


To the People of Wadena County: 

We are deeply indebted to those who have contributed 
their time in developing this guide for Extension work, 
which should prove useful in assisting Wadena County farm 
families in adopting better farm and home living practices. 
It should be a source of useful material for the nonagricul
tural life too. 

Wadena County is small compared with many nearby. 
Nevertheless, it has been endowed with a wide variety of 
soils, topography, and growing conditions. A conservative 
course should be taken, however, in handling many of these 
resources. It is our purpose to study all resources and use 
them in a manner so all may enjoy the highest standards of 
living possible while we work to improve our farms, homes, 
and institutions. 

Our county Extension office staff is equipped to aid 
each of us in accomplishing our individual goals and also 
in developing a prosperous community. We urge and wel
come you to assist by reviewing this report carefully and 
then to cooperate actively in a manner that will best serve 
you, members of your family, and your community. 

Respectfully, 

THE WADENA COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

Gordon Berg 
Roland Billington 
Earl Jenson 
Mrs. Margaret Stroschein 
B. M. Clarksean 
Mrs. S. L. Dalen 
R. R. Ryti, Auditor 
Lars Lainonen, Commissioner 
Arthur L. Miller, Commissioner 
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WHAT IS EXTENSION WORK? 

The County Agricultural Extension Service might be 
officially called the Cooperative Extension Service because 
the federal, state, and county governments all contribute 
to its support . A local committee within the county makes 
up the Agricultural Extension Committee. It is a nine-mem
ber board made up of two County Commissioners, the Coun
ty Auditor, and six additional members (men and women) 
appointed by the county board of commissioners. The Coun
ty Extension program as it is planned and carried out is 
illustrated in figure 1. 

Among the various duties of the County Extension Com
mittee is the responsibility once a year of working with the 
county Extension staff and a representative group of farm 
people to review the accomplishments of the past year, 
and als o to make up a program plan of work to be followed 
by the county Extension workers for the next year. In th·~ 
past, programs have been set up for one year at a time . 
The fact has been established, however, that Extension 
works on many projects which are not usually completed 
in one year. The idea of setting up a longer projectional 
plan that may cover several years has now been adopted 
as a more realistic approach to program planning. Plans 
will continue to be reviewed annually but more continuity 
from yea r to year is expected. 

Since the Extension Service is a cooperative arrange
ment, county Extension agents are members of the faculty 
of the University of Minnesota and the staff of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. This arrangement makes 
it possible to have both educational facilities and financial 
assistance available to the county Extension Service through 
the Univer sity and the United States Department of Agricul
ture. 

Techniques of Teaching 

Over the past 40 years, Extension has developed cer
tain teaching techniques which are quite unique. These are 
especially helpful in reaching all the people of a county. In 
figure 2 these are described as direct and indirect methods . 
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FIGURE 1 

COUNTY EXTENSION WORK 

THE COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE 
DETERMINES ANNUAL PLAN OF WORK 

which is carried out by . . . 

ORGANIZED GROUPS and INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS 

in 

THREE BROAD EDUCATIONAL AND 
SERVICE AREAS 

THE FAMILY 

with the final goal of • • • 

"A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF WADENA COUNTY" 

~----------· 

AU COUNTY PEOPU HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO TAXE PAii 

IN PROGRAM PLANNING 

>------------~ 
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County Extension Staff 

-!, 
Teaching Methods 

I 
'1.-

Dire ct Contacts 
with People 

Indirec t Contacts 

~---'I L___ 
~ - "' 
~ Field 

Office calls Farm visits 

Telephone calls Home visi t s 

Newspaper articles P ersonal 
contacts 

Personal l e tters Open meetings 

Newspaper columns 4-H meetings 

Radio Achievement 
days 

Television County fairs 

Bulletins Farm and home 
development 

Visual aids Demons tration 
plots 

with P e ople 
- J ,__! -~ 
~ "J., 

Formal Groups* 

Home council 
Homemaker groups 

4-H Leaders Council 
4-H Clubs 

Commodity groups 

Farm Management 
Associations 

DHIA Associations 

Crop Improvement 
Association 

Commercial groups 

County fair 
Farm organizations 

Governmental 
agencies 

Informal Groups* 

Committees 

Forums 

Institutes 

Demonstration 
m eetings 

Camps 

Tours 

Leader training 
meetings 

Special meetings 

FIGURE 2. Extension teaching illustrated. 

* A formal group refers generally to one that has or
ganization forms such as articles of incorporation and by
laws, or a constitution, or has a fairly long history. An 
informal group refers more to one formed for a specific 
purpose and is usually discontinued when the assignment 
is completed. 
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Setting Up The Committees 

In the past 10 years many significant changes have 
occurred in agriculture and farm family living. The se 
changes prompted the county Extension Committee to work with 
with the agents and representatives of the University in an e 
studying all phases of the Extension program so as to deter· ly p 
mine the most effective means of meeting the needs of our cesE 
rural and urban people. rnak 

To complete such an undertaking, the local Extension 
Committee appointed a large steering committee made up 
of people representing all areas of the county. Late r on 
six subcommittees were formed to analyze specific prob
lem phases more in detail. This effort resulted in plans 
designed to serve as a guide for several years . At least 
one member of the county staff attended each committee 
meeting. This new procedure has several advantages over 
the "piecemeal" arrangement associated with year- to-year 
planning. This new approach, however, required quite a 
bit of factfinding to establish basic information on which to 
decide upon reasonable goals and ways in which to attain 
them. 

The major subject matter areas decided upon were: 

1. Conservation and Natural Resources 

2. Family Living 

3. Soils and Crops 

4. Financing 

5. Livestock and Poultry 

6. Community Development 

After meetings concerned with these subject-matter 
areas were held, the county staff collected all the commit
tee reports and summarized the findings . Some assistance 
was secured from representatives of the State Extension 
staff in assembling and organizing the material used in the 
preparation of this report. 
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How This Long-Range Program Will Be Used 

This long- range program is not intended to do away 
with the annual program of work. However, it will act as 
an extra guide to help in developing a more realistic year
ly program. As some phases of work are brought to a suc
cessful conclusion, others will be added in an effort to 
make progress towards a goal of a more satisfactory type 
of living for all people in the county. 

Wadena County Extension Staff 

Miles G. Rowe, County Agricultural Agent 

Mrs. Margaret L. Garr, County Home Agent 

Mrs. Darlene Lindberg, Office Secretary 
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Farm and Home Situation 
BRIEF HISTORY OF WADENA COUNTY 

The early settlements of Wadena County were some
what spotty since the areas of greater promise were settled 
and brought into agricultural production first. Neighboring 
East Otter Tail and Hubbard counties, incidentally, were 
settled much sooner than Wadena County. As in much of the 
northeastern part of Minnesota, hunting and trapping pre
ceded the settlers who were interested in building farm 
homes, breaking up land for crops, and developing rural 
communities. 

The first reference in the United States Census on 
Wadena County was made in 1870; six people were reported. 
Settlers came in slowly for the next 15 years as the virgin 
timber was gradually cleared away. Many first came to the 
county to work in the sawmills and cut timber. These con
tacts later resulted in the establishment of homes and farms. 

The more open southern part of the county progressed 
more rapidly, especially along the Northern Pacific Rail
road. This railroad came through in the late 1870 1 s. The 
Great Northern branch to the north followed in the late 1890's, 
thus providing transportation facilities to that part of the 
county. 

General Make-Up of County 

The general land characteristics of the county appar
ently influenced the settlement a great deal. The Northern 
Pacific was the first railroad to be built. Since there was 
little economic activity in the county, the railroad took the 
easiest route, going through the prairie country of the south· 
ern part of the county. The branch of the Great Northern, 
built later, went up the western side of the county, presum· 
ably to tap the timber-products business. With transporta
tion available the number of farms increased, and towns 
developed along the route, followed by creameries and 
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cheese factories. Later the federal highway systems, U.S. 
highway s 10 and 71, paralleled the railroads. The eastern 
part of the county had good timber also but the nearby Crow 
Wing River furnished transportation for the logs . This part 
of the c ounty, as shown on the map on page 17, has lighter 
soil and has never supported as many people as the other 
parts of the county. 

The topography and soil in Wadena County have made 
it relatively easy to build and maintain roads. The road 
system th roughout the county, therefore, is good. 

As stated before, much of the land was settled by em
igrants who came directly from Europe and who were look
ing for farm and home opportunities. Since their resources 
were limited, farms developed, in most instances, involved 
small a creages. This situation has not encouraged mecha
nized fa rming. 

h::::::::j Urban 
lmill Non-farm 
m Rural 

1930 

1950 

Fig. 3. Actual and anticipated trends 
in population of rural, rural nonfarm, 
and urban groups, Wadena County. 
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Population 

The growth in population of Wadena County was rapid 
from 1880 to 1940 but has changed very little in recent 
years as shown by the following Census data: 

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 
-6- 2,080 4,053 7,921 8,650 

1920 1930 1940 1950 1955 
10,699 10,990 12, 772 12,806 13,617 

The village of Wadena was established as a trading 
center by 1900, when it had a population of 1, 500. During 
the last 15 years there has been a rapid shift in population 
from the rural areas to the rural nonfarm and urban sec
tors, as shown in figure 3 on page 9 and figure 4 on page 
11. 

During the 10-year period from 1930 to 1940 there 
was an increase in the number of farms. The decline in 
the number of farms during the next 10 years, howeve r, 
more than offset this increase. An additional 48 farms 
were removed from the Farm Census list between 1950 and 
1956. It appears, though, that the rate of movement of peo
ple off the farm has slowed down. 

As late as 1950 there were 721 Wadena residents re
ported as foreign born. This made up 5. 6 percent of the 
population. Of this number, 256 were Finnish; 134, Ger
man; 98 , Swedish; and 82 , Norwegian. These immigrents 
have done a great deal in developing the areas in which 
they settled. The early settlem·ents consisting largely of 
foreign-born people are shown in figure 5. 

Land Use 

The county's 15 townships total 343, 040 acres. Of this 
number, approximately 260, 000 acres were in crops in 
1945. The crop acreage has been reduced since, however, 
as only 117, 719 acres were reported in 1954. This same 
year there were approximately 11, 000 acres classified as 
cropland that was neither pastured or harvested, while 
approximately 70, 000 acres were classified as woodland 
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(the Minnesota Iron Range Resources Committee reports 
the acreage of forest land to be double that shown by the 
U. S. Census). 

Wadena County land can be divided roughly into three 
classifications. One-third of the 343, 040 acres would be 
classifie d as cropland, somewhat less than one-third as 
timberland, and slightly more than one-third as wasteland. 
Some of the wasteland can be drained or even cropped dur
ing dry years. Much of the so- called wasteland is used for 
wild hay and pasture, although a larger percentage of it 
remains idle. 

Tax-reclaimed land is reported as 22, 600, 000 acres, 
with an additional 500 acres expected to be added to this 
amount in 1958. The county management of these lands will 
become a greater burden as_ well as a greater source of 
county revenue. 

The county program currently pursued is to encourage 
private ownership of all tracts adjacent to private land
holders . Many of the larger tracts are replanted to trees 
and managed by the county. 

COMMUNITY SITUATION AND F AGILITIES 

Wadena County is known for its timber, agricultural 
products, sma ll industries , and general business activities. 
The latte r is c entered lar gely around Wadena and its small 
industries. Since Wadena is at the crossroads of highways 
10 and 71, i t i s a t rading community for a large area. 

Schools 

Schools are considered to ·be ample for the county at 
the present time. Nineteen rural schools (three consoli
dated), Verndale, Menahga, Sebeka, and Wadena provide 
the public educational facilities. In addition, there are two 
parochial schools in Wadena. The Staples schools, both 
parochial andpublic, take care of a large number of the 
southeastern part of Wadena County. 
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Hospitals 

The large hospital at Wadena and one each at Staples 
and Park Rapids make up the hospital facilities in the coun
ty. Doctors and dentists in Menahga, Sebeka, Verndale, 
Wadena, Staples, and Park Rapids serve all areas of the 
county. Two clinics in Wadena serve a wide area. 

Churches 

There are 36 churches in Wadena County of various 
denominatiors, which serve the spiritual needs of the peo
ple. 

Farmers' Organizations 

Farm groups have changed their patterns of organiza
tion from the early township unit plan to that of having units 
that serve much larger areas. At the present time there is 
one unit of each of the Farm Bureau, the Farmers' Union. 
and the Grange. 

Both cooperative marketing and farm supply organiza
tions are very common in the county. It is around these 
organizations that much of the community life is planned. 

Industrial and Business 

Timber products, railroading, and small business in
dustries concerned with the processing or manufacturing 
of farm products, feeds, silos, furniture, lumber, and 
other wood products, have contributed much to the eco
nomy of the Wadena area. Timber and pulp operations and 
working for the railroad companies or in one of the several 
small industries or local businesses have aided many farm· 
ers on small acreages to increase their income. Part-time 
work is important to many farm people. 
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AGRICULTURAL SITUATION 

Number, Size, Expense, and Income of Farms 

The number of farms in Wadena County probably 
reached its peak in 1935 during the depression, when there 
were over 1, 900 individual farm units. Sometime between 
1930 and 1940 the population hit its high point too but lost 
slightly more than 2, 000 by 1950. The number of farms 
decreased from l, 624 in 1940; 1, 593 in 1945; 1, 509 in 
1950; and finally to 1, 333 in 1954. The reduction in the num
ber of farms was followed by an increase in the size of 
farms of approximately 40 acres per farm. Farm size 
changed from an average of 156 acres in 1940 to 194 acres 
in 1954 . This increase in the last 10 years was not too 
significant, however, as many of the "lost farms 11 are in 
the cutover area in the northeastern part of the county, 
where they became idle and went back to trees instead of 
being j oined to other farms. 

The average Wadena County farm with buildings was 
valued a t $7, 633 in 1954 (or $40. 14 per acre), while its 
gross sales averaged $2, 694 per year. Some of the major 
expenses pe r fa.rm for the year were: machine and hired 
labor, $274 ; gasol ine and other petroleum, $224; feed, 
$1, 081; and commercial fe r tilizer, for the 45 percent of 
the farm s on which it was u sed, $132. These expense fig
ures are n ot indicat ive of the w orking capital needed per 
farm as tha t v a r ies greatly from farm to farm. Fertilizer 
alone will v a ry from a few dollars for some farms to well 
over $1, 000 on some. 

The value of the farms increased from $2, 700 in 1940 
to $7, 633 in 1954. This is an increase from $17. 33 to 
$39. 34 per acre. On an acre basis this represents a sub
stantial increase , but it is not as great as that reported in 
the adjoining counties . 

Type of Farms 

Of the 1, 333 farms in the county in 1954, 800 were 
listed as dairy farms . Dairying seems to offer the best in
come possibility for the average farm because of the soil, 
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rainfall, ~ lot of wild, natural pastureland, small size of 
most farms, and distance to markets for most farm pro
ducts. Early markets for milk and cream developed as 
cheese factories were built in some areas with cream sta
tions quickly established in others. Later creameries and 
milk plants flourished as interest in dairying grew. 

At the present time there are 100 farms classified as 
livestock; 77, general; 15, poultry; 10, cash grain; and 
245, miscellaneous. Many of the latter are small or part
time operations with very limited cash farm income. 

Soil 

Soils in Wadena County graphically fall into three gen
eral classifications , each with specific characteristics 
(figure 6). The Rockwood-Nebish soil association is a light
colored loam which has a sand base. It is a glacial deposit 
containing many rocks. The Menahga sandy-loam soil as so
ciation is a light- colored, glacial outwash that is easily 
tilled but drouthy. The Wadena- Hubbard soil association 
is a darker glacial outwash. The Lester-Hayden soils are 
derived from a limy, clay-loam till, gray or brownish gray 
in color, gently r olling, productive but subject to erosion. 
General farming prevails here. And finally, the Milaca
Brainerd-Hibbing are grayish-brown, tree-covered, sandy 
loams and silt loams with brown or reddish-brown sandy 
loam or sandy clay subsoils. 

Trees originally covered the most part of the Rock
wood-Nebish and Menahga soil association areas and prai
rie covered the others. All of the land is marked with poor
ly drained depressions while some have no drainage at all. 
Much peat or muck covers the latter. In the fir s t two soil 
association areas there is considerable wild hay and pas
ture that complements the dairy enterprise. It is on Menah
ga-type soil association areas on which considerable farm 
abandonment has occurred in recent years. 

The Rockwood soils are glacial deposited while those 
of Menahga and Wadena are the outwash from the receding 
glaciers. This makes a difference as to both the number 
of rock deposited and the general texture of the soil. Most 
of the Menahga and Wadena soils are very level, while in 
the Rockwood area the soils are somewhat rolling and de
pressions are more commonplace. 
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SOILS OF WADENA COUNTY 
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Rainfall 

Precipitation expressed in water equiv alent a verages 
35. 8 inches per year. Fifty-eight percent of the annual w: 
precipitation, 14. 59 inches , is received in a four-month 01 
period, May to August. December is the dryest m onth with cl 
June the wettest. The total annual precipitation h as varied in 
from 14.92 in 1936, to 34.61inchesin1946. vi 

p 

Temperature 

Temperatures in Wadena County vary great ly from 
season to season, and for much shorter periods too. Frost
free dates are generally reported from May 22 t o September 
22, a period of 123 days. The a v erage temperatures for 
Wadena County are : spring, 40. 2°F.; summer, 66. 9°; 
autumn, 44°; and winter, 10. 8° . The annual average is 

ht 
p1 
ll1 

tl 

40. 4°. The highest temperature on record was 112° on 
July 10, 1936. The lowest temperature on record was a 
-43° on February 5, 1907, and a gain on Feb ruary 8 , 1933. 

Sou rce s of F arm Income 

Waden a County• s annual cash farm income has been 
fairly stable in recent year s a t around 3 i m illion dollars. 
Dairying, a 12, 000-cow enterprise in 1954, m akes up a 
large percentage of this farm income. Sales of dairy pro
ducts that year amounted to $1 , 620, 000 . Livestock and 
livestock products were a close second with $1 , 079, 000; 
and all crops next with $221, 000 . Forest products in the 
year of 1954 were at a low ebb at $41, 760. The forest-pro
ducts income varies from year to year owing to available 
labor and the market for wood pulp. 

The general trend in the county indicates that more of 
our land in the northern and eastern part of the c ounty that 
is not well suited for agricultural purposes will be used for 
tree farming. An increase in the numbers of live stock units 
is expected in our other areas. The production per acre 
has increased considerably in the last 15 years . Greater 
efficiency in livestock, poultry, and dairy production has 
also occurred. The current trend of keeping more livestock 
on many farms is likely to continue for some time. 
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Living Conditions 

A Wadena County survey was ma.de last year dealing 
with family living conditions. A total of 168 families co
operated. They were selected on a random basis, and in
cluded 10 percent of the farm homes, 10 percent of homes 
in Verndale , Sebeka, and Menahga, and 5 percent in the 
village of Wadena. This special study was urged by the 
Program Committee on Family Living. 

It was found that 85 percent of those interviewed were 
homeowners and that the average-size family included 3. 4 
persons and was somewhat larger than the average for Min
nesota. The family income , however, was somewhat lower 
than the s t a t e a v erage, as shown by the following figures : 

Percent 
Income $2, 500 or under 55 

$2 , 500 to $5, 000 32 
Over $5, 000 13 

Percent 
Minnesota -- 22 
Minnesota - - 25 
Minnesota -- 51 

The l ow er-income s t atus of Wadena County is also 
sh own by the Level of Liv ing Index.* This index is a mea
sure of s ome of the things that farmers hav e, such as auto
mobiles, telephones, electricity, radio, and the value of 
the produc ts t raded and sold. Data on this index follow: 

*Level of L iving Index 
The F arm-Operator F am ily Lev el of Living Index is 

an indication of the relat iv e posit ion of the level of living of 
a county or s tat e in relation to other counties or states; it 
also measures relative changes over a period of time. It 
cannot be con sidered an absolute measure of the actual 
level of living as there are nonmaterial factors involved, 
but it is us eful to study rel ationships and trends. The level 
of living of all American families, including farm families, 
has been generally rising . There was a rapid increase of 
54 percent from 1940 to 1950 in the level of living of all 
farm families in the United States. 

F our factors form the base for establishing farm-fam
ily level of living indexes: (1) percentage of farms with 
elect r i city; (2) percentage of farms with telephone; (3) per
centage with automobiles; (4) average value of products 
sold or traded in year preceding the census adjusted for 
changes in the purchasing power of the farmer's dollar. 
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United States 

1945 -- 100 
1954 -- 144 

Minnesota· 

1945 -- 129 
1954 -- 163 

Wadena C aunty 

1945 -- 102 
1954 -- 130 

tir. 
WO 
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The above figures indicate that the level of living has ke 
come up considerably since 1945, but that the rate of im
provement is not as pronounced as that shown for the state 
or nation as a whole. bu 

al: 
Level of living is closely associated with family income; ke 

this situation has caused the trend of seeking employment 
off the farm for about 40 percent of the farm families . This 
percentage, however, is similar to the one reported for 
the en~ire United States. The local county survey showed 
that 44 percent of the women assist with the farm work or 
family business, with about 13 percent of the homemakers 
interviewed performing some work away from home. An-
other disturbing factor to many families is the rise in prices 
for most family living items. 

Markets 

At the present time Wadena County has four coopera
tive creameries and one privately owned cheese factory. 
These provide local markets for dairy products. In addi-
tion there are three outside outlets for grade A milk which 
are used by about 50 farmers. Within the county there are 
two outlets for grade A milk. The grade A milk markets 
have tended to improve the quality of milk marketed in the 
county. One farm also bottles milk and manufactures ice 
cream. 

There are three cooperative shipping associations in 
the county in addition to five independent truckers who op
erate on a full-time basis. One shipping association is still 
shipping by rail. These market outlets for livestock pro
vide producers with a direct contact with the large central 
markets at both Fargo and South St. Paul. 

For timber products, especially for lumber, there are 
excellent local markets, as there are several planing and 
sawmills within the area. Three of these have many out
side outlets in Minnesota and nearby states. Any local 
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timber that is harvested can be sold very readily. For pulp 
wood and posts, however, the situation is quite different. 
Producers here depend upon markets located in other areas. 
Usually the pulp wood and post business is a seasonal prop
osition, dependent upon the local labor supply and the mar
ket prices offered for these products. 

There are two snow-fence operators in the county, 
building and constructing snow-fence materials. There are 
also three firms that bale wood shavings for distant mar-
kets. 
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Committee Reports --
The six committee reports prepared for the s ix areas 

of work have been summarized as a guide for the Wadena 
County Extension Committee to follow in preparing annual 
programs. It is needless to say considerable ove rlapping 
between program areas has occurred due to interrelation 
of the subjects. 

FAMILY LIVING 

Situation 

The 1957 data presented in this section were gathered 
in March, 1957, through a questionnaire prepared by mem
bers of the Family Living Committee. Those surveyed in
cluded 168 families, of which 100 lived on farms ; 33 , in 
small towns; and 35 in Wadena (village). This number made 
up a random sample that included 10 percent each of the 
farm and rural nonfarm homes in Verndale , Sebeka, and 
Menahga, and 5 percent of the homes in Wadena. 

Some of the characteristics of Wadena County families 
revealed in this survey were : 

1. 85 percent own their own homes. This is somewhat 
higher than the state a v erage of 75 pe r c ent. 

2. The average family had 3. 4 children, r eflecting a 
tendency towards larger families. One in 7 had no 
children. 

3 . The ages of the homemakers cooperat ing in this 
study were summarized as follows : 

Group Percentage in each grouE_ 

21 - 34 years of age . . ....... .. . ... 25 
35 - 49 years of age .. . ... . . . ... . .. 50 
50 - 65 years of age . . . . . . .. .. . . ... 25 
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There is also a sizable number of families in the 50 -
65-year age group whose children have grown up and left 
home. 

4 . The educational level is rising. Thirty-four per
cent of the adults surveyed had attained eighth 
grade; 39 percent, from 1 to 4 years of high school; 
and 21 percent, from 1 to 4 years of college train
ing . 

Guidepos t s to consider in developing programs for im 
proved family living include: 

• Farm family incom,es are not likely to increase rapidly. 

• Mo r e families may be expected to explore some non
farm sources of income. 

• Mo r e families are likely to move to urban communities 
in s earch of larger family incomes . 

• Efforts to reduce operating and family living expenses 
will be intensified. Some farm families will benefit 
from more home-produced food. 

Objectives 

To enhance farm family living by wiser use of present 
resources and increased farm family incomes. 

Analysis oi Committee Report 

Problems 

1. Informa tion on social 
security and retire
m ent programs is 
lacking for farm fami
lies . 

Recommendations 

1. Encourage more farm 
family participation in 
the social security pro
grams. Provide infor
mation on income insur
ance. plans. 

2. Many farms are not 2. Encourage farm families 
to give more thought to 
planning their farm oper
ations for maximum in
come. 

operating with the .best 
combination of enter
prises and consequently 
do not enjoy the best 
farm income possible. 
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3. The real importance of 3. 
fairly detailed farm rec
cords, except for tax 
purposes, is not ade
quately appreciated. 

4. Many farm families 4. 
lack the income nec
essary to provide the 
kind of family living 
considered essential 
by present-day stand
ards. 

5. Family incomes are 5. 
not always used wise-
ly; hence family sat
isfactions possible from 
more home conven-
iences, more education, 
and recreation are 
sacrificed. 

6. Some families spend 
more for food, espe
cially prepared foods, 
than would be neces
sary if more attention 
were given to a greater 
use of home-produced 
foods. 

6. 

Provide gui.dance on how 
to keep and analyze farm 
account records a s a 
means of improving the 
efficiency of individual 
farm ope rations. 

Give counsel to families 
in need of alternative 
sources of income . 

Continue to emphasize 
planned spending in all 
areas of family living 
such as clothing, food, 
health, housing , and 
home improvements . 

Emphasize greater u se 
of home-produced food 
such as dairy and garden 
products. 

NUTRITION AND HEALTH 

Situation 

Generally speaking, diets have improved in the past 
10 to 15 years as more knowledge of nutrition, health, and 
improved family living has been made available to rural 
people. The results of the recent survey, b.owever, reveal
ed that children fare better than adults, as 78 percent of 
them b.ad three or more cups of milk each day while only 
60 percent of the adults had two or more cups a day . Child
ren's diets also included more fruits and vegetables. 
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Prenatal diets fell short of protective foods, including 
milk, in about one - third of those reporting. 

Food expenditures are higher than they were a few 
years ago because more packaged and processed foods 
are u sed and also because eating meals and lunches away 
from home has becom·~ a more common practice . Over a 
third of the families interviewed said their food bill was 
too high. 

The use of home-produced food has decreased; how
ever, 86 percent still have a family garden that supplies 
a part or all of the vegetables used. More than half of the 
homemakers said they canned some fruits and vegetables 
and a third of them preserve food products by freezing 
them. Two-thirds of the homemakers said they used a 
pressure cooker canner. 

Guideposts to consider in future programs dealing 
with nutrition and health include: 

• 
• 

Slowly r ising f arm incomes for farm families just ify 
caution a gainst lar ger cash outlays for food and in
crease the importance of u s ing m o re home- p r oduced 
dairy products, meat, fruit s , and vegeta bles. 

The convenience of packaged and reprocessed foods 
may make them 11 good buys 11 for busy homemakers 
who may be employed part-time off the farm or who 
assume responsibilities on the farm outside of the 
home . 

• A greater appreciation is needed of the rela tion be 
tween nutrition and othe r h e alth proble m s and such 
situ~tions a s obe sity and t ooth d e cay . 

• There is likely t o b e a n e e d f or better diet s, with 
h i gh- protein f oods , fruits , a n d v eget abl es p laying 
important r ol e s . 

Objecti ves 

T o obtain optimum f amily health for all members of 
the family by prope r select ion, preparation, and preserva
tion of foods with special emphasis placed upon means of 
reaching these goals at minimum costs. 
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Fig. 7. 4-H food projects encourage 
good health and well-balanced n u trition. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

1. 

Problems 

Many families do not 1. 
understand the relation
ship of poor teeth to 
certain diet patterns. 
Too many children 
lunch on sweet s . 

2. Family gardens fre- 2. 
quently do not contri-
bute nearly as much to 
improve family diets 
as they should because 
too little attention is 
given to planning and 
caring for the garden. 
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Re commendations 

Emphasi ze the health 
factor s i n all f ood- prep
arati on activ i ties (4-H 
and adult p r ogram) . 
Stre ss importance of bet
t er snacks. U se a ll means 
poss ible t o improve care 
of teeth in children. Dis
cuss the role of fluo rida
tion. 

Encourage families to 
give more time and ef
fort to well-planned fam
ily gardens. Provide in
formation on prope r meth
ods of food preservation. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Si 

tI 
ol 
rr 
rr 
p; 
jt 
p 



~p

I 

Jet
eans 
Lre 

is
ia-

3. Diets of prospective 
mothers tend to be 
short of protective 
foods, such as vita -
mins, minerals, and 
proteins. 

4. Lack of knowledge on 
the nutritional values, 
grades, and quality of 
food purchased. 

3. Provide more information 
for young homemakers on 
adequate dietary needs. 

4. Promote good buymanship 
practices in both adult 
and youth programs. 

5. Poor breakfast habits 5. Emphasize adequate 
breakfasts for all family 
members; stress the 
many benefits that result 
from starting the day with 
a good breakfast . 

obviously are followed 
by one-third of the fami
lies. The recent county 
survey showed that 22 
percent of the families 
use very little fruit; 30 
percent skimp on eggs; 
27 percent give little 
attention to breakfast 
cereals; and 13 percent 
use no toast for break
fast. 

6. Overweight is a prob
lem in one - half of the 
families interviewed. 

6. Promote the use of high
protein foods, fruits, 
vegetables, and dairy 
products in both meals 
and snacks. 

FAMILY LIFE 

Situati on 

The dynamic characteristics of present-day living have 
tremendous influence on the family life of today. Noteworthy 
observations include the redistricting of schools, employ
ment away from home, commercial recreation, and earlier 
maturity of youth. Each of these creates new challenges for 
parents as members of every family in the county face ad
justments in some or all of the activities in which they take 
part. 
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Guideposts to keep in mind when considering Exten sion 3. 
programs involving the family life of Wadena County farni-
lie s include : 

• More hours of recreation may be expected. as the work
ing week is shortened and mechanization makes possible 
fewer hours to accomplish many tasks . 

• The life expectancy is increasing year after year , r e
sulting in an older population. This is creating a ne ed 
for more programs concerned with older people . 

• A more democratic approach in making family decisions 
should be explored thoroughly as a means of developing 
improved family relations . 

• Young people have been getting married at a younge r 
age. If this trend continues, a change in emphasis of 
Extension programs should be made to aid young mar
ried couples with home-management responsibilities. 

Objectives 

The development of attitudes, understandings , and skills 
that promote a more unified family life ; that provide opti
mum benefits to all family members ; and that contribute to 
the development of communities made up of good citizens. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

1. 

2. 

Confusion exists in 1 . 
many families as to 
the role of parents in 
developing a truly dem
ocratic family life. 

The mobility of the 2. 
present population and 
more participation in 
a variety of community 
activities have develop
ed new problems in 
maintaining well- dis
ciplined children. 
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Promot e more understand
ing of the democratic pro
cedu re in family life which 
is believed essential to the 
development of w ell-dis
ciplined adults. 

Stress family-centered 
activities, with emphasis 
upon family sharing and 
planning. 

4. 

5. 
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3. Many retired people 
have difficulty adapt
ing themselves to re
tirement experiences. 
They become inactive, 
bored, dissatisfied, 
and discouraged. 

4. Lack of knowledge by 
parents of the newer 
approaches to disci
plining children and 
in providing essential 
education on sex has 
created a need for 
more education in 
these fields. 

5. The more active 
grandparents are not 
called on to assist 
with family develop
ments to the extent 
desired. 

3. Encourage communities 
to enlarge the scope of 
educational activities that 
interest older age groups . 
Explore the field of de
veloping useful hobbies. 

4. Continue the family life 
study started in the county 
to increase the under
standing of children's 
real needs in growing up. 

5 . Develop a concept where
by the role of grandparents 
in contributing to the child
ren's growing-up phase 
becomes more meaning
ful. 

HOUSING 

Situation 

Nearly 70 pe rcent of the homes in Wadena County are 
considered of sound construction with level floors, tight 
roof s and siding, good chimneys, and reasonably good in
sulation. 

About 40 percent are 40 years old or older . This in
dicates that remodeling of homes is a timely project for 
many farm families if the home dwellings are to meet the 
desired needs. This situation, apparently , has been ob
served by many families, as shown by the spurt in home 
improvements during the past years. The following data 
indicate s the trend in farm home improvements. 

- 29 -

I I 



1950 
Percent 

Central heat 33 
Running hot water and bathroom 29 
Cold water 39 
Kitchen sink 66 
Cooking fuel - wood or coal 47 
Telephone * 

1957 
Pe rcent 

77 
66 
80 
86 
27 
71 

*Telephones are not included in the 1950 Census, but 
42 percent of the farm homes were reported as having tele
phones in 1954. 

About one-third of the homes in Wadena County still do 
not have running hot water and bathrooms. 

Guideposts considered helpful in developing h ousing 
improvements are: 

• Families should be encouraged to make improvements 
in their homes as income permits, so that family living 
may be made more comfortable and satisfying . 

• Families should be expected to us~ some of their own 
labor in making home improvements, although skilled 
help will be required for ce rta in inst allations . 

• As the farm population decreases more housing in urban 
areas may be needed . 

• The cost of improvements and conveniences in homes 
is expected to remain near present levels. 

Objectives 

The over-all objectives in housing might well be to 
modernize the old buildings where possible , or to construct 
new dwellings where old ones become obsolete . In either 
case the home should be comfortable, attractive , c onven
ient, and economical. 
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Analysis of Committee Reports 

Problems 

1. About one-third of the 1. 
homes in the county 
need a septic tank, 
running water, bath-
room, or central heat-
ing . Some homes also 
have unsatisfactory 
wells. 

2. Mo re than half of the 2. 
hom e s should be re
m odeled in the near 
future to improve 
kitchens, dining 
rooms, bedroom stor-
age, and utility rooms. 

Recommendations 

Encourage more families 
to make home improve
ments as finances per
mit. Provide information 
on the proper construction 
required for satisfactory 
installations of laborsav
ing equipment. 

Provide information on 
planning for adequate 
storage facilities. Use 
open meetings and tours 
as a means of dis siminat
ing educational material 
more effectively. 

3. Families should plan 
to add laborsaving 
e qu ipment for more 
enjoyment and com
fo rt in family living. 

3. Provide information that 
will aid people in select
ing appliances that will 
be most useful to home
makers. 

4. Ab out a third of the 
famili es need to im
prov e their outdoor 
areas, such as lawns, 
foundation plantings , 
shrubbery, flower bor
de rs, and windbreaks. 

4. 

5. A large number of fam- 5. 
ilies who decorate 
their homes need as
sistance on planning 
c olor arrangements, 
wood finishes, drap-
e ries, slipcovers, and 
other room refurnish-
ing accessories. 
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Continue to hold _tours. 
Encourage the use of 
native plant materials to 
assist families in improv
ing their yards with a 
minimum outlay of cash. 

Provide information on 
do-it-yourself projects, 
so that families may pro
gress more rapidly with 
their home furnishing 
and redecorating plans 
when cash outlay is a 
limiting factor. 
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6. Although nearly all 6. 
homes are electrified, 
nearly half of them do 
not have adequate light
ing for reading, sew-
ing, studying, or 
working. 

Provide more infor mation 
on good lighting requi re
ments, including the se
lection and improvement 
of lamps for specific 
jobs. 

CLOTHING 

Situation 

About three-fourths of the homemakers recently sur
veyed said they did home sewing. The articles most fre 
quently made were sleeping garments, house dre sse~, and 
girls' dresses. Boys' and men' s shirts, draperi e s, and 
curtains are also made by a fairly large number of home
makers. 

Fig. 8. 4-H clothing projects interest 
many girls in the county. 
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About 70 percent expressed satifaction with their sew
ing machines; only 47 percent were satisfied with their 
11 sewing rooms. 11 

While making clothing at home is an objective, buying 
clothing for the family also presents a challenge for the 
homemaker. It is difficult to keep up-to-date on all the new 
fabrics, fibers, and finishes that are available. Many of 
them _pre sent unusual problems for homemake rs. 

Guideposts suggested for educational programs dealing 
with clothing are: 

• Home sewing of many items of ·clothing is an important 
factor in meeting economic problems of the family. 

• New fibers, fabrics, and finishes are constantly ap
pearing on the market. Many are designed to lessen 
the need for· washing and ironing; others wear better, 
or perhaps cost less . 

• Clothing costs are not expected to change much although 
the general ec<;>nomy of the country should advance . 

• As people become more active in community affairs 
and do more traveling, a need develops for comfort
able clothing that is also presentable . 

• Family clothing expenditures tend to be highest for the 
teen-aged members. 

Objective s 

Each family member should be comfortably and ade
quately dressed without undue strain on the family's budget. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

Problems . 

1. The re is a growing 
need for more infor
mation on sewing at 
home for children. 

Recommendations 

1. Bring more educational 
information on improving 
skills to homemaker 
groups. Offer special 
classes on learning to 
sew. 
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2. There is a lack of 2. Emphasize the care and 
knowledge on how to u se of the sewing mach-
make ordinary adjust- ine at meetings. 
ments on sewing ma-
chines and also how to 
use attachments pro-
vided with them. 

3. A large number of 3. Stress the need fo r bet-
homes lack space ter storage facilities 
for both sewing and within the home and, 
storage of sewing where possible , p rovide 
supplies. a sewing cent e r. 

4. How to alter garments 4. Treat 11 alteration of gar-
that are 11 hand-me- ments11 as a special study 
downs11 or others that fo r homemakers. 
are purchased but in 
need of alteration pre-
sent special problems 
to many young home-
makers. 

5. New fibers, fabrics, 5. Provide info r mation on 
and finishes present 11how to handle and care 7 

special problems in fo r new finishes and fa- $ 
the care and handling brics 11 at appropriate d 
of both ready-made meetings or distribute $ 
and homesewed cloth- similar inforµia tion A 
ing. through the use of arti- v 

cles in the press and n 

radio and by the use of 
pamphlets. 

6. Selecting styles and 6. Show how to study and s color in clothing con- analyze oneself in order 
stitutes major prob- to make a better choice 
lems for many home- when purchasing or de-

f< makers. signing a garment . 
h 
a: 

FARM BUSINESS b 
c 

Wadena County had 1, 333 farms in 1954, which a c- o· 

counted for 251, 747 of the 333, 040 acres in the county, or 
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The Farm Business 

concerns 

PRICES 
and COSTS of 
PRODUCTION 

JD . 

75. 5 percent of the land. Each farm averaged .approximately 
$2, 600 in sales. Thirteen percent sold over $5, 000 in pro
duce; 32 percent between ·$2, 500 and $5, 000; and 55 percent, 
$2, 500 or less. The average-size farm was 194. 2 acres. 
A very high percentage of farms are owner-operated with 
very little hired labor, so the farm operator makes the 
management decision s in nearly all instances. 

SOILS AND CROPS 

Situation 

Soil management has become a basic challenge on all 
farms in the county. Even though the trend in recent years 
has been t owards larger farms , the number of farms avail
able for rent or purchase is so limited that attention has 
been turned t o erosion cont rol , drainage , and better use of 
cultivated lands as a way of enlarging a farm's business 
operation s. 
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Much of the Hubbard-type soil is better adapted to tim
ber production and wild life. The Rockwood and Wadena 
soils are subject to serious erosion. The farmer's concern 
with soil erosion resulted in the organization of a Soil Con
servation District early this year . The limited soil resources 
coupled with low yields on much of the cropland have encour· 
aged the Extension Service to put special emphasis on all 
phases of soil management, including increased use of adapt· 
able fertilizers and more detailed crop planning based on 
each soil's capabilities. 

Guideposts suggested for consideration in developing 
educational programs in Soils and Crops are : 

• Greater use of the soil-testing service will be needed 3. 
as a means of making more efficient use of fertilizer 
applications . 

• The growing appreciation of aids to conservation farm-
ing will no doubt enable this program to be continued 4. 
for many years . 

• The desire for more detailed classification of s oils will 
be followed by a wiser selection of crops and c rop va
rieties . 

• More interest will develop throughout the county in the 
long list for forest products . 

• The cropping program will be developed around the 
dairying and swine enterprises. 

Objectives 

5 

To use all the land in the manner most certain to assure 6 
maximum income for farmers, and at the same time to 
maintain or improve the fertility and productivity of the soil. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

1. 

Problems 

The full benefits of 
fertilizer applications 
are not realized be
cause too few take 

1. 
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Recommendations 

Use educational material 
to stress the importance 
of soil testing and the need 
of following the recom-
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advantage of the infor
mation available from 
te s t ing the soil prior 
t o the application of 
commercial fertilizers. 

Classification of soils 2. 
is needed before the 
draining or clearing of 
new land. 

3. Dry periods during 3. 
some growing seasons 
substantially reduce 
yields . 

4. The many trees plant- 4. 
ed in the county have 
not yet stimulated 
enough farmers to ap
preciate fully the in-
come possibilities from 
forest products. 

5. Low-yielding hay and 5. 
pasturelands have not 
been improved suffi
ciently. 

6. Pas ture and hay yields 6. 
on drouthy soils are 
too low. 

7. Many acres of low- 7. 
lands produce good 
wild hay but there is 
no market for it. 
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mendations based upon 
the tests. 

Encourage farmers to 
avail themselves of serv
ices available as to the 
soil capabilities of every 
tract of land, now that a 
Soil Conservation Dis
trict has been formed. 

Use demonstrations and 
educational material to 
evaluate the use of irri
gation. 

Encourage a study of the 
soil types that will as
sure frees as a profit
able farm crop. 

Promote pasture manage
ment through demonstra -
tions and other educa
tional meetings empha
sizing wise pasture-man
agement practices . 

Encourage more research 
as to varieties of grass
es that may be more suit
able to the drouthy soils 
of the county. 

Encourage trials on dif
ferent lowland crops and 
forest b y -products. 



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 

Situation 

The numbers of livestock as a whole have shown a 
marked decrease in the last 10 years. Nevertheless , the 
production of livestock products has increased. Sheep how
ever did increase by several hundred and turkeys doubled 
in number. Over 90 percent of the farm income came from 
livestock and livestock products. This indicates that the 
factors necessary to consider in maintaining the far m in
come relate largely to: ( 1) herd size and production per 
cow; (2) flock size and eggs laid per hen; (3) pounds of 
pork produced per 100 lbs. feed; (4) wool and lamb pro
duced per ewe; (5) quantity and quality of feed produced; 
and (6) local markets that pay the highest possible p rices. 

The following table, taken from the 1956 DHIA r eport, 
indicates how important these factors are to the pre sent
day farmer. 

Butterfat Pro- Feed Cost Return in Feed 
duction per Cow per Cow Cost per Cow 

pounds dollars dollars 

200 81 94 
257 101 122 
304 113 162 
352 123 197 
397 134 232 
444 142 264 
492 154 300 
542 164 329 
593 184 393 

DAIRY 

Situation 

The Wadena County DHIA average in 1957 was 40 9 
pounds of butterfat per cow, compared to 375 pounds for 
the state. 
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Fig. 9. Experi ence in 4-H dairy pro
jects prepares Wadena County boys for 
future dairy farming. 

Guideposts to consider when planning educational pro
gr ams on livestock and poultry are: 

• The trend toward fewer farms, larger herds, and 
tendency to specialize will continue. This will mean 
le ss diversification . 

• More efficient production per unit in herds averaging 
le ss than 400 pounds of butterfat per cow will help to 
improve their production through breeding, herd 
h ealth, or better feeding practices. 

• The continued shift from cans to bulk tanks and to 
grade A milk quality w ill be accelerated. 
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• Higher-quality feed production with better care and 
management of all classes of livestock will be profit-
able guides for all livestock enterprises. 1. 

• 4-H Club work will play an important role in develop
ing replacement farmers and in furthering all educa
tional livestock programs. 

Objectives 

To balance the farming enterprise to the capacity of 
the operator, taking into consideration: ( 1) the size of 
the farm; (2) family labor supply and their needs; (3) 
capability of the soil; and (4) the local markets available. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

Problems 

1. Too many herds are 
below the state DHIA 
average of 345 pounds 
at a time when 400-
450-pound herds are 
not uncommon. 

Recommendations 

1. Promote educational pro· 
grams on a year- round 
basis on all phase s of 
dairying, placing em
phasis on quality stock, 
feeding, and general 
good management prac
tices. 

2. Family needs have in- 2. Assist farm families in 
reorganizing their farm· 
ing operations so as to 
increase their net farm 
income. Higher yields, 
better housing, improved 
quality of feed, less 
waste, and better mar
keting are example s. 

3 . 

creased, so it is nec
essary for farm opera
tions to be more effi-
cient and larger; other
wise alternative farm 
income will be sought. 

Present housing is not 3. 
adequate for the larger 
herds. Many farmers 
are not sold on loose 
housing even though 
it is less costly. 
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available from farm man· 
agement records as a 
basis in analyzing the 
various housing units 
used throughout the state. 
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Swine 

1. Producers are not 
fully aware of the 
true value of the 
m eat-type hog. 

1. Arrange for educational 
programs and tours deal
ing with the meat-type 
hog. 

Fig. 10. Interest grows in developing 
meat-type hogs in all breeds. 

2. In raising and selling 
weanling pigs in the 
county, little thought 
is given to the season
ality characteristics 
of the pig markets. 

3. Many farmers have 
n ot raised hogs in 
large numbers before 
and so are running 
into health problems. 

2 . 

3. 
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Distribute more market
ing information on hogs. 

Promote sanitation and 
good management. 



1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

Some farmers need 
an alternative enter
prise to dairying. 

Management of most 
flocks of sheep does 
not give enough atten
tion to problems of 
parasites and quality 
of feed fed, hence re
turns are low. 

Sheep 

1. Use farm management 
data on the results of 
well - managed flocks of 
sheep as a solution for 
some farmers. 

2. Consider a tour of sheep 
producers as a means of 
developing more interest 
in sound flock manage
ment. 

Poultry 

Most flocks are too 
small and production 
per hen too low. 

Egg quality is given 
very little thought, 
hence the poultry 
flocks tend to be un -
profitable. (Large 
chicken and turkey 
flocks, however, 
tend to be efficiently 
operated.) 

1. Provide income inforrna· 
tion on different- sized 
flocks. 

2. Stress the importance of 
the market factors which 
determine egg prices. 

FARM F AMI::... Y FINANCE 

Situation 

The trend toward increased size of enterprises on 
farms with more specialization makes more capital neces
sary. This means that farmers, as businessmen, must 
understand credit and have a ready source. This is hard to 
obtain for the majority of farmers when the lender is faced 
with the current farm income situation; that is, only 13 per· 
cent of the farms in 1954 had an income over $5, 000; 32 
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percent, between $2, 500 and $5, 000; and 55 percent, less 
than $2, 500. 

Guideposts to keep in mind in developing educational 
programs in farm family finance are: 

• High capital requirements are required in farming to
day and may become even higher. 

• To increase efficiency in many farm operations, more 
machines will be necessary, hence, more capital. 

• A m ore comprehensive study of each year1 s farm op
erations will be required for profitable operations . 

• A c on tinued effort to improve intermediate and short
te rm credit arrangement will be desirable; however, 
wise use of credit will be required. 

Objectives 

The m a j or objectiv e in farm f inance j_s an adequate 
source of c redit on reasonable terms whene ver it is needed 
to assure efficient operat ion of each respective farm. 
The goal of p r oduct ion credit should be to assist the farm
er in increas ing h is r eal income. The goal of consumer 
credit is t o a i d the fa r m family in enhancing family living 
without seriously endangering the farm income. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

Problems 

1. Young men starting 
farming today are 
face d with the need 
for l arge amounts of 
capital and credit that 
is hard to get. 

2. Lack of good farm re
cords on each enter
prise does not allow 
opportunities for a 
good analysis of the 

Recommendations 

1. Encourage studies to 
improve the availability 
of credit based on the 
intermediate and short
term need. Encourage 
father-son partnerships . 

2. Encourage and work for 
a good record system on 
each farm . Explore 
methods of getting farm 
families to meet in study 
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3. 

4. 

farm businesses, 
hence the most im
portant requirement 
for a line of credit 
is lacking. 

Homes are depending 3. 
too much on processed 
foods and packaged 
units. 

Much of the consumer 4. 
credit used is too 
costly. 

groups on farm manage
ment and credit problems. 
Personal consultations 
can follow such meet ings. 

Encourage greater pr o
duction of home-produced 
food and better food- pre
servation programs . 

Provide farm groups 
with information on h ow 
to calculate the actual 
cost of 11 easy credit. 11 

Urge people to shop fo r 
credit the same as they 
do for many other com
modities. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Situation 

The community organization pattern is changing; only 
19 rural schools remained in operation in the spring of 
1958. Farm groups have shifte d their interests f rom the 
farm community to larger areas. The activities of the 
Farm Bureau, Farmers Union, and Grange operate largely 
on a county basis now, wherea s local units predominated 
a few years ago. 

Better roads and transportation facilities have con
tributed to the shifting of busb.ess, education, and social 
activities to the town or the larger rural communities. 
While some families are active in many community activi
ties the recent survey showed that many families do not be
long to any organization. The extent of participation in or
ganizations by farm families in the county appears to be as 
follows: 

Church 
Home Extension Groups 
PTA 
4- H Club Program 
Scouts 
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Produd:ion, Market:ing, 

MARKET FLOW OF 
FARM PRODUCTS 

and Public AUairs 

• 

RETURN FLOW OF PAYMENTS 
FOR MARKETING SERVICES 

AND FARM PRODUCTS 
Fig. 11. The left side of this exhibit illustrates 
the flow of farm products from the producer to 
the final consumers. It also shows how the vol
ume of farm products tend to. be reduced in vol
ume as they pass through the 11 marketing chain11 

due to shrink, some spoilage and varying amounts 
of processing. The right side of the exhibits illus
t rates the return flow of payments from the re
tailer to the producer. The art work for this ex
hibit was used for a color slide, a lecture chart 
and as an illustration in a number of county pro
gram planning reports. 
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Some of the areas where the community services were 
studied by the committee included fire protection, youth 
activities, and marketing. 

Fire Protection 

The Verndale Fire Department serves the townships of 
Aldrich and portions of Wing River and Thomastown. A nurn· 
bering system has been started which will enable the fi re 
department to locate a farm quickly. 

The Wadena Fire Department serves approximately a 
10-mile radius and goes wherever called. There is a charge 
made either to the farmer or the township: 

The Sebeka Fire Department serves six surrounding 
rural townships, and makes a charge for each rural fire 
call. Here there is a verbal reciprocal agreement between 
towns for assisting each other. 

Youth Act]vities 

Youth Population, Wadena County, 1950 

County, County, County farm C ounty 
Age 1940 1950 Urban rural nonrural ·---
Under 5 1,289 1,502 501 707 294 

5 - 9 1, 304 l, 412 362 770 280 

10 - 14 1,353 1,219 293 693 233 

15 - 19 1,344 1,059 267 _ill ~ 

5,290 5, 192 1, 423 2,761 1, 008 

The youth census. is of interest to all individuals and 
groups working with youth. 
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There has been an increase in younger children {under 
10) since the recent war period. This has increased the 
need fo r both classrooms and teachers in school. 

The s _maller age groups, 10 - 19 years of age in 1950, 
a re the ones starting careers today. 

This census of the youth population of the county shows 
the inc reased number of children eligible for membership 
in the 4 -H and other youth programs . 

1950 1955 1960 

Age 10 - 19 1,718 1,976 2,051 
Rural and nonfarm 

Age 10 - 19 2,278 2,631 2,914 
County total 

The county 4- H enrollment has remained in the 350-
425 range for the pas t 10 years or more. The percentage 
of eligible rural youth enrolled is about 19 percent; for the 
farm youth the proport ion i s 24 percent. 

Based on current t rends , only three to five young men 
can start farming in Wadena County per year and expect to 
gross ove r $5 , 000. Another 10 may expect to gross between 
$2, 500 - $5, 000. 

Guideposts to consider in developing Extension youth 
programs are : 

• The re will be a need to provide more guidance in train
ing and choosing careers for young people in the future. 

• The re will be a continual need for youth organizations 
and leadership for young people. 

• There will be increasingly more dependence on com
m unities to provide recreation and other social activ
itie s for young people. Teenagers should be encour
aged to direct their own activities, but still require 
guidance. 
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• Thet'e will be a need for closer cooperation between 
the farm and town communities in providing public 
services for business, e.ducation, recreation, and wel
fare. 

Objectives 

Communities should: (1) encourage and support agen
cies and organizations that contribute to the welfare of the 
community; (2) promote activities that contribute to wel
fare of the community and its people; and (3) have all 
agencies and organizations cooperating to the degree that 
each is able to make its greatest contribution to the com
mon good of all people in the county. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Problems 

Many farms do not 
have adequate fire 
protection. 

Recommendations 

1. Emphasize educational 
programs on adequate 
home and farm fire pro
tection. Closer coopera
tion between rural and 
civic governments is de
sired to work out satis
factory plans for protec
tion. 

Problems are met in 2. Encourage community 
groups to plan more ef
fective recreation for 
teenagers and to develop 
better understanding and 
respect for local laws 
and regulations. 

obtaining youth, paren-
tal, and community 
cooperation in adhering 
to regulations for driv
ing, purchase of alco
holic beverages and 
tobacco. 

Many health problems 3. 
depend on community 
action, such as dental 
and various disease
immunization programs. 
Only 10 percent of those 
surveyed indicated they 
had information on flu
oridation. Lack of a 
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county nurse pre
vents coordination 
of health programs. 

4. The limited industri- 4. 
al development and 
few new farming op
portunities in Wadena 
County make it neces-
sary for a large pro
portion of young peo-
ple to migrate to other 
areas of employment. 

5. A large number of 
youth do not parti
cipate in any youth 
groups, such as 4-H, 
Scouts, church, etc. 

5. 

Intensify efforts of all 
community groups and 
schools in vocational 
guidance. 

Interest more adults in 
this program and assist 
in training youth group 
leaders. 

MARKETING 

Situation 

The products sold by producers in Wadena County con
sist almost entirely of the various marketable grades of 
cream, milk, eggs, poultry, meat animals, forest pro
ducts, feed grains, and some hay. Sales are made in var
ious ways. A limited amount of the farm produce is sold 
to neighboring farmers, local consumers, and nearby re
tail stores. The larger share, however, is assembled 
locally and trucked or shipped to some distant market. For 
farm products such as eggs, cream, milk, and timber, 
much of the processing is done locally, with many benefits 
accruing to the respective communities. This entire field 
is extremely important and deserves study and action be
cause markets for farm products are constantly changing. 

The marketing services required must be performed 
by someone. The q'uality of these services depends upon 
several factors, many beyond the control of the individual 
farmer. For this reason farmers usually find it necessary 
to cooperate in programs designed to improve prices or 
markets for their products. The same approach is fre
quently required on certain cost items needed in farm pro
duction. Many studies on selling farm products and handling 
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farm supplies have been conducted in this state. The results 
are available as guides to groups desiring them. Moreover 
the County Extension Service is in a position to secure and' 
present information on these important phases. 

A few objectives desired in local markets are: (1) 
highest possible prices to farmers for the different grades 
of farm products consistent with the consumer's willingness 
to purchase enough to make the business worthwhile; (2) a 
volume of business that makes it possible to secure good 
equipment; ( 3) efficient management; and ( 4) accurate 
market price reports that help farmers plan their business. 
These hold true for any local independent or cooperative 
firm that buys farm produce or sells farm supplies. 

Analysis of Committee Reports 

Problems 

1. The handling of differ- 1. 
ent grades of eggs, 

2. 

3. 

cream, and milk in
creases marketing 
costs; yet the farmer 
must know what grades 
bring highest prices. 

Marketing costs for 2. 
many farm products 
seem high to the pro
ducer; he wants to 
know if the re is any-
thing to be gained by 
doing more marketing 
on a cooperative basis. 
Similar viewpoints ex-
ist with respect to costs 
of farm supplies. 

How can local farm
ers expand their 
markets? 

3. 
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Recommendations 

Urge producers of the 
county to consider quality 
grades that will net high
est prices to producers and 
permit lowest possible 
processing costs to local 
market firms. 

Provide information on the 
actual costs of the various 
marketing services used 
for different farm com· 
modities, based upon re· 
search studies made in this 
state. Emphasize the range 
in costs between different 
buying and selling firms as 
a means of pinpointing the 
more important factors 
involved. 

Provide opportunities for 
group meetings with qual· 
ified discussion leaders. 
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Summary 
This report contains suggestions to be reviewed as 

programs of work for the County Extension Service are re
vised and brought up-to-date each year. The recommenda
tions included with each committee's report, fortunately, 
do not require drastic changes from current programs. 
Nevertheless, it appears that occasional shifts in emphasis 
are certain to accelerate progress in terms of more pro
fitable farming, improved farm living, and more service
able rural institutions. 

While committees did not indicate priority ratings with 
their recommendations, the desired trends are readily ob
served and serve as a basis for these conclusions: 

e Participation in the total County Extension Program by 
more families is desired. To reach this goal more 
volunteer leaders will be needed. Then, too, they must 
be supplied with more subject-matter material and also 
effective teaching aids. 

Proper land use is recognized as a basic consideration 
for all the land farmed and also for the other large 
acreages currently not used for grain, cultivated crops, 
hay, or pasture. This view brings into focus, too, the 
entire field of proper crop selection, desired cultural 
practices, and well-managed dairy, livestock, and 
poultry enterprises. 

• The marketing of farm products and the purchasing of 
farm supplies are subjects in which much interest is 
expressed. People want to know more about markets 
and how they are operated. How are prices determined? 
What can be done to develop larger market outlets? 
How important is foreign trade? And how can farm 
production costs be reduced? Information to answer 
questions of this type is wanted . 

• Efforts to improve and protect health for J>eople of all 
ages, including the entire field of home and public safe
ty, introduces many program possibilities. 
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Youth development programs, with special emphasis 
on the 4-H program, are singled out as successful 
programs of the past; efforts to continually enlarge 
and improve them are encouraged. 

Farm and home management is highlighted, as it con
cerns the use of credit, yearly financial records suit
able as a basis of analysis each year, and adjustments 
needed in view of changing conditions. 

The role of citizenship in this changing world is men
tioned. Th_ere is need for a greater awareness of the 
responsibility each person has towards his community, 
county, state, nation, and world. 

Effective yearly programs of work may require occas
ional additional committee meetings in order to keep 
abreast of changing situations. 

It seems certain that these guides for the next few 
years will help assure more effective use of the resources 
available to the Wadena County Extension Service. 
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Committees 
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Elmer Howard, Chairman, 
Sebeka 

Archie Maaninga, Menahga 
Mino Westra, Sebeka 
Clyde Swanson, Sebeka 
Elme r Olson, Sebeka 
A. M. Anderson, Sebeka 
Jack Beving, Wadena 
Herman Kern, Sebeka 

FAMILY LIVING 

Mrs. Gordon Berg, 
Chairman, Staples 

Mrs. Lester Erickson, 
Sebeka 

Mrs. Don Lindley, Staples 
Miss Geneva Peterson, 

Sebeka 
Mrs. H.J. Hines, Verndale 
Mrs . Vernon Johnson, 

Wadena 
Mr s . A. L. Heggen, Sebeka 
Mrs. Howard Flanagan, 

Sebeka 

SOILS AND CROPS 

Roland Billington, 
Chairman, Sebeka 

John Markkula, Menahga 
Mrs. Matt Pulju, Menahga 
Edgar Burgau, Sebeka 
Erv Utterrnarck, Sebeka 
Douglas Swanson, Sebeka 
Carl Quale, Sebeka 
Martin Malone, Sebeka 
Lewis Jens en, Sebeka 

Herman Hansen, Sebeka 
Ivan Wells, Verndale 
Lyn Hess, Verndale 
Richard Maroney, Wadena 
Howard DeWald, Staples 
Harry Hines, Verndale 
Newman Ireland, Wadena 
Clyde Kelsey, Wadena 

Mrs. S. L. Dalen, Verndale 
Mrs. Howard Schwartz, 

Wadena 
Mrs. Robert Anderson, 

Wadena 
Mrs. Archie Oehlenschlager, 

Sebeka 
Mrs. Howard Tullis, Sebeka 
Mrs. Orville Paulson, 

Wadena 
Mrs. George Lien, Wadena 

Douglas Hess, Verndale 
Don Blaha, Verndale 
L. T. Geiger, Staples 
Maurice Baker, Verndale 
Leo Bautch, Verndale 
Melvin Kern, Wadena 
M. A. Radermacher, 

Wadena 
Gehart Goeden, Verndale 
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FINANCING 

Larry Kern, Chairman, 
Wadena 

Howard Tullis, Sebeka 
John Rife, Menahga 
Lars Lainonen, Menahga 
Mino Westra, Sebeka 
Clifford Graba, Sebeka 
Ed Bollin, Sebeka 

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 

Samuel Rittenhouse, 
Chairman, Menahga 

Richard W eappa, Sebeka 
Richard Saari, Sebeka 
Leonard Knudson, Verndale 
Verne Heather, Wadena 
Marvin Pulju, Sebeka 
Les Perkins, Sebeka 
Les Nyberg, Wadena 
Ally Bretz, Verndale 
Mrs. Charles Ostlund, 

Verndale 

Dairy 

Ben Walz, Chairman, Sebeka 
Sherman Dalen, Verndale 
Samuel Rittenhouse, Menahga 

Poultry 

Mrs. Charles Osterlund, 
Chairman, Verndale 

Mrs. E. E. Jacobs, Verndale 
Marvin Hepola, Sebeka 

Sheep 

Boyd Conley, Chairman, 
Verndale 

Barry Blaha, Verndale 
Roland Billington, Sebeka 

Edgar Tappe, Sebeka 
Les Leonard, Sebeka 
Don Blaha, Verndale 
Boyd Conley, Verndale 
Newman Ireland, Verndale 
Art Breid, Wadena 
Gale Johnson, Sebeka 

Mrs. E. E. Jacobs, Verndale 
Herbert Schermerhorn, 

Sebeka 
Elmer Olson, Sebeka 
Emil Wicht, Staples 
Boyd Conley, Verndale 
Ben Walz, Sebeka 
Bob Kreklau, Sebeka 
Alfred Gilster, Sebeka 

Ally Bretz, Verndale 
Richard W eappa, Sebeka 
Art Ervasti, Menahga 

Verne Heather, Wadena 
Charles Casler, Wadena 
Oral Halliwell, Wadena 
Les Nyberg, Wadena 

Richard Saari, Sebeka 
Irvin W eappa, Sebeka 
Howard Schwartz, Wadena 
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Jerome Schermerhorn, 
Chairman, Sebeka 

John Fischer, Wadena 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Mrs. Margaret Stroschein, 
Chairman, Sebeka 

Mrs. Roy Young, Wadena 
Mrs. Melvin Kern, Wadena 
Mrs. William Larson, 

Verndale 
Mrs. Ed. Klappenback, 

Staples 
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Aaron Struck, Sebeka 
Dave Wellman, Verndale 

Mrs. Roy Boylan, Wadena 
Mrs. Floyd Johnson, Sebeka 
Mrs. Alvin Benson, Verndale 
Mrs. Les Perkins, Sebeka 
John Marshall, Sebeka 
Mrs. Clarence Nohrenberg, 

Sebeka 
Mrs. Archie Maaninga, 

Menahga 
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