• Situations
• Prohlems
• Recommendations

Mankato, Minnesota
May, 1958
To the People of Blue Earth County:
The following report is the work of the people listed
in the back of this book who assisted in appraising present
conditions and made recommendations for future action in
view of trends. The Extension Committee would like to take
this opportunity to thank those who gave of their time in
this matter. As an Extension Committee we are responsible
for approving a program of work for Extension Agents each
year. The material in this publication will be used as a
basis for future programs of the Extension Agents.
This pUblication will be given quite wide distribution to
Blue Earth County people for their information.

Re spe ctfully,
The Blue Earth County
Extension Committee
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E . J. Norman, Lake Crystal, County Chairman
Lester Anderson, Mapleton
H. G. Stangland, Mankato
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Sig Svendsen, Lake Crystal
Claude Johnston, Madison Lake
Mrs. Wilbert Doring, Mankato
C larence Boesch, Truman
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Byron Howard, Mapleton
Mrs. Harold Hansen, Madelia
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Why This Report __ _
The County Agricultural Extension Service--officially
called the Cooperative Extension Service because the federal, state, and county governments all contribute to its
support--is directed by the County Agricultural Extension
Committee. This committee- - made up of two county commissioners, the county auditor, and six members (farm
men and women) appointed by the county board of commissioners --plans the program and helps direct Extension
work. Each y ear it meets with the County Extension agents
and a group of farm people to review the past yearl s program and to plan next year l s program. In this way local
people plan the fields in which major emphasis is to be
placed and where county workers should devote their energies.
Since the Extension Service is a cooperative arrangement, County Extension Agents are members of the faculty
of the University of Minnesota and the staff of the U . S.
Department of Agriculture. The educational facilities of
thes e institutions are available to county workers and financial support is provided to the County Extension Service
through the University and the U. S. Department of Agriculture.
In view of the very significant changes in agriculture
in recent y ears , the County Extension Committee, working
with the county agents and representatives of the University
of Minnes ota, decided to study our county situation and Extension program to see if it meets the needs of today.

This project to plan ahead for county Extension was
begun in 1956 with a meeting of the Extension Committee,
district county agent supervisors, and county agents .
The following persons were directly associated with
the planning process: County Commissioners W . F. Nicholson, Lester Anderson, and E. J. Norman, and County Extension Committee me mbe rs Claude Johnston, Clarence
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Boesch, Byron Howard, Mrs. Wilbert Doring, Mrs. Kenneth Hagen, Mrs. Harold Hansen, and County Auditor H.
G . Stangland; District Extension Agent Supervisors Caroline
Fredrickson and Arthur E. Engebretson.
The committees appointed to consider and report on
specific areas are listed near the end of this report .
County Extension Staff
Wayne W. Weiser
Byron L. Kunkel
Mrs. Kathleen Bjerum
Grace E. Jones
Mrs . Gertrude DeRemer

County Agricultural Agent
Assistant County Agricultural
Agent
Home Agent
Office Secretary
Office Secretary

To make this program determination truly meet local
needs, the many cooperators were asked to assist in various capacities. They were requested to think ahead for
some time, recognizing that most worthwhile phases of any
problem are more than one year in execution and that there
must be good year-to-year continuity of effort for effective
results.
This report of long-time Extension program planning
for Blue Earth County covers a series of fact- considering
meetings. Local people looked closely at the situation in
which they found themselves.
The committees did not set up definite detailed goals,
but rather pointed out the direction Extension work in the
county should take. Often concern with immediate problems
tended to overshadow the basic situations. For example,
those concerned with current market prices on certain spe cific commodities found it necessary to consider prog rams
intended for immediate improvement that would also result
in long- run benefits .
SETTING UP THE COMMITTEES
The County Extension Committee assisted in selecting
representative people for the general planning committee.
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At the meeting of the general committee, background mater ial prepared by the County Extension agents was presented.
P rimarily, it concerned Blue Earth County and covered
both f arm operation and family living.

On

The problem area committees were provided by the
gene ral committee and met once or more each. Their frequently overlapping recommendations were reduced to the
simplest statements possible and carefully edited.
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USING THE REPORT
The committee process produced fairly clear evidence
of trends, if not exact statements of needs for Extension
educ a tion. Because it was hard to pin down exact phases of
work t hat should be put into action, there will continue to
be a n eed for an annual review of current changes and an
adju s t ment to them. The committees recognized that some
of the ir findings and suggestions might be out-of-date in a
year or two .
On t he other hand, there were a number of basic indicati ons t hat cannot be ignored. An example is the need to
supple ment emphasis on production with more help in better und e rstanding other farm income and family living problems .
A quit e definite selection of fields of effort is shown by
this re port. This can be a v ery helpful guide to planning for
several y ears. Because of the wide participation in its preparation , there should be both interest and cooperation in
car r ying out its re commendations.
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Farm and Home Situation
Blue Earth, one of the second tier of counties from
the northern line of Iowa, is situated in the central part of
southern Minnesota. Its northern boundary is indented by
the great right-angle bend of the Minnesota River, which
marks the southernmost point of that stream .
Six rivers of major importance cross the county and
converge at Mankato. They are the Blue Earth, LeSueur,
Maple, Big and Little Cobb, and Watonwan. While in its
surface features the county varies from flat to hilly, by
far the larger part is flat to gently rolling .
Ninety- six percent of the county's total land area of
473,600 acres is in farms. Nearly eighty percent of the
farm land is cropped, leaving very little for woodlands ,
permanent pasture, and other uses . The county is divided
into 23 townships, 1 city, and 13 towns and villages.
The people of Blue Earth County came from many lands,
including Great Britain, Germany, Norway, and Sweden.
The first settlement was made at Mankato in 1852; following this the surrounding county was explored and gradually
settled. Water transportation to the northeast to the M i ssis sippi provided an outlet for both fur and grain during the
early years.
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The total county population increased 5.9 percent fro m
1940 to 1950. The rural farm population, however, dropped
and this is a typical trend in many Minnesota counties. T he
population is about 50 percent rural . If rural nonfarm fa milies are excluded, the percentage drops 20 percent. The
average number of persons per household is 3.39 for the
rural population. The county seat, Mankato, accounts fo r
nearly 19,000 of the county's people .
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EDUCATION
Blue Earth County school systems have undergone
many change s, owing to (1) improved roads and facilitie s
for transporting school children, (2) consolidation of school
districts and more complete curriculums, (3) new school
buildings and recreational facilities, and (4) more interest
in education. All these changes have been made in the interest of better schools.
Four colleges are located nearby. They are Mankato
State College, Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter,
Mankato Commercial College, and Bethany Junior College
of Mankato. In addition to the se the county has a vocational
trade school and two schools of beauty culture. More and
more young people on farms are taking advantages of advanced educational opportunities.

s,

High school vocational agriculture and horne economics
training is available over most of the county, as seven high
schools have vo-ag departments and nine schools have horne
ec departments. Blue Earth County has 59 rural schools in
1946, compared with 12 in 1957.
The trends in public elementary and high schools in
Blue Earth County are as follows:
Graded
Elementarr

Ungraded Elementary
(Common Rural Districts)
Total
Closed
Open

High
Schools

Junior
High

1958

9

3

12

16

28

1956

9

2

19

23

42

1950

9

2

48

52

100

1946

9

2

59

53

112

Enrollment of Elementary Parochial Schools - 7 schools •
total, 1,655
Enrollment of Parochial Secondary Schools - 3 schools total, 745

CHURCH LIFE
The church as a spiritual center continues to be a
strong institution around which much of the life of the typical Blue Earth County rural family is centered. This
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situation has been true since the beginning of the first
churche s in the county. Many denominations are repre sented
in the county.

MEDICAL SERVICES
The two hospitals in the county are located at Mankat o,
and two hospitals at nearby Madelia and New Ulm also
serve Blue Earth County. A training school for nurses is
provided by both of the Mankato hospitals and by Mankato
State College.
The county employs a full-time nurse.
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A medical clinic, located in Mankato, and private p rac titioners in Mankato, as well as in surrounding towns,
provide fine medical service for county residents .
SOILS AND AGRICULTURE
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The soil types most predominant are Clarion, Nicollet,
and Webster, with some areas of lighter soils . Drainage
has been and still is a problem on the heavi er soils . T he
soils in general are very productive and are becoming more
so with increased fertilizer use and additional drainage .
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INDUSTRY IN COUNTY
Ninety-five industrie s in the city of Mankato alone help
provide off-farm work opportunities for rural residents .
This area is recognized as a leader in the increasingly important soybean-processing industry, with two large soybean plants located here. Other large industries are fee d
and flour milling, can manufacturing, electrical equipment,
and manufacturing of fishing reels.
Marketing facilities such as grain elevators, packing
plants, milk plants, poultry and egg houses, and other
markets for farm products are considered good, although
many people are unaware of the long distance s to most
final consumer markets.
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CLIMATE AND RAINFALL
ented

The climate is an important factor in the farming activities in the county. It is characterized by wide variation
in temperature throughout the year. Over a 40-year period,
the average temperature for July is 73.6° and for January
13.3° .
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Twenty-one inches of the total annual precipitation of
28 inches comes during the warm season, April to September. The length of the growing season is sufficient for a
wide variety of crops. On the average there are 140 days
of frost-free weather . May 10 is the average annual date
for the last killing frost in the spring and October 1 is the
average date for the first killing frost in the fall.

rac TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNIC ATION

let,

Railroad, truck, and bus transportation facilities a re
good; air transportation facilities are fair. The county is
served by three major railroad systems, which provide
exce llent freight and express service to all parts of the
Unite d States. In addition there are also four short-run
railroads in the county.

are
Transcontinental air service is available 80 miles
away at Minneapolis, and a medium- sized municipal airport is located at Mankato .
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The public road system provides approximately 100
percent of all farm families with either a gravel or hardsurface road. U. S. Highway #169 splits the county in half
from north to south and U. S. Highway # 14 comes into the
county at Mankato and goes straight east to the county line .
State Highway #60 intersects the northeast corner and cuts
diagonally across the county to the western border, while
State Highway #22 crosses the county from northwest to
s outheast. State Highway #30 crosses the county close to
the southern boundary. In addition there are numerous
county highways. Blue Earth county roads compare with
the best roads in southern Minnesota.
Rural mail delivery routes, telephone lines, power
lines, and truck and bus routes reach all sections of the
county.

- 9 -

Communication facilities are also well developed . T he
community is served by six television channels, five or
more radio stations, four daily newspapers, six weekly
newspapers, a county library, and a public library. Circulation of farm, trade, and other magazines is very high .
There are a number of professional, civic, trade, business, farm, recreational, educational, and other group s
that serve many rural families. The multiplicity of me mbership in these organizations causes keen competition for
people's time and leadership .
The Home Survey provided homemakers with an opportuni ty t o indicate their preference as to ways of receiving
info rmation. The following table indicates their views :
Percent Reporting
This Method Us ed
Leaflet or bulletin . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

100

Newspaper or magazine. . . . . . . . .

100

Meetings . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

91

Television. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

38

Radio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . ..

29

BLUE EARTH COUNTY PROFILE
Comparison of Blue Earth County to Minnesota (19 54)
Average
Minnesota
1.

Percent of land in farms

2.
3.

Blue Earth
County

63 . 0

96. 4

Size of farms, acres

195.4

164.0

Size of farms,
acre s in cropland

127 . 0

130 . 0
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4.

Dollar value of land and
buildings (avg. per farm)

$21,000

5.

Dollar value of land per
acre

$

$33,263

105

$

198

busis

6.

P e rcent tenancy

19.8

30.5

n-

7.

Pe rcent of population
change 1940-1956

+6.8

+5.9

8.

Farming opportunitie s
a. Percent farm boys who
can start farming and
expect possible gross income of $5,000 or more

26

46

b . Percent farm boy s who
can start f arming and
expect possible gross income of $2,500 or more

41

57

Percen t farmers doing offthe-farm work 100 days or
more

14. 9

9

Percent farms where offfarm work exceeds farm income (includes all members
of family )

13 . 8

8

for
)or19

9.

10.

~)

11.
12 .
13 .

Total cash farm receipts
per farm

$5,955

Percent decrease in number of farms (1949-1954)

$8,576
2

8

Cash income (pe rcent of total
cash income from each product)
a . Field crops
b. Dairy and dairy products
c. Hogs and pigs
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33
20
18

50
8
21

d. Cattle
e. Poultry and poultry
products
f. Sheep , lambs, and wool
g. Vegetables and others

14.

14. 8

11

10
1.2
3

8
1
1

Percent farms with livestock
and livestock products
a. Farms with hogs and pigs
59
b. Farms with beef but no
dairy
21*
c. Farms reporting dairy
74
d. Farms reporting sheep
13
e. Farms reporting poultry
73
f. Numbe r of eggs pe r hen
194

67

h

8
49
20
81
188

15. Equipment and facilitie s
(pe rcent of familie s)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Electricity
Piped running water
Telephone
Home freezer
Automobiles
Motor trucks
Grain combines (percent
of farmers harvesting
grain)
h. Tractors
1. Corn pickers (percent
of farmers harvesting
corn)
j. Television

*

94.1
57. 1
68. 3
39
92

49
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73
86
56
97
57
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Next to highest in state.
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Cooperative Extension Work
The Cooperative Extension Service officially began
with the passage of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 by the
Congress of the United States. This act created the Extension Service and appropriated funds for its support . The
word "cooperative" refers to the three agencies cooperating
in its formation and function: U. S. Department of Agriculture ; state of Minnesota, through the University of Minnesota; and Blue Earth County. All three groups contribute
financially to its operation in Minnesota .
The Extension Service has grown to include all counties in the United States and its territories, with one or
more agents in each county. These agents - agricultural,
home, and 4-H Club - are "carrying on educational programs
for both adults and youth.
Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home
ec onomics assists people engaged in farming and homemaking to use available resources more fully in meeting
the changing economic and social conditions. The Extension Service disseminates information to farm people and
othe rs interested. The information is received from the
U. S. Department of Agriculture and from Land-Grant
College s as a result of their studies and experiments. The
research information is then interpreted by the agents for
the people in the countie s. Extension also develops leade rship and thereby helps people to help themselves through
wide r participation in Extension programs. Many of the
benefits of Extension work result from group action.

COUNTY EXTENSION ORGANIZATION
Agricultural Extension work started in Blue Earth
County on March 1, 1918, when M. R. Benedict was appointe d Agricultural Agent. He was replaced by L. E. McMillan on December 1, 1919, who was agent until his death
in November of 1945, with a long period of service. Leonard
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L. Harkness served 1945 - 1949; Quentin J . . Marsh, 19491952; and Wayne W. Weiser is County Agent at present.
Susan Hough was the first Home Agent, starting the
Home Agent program in 1922 - 1923. She worked in Waton wan, Steele, and Faribault counties, as well as in Blue
Earth County at that time. Eva Blair worked as Home
Agent 1923 - 1925; Agnes Erkel, 1925 - 1926; .Marian Hagstrom, 1928 - 1932; Clara Farstad, 1932 - 1937; Marjorie
Perrizo, 1938 - 1939; Viola Mach, 1939 - 1943; Margery
Evanson, 1943 - 1944; Martha Deters, 1944 - 1945; Barba ra
Bechtel, 1946; Caroline Fredrickson, 1947 - 1954; Bernita
Severson, 1954 - 1956; Vivian Evans, 1956; and Kathleen
Bjerum, 1957 - 1958.
Four-H Club work in Minnesota stated in 1912, when
T . A. "Dad" Erickson was appointed state leader of boy s'
and girls' club work; 4-H Club work became an official p rogram under the Department of Agriculture with the passage
of the Smith-Lever Act. The first clubs were organized in
Blue Earth County in 1918, with Maynard Coe as 4-H Club
agent at the time.
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Other agents who have assisted in 4-H Club work as
Club Agents or Assistant County Agents are Florence
Klammer, 1948 - 1951; Daniel M. Peterson, 1951; Ardis
M. Schrader, 1952; Gwendolyn Seils, 1953; Duane Venekamp, 1953 - 1954; and Byron L. Kunkel, 1955 to the present time.
Cooperative Extension Work in Blue Earth County ha s
carried on educational programs for farmers, homemakers ,
and youth. All agents share in this threefold program.
There were periods when the County Agricultural Agent
carried on the program for all three phases of Extension
work. As Home Agents and Assistant Agents were added,
educational work was increased in all areas, especially in
horne and youth programs.
THE COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE
The County Board of Commissioners of the counties of
the state is authorized to appropriate funds for county Extension work in agriculture and home economics within
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limitations, as stated in a Minnesota Legislative Act
amended as of 1953. This act also provides for an Extensi on committee consisting of nine local men and women.
At least two members of the Extension Committee shall be
women. The members are appointed for three-year terms,
two being appointed each year.

n

The County Extension Committee has the over-all res ponsibility for work in the county, including budget planning , personnel selection, and program development. The
Extension agents consult with the committee in carrying
out the program. The committee in turn encourages the
c ooperation of all individuals and organizations to make the
mo s t profitable use of Extension activitie s.
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Extension work in Blue Earth County is carried on with
individuals and through groups. The agricultural phase revolve s mainly around organizations formed in the interest
of diffe rent farm commoditie s or inte re sts.
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Fig. 1. The Home Council plans project lessons
for 1,400 women enrolled in 94 home project groups.
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The home economics phase is carried on locally through
community homemaker groups. The homemakers are informally organized, with from one to 13 groups in a township or town. The Blue Earth County Extension Home Council is made up of homemakers who represent each of the
townships in the county. The Extension Home Council ass i sts
in planning and carrying out the home program.
The over-all objective of the Extension Home Program
is to help families have a more satisfying life--as families
and as individuals- -w~thin their home s and in the community. It brings to all members of the family, right in thei r
homes and in their communities, the most recent information on new developments and research in home economics .
This information will help these families enjoy better living.
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Nearly 1,400 Blue Earth County homemakers are enrolled in 93 Extension groups. Urban, as well as rural ,
women are showing an increased interest in the program.
Nine of the 13 groups in Mankato Township are composed
of homemakers within the Mankato City limits. The following graph on page 17 shows the growth of the program fro m
1949 to 1958.
Four- H Club work is carried on locally through organ ized youth groups . The County 4-H Leaders Council is m ade
up of adult, project, and junior leaders from each 4-H C lub.
This council assists in planning and carrying out the 4-H
program.
The nature of county Extension work is illustrated in
figure 3 . A program of work is determined by the County
Extension Committee. This program is carried out by a
trained staff through individuals and groups. While the total
program is large and varied, practically all of the activitie s
can be included in three broad educational and service areas .
The se are the family, the farm, and the community. Work
in these areas provide ways of reaching the final goal--that
of helping rural people improve their situation.
Reaching over 2,000 farms in family living, farming ,
and numerous situations requiring group action calls for
the use of many teaching or service methods. Many have
been developed, as shown in figure 4. Some of these methods--including 4-H Club work, homemaker groups, institute s ,
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Growth of Extension Home Program

Fig. 2. Growth of Extension Home Program
in Blue Earth County.
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and m any others--have become well-established programs.
Others are less known. It is obvious that county Extension
workers use many ways to reach people--at the county office and in the field. These methods may be direct or indirect-- some by personal contacts, others through groups ,
etc. The program of selecting the most effective method
for specific cases is a constant challenge, although the socalled mass-media methods are relied upon heav ily.

tes,
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COUNTY EXTENSION WORK

THE COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE
DETERMINES ANNUAL PLAN OF WORK

~----------

which is carried out by •• •
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ALL COUNTY PEOPLE HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE PART
IN PROGRAM PLANNING

Ra

Te
ORGANIZED GROUPS and INTERESTED INDIVIDUAlS
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THREE BROAD EDUCAT/ONAL AND
SERVICE AREAS
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THE FAMILY

with the final goal of • • •
"A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE
OF BLUE EARTH COUNTY"

Fig. 3.

»-------------'

County Extension work illustrated.
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County Extension Staff

.J.,
Teaching Methods

~----------~I
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Direct Contacts
with People

~_ _--,I
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Indirect Contacts
with People

~
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Field

Formal Groups*

InforIllal Groups *

Office calls

Farm visits

Horne council
Homemaker groups

Committees

Telephone calls

Home visits

4-H Leaders Council
4-H Clubs

Forums

Newspaper articles

Personal
contacts

COIllmodity groups

Institutes

P ers onal letters

Open meetings

Farm Management
Associations

DeIllonstration
Illeetings

Newspaper colunms

4 -H meetings

DHlA. Associations

Camps

Radio

Achievement
days

Crop Improvement
Association

Tours

Televisi on

County fairs

COIllmercial groups

Leader training
Illeetings

Bulletins

Fann and home
development

County fair
FarIll organi z ations

Visual aids

Demons tration
plots

GovernIllental
age nci es

Fig . 4 .

Special meetings

Extension teaching illustrated.

*

A formal group refers generally to one that has organiz ation forms such as articles of incorporation and bylaws, or a constitution, or has a fairly long history. An
informal group refers more to one formed for a specific
purpose and is usually discontinued when the assignment is
completed.
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Committee Reports-Major work or problem areas were selected by the
planning committee. Each area was then studied in detail
by subcommittees who were assigned specific phases. The
various problem situations selected and recommendations
suggested are summarized in this section.
It is of course the responsibility of the County Extension
Committee to determine yearly plans of work but how to
carry them out depends largely on decisions of county Extension staff members. Therefore, committee reports are
integrated into the traditional framework of Extension work
in the county.
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In order to simplify efforts to transfer phases of this
report into yearly plans of work, the committee reports a re
summarized under the three major program areas outlined
earlier, namely, (l) the farm business - the family I s sou rce
of income; (2) the community - various group action programs, etc; (3) family living, etc.
THE FARM BUSINESS
The farm business determines the income for most
farm familie s in Blue Earth County . The minimum goal i s
an income adequate to satisfy needs for housing, food, clothing, education, recreation, health, and other wants of fa rm
people. The Extension Service can assist in advising far m
families on changes or adjustments that can result in higher
earnings.
The average 1954 farm income in Blue Earth County
was $8,576. This includes a wide range from satisfacto ry
earnings to others that were inadequate . Some 74 percent
had cash farm incomes over $5,000; 17 percent from $2, 500
to $4,999; and 9 percent less than $2,500.
The planning committees working on var i ous aspects
pointed out some of the weak links in production which the
Extension Service can help improve .
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The average farm size in 1955 was 164 acres, compared with 150.4 acres in 1945 and therefore a decrease
in number of farms. There were 3,046 farms in 1940,
2,851 in 1950, and 2,784 in 1955.
e

The average farm was valued at $33,263 in 1955 or
$197.81 per acre; in 1950 at $151. 31 per acre. Land values
have increased considerably since 1955.

.ion

The average cash receipts per farm in 1954 was $8,576 .
The distribution of this income was as follows:
Percent

:k
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Field crops . . . . . . . . . . .... .... ...... .
Dairy and dairy products .. .... ..... . .
Hogs ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·· .
Beef. ..... .. .. .. . ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Poultry and poultry products ... . ..... .
Sheep .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Horticultural specialties . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vegetables, fruits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .

50
8
21
11
8
1
0.9

l.6

Soils and Crops
Situation
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Blue Earth County soils in general are highly productive
and most soils have a high potential yielding ability if properly fertilized and properly handled. Soil samples tested
by the University from Blue Earth County , in the 18-month
period of July 1, 1954, to December 31, 1955, indicated
that one-half of the soils are medium and low in phosphate
and about the same proportion are medium to low in potash.
About 58 percent were below a 6. 3 in pH need of lime.
About 8 pe rcent we re above a pH of 7. 4, which indicate s
high lime or alkali condition.
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Soils of Blue Earth County
Nil

Be

W,
!

Hubba rd- Wa d ena- E sthe r ville
Nic oll e t- Cla r i o n- L ester
B eaufo r d - Guckee n

k """"",",1 G rogen- F i e l don- Clarion- Webster

.I2S2S2S2I

We bste r- Marna- Be a uford- N icollet
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Predominant soils of Blue Earth County and their
characteristics.
Predominant Soils

Description

Hubbard-WadenaEsthe rville

These soils hav e developed
from watersorted mate rial along
the river. Most soils are s andy
in nature . Drouthiness and soil
fertility are major proble ms.
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Predomiharlt Soils (conlt. )

Description

Nicollet-Clarion- Lester

Gently rolling to rolling topography of medium-textured
soils. Soils in the northeast
section of the county are generally lighter in color and
lower in organic matter due
to original forest vegetation.
Major problems are erosion
and soil fertility.

Beauford-Guckeen

A gene rally level area of
largely fine-textured, imperfectly drained soils. Major
problems are drainage and
soil tilth.

G rogen - Fieldon-ClarionWebster

Sandy soils interspersed with
medium- and fine-textured
till soils. Major problems
are soil fertility and wind
erosion.

Web ster- Marna- BeaufordNicollet

Level to gently rolling topography of fine -textured darkcolored soils. Major problems
are drainage and soil tilth.
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Corn and soybeans are grown on nearly 70 percent of
the cropland in the county. Soybean acreage increased 54
percent from 1949 to 1955, and has increased a little since
1955. Soybean oil production is about 11 times that of butterfat production. Both corn and soybeans are the highest return crops per acre in this area.
The acreage of major crops planted in Blue Earth
County in 1956, 1948 , and 1944 is as follows:
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1956

1948

1944

Corn

135,613

115,691

136, 419

Soybeans

108,628

62,208

20,292

Oats

53,072

77,654

71, 792

Alfalfa hay

20,065

12,248

15,058

•
•
•

Other hay

5,339

7,213

14, 640

Goa

Peas for processing

6,408

*

706

Sweet corn for processing

2, 762

*

1, 538

Spring wheat

2,978

1,370

1, 848

Winter wheat

1,526

3,433

3, 122

Flax

1,783

18,937

7,922

Barley

467

7,092

699

Sugar beets

229

*

332

Rye

276

1,608

132

cre

*Not reported.

Crops have increased in importance in relation to total
farm income. Slightly over 30 percent of total income was
from sale of crops in 1939. It is now 50 percent. The striking increase in soybean production has been an important
factor in this change.
Trends Expected
•

Some increase in interest in soil conservation practice.

•

Greater use of soil tests as a basis for fertilizer use.

•

Increa sed use of chemical weed control as new chemicals become available.
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•

Possible increase in corn acreage with more corn in
rotation .

•

Continued decrease in oat acreage owing to low returns pe r ac re.

•

More and more use of fertilizers on larger numbers
of farms .
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Select crops and soil-management practices that increa se yields per acre of high-return crops.
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Fig. 6. Soybeans are exceeded only by corn in
importance on Blue Earth farms. Seventy perce n t of cropland is in a cultivated row crop.
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Analy sis of Committee Reports
P r oblems

Re commendations

1.

1.

Soil compaction as
a result of high acrea ges of row crops .
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Recommend minimum
tillage. It might be the
plow-plant method on

This condition reduces
inte rnal drainage of the
soil. Increased use of
tiling but compaction
reduce s benefits of
tiling.

sandy and silt loam soil;
or use of deep- rooted
legumes on heavy clayloam soils.

9.

2.

Fertilizer use not
always based on soil
test. Only 50 percent
of farms using fe rtilizers in 1954.

2.

3.

New weeds, such as
giant foxtail, and
older weeds .

3.

4.

Erosion on some
farms.

5.

Gullie s developing on
5.
steep slopes and along
rivers.

6.

7.

4.

Corn rootworm,
corn borer, bean leaf
beetle, and other
general feeding insects.

Crop diseases.

8.

6.

7.

Encourage the soil test
when fe rtilize r is to be
used . Assist new fertiliz er
users in their fertilizer
programs.
Encourage cultural methods
that are basic for control
of weeds. Use demonstration chemical Weed-cont rol
plots as new chemicals b ecome available.
Encourage erosion-control
cropping methods and p rac tices for both wind and
water erosion.

Si te
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Encourage greater use of
grass waterways and other
gully- control practice s.

be l

Familiarize farmers with
life cycles of insects, control measures, and time
of y e ar to carry out the
most effective control
campaign.
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Encourage use of diseas eresistant crop varieties .
Use publicity and work
with crop improvement
association in distribution
of new crop varieties.
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8.

Alkali conditions
on some farms.

8.

More adequate information
needed on plant food shortages in high lime soils.
Soil tests will help .

9.

Neglect of organic
matte r as the basis
of productive soil.

9.

Encourage return of all
crop residues to the soil.
Organic matte r adds plant
food to the soil, increases
moisture-holding capacity,
and makes soils more resistant to erosion.
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Livestock
Si tuation
One-half of the total cash income on Blue Earth County
far ms in 1954 came from the sale of livestock and poultry
and their products. Sale of hogs is the largest for any of
the livestock enterprises, with over one-fifth of the total
fa rm income from sale of hogs.
Farms classified as livestock farms dropped in number s from 1949 to 1954 but livestock numbers did not go
down in the same degree. It is true that dairy cow numbers
have been cut heavily (down to less than 10, OOO), but total
cattle numbe rs are as high as they we re in the past. The re
was some reduction in turkeys raised, and beef cattle numbe rs have increased.
The trend toward specialization in livestock, dairy,
and poultry production is in evidence. In dairy it is large r
he rds. For laying hens, flocks are becoming larger and
there is evidence of increasing numbers of hogs being
rai sed on individual farms. Some farms specialize in beef
fe eding and this enterprise is being mechanized.
Specialization is a method of reducing labor per unit
of output . Along with specialization comes mechanization
t o reduce labor costs.
Integration or contract production of live stock and
poultry is already in operation on a small scale in Blue
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Earth County. We now have contracting in connection with
canning crops. A program of integration is one in which
farm production is tied up with the processing of the commodity and perhaps its eventual delivery to the consume r .
Contracting with a feed supplier is a step toward inte gration, and using a marketing contract in connection with
it is an additional step in the same direction. Such contracts
may include financing; if so, the contracts may be stricter
in their provisions.
The proportion of farms reporting diffe rent classe s of
livestock in 1954 are as follows:
Percent
Hogs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

67

Chickens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

81

Dairy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

49

Sheep. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

20

Beef cows but no dairy. . . . . .

21

All cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70

Trends Expe cte d
•

An increase in specialization in livestock and poultry
production.

•

Additional changes in breeding and feeding programs ,
brought about by consumer preference for leaner pork
and pe rhaps beef.

•

More mechanization in livestock production.

•

Continued increase in production per livestock unit,
such as milk per cow, pounds of meat per unit of feed,
eggs per hen.

•

Continued strong competition between b eef, pork, and
poultry meats .
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•

More universal use of feed additives now ltnown and
new discoveries will make feeds more efficient.

•

More emphasis on feeding efficiency because of breeding of beef cattle and hogs .

Goal
Well-bred, healthy, and highly productive livestock
and poultry which will efficiently turn forage and grain into
livestock and poultry products.
Hogs - With corn as the leading crop in Blue Earth County,
h ogs naturally follow as the leading livestock enterprise.
Hogs are the most efficient class of livestock to turn grain
into meat. Nearly $5, 000, 000 was received from sale of
hogs in 1954.

Ltry

:m s ,
pork

t,
:eed,

and

Fig. 7. Hogs continue as the biggest livestock
enterprise on Blue Earth County farms.
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Analysis of Committee ReEorts on Hogs
Problems

Recommendations

1.

Small litte rs raised
as result of sows
killing pigs, disease,
and unsanitary conditions.

1.

Inform hog produce rs on
housing and equipment to
save pigs and improve hog
health.

2.

Not enough meattype hogs being
produced.

2.

Encourage purebred breeders to produce meat-type
breeding animals; encourage produce rs of market
hogs to select such animals
for breeding .

3.

Greater feed efficiency needed in
hogs raised.

3.

Encourage purebred bree ders to improve feeding e fficiency in herds for sale a s
breeding animals.

4.

Seasonal market
gluts and re sulting
prices.

4.

Encourage multiple farrow ing in off- seasons with
proper housing and equipment.

Beef Cattle - Cattle sales in 1954 amounted to $2,617 , 000 .
A part of these sales was from sale of purchased feeder
cattle after they were finished for market.

2.

3.

Analysis of Committee ReEorts on Beef Cattle
Problems

Recommendations

1.

1.

How, what, and
when to buy feeders.
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Give outlook information
for feeders as a basis for
kinds of cattle to purchas e
and when to market fed
cattle. Give additional information on the location
of feeder cattle to be presented to cattle feeders .

4.
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Fig. 8. Cattle feeding operations are increasing
in numbers.

ow 2.

Disease s of new
fee der cattle .

2.

Provide information on
handling new cattle in the
feed lot and on control of
disease s at this time.

3.

High cost' of gains .

3.

Assist feeders with latest
information on feeding rations consistent with rapid
gains and desired market
finish. Keep feeders informed on feed additives
to improve feeding efficiency.

4.

Labor in beef feeding
too high on many
farms.

4.

Provide information on
mechanization, self feeding, equipment, housing
arrangements, feed storage, etc.; all require study
as a basis for reducing
labor consistent with costs
of installation.

p-
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r
3e

- 31 -

5.

When to market fat
cattle.

5.

Give outlook information
far enough in advance so
finishing period can be adjusted as needed.

2.

Dairy - Dairy-product sales amounted to over $1,500, 000
in 1954. Milk sold as whole milk increased 16 percent from
1949 to 1954, while cream sales dropped 28 percent. The
trend toward sale of whole milk by producers has increased
from that time.
Analysis of Committee Reports on Dairy
Problems

Re commendations

POl
pou

1.

Low production pe r
cow.

1.

Encourage production te sting in dairy he rds as a
basis for culling low producers.

An.

2.

High costs of milk
equipment to meet
milk quality needs.

2.

Encourage increase in production per cow and other
efficient measures in dairying to meet higher costs.

3.

Better market for
dairy products.

3.

Encourage a quality milk
program as a step in seeking a better market.

Sheep - Income from sheep amounts to one percent of the
total income of Blue Earth County farmers. Sheep are
found on about 20 percent of the farms in small flocks and
there has been some increase in numbers in recent years.

1.

2.

3.

Analysis of Committee Reports on Sheep
Problems

Re commendations

1.

1.

Parasites.
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Encourage winter lambing
where possible, and market lambs from dry lot to
escape some internal parasites and improve average selling price . Inform
produce rs of old and new
parasite control medicant s.

4.
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2.

Poor pastures.

2.

100
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Encourage pasture improvement for better summer
feeding and pasture rotation
to assist in controlling internal parasites. This will
also increase numbers of
fat lambs marketed off of
pasture and reduce the number of those which have to
be winter-grain fed, a
costly program.

Poultry - Egg sales in 1954 were 78 percent of the total
poultry income of $1,898,000.
e st0-

Jr oer

Analysis of Committee Reports on Poultry
Problems
1.

Housing of laying
fl ock; poor insulation
a nd v entilation of the
l a y ing house.

1.

Encourage housing improvement by proper insulation
and re sultant bette r ventilation.

2.

P oor egg quality.

2.

Tell produce rs about a
quality program, including
manage ment of the flock,
care of eggs, year-around
housing, etc.

3.

Small laying flocks
h ave high labor requi rements per hen.

3.

Give information on larger
flocks that would be desirable on many farms to reduce labor pe r unit of production. With a larger
ente rprise more attention
could be given to a qualityegg program. Labor- saving equipment such as rollaway nests, mechanized
feeding, etc . need study.

4.

Better egg market .

4.

Encourage qualit y production and assist in marketing
procedures .

tiry-
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oRe commendations

5.
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Farm Management and Financing

tc
po

The farmer of today is facing an increasing complexity
of problems. Most prominent among the changes during the
last 25 years has been the marked increase in productivity
of labor, crops, and livestock. These changes have had a
direct effect upon the farm population of Blue Earth County.

d:

Situation

This increase in production has been accomplished with
one-third fewer man-hours of farm work. As a result, the
average amount of capital invested per farm worker in the
United States has increased from $7,000 in 1940 to approximately $20,000 at the present time. In southern Minnesota
Farm Management Services, the average capital invested
increased from $32,000 to $50,000 per farm during the
same pe riod.
Recent studies in southeastern Minnesota also indicate
that expenses take more of the farmers' income. Of each
dollar of gross income in the 1950-1954 period, $.65 was
spent for current expenses and machinery and building replacement, as compared with $.56 in 1945-1949 and $.54
in 1940-1944. Much of the increased yearly ope rating costs
are out-of-pocket production costs such as gas, repairs,
electricity, and fertilizer, which must be maintained. Certainly this patte rn of high ope rating costs is prevalent
throughout Minnesota.
As a result of this situation the quality of management
becomes a more important factor. Many farmers are having great trouble keeping pace with the developments in
agriculture, and the gap between high- and low-income
farmers is constantly widening on farms with approximately the same resources. Although some of the increases in
differences between high- and low-income farms can be
explained by price levels, the main reason must be found
in differences in individual m<l.nagement.
In view of these facts, farm planning and farm organization have become increasingly important to the farm
family.

Certain decisions are made in farm management, including selection of crops, kinds and amounts of livestock
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Young farme rs find capital requirements for farming
difficult to obtain.
Trends Expected
•

Larger farm output per man hour, greater mechanization.

•

Further increase in capital requirements.

•

Continued increase in farm acreage and output.

•

Continued cost-price squeeze likely under peacetime
conditions.

Goal
:ate
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Well-managed farms of sufficient size in volume of
busine ss to use labor supply, machinery, and buildings
efficiently and to maintain a highly productive crop program .

)sts
Analysi s of Committee Reports
:erProblems

Recommendations

l.

Systematic farm
planning needed on
many farms to use
resources efficiently.

l.

Increase the farm and horne
planning technique of working with farm familie s, and
explore farm possibilities
that can increase their incomes.

2.

High capital requirements difficult for
beginning farmers.

2.

Stress partnerships with
father or retiring farmers
or landowners as a way of
starting in agriculture .

3.

Lack of adequate
3.
farm records a
hindrance in good
farm management, including tax management.

Encourage farmers to take
advantage of existing record-keeping plans, such
as those put out by Vo-Ag
departments.
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4.

Farm credit not always appropriate
to the production
plans of farme rs.

4.

Work with credit agencies
in keeping them informed
on farm trends and up-todate credit use.

5.

Lack of acreage on
some farms limits
use of available labor.

5.

Encourage planning for
building farm business on
livestock or poultry enterprises that will make
greatest returns per acre.
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THE COMMUNITY
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Agricultural Extension Service places major emphasis
on helping individual farm families. Nevertheless, many
goals of individuals and their families are attainable only
when a group approach is used.
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Areas such as the organization of a soil conservation
district will require group action. Educational opportunties
often come through group action. Some marketing and farm
supply purchasing may be done by a group. Changes made
in community recreational facilities may result from action taken by a group.
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Some recommendations made by the group action committees are outside the scope of Extension. A notation is
made whe re this is the case.

Soil Conservation; Farm Management; Weed Control;
Producer-Consumer Prices
Situation
Blue Earth County is one of the few areas in Minnesota
without a soil conservation district. Soils are basic for
future welfare and should be handled in such a manner that
they will be preserved and even improved. Soil conservation practices, including systematic crop rotation, drainage, strip cropping, terracing, gully control, etc., may
be needed on many farms.
Some farm management facilitie s are available through
group action, such as the Southwest and Southeast Farm
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Management Services. Part of the cost is paid by the cooperators . Others might include a farm and home developme nt group where cooperators also pay a f e e,
Individual work with farm families is done in farm and
horne development b y Extension Agents. Vo-Ag departments
have a service similar to Southeast and Southwest Services.
From the standpoint of group action, e fficient system
of we ed control is in operation. The county employs a fulltime i nspector who works with township and municipal officer s in control work. The County Supervisor works closely with the Extension Agents in furthe ring the educational
pha ses of weed control.
The farmers l share of the food dollar was about 39
percent in 1957; declining from a high of 54 percent in 1945 .
The percentage was around 40 and below in the 1930 1 s.
Decre ased farm pri ces in recent years have affected this
reduct ion, but also costs of food marketing have increased.
Built-in services in food marketing, such as freezing, precooking, and cutting, have all added to the marketing bill.
Labo r costs made up 47 percent of the marketing bill in
1955, transportation 13 percent, corporation profits 6 percent, and other costs 34 percent.
Trends Expected

a

•

Increase in soil- saving needs with intensive cultivation
of land.

•

Increase in importance of farm management as costs
a nd capital requirements go up.

•

Continued consumer requests for built-in food-marketing services as new techniques are developed.

Analysis of Committee Reports
Pr oblems

Recommendations

1.

l.

N eed for soil conse rvation practice s
on more land.

h
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Conduct e ducational work
toward the organization of
a soil cons e rvation district.

2.

Increasing importance
of management in agriculture.

2.

Encourage farm people to
take advantage of existing
m3.nagement services.

Off-the-Farm Work; Vocational
Opportunities; 4-H Clubs
Situation
More and more farm people are working off the farm.
This is partly because, with present-day machinery, many
farms are not large enough to keep available help occupied.
Many farms have also gone into grain farming, which allows for all- season work off the farm .
There is room in agriculture for only about one-half
of the young farm people; they are finding more work off
the farm. Young townspeople are also finding less work on
farms, owing to farm m ,e chanization. Corn detasseling and
work in gardens and canning factories are available to both
groups of young people.
Work opportunitie s in Mankato have inc reased ove r
the years for part-time farmers as well as for young peopIe. It seems that this trend will continue. The re will als o
be more workers.

T

Vocational training in agriculture is being offe red in
seven high schools in the county. There are also nine home
economics departments in the county schools. Vocational
training in some of the trades is offered in the Mankato
Vocational School.
Many farm youngsters attend Mankato State College .
In addition, the re are a comme rcial college, beauty operators' school, and nurses l training in Mankato.
Total county 4-H enrollment has been reduced by about
75 during the last two years, through a reduction in the
numbe r of 4- H Clubs. The total rural population of young
people of 4-H Club age is increasing, indicating a 33 percent increase from 1950 to 1960. Som,e 4-H Clubs are too
large.
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Fig. 9. Learn while doing in the home and on
the farm in 4- H.

10

T rends Expected

0 ':

•

Continued increase in part-time farming .

•

Increase in college attendance by more high school
graduates.

Analysi s of Committee Reports
Problem s

Recommendations

1.

Need for more vocational guidance.

1.

Give attention to vocational
guidance in the 4- H pro gram, with special em phasis on home economics
for girls.

2.

Need for greater
4- H enrollment and
more 4-H Clubs.

2.

Work through the home
project groups for a Source
of adult 4- H leade rs and
additional 4-H Clubs.

lIt

- 39 -

3.

Broadening of 4-H
program in urban
areas.

3.

Adjust projects for urban
4-H members and work
for increased enrollments
in these areas.

Juvenile and Parental Delinquency; Teenage and
Adult Driving Problems; School Activities

2.

Situation
The present trend seems to be toward an increasing
number of so-called delinquent cases, even in rural areas .
There is an indication of a larger increase in cases involving girls. The reasons for this trend are many; one may b e
the fact that more and more women are working outside
the home. This may possibly mean that some young people
are not getting the attention in the home that they received
in the past.
Safe driving by teenagers, as well as by adults, is a
critical problem. Rural people also have the hazard of mov ing farm machinery on the highways .
Involvement with too many school activities interferes
with home life. Howeve r, large numbe rs of worthwhile
activities are not bad in themselves, and the youngster taking part gains.
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Trends Expected
•

Increase in working mothers.

•

Increase in driving hazards, as more cars are operated.
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Analysis of Committee Reports

II

Problems

Recommendations
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1.

1.

s:
Increase in juvenile delinquency in
rural areas.
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Encourage family activities
in the home; greater participation in 4-H Clubs; close
supervision of roadhouses ;
and heavier penalties for

a:
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sale of liquor and narcotics
to minors. (This latter recommendation is outside
the scope of Extension
assistance. )

ts

2.

Need for careful
highway driving.

2.
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v-

be
e
:i

Urge more driver training
in schools and education in
traffic regulations. (These
are outside the scope of
Extension as sistance. ) Promote safety education
among farm people, especially for 4- H Clubs on
highway safety with farm
machine ry, as well as with
car ope ration.

F AMIL Y LIVING
)v-

s

The 2,784 farm families and a similar number of nonfa rm familie s in the county are eligible for the se rvice s ·of
the County Extension Program. Each family depends upon
wise use of its income in seeking desired goals; some desire more income.

k-

The farm-operator family level-of-living index if an
indication of the relative position of the level of living of a
county or state in relation to other counties or states; it
also measures relative changes over a period of time.
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Four factors form the base for establishing farm-family level-of-living indexes: percentage of farms with electricity ; percentage with telephones; percentage with automobiles; average value of products sold or traded in year
preceding the Census, adjusted for changes in the purchasing power of the farmer's dollar. This index cannot be considered an absolute measure of the actual level of livmg,
as there are many nonmaterial factors involved, but it is
useful to study relationships and trends.
The level-of-living indexes for families operating
fa rms in Blue Earth County, compared with those for surrounding counties, the state of Minnesota, and the United
States, were as follows:
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While this level-of-living index for Blue Earth County
farm families is quite favorable when compared with the
index of many counties, it is an average, and this means
many families are below average.
The committee assigned the task of considering pr ob lems within the family area prepared and sent out a questionnaire to 256 homemakers in B l ue Earth County. The
questionnaire was used as a guide in determining the important phases the committee felt could be improved w ith
the assistance of the Extension Service . One hundred-twenty·
seven homemakers receiving the questionnaire b e longed t o
Home Extension groups, and the r e maining 127 did n ot b e long to groups . Forty-six p e rc e nt of the que s t ionna ires
were returned. Of the number r e turne d , 80 p e rc e nt b elon ged
to Extension groups and 20 p e rcent d i d not belong to E xtension groups.
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The management of each home in Blue Earth County
calls for skills in anticipating expe nses f or food, clothing ,
utilities, education, savings , insuranc e , hospitalization ,
recreation, etc. There is also the question of purchas ed
vs. homeproduced and homepres e r v ed food and purchas ed
vs. homemade clothing.
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Diets of Blue Earth County families are generally good.
Pr ob a bly most lacking are green and yellow vegetables and
cit r us fruits. There is a greater variety of food on the market a nd the homemaker is interested in new methods of preparing the se foods for he r family.
T he re sults of the que stionnaire showe d inte re sting
data on the daily consumption of milk among individual
famil y members . T h e following table summarizes these
data:

ounty

Percentage of Diff erent Groups Consuming Milk
Number of Glasses Per Day

the
an s
'robueshe

Group

One or
Less

Two or
More

Three or
More

Four or
More

Homemake rs

18

63

19

100

Husbands

33

21

46

100

Othe r adults

25

31

44

100

3

7

26

im-

.ith
twentyed to
t bes
:longed
xten-

ty
ing ,
In,

!d
sed

Children

64

100

One out of four people in the county is not using pasteurize d milk.
Much canning is still being done in Blue Earth County
in s pite of the t r e nd t oward f rozen products. The majority
of ho memake rs use their freezers primarily for meats,
poultry, and some fruits, while vegetables and other fruits
are canned.
The questionnaire showed that only one homemaker in
20 plans meals for more than a day in advance .. Nearly all
said th ey spent from 30 to 90 minutes preparing the average d inner, with about two-thirds spending less than 60
minute s .
The constantly changing field of manmade fibers has
produced new problems in the selection, construction, and
care of clothing, as w e ll as of draperies and upholstered
furniture . Eight out of eve ry 10 homemakers do some sewing and expressed a desire to know more about shortcuts
in s ewing .
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Housing improvements are largely in the area of home
modernization. Planning to remodel or build and buying new
equipment and furnishings are areas in which homemakers
have shown special interest. Since 99 percent of the farms
now have electricity, it should be possible to progress rapidly in areas of home modernization.

4.

Trends Expected
•

Increased consumption of high-protein foods, fruits,
and vegetables, owing to improved diets.

•

Special attention to diets of mothers and teenage girls .

•

Trend toward prepared foods will continue and also will
increase the need for more carefully planned family
budgets.

5.

Goals
Well-balanced diets for all members of the family.
A comfortable home in which to live and work, couple d
with a wise use of time, energy, material, and other resources by all members of the family.

6.

Analysis of Committee Reports
Re commendations

Problems
1.

Maintaining nutri tionally adequate
meals that can be
easily and attracttively prepared.

1.

Work toward maintaining
good, nutritionally adequate
levels through w e ll-planned
and attractively prepared
meals.

2.

Inadequate amounts
of dairy products for
good family nutrition;
use of unpasteurized
milk.

2.

Stress increased use of
milk and dairy products by
Blue Earth County families
and improved health through
pasteurization of milk.

3.

Poor- quality products
through imprope r

3.

Emphasiz e proper methods
of canning and freezing
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7.

.orne
g n ew

methods of canning
and freezing foods.
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foods to get the best possible product.

4.

Lack of adequate information in buying
when factors of
grade, quality, and
price vary greatly.

4.

Provide aids to good buymanship in all phases of
homemaking.

5.

Inadequate housing
facilities and household equipment on
many farms.

5.

Assist in evaluating existing home dwellings and
facilitie s in developing a
long-time plan for remodeling or making home improve ments. These may
involve room arrangement,
storage and closet space,
home furnishings and equipment, and home and yard
beautification.

6.

Profe s sional-Iooking
clothing that can be
made in a short
t ime.

6.

Emphasize selection of .
fabrics for the pattern and
individual; use of interfacings; shortcut methods; and
the alte ration of readymade
garments.

7.

Little attention given
t o preparation of
family budgets.

7.

Provide educational instruction in preparing detailed
family accounts and opportunitie s for comparisons
as a basis for improvement.
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Summarv
The recommendations included in this report will be
used as a guide for annual programs for the next several
years. Some problems are starred for early consideration,
since there was much interest in them. The others will be
reviewed at intervals as opportunities develop to include
them in the yearly plans of work.
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THE FARM BUSINESS
Farms diffe r in size and type, but all have a common
goal -- that of combining land, labor, capital, and management to provide the best-possible income. Many factors
enter into this consideration but the following are the most
important at present.
-(:( Fertilizer and lime use based on soil tests; reduction
of soil compaction; weed- control chemicals; and insect
control.

*

Efficiency in production of meat-type hog; cattle-feeding systems; low production in dairying; laborsaving egg
production.
-(:( Management of farms for greatest potential with best
selection of crops and livestock.
THE COMMUNITY
Community action is required when an individual is
dependent on his neighbors working as a group for community betterment.
-(:( Setting up a Soil Conservation District.
-(:( Greater 4-H enrollment, including urban areas.
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A comfortable home in which to live and work, coupled
with wise use of time, energy, material, and other resources
by all members of the family represented the major goals,
Opportunitie s for reaching the se goals lie in educational informati on concerning:

'*
'*
'*

He alth and nutrition - diets for all ages, maintaining
quality in homeproduced and home preserved foods, meal
planning and meal preparation.
lon
[ages
lOst

Home management - Housing, budgets, buymanship,
and home yard improvement .
Clothing - Selection of fabrics and patterns, use of interfacings and linings, and alterations of ready-made garments .
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COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE
W. F. Nicholson, Amboy
Cochairman
E . J. Norman, Lake Crystal
Lester Anderson, Mapleton
H. G. Stangland, Mankato
Claude Johnson, Madison Lake
Sig Svendsen, Lake Crystal
Clarence Boesch, Truman
Bryon Howard, Mapleton
Mrs . Wilbert Doring, Mankato
Mrs. Kenneth Hagen, Lake Crystal
Mrs. Harold Hansen, Madelia
MEMBERS ASSISTING
COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEE
Mrs. Norbert Hohenstein, Vernon Center
Mrs. William Lang, Mankato
Mrs. Wayne Lewis, Lake Crystal
Miss Bernita Severson, Mapleton
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Mrs. Bennett Pederson, Amboy
Paul Hilgers, Madison Lake
Stuart Cumming, Mapleton
Gerald Thurston, Madelia
Sig Rasmussen, Madelia
Pershing Hubmer, Mankato
Dan Hoehn, Madison Lake
Del Best, Mankato
George Carter, Good Thunder
Mrs. Arlo Born, Mankato
Farm Business Committee
Byron Howard, Mapleton
Sig Rasmussen, Madelia
Mrs. Kenneth Hagen, Lake Crystal
Sig Svendsen, Lake Crystal
Gerald Thurston, Madelia
George Carter, Good Thunder
Russell Eberhart, Garden City
Rodney Butson, Good Thunder
Willard Jones, Lake Crystal
Stuart Cumming, Mapleton
Dan Hoehn, Madison Lake
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Community Committee
Paul Hilgers, Madison Lake
Lester Anderson, Mapleton
Kennard Kimble, Madison Lake
Francis Adams, Mapleton
Harold Hansen, Madelia
Erne st Hansen, Garden City
Russell Hughes, Lake Crystal
Mrs. Bennett Pederson, Amboy
Miles Thurston, Madelia
Clarence Boesch, Truman
Mrs. S . R. Tillisch, Mankato
Mrs. Wayne Lewis, Lake Crystal
Claude Johnston, Madison Lake
Mr s. Hugh Crane, Good Thunde r
Mrs. Sumner Sowers, Vernon Center
W. F. Nicholson, Amboy

FAMILY LIVING COMMITTEE
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Hohenstein, Vernon Center
Mrs. Wilbert Doring, Mankato
Mrs. Arlo Born, Marucato
Miss Bernita Severson, Mapleton
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Mrs. William Lang, Mankato
Mr. and Mrs. Delbe rt Be st, Mankato
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hagen, Lake Crystal
Mrs. Harold Hansen, Madelia
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