
and subsequent deve lopment of the marshes for game - manage
ment areas. 

(2) Encourage allowances on each farm for food and 
cover for wildlife . Discourage the burning of meadows, 
swamps , and woodlands. Intelligent land owners do not follow 
this practice, knowing that it kills game, ruins wildlife food 
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and cover, and also kills precious organic matter. Bu:rning 
does not destroy enough weed seeds to warrant its use. 

( 3) Encourage good lake - and fish-pres ervation prac-
tices, as directed by game and fish authorities . 

Forestry 

Situation 

Forest management is sorely needed in the woodlands of 
Meeker County . At present these woodlands are understocked, 
(producing less than 50 percent of their potential), grazed, and 
generally in poor condition . There are about 17, 000 acres of 
commercial forest land in the county, comprising 4. 3 percent 
of the land area. Under proper management, these acres could 
be made to pay their way and yie ld a satisfactory return. 

In addition to the possible monetary return from a well
managed woodland, there are other benefits, such as wildlife 
values, esthetic values, water shed protection, recreation, 
and erosion control. Timber is a crop and should be managed 
as such . It is a crop which can be grown profitably on lan<l 
not generally suited to ordinary agricultural pursuits . 

Woodland Inventory, Meeker County 

Large sawtimber 4, 900 acres 
Small sawtimber 5, 700 acres 
Pole timber 3, 000 acres 
R estocking 700 acres 
Unde rstocke d 3, 000 acres 

Problems 

( 1) Grazing of woodlots is a common practice and can
cels all opportunity for trees to reseed themselves. 
Also, woodlot forage is very low in nutritive value. 

(2 ) There is a lack of reforestation to enhance future 
value of woodlands. 

(3 ) Timber-stand improvement is almost unknown in 
Meeker County. 

(4 ) Help in utilizing wood products, to make woodlots 
pay off. 
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Recommendations 

( l) Create appreciation of value of farm woodland for 
timber production, and stress its lack of v alue for forage. 

(2 ) Encourage tree planting on areas best suite d for 
forestry . 

(3 ) Encourage apprec iation of need for timber improve -
ment and management. 

(4 ) Provide current info rmation on woo d products and 
their profitable marketing . Locate markets . 

FAMILY LIVING 

The Famil y Liv ing Committee was made up of five women 
and four men. 

One committee member served as chairman and one as 
reporter . The decisions were d e finit e l y in the hands of the 
committee . 

Each committee member contacte d 10 othe r peopl e through 
out the county, asking them what they felt was the most im 
portant family living probl em of M eeker C ounty in their im
mediate area . The committee then met together again and 
discussed its findings . It combined and summarized what it 
felt were the probl ems and gave its recommendations . 

Situation 

The popul ation of Meeker County was growing until re
cently . From 1930 to 195 0 there was an increase of 5 . 5 per 
cent in population. However, du r ing this same time span there 
was a 12 . 8 percent decrease in the r ural population . In 1950 
the total county population was 18, 966 . In 19 6 0 it was 18, 793. 

The fami ly living level of Me eker County is somewhat 
different than that of several o ther surrounding counties . 
From 1945 to 1950 the fam ily l iving index of M eeke r County 
rose 24 percent . This was higher than l evel s of the four sur 
rounding counties . 
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• Training Centers 

e Local Groups 

In 1954 Meeker County had the same as or a higher per
centage than the United States in the area of modern facilities 
in its homes. In Meeker County 50 percent had TV sets; 95 
percent, electricity; 39 percent, home freezers; 66 percent, 
running water in their homes; and 64 percent, telephones. 

Of the women in home demonstration groups, 11 percent 
are from urban or suburban areas, 21 percent are rural non
farm, and 68 percent are from the farm . This means that 
about 7 out of 10 members live o n farms . 
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There are several sources of income for these member 
families. Of the members, 6 percent report half their incomes 
from farming; 7 percent, less than half from farming; 29 per 
cent , none from fanning; and 58 percent, all income from 
farming . This means that 6 out of every 10 members report 
th at all their family incomes are from the farm . In the county 
56 percent reported incomes of at least $5, 000 and 15 percent 
r e ported $2, 500 or l ess . 

Well over half of the members are in the age group 30-49 
y ears; about one -sixth are under age 29 . The percentages are 
as follows: 16 percent, under 29 years; 30 percent, 30 - 39; 
28 percent, 40 - 49; 17 percent , 40 - 59 years; and 9 percent, 
over 60 years . 

The members of the home Extension groups tend to be in 
the program for a number of years. The latest information 
shows that the largest percentage, or 29 percent, are mem 
bers for 5 to 9 years . Twenty-seven percent are members for 
2 to 4 years; 19 percent reported less than 2 years; 12 per
cent , from 10 to 14 years; 5 percent, from 15 to 19 years; 
and 8 percent, 20 years or over. 

One of the modern trends is the movement of people from 
the farm to the town. In addi tion, the farm income has not 
been high. Along with these factors, and perhaps caused by 
them, is the larger number of women that are working out
side the home . Out of the home group members we found that 
86 percent did no work away from home, 9 percent worked 
part time, and 5 percent worked full time . These are 1950 
figures, and are undoubte dly low compare d with 1960. 

The home member's time is not taken up only by Exten 
sion work or family life . Of the membership, 16 percent be
long to 6 or more other organizations; 15 percent, 4 others; 
20 percent, 3 others; 24 percent, 2 others; 17 percent, 1 
other; and 8 percent, no other organizations . 

The peak of enrollment for home groups was reached in 
1953 with 760 members. Since then it has been rather up and 
down; however, it has never reache d that high figure again . 
The number of clubs has been steadily dropping. This situation 
could be the result of the frequent changes in home agents. 

- 32 -



Problems 

(1) Failure of family members to e~t well-balanced, 
nutritious meal s even when such meals are served 
to them. 

(2 ) Property destruction or vandalism in many com
munities. 

(3 ) Poor understanding among family members, in 
many cases, concerning family needs and stresses, 
family finances, etc. 

(4 ) Participation in too many community activities by 
•some, too few by others . 

Recommend ations 

( 1) W ork in the a r ea of u n d erstanding family nutrition 
and how to serve attractive meal s. 

(2 ) Work with partents in teaching community respon-
sibility for private and publ ic property . 

( 3 ) Work in the area of better family relations and 
management of resources. 

(4 ) Study the sharing of community activities by all 
who benefit by them. 

YOUTH 

The youth committee came to the conclusions listed below 
through interviews with coun ty law - enforcement officials, 
juvenile authorities, high - school teachers and principals, and 
members of the clergy. 

Situation 

This report does not mean to give the impression that all 
juveniles are delinquent or that this is the only problem; how 
ever, the committee did fee l that the probl em of delinquency 
deserved some serious thought and consideration. Some of 
the causes, as found in this community by the committeemen, 
are: parents not informed where children are; both parents 
working; parents too lax in discipline; no church affiliation; 
broken homes or drunkenness; no security; parents will not 
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believe children do wrong; children lack interest in extra 
curricular or church activities; quarr e ling parents; l ack of 
pride in parents' occupations; childr en not permitted to make 
independent decisions ; and parents and children not in agree 
ment as to what constitutes ri ght and wrong . 

The winning 196 0 State Fair dairy judging team . 
Left to right: Betty Ri ck, Dennis B ergquist , 
Donald R ick, and Ronald Schmidt. 

Youth and 4-H Participation 

Many a former 4-H member has testified to the many 
things 4-H Club work did for him in his youth. Each commu
nity 4 -H Club has its a dult l eaders (generally parents ) , but 
the Club is run by its members. The meetings d eve lop l eader 
ship qualities and good citizenship , while the home projects 
carried by each member t each skills , good work habits, and 
good recor dkeeping . Home projects also tend to de velop 
father-son or mother -da u ghter partnerships or at least bring 
the family m u ch closer toge ther . The recreational program 
of the club fills a big need for wholesome fun in any commu 
ni ty . 

The 4-H Club p rogram is not without its problems , how
ever . Keeping new members and older members is one of 
them, as seen in the following membership chart . While drop
outs of first-year members are smalle r in 4-H Clubs than in 
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most youth organizations, Extension agents are continually 
working to better this situation. Work and college activities 
compete for the older members' time, but many of these 
young people are able to handle these activities and remain 
active in their community 4-H Club. There are some very 
fine camps and state and national trips and scholarships avail
able for older members who excel in certain phases of club
work . B esides this, many 4-H members have become Inter
national Farm Youth Exchange students to various foreign 
countries. 

Numbers of Youth Available for Youth Groups 

Ages of all Meeker County youth, as obtained from the 
Meeker County school census, are: 

Age 

Under 6 
6 to 16 
16 to 20 
Total 

Number 
enrolle d 
in 4-H 

Problems 

1953 

2, 568 
3,944 
1, 112 
7 ,624 

532 

1954 1955 

2, 645 2,460 
3,986 4,031 
1, 139 1, 144 
7 , 770 7,635 

506 454 

1956 1957 1958 

2,521 2,418 2,414 
4, 092 4, 186 4,253 
1, 132 1, 109 1, 138 
7, 745 7' 71 3 7 , 805 

392 349 409 

( 1) Although most of our youth are kept busy with home, 
school, church, 4-H activities, etc . , juvenile de
linquency is increasing in our area. 

(2) Lack of recreational facilities for young people in 
the area and/ or lack of participation in wholesome 
recreation that is available. 

(3 ) Many young people do not belong to or are not ac
tive enough in youth organizations of their churches, 
schools, or communities. 

(4) Too small a percentage of rural youth belong to 
4-H Clubs. 

Recommendations 

( 1) Urge that parents and children discuss problems 
as to what constitutes right and wrong; more such discussion 
in homes . 
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4-H CLUBS and MEMBERSHIPS 
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(2 ) Encourage establishment of recreational centers . 
Churches can well be centers for recreation for their own 
youth . 

(3 ) Encourage greater variety of programs among 
youth groups - electrification, art, shop, professional helps, 
career selection, etc . Also, parents should encourage more 
participation in athletics and summer programs. 
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( 4) Promote more participation in 4-H, FF A, FHA, 
Scouts, etc., by rural and urban youth and more assistance 
for youth groups from parents. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Situation 

Health Services 

The Meeker County Memorial Hospital was built in 1950 
at a total cost of about $400, 000. It contains 70 beds and has 
a full-time staff of 12, with 53 others working part time. 
Twelve doctors from all parts of the county handle the pro
fessional work. Income from services to patients in 1959 
amounted to $494, 958; cost to the county for debt repayment 
on the building was $25, 766 in 1959. The building will be com
pletely paid for in 1971. 

The Emmaus Horne in Litchfield has 42 beds. There are 
22 full-time and part-time employees, plus one registered 
nurse. It is Lutheran-sponsored but serves the aged in gen
eral. The Red Castle Nursing Horne in Litchfield has 23 beds. 
There are 14 full-time and part-time people on the payroll, 

. and one registered nurse . A smaller nursing home is located 
in Watkins, and two or three private homes also take in nurs
ing patients . 

Besides the 12 doctors serving Meeker County there are 
10. dentists, two optometrists, and one chiropractor. 

Civil Defense 

National Civil Defense laws were passed in 1950. The 
first active work in Meeker County was the development of 
the Ground Observer Corps . Sixteen farm families were or
ganized by the Meeker county agent and took turns reporting 
certain aircraft to Minneapolis. The group operated from 
19 54 to 19 5 7, when a more compl ete radar network did the 
job adequately. 

Each municipality is required by law to set up its own 
Civil Defense program. Litchfield and Meeker County have 
the following: two fire teams of 30 men (outside of the regular 
fire departments); three reserve squads of 8 men each; 34 
men that have taken the radiological course; four men on the 
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police squad; and a medical services group that has recently 
been started. During January and February, 1960, a Home 
Preparedness class totaling 12 hours was conducted, with 20 
completing the course. 

Meeker County has various pieces of equipment ready for 
emergencies, such as two rescue trucks, a jeep, geiger coun
ters, survey meters, etc . Highways s:,, 12, and 7 pass 
through the county; all are evacuation routes from the Twin 
Cities . In the event of a nuclear explosion there, 34, 000 
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evacue es would be expected to come this w a y on those routes . 
The framework for the handling of evacuee s in Litchfield has 
been set up, using the schools, for e x ample . The M eek er 
County Hospital has been assigned to take care of Abbott and 
Janney' s Hospitals in Minneapolis i n care of a m i litary emer 
gency there . 

Enrollment Trends in Schools 

Enrollment in Independent Districts 

1940 1950 1959 

Litchfield - 1, 281 Litchfield - 1, 296 Litchfield - 1, 461 
Grove City 225 
Dassel 351 
Eden Valley 208 

1940 

Open 85 
Closed 2 

87 

1940 

1,954 

Grove City 270 
Dassel 383 
Eden Valley 257 

Rural Schools 

1950 

Open 74 
Closed 13 

87 

Grove City 306 
Dassel 481 
Eden Valley 286 
Cosmos 3 75 

1959 

Open 55 
Closed 13 

08 

Rural School Enrollment 

1950 

1,681 

Industry and the Farmer 

1959 

1, 126 

The farmer should be interested in industrial develop
ment in Meeker County because: 

( 1) Industry creates markets for his products . Good 
ex amples are the First District Association and the Farm e rs' 
Produce. 

(2) Many industries now use farm products that former-
ly were considered waste . Corncobs are still being wasted , 
but we feel that in time a use will be found for them. 
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(3) Factory workers are consumers of dairy products, 
poultry, etc., which are produced and sold more profitably 
near the point of production. 

(4 ) Industry pays taxes which support our schools, 
roads, hospitals, and government in general. This takes 
some of the burden from farmers by broadening the tax base . 

(5 ) Industrial workers help support our churches, 
schools, and local government. 

(6 ) Industry supplies job opportunities for the sons and 
daughters of farmers . 

(7) Industry makes jobs avai l able to farmers for part-
time and off - season employment. 

How Farmers Can H elp Foster Industry 

( l} Be alert for new ideas and methods of doing things. 

(Z) Invest in industrial d evelopment associations in 
their communities. Industry expects and receives conces 
sions from communities. These concessions are plant sites 
and factory buildings at nominal rent. 

(3) Encourage tax authorities to create a favorab l e tax 
climate . This can be d one by spending the tax dollar wise l y 
so as to keep the mill rate low. 

(4 ) Help create good community spirit. Industry l ooks 
for places to locate where c itizens have learned to live to
gether . 

(5) Trade at home. As local merchants and profes-
sional men prosper, so will they be able to creat e a better 
community for new industry . 

(6 ) Be a member of the Chamber of Commerce of you r 
town. L earn about the problems of other members, and give 
businessmen an opportunity to l earn abnut yours. 

Industrial Opportunities to B e Considere d 

( l) Egg plant, to package Grade A eggs for Twin City 
marke ts. This would do much to encourage farmers to produce 
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better eggs. It would do for the poultry business what the 
First District Association has done for the dairymen. 

(2 ) Soybean plant. 

(3 ) New uses for corncobs . They are now being burned 
in many cases. 

(4 ) Turkey growing, to insure year-round supply of 
turkeys for the local processing plant. 

(5 ) Certified seed- cleaning plant. 

News Services, Churches, and Recreation 

Meeker County is b l esse d with good facilities for local 
news . Five towns have weekly newspapers . A monthly news
paper is published by the Meeker County Power and Light Com
pany and is sent to its 3, 900 rural patrons . 

Newest addition in the publicity field is radio station 
KLF D, located in L itchfield . It was organized and set up in 
1958, and broadcasted its first program January 2, 1959 . It 
is a station of 500 watts and is on 1, 410 kilocycles. 

The Meeker County Extension Service, which is primarily 
an educational service, leans heavily on newspapers and radio 
for getting information to the people and for publicizing local 
events . 

Nearly all the major church denominations are represent
ed within the borders of the county. Many of them are in the 
rural areas; 14 are found in L itchfiel d alone . The dominant 
nationality is Scandinavian, fo llowed by other northern Euro
pean nationalities. 

The abundance of lakes is a large factor in county recrea
tion. Fishing, boating, and swimming are available for young 
and old . There are many public picnic grounds on these lakes, 
also . Other recreational facilities include numerous play
grounds, saddle clubs, bowling alleys, tennis courts, and 
small - game and even some big-game hunting . 

The Meeker County Fair, recently located near Litch
field, provides many hours of pleasure for youth and adults 
alike. It is strictly a county affair. 
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Problems 

( 1) This county lacks adequate faci lities for the aged . 
This includes housing and also leisuretime activities 
for ou r elder citizens . 

(2 ) There is an amazing lag in interest in the world 
situation, home prepare dness, and civil defense. 
Certain community l eaders are active, but our gen
eral publi c is quite apathetic toward national and 
local security . 

(3 ) There is a need for n ew industry in Meeker County 
to provide increased employment. It is also needed 
for general community growth, a larger tax base, 
and local markets for farm produce. 

(4) An individual often has trouble choosing between the 
many activities that are going on at the same time . 
Yet there are other times when additional recrea 
tional facilities would be d esirabl e . 

(5 ) Considerable confusion exists and there are differ
ences in interpretation of facts in the field of farm 
policy. People seem to believe what they want to 
believe, regar dless of fac tual evidence one way or 
another. 

R ecommendations 

( 1) Investigate the expansion of the present county hos -
pital to accomodate the aged . 

(2 ) Put greater emphasis on hom e preparedness and 
civil d efense. Promote attendance at local classes, etc . 

(3 ) Help promote new industry in the area, es pecially 
by the representation of farm groups in local Chambers of 
Commerce . 

(4 ) Promote additional r ecreational facilities . One that 
has been suggested for this area is roller skating. Schools, 
churches, and families can wo rk more closely together on ap
proved recreational programs . Young people themselves 
should participate strongly in this planning . 

(5 ) Seek information on all si d es of issues, conside r 
and we i gh the evidence, and make up our own m inds. Farm 
forum types of meeting s should give a good opportunity to air 
both sides of is sues . 
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Committees 

GENERAL FARM MANAGEMENT 
L y le Bishman, Chairman 

Farm Organization 

Gerald Hafner , Chairman 
Walter Johnson 
Mrs. Walter Johnson 
Henry Putzier 
Wendell Smith 

Aloys West rup , Chairman 
Mrs. Aloys Westrup 
Rudolph B enson 
Bernard Flowers 

Farm Finance and Farmers' 
Cooperatives 

Paul Ivers, Chairman 
L y l e Bishman 
Rueben Barka 

Livestock 

Carlton Linder, Chairman 
Rueben B e rgquist 
Hugh Benjamin 
Ernest Benson 

Soils and Crops, Water Management, Wildlife and Recreation, 
Forestry 

Einar Hendrickson, Chairman Richard Wilner 
Roy Frederiksen Everette Nelson 
Erhart Woetzel Edward Hanses 
Alfred Carlstad 

FAMILY LIVING 

Mrs. Harold Schlueter, Chairman 
Mrs. Halda Slinden, Secretary 
Harold Schlueter 
Alex Smith 
Mrs. Alex Smith 
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Raymond Thorp 
Mrs. Raymond Thorp 
Rick Werner 
Mrs. Rick Werner 



YOUTH 

Orville Dollerschell, Chairman 
Mrs. Orville Dollerschell 
Ray Arens 
Mrs. Ray Arens 

Arthur Colin 
Mrs. Arthur Colin 
Quintin Bollin 
Glenn Pearson 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Ray Haapala, Chairman 
Frank Koch, Vice-Chairman 
Donald Sederstrom, Secretary 
Mrs. Ray Haapala 
Glen Bemis 

Orville Hendrickson 
Elmer Engelbrekt 
Hugh Benjamin 
Francis Mathern 

Resource Peopl e Helping in This Report 

Adolph Escen - Cooperatives 
David Wiley - Wildlife management 
Gary Hollaar - Farm finance 
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