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February RDA Update

2014’s first quarterly RDA update came to pass on Feb. 11. Most of the changes
were cosmetic: grammatical tweaks made to the text, clarifying notes added to
a couple examples. But, a few revisions and additions are worth noting in more
detail.
Examples: RDA 3.5 (Dimensions) tells us how to record the measurements of
resources. We look specifically to 3.5.1.4.3 (Cassettes) for details on film and
videocassettes: post to the record the gauge (width) of the film or tape stock,
preferably in millimeters. Along with older examples for a film cassette and
an 8 mm videocassette, you will find another for the more popular VHS tape
format. Its tape gauge? 13 mm. Metric measures are used for video-dedicated
cassettes under RDA.
Relationship designators: Three new designators have made their way
into Appendix I, the list employed with name headings/access points. I’ve
given them below, together with their RDA definitions and my parenthetical
comments.
•

organizer: a person, family, or corporate body organizing the exhibit,
event, conference, etc., which gave rise to a work. (This appellation
may have been born from a discussion on the RDA-L list about the
best designator for a body that organizes a conference or exhibition;
sponsoring body and host institution didn’t fit the bill.)

•

cartographer (expression): a person, family, or corporate body
contributing to an expression of a work by providing additional
cartography, or by modifying the previous cartography. (Examples: a
mapmaker who translates a map into another language or makes slight
modifications to another map; the creator of subordinate maps for a larger
work, like a novel or a film.)

•

minute taker: a person, family, or corporate body responsible for recording
the minutes of a meeting.

Note from the Editor. . . . . . . . . 7

In MARC cataloging, all of these terms and the name access points associated
with them would appear as added entries in bibliographic records.
Glossary: Several new expressions now appear in the glossary, many pertinent
to non-print resources: acrylic paint, analog, centre track, digital, edge track,
music, text file, wax.
A couple revisions to existing terminology deserve attention too. The
definitions for leaf and page no longer make specific reference to text or
paper—they’ve been made generic. As above, this change may be due to an
online discussion concerning artistically crafted bound volumes of unusual nonMinitex Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Mailing - February 2014
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paper media like wax sheets or metal foil.
Speaking of sheets, that term is now defined as: “A unit of extent [i.e., 300 $a/$e term] consisting of a single flat loose
piece of paper or similar material.” The new word “loose” emphasizes how we look at sheets in RDA: free-standing
and self-contained material. These qualities are expressed in a different manner in AACR2’s glossary; the earlier RDA
definition was awkward at best.
NLA PS: The National Library of Australia Policy Statements made their debut in the Toolkit with this update. These are
the NLA’s rule interpretations for RDA and, like the LC-PCC PS, are available publicly and for free under the “Resources”
tab at the Toolkit website.
access.rdatoolkit.org

I haven’t had the time to go through the NLA PS in detail, but a quick scan reveals a very terse, direct style (e.g.,
guidance consisting only of “Apply” or “Core for NLA”). The longer rule interpretations are only 3 or 4 sentences long.
For a full account of the revisions mentioned above and more (but not including the NLA PS augmentation), see the
following PDF document issued by the Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA (JSC):
www.rda-jsc.org/docs/6JSC-Sec-11.pdf

April RDA Update: A Preview

Each year, one “major” RDA update incorporates significant rule changes that emerge from the previous year’s JSC
annual meeting. For 2014, that update will happen in April. The full and final versions of the new/revised instructions will
not be available until we near the release date. But for now, here’s a preview of a couple significant modifications found
on the docket.
RDA 6.15 (the Medium of Performance element) outlines what and how to post the names of musical instruments and
ensembles in the body of RDA authority and bibliographic records (see the MARC 382 field); it also supplies fodder
for building access points for music titles. New with the April update—effectively a re-write of the entire element’s
instructions—will be the absence of the long-used “standard combinations of instruments” chart now under 6.15.1.5
(in AACR2, under 25.30B3). Catalogers instead will list the instrumentation for these small chamber ensembles in the
authority record’s 382 field...without the shortcuts the chart presents.
At the same time, this change will affect access points. Whereas AACR2 and the current iteration of RDA have the
following 240 field for Edward Elgar’s piano quintet:
240 10 Quintet, ‡m piano, strings, ‡n op. 84, ‡r A minor
the future guidelines will achieve this outcome:
240 10 Quintet, ‡m piano, violins, viola, cello, ‡n op. 84, ‡r A minor
Due to the change in guidelines, many of the individual rule numbers under 6.15 will shift too. Please note this if you have
been citing a particular instruction by its number (e.g., 6.15.1.5) or URL (e.g., http://access.rdatoolkit.org/6.15.1.5.html) in
your cheat sheets and policy documentation.
A more dramatic overhaul comes with the title access points for treaties. The two big take-aways here are: 1) the
preferred (i.e., uniform) title Treaties, etc. will be discarded in favor of the treaty’s official or citation title or, in the case of
compilations, usually some kind of collective title; and, 2) the entry for treaties will be filed under title, not under one of
the known signatories.
In an AACR2 or current RDA bibliographic record for a treaty between two nations, the head of the entry (here, the RDA
version) would look something like this:
110 1- United States, ‡e author.
240 10 Treaties, etc. ‡g Afghanistan, ‡d 2012 December 30
245 10 Agreement between the United States of America and Afghanistan : ‡b signed at Kabul,
2
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December 30, 2012, with annexes.
With the April revision, thus:
130 0- Agreement between the United States of America and Afghanistan ‡d (2012)
245 10 Agreement between the United States of America and Afghanistan : ‡b signed at Kabul,
December 30, 2012, with annexes.
Signatories will be posted as relationships outside of the confines of the preferred title, that is, as added entries in
bibliographic records and/or as See also (5xx field) references in authority records. And to these a new relationship
designator may be coupled: participant in a treaty.
710 1- United States, ‡e participant in a treaty.
710 1- Afghanistan, ‡e participant in a treaty.
I will go into more detail on these and other April revisions to RDA in the next issue of the Mailing.

BIBFRAME Notes

The follow-up to January’s article introducing the BIBFRAME initiative will be issued next month.

RDA QuickTip

(Continued). In the last issue of the Mailing, I proposed that RDA newcomers read the content, media, and carrier types
(CMC types) backwards, from the 338 field up to the 336. The second half of this QuickTip focuses on the relationships
between these CMC types. And to help us out, welcome back our Blu-ray example.
336 -- two-dimensional moving image ‡2 rdacontent
=====================================================
337 -- video ‡2 rdamedia
338 -- videodisc ‡2 rdacarrier
Though CMC types are often described as a group, they are in fact separate pieces of data, each with its own set of
dedicated terms and directions on application. But, there is an interaction between two of these types that proves
helpful.
You no doubt spotted the horizontal line between the 336 and 337 fields above. Whereas the content type (336) often
stands apart—the “contents of the bucket” have their own role to play in describing materials and attracting searchers—
the media (337) and carrier (338) types are related. The format of the piece in hand (carrier) has a close association
with the machine (media) a user needs to get at the content stored on the item. Or an association with no machine. It,
therefore, follows that a media-carrier combination exists for a great many formats.
In the Blu-ray example above, a videodisc carrier is put to use by way of a video media device. Other carriers employ
video media devices; most common are popular formats from the past like videotapes and video cartridges.
We can continue with this line of thought for other formats. Below I give the media type, followed by carrier type, for
each sample item.
•
•
•
•
•

Music CD: audio - audio disc
Set of slides: projected - slide
Roll of microfilm: microform - microfilm roll
CD-ROM: computer - computer disc
Book: unmediated (i.e., no machine necessary) - volume

But how can you visually verify that the media and carrier types align? If you look at the list of carrier types under RDA
3.3.1.3, you’ll notice that kindred carrier terms are grouped together under boldfaced headings. The first word found in
these headings is the matching media type term.
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Video carriers
video cartridge
videocassette
videodisc
videotape reel
Compare this snippet from RDA 3.3.1.3 with the 337 and 338 fields in the Blu-ray example. You can also confirm this
relationship by looking at the media types under RDA 3.2, the rule preceding the carrier type list.

Cataloging & Metadata

(Un-)Controlling Undifferentiated Personal Name Headings
OCLC; edited
1

NACO participants recently began applying a new policy for undifferentiated personal name authority records. An
undifferentiated authority record is a record in which the Name element in the fixed field (008/32) is coded as b,
meaning that more than a single identity is represented in the authority record.

1 See here (PDF file): z.umn.edu/jvr
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Under this new policy, no new undifferentiated personal name authority records will be created under RDA, and no new
identities will be added to existing undifferentiated name records. Instead, NACO participants will use RDA attributes to
create a unique authorized access point (heading) for the identity being established. The list of attributes is given in the
new guidelines.
The policy also gives guidelines on how to break apart existing undifferentiated name authority records and create new
authority records to represent each of the identities that were previously covered by the undifferentiated name record.
Steps in the process include creating new records for each of the identities, adding the LCCN of the undifferentiated
authority record to both $z in the 010 field of the newly created records and a 667 note, and requesting that the Library
of Congress delete the undifferentiated authority record once all of the identities are represented in separate records.
As a consequence of this new policy and as part of a strategy to ensure that incorrect updates are not applied to
WorldCat records as NACO participants implement the new guidelines, OCLC has made two changes:
1) As part of the Feb. 9 Connexion install, the ability to control a name to an undifferentiated authority record is no
longer supported. When attempting to control a heading that is found on an undifferentiated authority record, the
“Control Headings” window will open and the heading will be presented, but cannot be viewed. A message will
appear that reads:
Note: Requested control is for an unqualified personal name

Future changes may be made to support the ability to view the record, as well as changes to return a specific
message that the record matched was an undifferentiated authority record. No date is currently associated to
support those enhancements.
2) Shortly after the Feb. 9 install, OCLC uncontrolled all headings in bibliographic records that were at the time
controlled to undifferentiated authority records.
Minitex Digitization, Cataloging & Metadata Mailing - February 2014
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Please contact OCLC-Support at support@oclc.org with
any questions or concerns related to this announcement.

Cataloging & Metadata

“RDA Basics” Webinars for Early
2014

Checking the stability (fixity) of our digital content helps
to answer the question “how do I know if any of my digital
files have been changed or have become corrupt, and
how do I verify that?” If you have been following digital
preservation best practice, you may already be running
fixity checks on your digital content. This likely involved
creating a checksum value for each digital object. But
how, when, and how often are you checking? The draft
document gives guidance on this. If you browse the draft,
you’ll see it is broken down into these sections:

Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

•
•

Minitex is offering a quartet of “RDA Basics” webinars over
the late winter/spring seasons covering video, book, serial,
and audio works—all updated to reflect the latest that RDA
has to offer for the copy cataloger. Follow the links below
for webinar descriptions and registration.

•
•
•

RDA Cataloging: Basic Videos
Wednesday, April 2
10:00 AM – 1:30 PM (Central)

•
•

z.umn.edu/c17

RDA Cataloging: Basic Books
Wednesday, April 16
10:00 AM – 1:30 PM (Central)
z.umn.edu/c18

RDA Cataloging: Basic Serials
Thursday, May 8
10:00 AM – 1:30 PM (Central)

Defining Fixity
Reasons to Collect, Check, Maintain, and Verify Fixity
Information
General Approaches to Fixity Check Frequency
Consideration for Fixity Check Frequency
How Do Common Fixity Instruments Compare
Against One Another (e.g. difference between MD5
and SHA1 hash functions, among others)
Where to Store and Reference Fixity Information
Further Reading

Take a look by downloading the PDF here:
z.umn.edu/jz9

There was also a nice review of the document posted on
The Signal blog:
z.umn.edu/jza

z.umn.edu/jvo

RDA Cataloging: Basic Audio Works
Wednesday, May 21
10:00 AM – 1:30 PM (Central)
z.umn.edu/c19

Digitization & Preservation

Call for Presenters for MDL 12th
Annual Meeting
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Digitization & Preservation

Digital Preservation Resource
Highlight
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME
This month, I would like to highlight Checking Your Digital
Content: How, What, and When to Check Fixity? This
seven-page document was created by the NDSA (National
Digital Stewardship Alliance) Infrastructure & Standards
working group, and even in its draft form, I think it can
be a really useful resource for library and other staff who
manage digital content.
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The Minnesota Digital Library annual meeting planning
committee is seeking your ideas for sessions and
presenters for the MDL 12th Annual Meeting on June 3.
Please email topics on which you or someone you know
would be able to present (an informal proposal) to Sara
Ring, Chair of the planning committee (ring0089@umn.
edu) by Friday, March 14.
Below is a list of topics we have generated based on past
suggestions, but we encourage you to submit your own
session idea if you don’t see it in the list.
•
•

Presenting digital content online (for example, via web
or mobile applications, Flickr, or via map applications)
Promoting your digital content in creative ways
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Connecting your digital content to entries in Wikipedia
Metadata
Creative Commons licensing
Using Minnesota Reflections in the K-12 community
Audio, video, or film digitization
Getting started with a Minnesota Reflections project
(from selection of content to submitting a project)

•
•
•

Share your Minnesota Reflections collection and your
successes
Tools to help you preserve your digital content
Crowdsourcing transcription and translation projects
(calling on users to help transcribe and translate
documents, letters, and manuscripts so that the text is
searchable)

Note from the Editor
I would like to thank Cecelia Boone for her help over the years with editing the DCME Mailing. She served as my
second pair of eyes and caught countless misspellings and other grammatical errors.
Cec will retire March 19 after ca. 35 years of working for Minitex and our participating libraries. Please join me in
wishing her the best in the years to come! She can be reached at: c-boon@umn.edu
- Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME
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Training, Meetings, and Conferences

MINITEX CALENDAR
This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an
informational posting only, registration materials are sent

separately. If you would like your event included in the
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MARCH

11
AskMN Librarian Refresher
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session

3
Multimedia in ELM
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=455

4
Britannica School
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=504

4
ELM Databases for Grades 9-12
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=236

5
Minnesota Library Legislative Day 2014
Conference
Capitol Hill, St. Paul, MN
memotech.ning.com/events/library-legislative-day-march-5-2014

5
NISO, two-part Webinar Series: “Part 1: The Infrastructure
of Open Access: Knowing What is Open”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#access1

6
Finding Scholarly Resources in ELM
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=500

10
Connexion Client Module 4: Save Files, File Management,
and Batch Processing
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=409

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=490

11
ELM Databases for Grades K-5
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=233

12
ELM Databases for Grades 6-8
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=234

12
NISO two-part Webinar Series: “Part 2: The Infrastructure
of Open Access: Toward a Functioning Business
Ecosystem”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#access2

12
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

12
Business Resources in ELM
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=279

18
Points of View Reference Center
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=257

19-20
Library Technology Conference
Conference
Macalester College, St. Paul, MN
libtechconf.org

2
RDA Cataloging: Basic Videos
10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
DCME Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=451

24
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 1: Getting Started
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session

3
Accessing Your ELM Usage Statistics
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=389

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=278

25
Accessing Your ELM Usage Statistics
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

9
NISO Webinar: “Back from Marrakesh: Implementing an
Accessible Content World”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=278

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#marrakesh

26
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 2: Working with Text
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=390

27
Information Literacy - Do Students Know What They
are Looking For?
10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m., CST
Online Reference self-paced training session

14
ELM Databases for Grades 6-8
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=234

15
AskMN Reports & Statistics
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=424

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=487

27
ELM Set-Up Guide
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

16
RDA Cataloging: Basic Books
10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
DCME Online training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=529

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=408

31
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 3: Maintaining Collections
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session

17
AskMN Administrator Refresher
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=391

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=489

APRIL
1
Multimedia in ELM
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=455

1
ELM Set-Up Guide
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=529

23
Points of View Reference Center
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=257

23
NISO Virtual Conference: “Dealing with the Data Deluge:
Successful Techniques for Scientific Data Management”
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#deluge

24
AskMN Reports & Statistics
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., CST
Online, self-paced Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=487

25
ARLD Day 2014
Conference

15
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 2: Working with Text
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=390

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska, MN

20
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 3: Maintaining Collections
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session

www.mnlibraryassociation.org/events/2014/apr/arld-day-2014

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=391

30
ELM Set-Up Guide
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., CST
Online, Reference training session

21
RDA Cataloging: Basic Audio Works
10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
DCME Online training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=529

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=452

MAY
6
23rd Annual Minitex ILL Conference
Conference
Continuing Education & Conference Center, University of
Minnesota – St. Paul Campus, St. Paul, MN
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Conferences/Ill2014.aspx

7
Managing Digital Content Over Time: An Introduction to
Digital Preservation (Moorhead)
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
DCME training session
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=525

8
RDA Cataloging: Basic Serials
10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
DCME Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=508

13
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 1: Getting Started
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=389

14
NISO Webinar: “Getting to the Right Content: Link
Resolvers and Knowlegebases”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#resolvers

21
NISO/NASIG Webinar: “Playing the Numbers: Best
Practices in Acquiring, Interpreting and Applying Usage
Statistics”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#numbers

26
Memorial Day
Minitex Offices closed

JUNE
3
Minnesota Digital Library 12th Annual Meeting
Conference
Continuing Education & Conference Center, University of
Minnesota – St. Paul Campus, St. Paul, MN
www.mndigital.org/training/meetings/

11
NISO Webinar: “Fragmented Publishing: The
Implications of Self-Publishing”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#publishing

18
NISO Virtual Conference: “Playing the Numbers:
Transforming Assessment: Alternative Metrics and
Other Trends”
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#assessment

