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RDA Notes
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

New RDA Toolkit Pricing Model

The publishers of the RDA Toolkit have announced a restructuring of the 
Toolkit’s subscription model effective January 1, 2014 .  According to the news 
release, this makes RDA “more accessible for small cataloging departments, 
more fairly distributing the cost across all sizes of institutions .”  One such 
change will be the merging of the solo-user and the institutional single-user 
subscription tiers .

The announcement and new pricing matrix are available here:

www .rdatoolkit .org/content/2014pricechange 

For comparison, the current pricing model is here:

www .rdatoolkit .org/pricing

Minitex is currently looking into the feasibility of offering a consortial 
subscription model for libraries .  Updates will be announced as our 
investigation moves forward .

JSC Meeting

The Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA (JSC) met in 
Washington, D .C ., in early November to consult over discussion papers and 
consider various revision proposals to RDA instructions .  For those interested 
in the details, John Attig, former long-time ALA representative to the JSC, 
summarized the Committee’s activities on his blog (the entries are listed in 
reverse chronological order):

z .umn .edu/hxd

Here is a concise list of the discussion papers and revision proposals the 
Committee reviewed (PDF file):

www .rda-jsc .org/docs/2013-JSC-meeting-documents-table .pdf

The original documents are found on the JSC’s website:

www .rda-jsc .org/workingnew .html

An official summary of decisions will be issued by the Committee in January; I 
will pass this along—with commentary—in a later issue of the Mailing .

http://z.umn.edu/hxd
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that has been modified for a purpose, use, or medium 
other than that for which it was originally intended .”  
The designator is pointing to the source material that 
was adapted, not to the adaptation .  This relationship 
is further borne out by its application to headings and 
linking entries in MARC records, such as:

245 10 Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina / $c a stage 
adaptation by Helen Edmundson .
700 1- $i Adaptation of (work): $a Tolstoy, Leo, $c graf, 
$d 1828-1910 . $t Anna Karenina .

Note the designator is linked to—it’s pointing at—the 
access point for the original work .

And second, for those designators with parenthetical 
FRBR terms, prefix in your mind’s eye the word “this” or 
the phrase “for this” to that term .

• motion picture screenplay based on (this work)

• cadenza (for this expression)

• facsimile of (this manifestation)

• contains (this item)

With some amending, you can extend this practice to all 
Appendix J designators .  

Cataloging & Metadata

Searching WorldCat Indexes 
Resource 
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Here’s a reminder about a great resource,  Searching 
WorldCat Indexes .  It will tell you everything you need to 
know about the RDA indexes that 
were mentioned in the last article, 
and more!  The following text was 
originally sent out via the MOUG 
(Music OCLC Users Group) listserv 
from OCLC Quality Control staff .

Searching WorldCat Indexes

Searching WorldCat Indexes 
provides comprehensive information about indexes used 
to retrieve records from WorldCat .  The guide shows 
MARC fields and subfields indexed for each WorldCat 
index, gives examples, and provides information about 

RDA QuickTips

Tip #1 . Among the various search methods in OCLC’s 
Connexion Client and Browser platforms, the command 
line and keyword/numeric search interfaces are perhaps 
the most used (in the Client, press the F2 key; in the 
Browser, select the Cataloging tab > Search button) .  To 
limit searches to RDA bibliographic records only, tap into 
the Descriptive Conventions index in addition to other 
elements like names, titles, and so forth .

Command Line Search: dx:rda

Keyword/Numeric Search
• Search for: rda
• Drop-down: Descriptive Conventions (dx:)

If you don’t see that index in the drop-down list, click the 
plus button just above the drop-down (Client) or click the 
“More Indexes” button (Browser) .  Your list of indexes will 
increase two- or three-fold .  To get to the Ds quickly, open 
the list and press the letter “D” on your keyboard .

To exclude RDA records from your search, use the 
same indexes and commands mentioned above while 
incorporating a boolean NOT, e .g .:

Command Line Search: ti:moby dick not dx:rda/1900-1950

Keyword/Numeric Search:

Tip #2 . To quickly get to a specific RDA instruction, type 
its number into the RDA Quick Search textbox located 
next to the stoplight icon .  For instance, entering 3.4.5 will 
bring you to the portion of Chapter 3 on recording the 
pagination for books .  To get to the head of a chapter, just 
add a point-zero to the chapter number, entering 7.0 will 
place you at the start of Chapter 7, for instance .

Tip #3 . The definitions of the relationship designators 
listed in Appendices I, J, and K can be confusing at times .  
Here are two tips to make the designators in Appendix J 
(those attached to title headings and linking entries) easier 
to decipher .

First, the definitions outline what the designators are 
pointing at .  Take the one for adaptation of (work): “A work 
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and lists to construct a basic or guided form of the search .

Although constructed as “real” WorldCat searches that 
produce actual results, the examples in this guide can only 
illustrate the principles of searching .  Over time, results of 
running a search example may change .  Because of the 
dynamic nature of WorldCat, search examples used here 
may no longer retrieve records or may retrieve too many 
records .

For assistance on Searching WorldCat call or email 
Support@oclc .org .  

Cataloging & Metadata

FAST Headings in WorldCat
Mark K. Ehlert, Minitex/DCME

OCLC recently began a WorldCat database enrichment 
project to add FAST headings to bibliographic records .
What are FAST headings?  FAST (Faceted Application of 
Subject Terminology), derived from Library of Congress 
subject headings, aims to provide a simplified yet still 
flexible vocabulary ideal for faceted navigation of topical, 
chronological, and other subject matter .  These headings 
appear in the 6xx area of the MARC bibliographic record, 
with a $2 fast source code and a $0 authority record 
control number appended to the headings .  For example:

630 -7 Macbeth (Shakespeare, William) $2 fast $0 
(OCoLC)fst01356136

For details on the database enrichment project and on 
FAST headings in general, point your browser to the 
following link:

z .umn .edu/hxe

In the October issue of the Mailing, we highlighted the 
recent report titled FAST Users:  Summary and Case 
Studies .  Staff from the University of North Dakota and 
Minnesota State University, Mankato, who were interviewed 
for the report, described their experiences with current 
FAST heading projects and the potential for more projects 
in the future .

z .umn .edu/hxf  

how each index works to help construct searches that 
retrieve the records you need .  OCLC services, including 
cataloging, reference, and resource sharing, use the same 
search indexes .  Interfaces for searching WorldCat include:

• OCLC Connexion® client and browser (cataloging)
• OCLC CatExpress® in Connexion browser (copy 

cataloging)
• OCLC FirstSearch® (reference)
• OCLC WorldShare™ (Acquisitions, Circulation, 

Interlibrary Loan, Metadata)
• OCLC WorldCat Resource Sharing (interlibrary loan)

This guide is intended for library staff who use the OCLC 
interfaces listed above to search WorldCat, as opposed to 
end users searching public access interfaces to WorldCat .

Levels of Searching and Examples

To give flexibility in search strategy and control over the 
results, OCLC search interfaces provide various levels of 
searching, from simplified to complex .

The most complex search level requires knowledge of full 
search syntax–all parts of a search in correct order and 
format, including index labels and punctuation, search 
terms, Boolean operators, and qualifiers .

Examples of complex search levels: a “command line” 
search in Connexion or an “expert” search in FirstSearch .

Interfaces also provide less complex levels of searching 
where you use text boxes and drop-down lists to enter or 
select the parts of the search .  The interface automatically 
formulates the correct search syntax when you send the 
search to the OCLC system .

Examples of less complex search levels: A “basic” search in 
FirstSearch/Resource Sharing or CatExpress or a “guided” 
search in Connexion .

Note:  Not all indexes are listed in drop-down lists in 
searching interfaces .  Within Connexion, if an index is not a 
selection in a drop-down list, you must enter a full syntax 
“command line” search that includes the index label, 
punctuation, and search term for the index .

Examples of searches in the Searching WorldCat Indexes 
guide are given in full search syntax (most complex 
format) .  From full syntax examples, you can extrapolate 
the parts of a search you would enter or select in boxes 

mailto:Support%40oclc.org?subject=
http://z.umn.edu/hxe
http://z.umn.edu/hxf
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Upcoming Discussion: FAST for 
Cataloging and Discovery
ALCTS; edited

Want to know more about FAST headings?  Consider 
joining the Association or Library Collections and Technical 
Serivces (ALCTS) e-forum discussion .  e-forums are 
free and open to everyone .  See below for a complete 
description and for more information on how to sign up . 

FAST for Cataloging and Discovery
December 11-12, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) was 
designed as a lightweight derivative of Library of Congress 
Subject Headings that would be easy to learn and work 
well with faceted discovery systems . It has recently drawn 
renewed interest following OCLC’s announcement that 
it would add FAST headings globally to WorldCat . This 
e-forum looks at possible uses of FAST and how libraries 
may go about implementing it .  Topics may include the 
following:

• Who is using FAST, or thinking about doing so? 
What kinds of collections is it being used to 
describe? Is the work being done by traditionally 
trained catalogers, or by others as well?

• What training and implementation issues have 
arisen for FAST users? What do you need to get 
started? Does FAST live up to its promise of being 
comprehensive and easy to apply?

• What does FAST mean for discovery systems? What 
efforts have been made to implement it in faceted 
interfaces? How would you evaluate its impact on 
catalog users?

• How could FAST influence the way we do authority 
control? What would a linked data implementation 
of FAST look like?

What’s an e-forum?

An ALCTS e-forum provides an opportunity for librarians 
to discuss matters of interest, led by a moderator, through 
the e-forum discussion list . The e-forum discussion list 
works like an email listserv: register your email address 
with the list, and then you will receive messages and 
communicate with other participants through an email 
discussion . Most e-forums last two to three days . 

To register, visit this url:  

www .ala .org/alcts/confevents/upcoming/e-forum/sympa  

Cataloging & Metadata

OCLC Connexion Client 2.5 Released
OCLC; edited

Connexion client version 2 .50 is now available for 
download:

psw .oclc .org/software .htm

You will be required to upgrade to version 2 .50 by 
March 31, 2014 . An upgrade warning message will begin 
appearing when you start version 2 .40 beginning in early 
February 2014 .  View the upgrade instructions before 
installing version 2 .50:

z .umn .edu/hyn

To install the client on Windows XP, an account with 
administrative rights is required .  To help prevent 
installation problems with Windows Vista, 7 and 8, 
right-click the file you downloaded and click Run as 
Administrator .

Version 2 .50 includes the following enhancements which 
will be detailed in a forthcoming recording:

• Armenian, Ethiopic and Syriac scripts are now 
supported .

• New RDA authority workforms for Family and Name 
Title have been implemented .

• New authority indexes Cataloging Source, 
Descriptive Conventions, Keyword, and Notes 
available for searching via the Keyword/Numeric 
Search drop down lists; these were previously only 
available via command line searching .

• GenerateAuthorityRecord macro updated to fully 
recognize the 264 field .

• GenerateERecord macro updated to better handle 
Unicode characters .

• Help and Useful Web Links list updated to link to 
OCLC-MARC records documentation  

Cataloging & Metadata

MarcEdit and OCLC Metadata API 
Integration
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Terry Reese, the developer of MarcEdit software for editing 

http://psw.oclc.org/software.htm
http://z.umn.edu/hyn
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of bibliographic records, integrated MarcEdit with OCLC’s 
new metadata API in the latest 5 .9 release of the software .  
This means that MarcEdit users can now use the tool to:

• set or delete holdings on WorldCat records
• upload or edit  bibliographic records in WorldCat
• search WorldCat from within MARCEdit

According to Terry Reese’s YouTube video, some initial set-
up is needed before one can begin using this functionality 
within MarcEdit .  First, there are 2 API (application 
program interface) keys you need to request from OCLC, 
an OCLC Search API key and an OCLC Metadata API key .  
Within MarcEdit Preferences, there is a tab called “OCLC 
API Settings .”  Within this tab, there is a link you can follow 
to request the OCLC API keys that you will need .

Digitization & Preservation

New Google Group for Digital 
Creators and Curators 
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Do you work on digital projects at your library?  Consider 
joining the new Upper Midwest Digital Creators and 
Curators Google Group!  This group is for digital content 
creators, curators, and managers working in libraries, 
archives, museums, and historical societies in the Upper 
Midwest .  It’s a place to discuss ideas, tips, news, and 
training opportunities regarding digital collection 
development, digital content management, digital 
preservation, and related issues .  

The Upper Midwest includes—but is not limited to—
Minnesota, North and South Dakota, and Wisconsin .  
Moderators are Sara Ring, Minitex (ring0089@umn .edu) 
and Emily Pfotenhauer, WiLS (emily@wils .org) .

Only members of the group may post new topics 
(messages), but the Google Group is open to anyone to 
view the discussions taking place:

groups .google .com/group/umwdigital

If you have never used Google Groups before, the 
functionality is not all that different from a listserv .  You 
can still use your email to read and reply to messages, or 
you can visit the Google Group webpage to view messages 
(NOTE:  you need a gmail email address to be able to reply 
to or post messages via the web interface, or to manage 
any notification preferences) . 

To subscribe, visit the following webpage:  

groups .google .com/group/umwdigital

Select “join group to post” and fill in your account 
information .  

Digitization & Preservation

Minnesota Digital Library News
Sara Ring, Minitex/DCME

Press Room

New content has been added to the Minnesota Digital 

MarcEdit Preferences (Tools Menu --> Preferences)

For more information, visit Terry Reese’s blog, or a 
YouTube video about how to enable this new MarcEdit 
functionality .

Terry’s Worklog (Blog)

blog .reeset .net/archives/1245

MarcEdit OCLC Metadata API Integration:  Saving and 
Validating your Keys (YouTube)

z .umn .edu/hxg  

http://groups.google.com/group/umwdigital
http://groups.google.com/group/umwdigital
http://blog.reeset.net/archives/1245
http://z.umn.edu/hxg
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Library (MDL) website to make it easier for Minnesota 
Reflections contributors, media organizations, and other 
interested parties to communicate 
information about the MDL and to 
stay informed about other projects . 
On the new Press Room page you 
will find:

• Local and national news about 
MDL related projects .

• MDL logos, wordmarks, and 
sample images from Minnesota 
Reflections .

• A calendar that includes 
upcoming events of interest to the MDL community .

• How to subscribe to MDL communications (social 
media and listserv subscription information) .

Visit the Press Room webpage:

www .mndigital .org/press

Minnesota Reflections Web Analytics

As of Sept . 1, organizations contributing content to 
Minnesota Reflections receive an automatic email each 
month showing web usage of their collection within 

Minnesota Reflections . Using Google 
Analytics, the MDL sends out 3 
reports to each contributor on the 
first day of each month .  See the 
support webpage, Google Analytics 
– How to Read Your Monthly Report 
for more information:

www .mndigital .org/about/analytics

Of broad interest may be the overall traffic reports for 
Minnesota Reflections, also now available on a monthly 
basis .  If you are a contributor, you can also use these 
reports to see how your reports compare to Minnesota 
Reflections traffic as a whole:

www .mndigital .org/about/analytics/reports .php

DPLAfest 

The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) held the 
first DPLAfest in Boston, Oct . 24-25, a public event 
that brought together hundreds of librarians, archivists, 
museum professionals, developers, authors, teachers, and 
more to celebrate the launch of the DPLA portal (dp .la) .  

Representatives from the Minnesota Digital Library, 
John Butler and Jason Roy, both from the University 
of Minnesota Libraries, attended DPLAfest .  Butler 
participated in the session, “The DPLA Digital Hubs How-
to,” as a Service Hubs panelist .

Public notes from many of the DPLAfest workshop 
sessions are available:

z .umn .edu/hxq

Recordings of the opening reception, morning kick-off, and 
afternoon wrap-up session are available here:

dp .la/info/get-involved/events/dplafest2013/livestream  

OCLC

Save the Date: OCLC Americas 
Member Meeting and Symposium
OCLC; edited

Though the OCLC Americas Member Meeting and 
Symposium will take place at ALA Midwinter in 
Philadelphia, you can still sign up to attend virtually!   Save 
the date for:

Friday, Jan . 24, 2014,  
10:00 a .m . - 3:00 p .m . (Central)  

The symposium “The Hype 
and Hope of MOOCs”  will take 
place after the member meeting 
mentioned above .  Accessibility 
and cost of education are on 
everyone’s mind—administrators, 
faculty and librarians, politicians 
and parents . Massive open online courses (MOOCs) seem 
to offer a lifeline to schools and communities seeking 
to reinvent education and lifelong learning . But the 
conversation about MOOCs is complex and evolving . 
New partnerships are being formed to deliver tools 
and curriculum . New business models are emerging . 
Questions about accreditation and measurement abound .  
Do MOOCs represent a sea change for both public and 
academic libraries? Or just a new twist on distance 
learning? 

Join OCLC at the ALA Midwinter Symposium for a debate 
among MOOC practitioners, promoters and skeptics . Bryan 

http://www.mndigital.org/press/
http://www.mndigital.org/about/analytics/
http://www.mndigital.org/about/analytics/reports.php
http://z.umn.edu/hxq
http://dp.la/info/get-involved/events/dplafest2013/livestream/
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Alexander, author of The New Digital Storytelling, an editor 
of the Horizon Report and a frequent writer/speaker on 
digital technology in education, will be our moderator .
Registration information, speakers and a full agenda will be 
available soon:

z .umn .edu/hxr  

mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:mino%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:ConCats%40umn.edu?subject=
http://z.umn.edu/hxr
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This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by 
Minitex, although other events are included. This is an 
informational posting only, registration materials are sent 

separately.  If you would like your event included in the 
calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532.

MINITEX CALENDAR
Training, Meetings, and Conferences

DECEMBER 

 2 
The History of Minnesota - Digitized for Your 
Convenience
11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=469

 2 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 1: Getting Started 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=389

 3 
Common Core Resources with Britannica School
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
Online Minitex/Britannica Reference training session
www1.gotomeeting.com/register/820520209

 3 
ELM Over Lunch - Points of View Reference Center
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=505

 4 
Connexion Client Module 2: Basic Bibilographic Searching
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=387

 4 
NISO Webinar: “Cooperative Authority Control”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#authority

 4 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 2: Working with Text 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=390

 5 
The NEW ELM for K-12 Academic Standards
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=513

 9 
CONTENTdm Basic Skills 3: Maintaining Collections 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=391

 10 
RDA Cataloging – Basic Music Scores
10:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. CST
DCME Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=509

 11 
NISO Webinar: “Library Linked Data - From Vision to 
Reality”
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
www.minitex.umn.edu/Events/Niso/#linked

 11 
ELM Over Lunch - ProQuest Newsstand Complete
12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=506

 12 
An Electronic Library for Adult Basic Education
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., CST
Online Reference training session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=514



 16 
Connexion Client Module 4: Save Files, File Management, 
and Batch Processing
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=409

 18 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244

JANUARY 

 15 
CatExpress: Copy Cataloging with CatExpress
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., CST
DCME/OCLC Online Training Session
www.minitex.umn.edu/Training/Details.aspx?SessionID=244
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