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RDA Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

OCLC Test Records
A recent thread on the OCLC-CAT list veered into the topic of MARC test 
records.  These are sample, template-like records catalogers can export 
into local systems to look for issues that affect indexing and display.  In one 
response, Linda Gabel (from OCLC’s WorldCat Quality Management unit) listed 
the following OCLC numbers and test record functions:

• #2878528 (Monographic test record)
• #44104524 (Arabic)
• #8448190 (Diacritics)
• #8460397 (Special characters)
• #8463440 (Standard character set)
• #33836707 (Serial test)
• #33836711 (Serial test)
• #33836714 (Serial test)
• #865715525 (RDA test record)

New among these is the last, an RDA test record, which you can treat as any 
other bibliographic record: edit it further for local use, export it.  I should point 
out that this particular record is describing a phantom book; note the Type 
code “a,” the 300 field for a typical volume, and so forth.

In her post, Gabel invited catalogers to suggest additional fields and subfields 
for this record.  I imagine she’d be happy to create additional RDA test records 
for other formats too.  You can contact her at gabell@oclc.org.

RDA Record Conversion: Other Tools
Many catalogers reading this article no doubt use Connexion, including the 
Client’s macros, for creating and editing RDA MARC records.  But I would like 
to share a couple other computer programs that you may want to add to your 
cataloging toolbox.

MarcEdit, an application developed by Terry Reese for managing MARC 
bibliographic records, has been a stalwart of the cataloging landscape for 15 
years. One recent addition to the program is a plug-in called “RDA Helper,” 
which “allows users to take a set of MARC data and automatically generate 
RDA specific data.”  Those new to MarcEdit will encounter a steep but short 
learning curve with the basic functions, but the power of these editing tools 
makes the effort worthwhile.

My own experience with MarcEdit began a couple years ago with a large 
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With that in mind, let’s say you had a straight forward 
RDA record for a film on Blu-ray disc.  The CMC types 
would appear as follows (assuming no $b codes):

336 -- two-dimensional moving image ‡2
   rdacontent
337 -- video ‡2 rdamedia
338 -- videodisc ‡2 rdacarrier

Starting with the 338 field, we find:

• videodisc, which is the best general carrier term 
for this format listed under RDA 3.3; this describes 
the bucket we’re cataloging

• video is the class of machine required to play the 
disc (RDA 3.2); here’s how to use the bucket

• two-dimensional moving image is the RDA term 
for the content of the disc as listed and defined 
under RDA 6.9; this is what’s in the bucket

I will have more to say on this QuickTip in the next issue 
of the Mailing.  

Cataloging & Metadata

Revisiting the ALCTS e-Forum on 
FAST Headings
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

The November 2013 issue of the Minitex Mailing 
announced a mid-December e-forum discussion 
on FAST headings titled “FAST for Cataloging and 
Discovery.”  The e-forum’s timing was impeccable, in 
that OCLC had begun seeding FAST headings in certain 
WorldCat bibliographic records only a couple months 
earlier.

The e-forum provided a platform for moderators to post 
topics and steer discussions among participants via 
e-mail messages.  Over the two-day event, themes ran 
from implementation of FAST headings in local systems, 
to broader application and maintenance issues, to how 
FAST headings in particular and authority control more 
broadly work in a linked data environment.  I suggest 
checking it out.

The first link below points to a summary of the 
discussions, including a brief description of FAST and 
several print and online resources mentioned over the 
course of the event.  An archive of the discussions is 
found via the second link.

cataloging project involving some 600 locally produced 
DVD titles and a looming fiscal year deadline.  I used the 
application to convert Excel spreadsheet data into brief 
MARC records, which I bulk edited in MarcEdit, then 
exported as *.mrc files to Connexion Client for further 
editing and holdings work.  What would have been a 
weeks-long project ended up taking about 15 days to 
complete.

You can find MarcEdit and its built-in RDA Helper, along 
with training videos and documentation, at the new 
MarcEdit website:

marcedit.reeset.net

Another application dubbed “RDA Conversion” came to 
light recently via an announcement on the RDA-L list.  Gary 
Strawn, Authorities Librarian at Northwestern University 
Library, expanded on his earlier work with a program he 
developed for authority record manipulation (including 
RDA conversion) to now cover the descriptive portions 
and headings of MARC bibliographic records.  Though 
you can use “RDA Conversion” regardless of your local 
system’s make and model, it does include features built 
specifically for interacting with the Voyager library system 
(version 2007.25.428, to be precise).

The first link below points to Strawn’s original 
announcement; please read that first, especially if you’re 
a Voyager library. (NOTE:  After clicking on the link below, 
you may have to navigate to the Jan. 21st listserv post 
RDA-ification of descriptive elements in bibliographic 
records to read the full message.)  The second link takes 
you to the download site.  I recommend looking over the 
“Program for the manipulation...” Word document for 
details on installation, configuration, and conversion steps; 
it includes several screen-shots of the options available for 
record editing.

Announcement
z.umn.edu/j4w

Download site
z.umn.edu/j4x

RDA QuickTip
When visually inspecting the content, media, and carrier 
(CMC) types in the 336, 337, and 338 fields, respectively, 
I advise newcomers to read these from the bottom up—
from what in my view are the easiest to the more difficult 
terms to decipher.

I also like to use a bucket metaphor when training.  The 
337 and 338 fields describe the bucket itself—its form and 
how to use it—whereas the 336 describes what goes into 
the bucket.

http://marcedit.reeset.net
http://z.umn.edu/j4w
http://z.umn.edu/j4x
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got the ball rolling on BIBFRAME development.

I recommend, in the meantime, watching a pair of free, 
one hour webinars sponsored by the SLIS Program at the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison.  Kevin Ford, a member 
of the Library of Congress’ MARC Standards Office 
and a leader in the BIBFRAME initiative, hosted both 
presentations and set aside a few minutes at the end of 
each event for Q&A with viewers.

The November 2013 webinar, Introducing the BIBFRAME 
Model: High-Level Concepts and Objectives, is (as you 
might guess) a primer on the initiative.  For any readers 
who have seen Ford’s earlier webinars on this topic, the 
content is pretty much identical, with updates sprinkled 
about here and there.

Transitioning from MARC to BIBFRAME: The Environment 
and The Format took place in early January 2014.  The slide 
portion was brief: a quick review of the earlier webinar’s 
material, a progress report on where matters stood at 
that point, and several (for me, welcome) nuts-and-bolts 
examples rounded out the first few minutes.  Ford then 
went on to give a live demonstration of transforming 
real-world MARC records into BIBFRAME records.  When 
viewing this video, please note that there are lots of record 
examples in XML and a couple other Web-friendly formats.  
These are “raw” forms of record data, much like “raw” 
MARC is nothing more than a single long unformatted 
string of numbers and letters that we catalogers rarely see.  
How this data gets presented for public consumption, not 
to mention for staff-side management, is another step in 
the evolution of moving cataloging to the Web.  So don’t 
let the code dissuade you from the primary focus of this 
presentation: the conversion of MARC data into something 
amenable to the open Web.

You can find the webinar recordings and the slides (PDF 
format) here:

www.slis.wisc.edu/BFwebin.htm  

Cataloging & Metadata

SCCTP Basic Serials Cataloging 
Workshop
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

Registration is now open for the SCCTP Basic Serials 
Cataloging Workshop at Concordia College, Moorhead, 
MN, in late February.  This two-day training session, 
developed by CONSER, will introduce catalogers—whether 
experienced or new to serials—to the principles and 
practices of serials cataloging, including the application 
of RDA and CONSER standards.  Leading the training is 

Summary
z.umn.edu/j4y

Discussion archive
z.umn.edu/j4z  

Cataloging & Metadata

BIBFRAME Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

Introduction
So first there’s RDA.  Then we have FAST headings.  But 
the alphabet soup of acronyms doesn’t stop there.

The Bibliographic Framework Initiative (BIBFRAME for 
short) endeavors to create a Web-friendly encoding 
standard to succeed the nearly 50-year-old MARC 
standard.  And 2014 looks to be the year when BIBFRAME 
moves from the purely developmental stage into 
something in which a wider audience can participate in.

To keep readers up-to-date on this still-gestating standard, 
I will highlight in future issues of the Mailing news items 
and helpful resources about this endeavor while offering 
commentary along the way, much as I do for RDA.  I 
freely admit that my motivation is selfish too.  Posting 
these columns is part of a self-imposed effort to learn 
more about BIBFRAME—the very thing itself as well as 
the practical outcomes for catalogers and metadata 
specialists.  I’ll begin by sharing a few resources below.

The Library of Congress has allotted a portion of their 
website to BIBFRAME news postings, webinar links, and 
documentation composed since the very beginning of this 
enterprise.  Also available are instructions on signing up for 
the BIBFRAME e-mail discussion list.

www.loc.gov/bibframe

For those who want to dive deeper into the developmental 
waters, the bibframe.org website is a “central hub” in 
the effort to “determine a transition path for the MARC 
21 exchange format to more Web based, Linked Data 
standards.”  Fair warning that much of the material here 
I would grade, at a minimum, at an intermediate-level of 
complexity.  My future comments, therefore, will also focus 
on describing what some of this information is all about.

bibframe.org

In the next issue of the Mailing, I will continue this 
introduction by reviewing the initiative with an eye 
toward summarizing a report issued in late 2012 titled 
Bibliographic Framework as a Web of Data: Linked Data 
Model and Supporting Services.  This is the document that 

http://www.slis.wisc.edu/BFwebin.htm
http://z.umn.edu/j4y
http://z.umn.edu/j4z
http://www.loc.gov/bibframe
http://bibframe.org
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Margaret Mering, University of Nebraska–Lincoln Libraries’ cataloging/metadata coordinator and SCCTP trainer.  Visit the 
link below to view the workshop description, prerequisites, and registration details.

SCCTP Basic Serials Cataloging Workshop
Part 1: Wednesday, Feb. 26, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Part 2: Thursday, Feb. 27, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

z.umn.edu/j7d  

 

Digitization & Preservation

Tool Highlight:  Metadata Quality Control
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

In preparation for a conference presentation, I have been evaluating various tools that can help with managing digital 
files over the long term.  Staff who create and manage digital content have the challenge of protecting against file 
corruption, file format obsolescence, and other threats so content can remain accessible now and in the future. 

There are quite a number of free and open tools available that can help with monitoring the health of your digital 
content.  There is one in particular that I would like to highlight this month, just released from the company AudioVisual 
Preservation Solutions.  It’s called Metadata Quality Control, or MQDC, and is free and open source.  The tool reads the 
embedded technical metadata within a file, allows you to compare that against a set of rules, and run that set of rules 
against another group of files.  In short, you can use the tool to verify if the technical specifications that you *think* 
are being used have, in reality, been applied across a set of files.  For example, you may have hired a vendor to do the 
imaging (scanning) for a digital project at your library.  When you get the files back from the vendor, you can use this 
tool to check and verify any technical parameters that you set, such as resolution, bit depth, etc.  Or, you may have 
student or volunteer staff that perform much of the imaging work for your digital projects.  Using this tool would allow 
you to peform quality control on staff output.  You can also use the tool to verify other types of embedded descriptive 
information like titles, subjects, identifiers, and more.

Here’s a quick summary of how it works.  After I downloaded the program and unzipped the folder on my Windows 
7 operating system, I opened up the MDQC.exe file.  Figure 1 shows a screen shot of the main screen.  I have used the 
default settings for my example.  Under the Tools menu, there are two options, ExifTool and MediaInfo (both stand alone 
tools that MDQC uses within their tool).  ExifTool has been selected by default (it supports a wide variety of file formats).
MediaInfo only works with audio and video files.  

The next step is to point to an existing file to use as a reference file and to set the metadata rules. This file will be 
compared to another set of files that you wish to test.  Figure 2 shows how I have set the rules on the metadata found 
within my reference file.  By choosing “Copyright is Regents of the University of Minnesota,” I’ve set my first rule.  
Notice that there are quite a few other rule options:  Exists, Does Not Exist, Is, Is Not, Contains, etc.  If I run the set of 
rules shown in Figure 2 against a group of files, it will check if the copyright statement “Regents of the University of 
Minnesota” has indeed been embedded within each one of those files.  

Figure 1:  Default Display

http://z.umn.edu/j7d
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Once you have set all your metadata rules, the next step is to point to a folder (directory) that contains the files you wish 
to scan.  After you run the scan, you’ll see a report display, as shown in Figure 3.  As you can see, there are a number of 
“FAILED at Copyright (tag not found)” messages.  Note also that it wrote the data in this display report to a .csv file and 
saved it within the same folder on my computer in which the program resides (NOTE: At the time of this writing, the .csv 
file version of the report does not allow you to see what tags failed, only that there was a failure.  This will be fixed in the 
next release.

Figure 2:  Setting Rules on the Reference File

Figure 3:  Report Display

This was a fairly simple example, but I hope that you can see the potential usefulness of this tool.   To read more about 
how the tool works, see the AVPreserve MDQC User Guide:

www.avpreserve.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/MDQCUserGuide.pdf

To install, download from AudioVisual Preservation Solutions (Mac and PC versions): 

www.avpreserve.com/avpsresources/tools  

http://www.avpreserve.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/MDQCUserGuide.pdf
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Minitex/WiLS Digitization 
Conference
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Planning is underway for a day-long general interest 
digitization conference to take place in Minneapolis/
St. Paul in August or September 2014 that is targeted 
at library staff, archivists, and curators who create and 
manage digital collections. 

Based on feedback from OCLC CONTENTdm users in 
the region, we are planning to hold the general interest 
digitization conference mentioned above in conjunction 
with a Northern CONTENTdm Users Group meeting.  
The most recent in-person CONTENTdm Users Group 
meeting in our region took place in 2011 in St. Paul (www.
minitex.umn.edu/Events/Conferences/Highlights/2011/
ContentDm).

The goal of this shared two-day event is to offer 
opportunities for networking, learning, and sharing of 
ideas related to all aspects of the digital content life cycle, 
from project planning and management, to promotion and 
outreach, to digital preservation. 

Interested in planning the conference with us?
At this time, we are looking for volunteers to help 
develop a theme and program agenda. This committee of 
volunteers will meet virtually to consider topics, recruit 
presenters, and finalize a program schedule for the two-
day event. If you are interested in serving on the planning 
committee, please email Sara Ring (ring0089@umn.edu) 
at Minitex by Feb. 7. The first meeting of the planning 
committee will be held soon thereafter.

More about the conference
The two-day event will be hosted by Minitex and WiLS.  
OCLC Digital Collection Services is the primary sponsor of 
the Northern CONTENTdm Users Group meeting and will 
also assist in planning this event.  

OCLC

OCLC Introduces WorldCat 
Discovery Services
OCLC; edited
 
On Jan. 22 OCLC introduced WorldCat Discovery 
Services, a new suite of cloud-based applications that 

brings together the FirstSearch and WorldCat Local 
services.  Set to launch in March, the new suite will enable 
discovery of more than 1.3 billion electronic, digital and 
physical resources in libraries around the world through 
a single search of both WorldCat and a central index that 
represents nearly 2,000 e-content collections.  This will 
make it possible for more than 18,000 FirstSearch libraries 
to offer a richer discovery experience.
 
“Development of WorldCat Discovery Services is another 
significant step in our work with members to deliver 
innovations and new services that drive library costs down 
and information access up. We have enormous potential 
to use our collective talents and the capacity of cloud 
computing to deliver continuous innovation for our users,” 
said Skip Prichard, OCLC President and CEO.
 
WorldCat Discovery Services will offer library users and 
staff access to rich, global bibliographic content available 
only through WorldCat.  A central index will enable 
information seekers from mutually subscribing libraries 
to search authoritative sources from providers such as 
EBSCO, Gale and ProQuest. Direct link resolution from 
citations to full-text resources will be available for libraries 
with holdings in WorldCat and the WorldCat knowledge 
base.  Resources not available electronically can be 
delivered through integrated interlibrary loan.
 
“OCLC is letting its mission drive its actions,” said Angi 
Faiks, Associate Director of Access, Instruction and 
Research Services, Macalester College in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, and a participant in beta testing. 

“OCLC is reinforcing its public purpose by 
providing more access to more information for 
more people.  Making library collections more 
accessible can only help us fulfill our mission as 
libraries.”

 
WorldCat Discovery Services will be available to 
FirstSearch users in March as part of existing subscriptions. 
FirstSearch will operate in parallel during a year-long 
transition so libraries can choose when to move to the new 
service.
 
New features for FirstSearch subscribers include access 
to the central index that represents more than a billion 
articles, e-books and other e-content; a new user interface 
that adapts automatically to mobile devices; and the 
ability to manage access to digital collections.
 
Additional new features provided for libraries that maintain 
up-to-date holdings in the WorldCat database include 
direct links to full-text resources to which they subscribe, 
a built-in A to Z list, and their library’s resources listed 
first in search results.  Libraries that maintain holdings 
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in WorldCat will also continue to benefit from increased 
visibility of their resources through search engines and 
other popular websites where research often begins.

Read the full press release  and learn more about the new 
WorldCat Discovery Services suite on the OCLC website:

z.umn.edu/j7f  

mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:ConCats%40umn.edu?subject=
http://z.umn.edu/j7f 
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This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by 
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an 
informational posting only, registration materials are sent 

separately.  If you would like your event included in the 
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MINITEX CALENDAR
Training, Meetings, and Conferences

FEBRUARY 

 12 
NISO Webinar: “We Know it When We See It: Managing 
“Works” Metadata”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#works

 12 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

 18 
Finding Scholarly Resources in ELM
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Reference Outreach & Instruction Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=500

 18 
ELM Databases for Grades 9-12
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., CST
Reference Outreach & Instruction Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=236

 19 
Connexion Client Module 2: Basic Bibilographic Searching
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=387

 19 
NISO Virtual Conference: “The Semantic Web Coming of 
Age: Technologies and Implementations”
10:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#semantic

 18 
Britannica School
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., CST
Reference Outreach & Instruction Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=504

 26 
SCCTP Basic Serials Cataloging Workshop 
(Session 1 of 2)
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., CST
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=527

 27 
SCCTP Basic Serials Cataloging Workshop 
(Session 2 of 2)
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., CST
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=527

 27 
Information LIteracy - Do Students Know What They Are 
Looking For?
12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=424

 27 
ELM Databases for Grades K-5
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=233

 28 
Business Resources in ELM
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=279



MARCH 
 
 3 
Multimedia in ELM
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=455

 4 
ELM Databases for Grades 9-12
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=236

 5 
Minnesota Library Legislative Day 2014
Conference
Capitol Hill, St. Paul, MN
memotech.ning.com/events/library-legislative-day-march-5-2014

 5 
NISO Webinar Series: “Part 1: The Infrastructure of 
Open Access: Knowing What is Open”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#access1

 6 
Finding Scholarly Resources in ELM
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=500

 11 
AskMN Librarian Refresher
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=490

 11 
ELM Databases for Grades K-5
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session

www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=233

 12 
ELM Databases for Grades 6-8
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=234

 12 
NISO Webinar Series: “Part 2: The Infrastructure of Open 
Access: Toward a Functioning Business Ecosystem”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#access2

 13 
Business Resources in ELM
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=279

 18 
Points of View Reference Center
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=257

 19-20 
Library Technology Conference
Conference
Macalester College, St. Paul, MN
libtechconf.org

 24 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 1: Getting Started
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=389

 25 
Accessing Your ELM Usage Statistics
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=278

 26 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 2: Working with Text
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=390

 27 
ELM Set-Up Guide
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=529

 31 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 3: Maintaining Collections
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=391

 

http://memotech.ning.com/events/library-legislative-day-march-5-2014
http://libtechconf.org
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