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POTATO 

Colorado Potato Beetle (CPB}-Colorado potato beetle 
is now well into it's second larval generation in the Anoka 
Sand Plain. Defoliation in untreated plots is absolute with 
actual plant mortality. Treatments that are failing now have 
100% defoliation. On late potato in the Sand Plains there is 
time for a third generation of CPB. Growers are beginning to 
see large numbers of adult beetles which are from the comple
tion of the larval generation following wintering. Except in a 
field or two, these adults are now so dispersed that their 
defoliation will be credited to the co-existing larvae. 

SMALL GRAIN 

APHID-A number of calls have come in concerning large 
numbers of aphids in the heads of spring wheat. English grain 
aphid typically behaves like this and most grower and consult
ant calls about aphids in grain are the result. The South Dakota 
data (Kiekhafes, et al) upon which we base our action levels 
show clearly that aphids do not reduce yields after grain is 

In the Perham to E. Grand Forks area the larvae from the 
winter generation have been slowed by the cold weather. My 
perception is that populations will be treatable but are lower 
than in recent past seasons. Growers should not treat for CPB 
if it is not needed. I would not, as Roger Jones pointed out last 
week, include insecticide with each fungicide, when the 
insecticide is clearly not needed (i.e., no potato leafhopper, 
and no CPB). 

Dave Noetzel 
Extension Entomologist 

headed. Thus the single unequivocal cut off point for treating 
small grain for aphid is heading. My sense is that with the 
exception of far northwestern counties most spring wheat is 
headed and will not benefit from aphid control at this time. 

Dave Noetzel 
Extension Entomologist 

, 

\.. 

For more information regarding the Plant Pest Newsletter 
contact Extension Plant Pathology at 612-625-6290 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

BLACK LIGHT TRAP CAPTURES 

Data collected by: University of Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Private cooperators 
Traps Reporting 7 /8/92 

EUROPEAN CORN BORER + 
District Location I.Q1fil Aver. High Date/Max 

NW CROOKSTON .... 21 11 .00 1.57 4.00 920703 

WC FERGUS FALLS.26 8.00 2.00 4.00 920706 

WC MORRIS ...... 27A 52.00 8.67 33.00 920702 

c GLENCOE ... .. 31A 45.00 6.43 18.00 920707 

c BIRD ISLAND 31B 241.00 34.43 79.00 920706 

c GROVE CITY .. 31C 57.00 8.14 22.00 920707 

c GAYLORD ..... 31D 111.00 15.86 38.00 920706 

c OLIVIA ....... 33 1.00 0.14 1.00 920707 

c STAPLES ...... 37 26.00 4.33 12.00 920707 

SW LAMBERTON ... .41 0.00 0.00 0.00 

SW WORTHINGTON .. 42 11.00 2.75 4.00 920701+ 

SC BLUE EARTH . .49A 4.00 0.44 3.00 920701 

SC BLUE EARTH . .49B 4.00 0.44 2.00 920707 

SC LE SUEUR E .. 50A 21.00 3.00 6.00 920707 

SC LE SUEUR W .. 50B 18.00 2.57 6.00 920704 

SC WASECA ...... 51A 30.00 7.50 12.50 920707 *-2 

SC ST. PETER. .. 51 B 95.00 19.00 80.00 920707 

SC SLEEPY EYE .. 52A 119.00 19.83 65.00 920707 

SC SLEEPY EYE .. 52B 61.00 10.17 21.00 920705 

SC WASECA SES ... 53 32.00 4.57 5.00 920707+ 

SE RANDOLPH .... 51 C 104.00 20.80 35.00 920701 

SE CALEDONIA .... 56 0.00 0.00 0.00 

SE ROSEMOUNT .... 61 5.00 1.00 3.00 920706 

ARMYWORM 
NW CROOKSTON .... 21 0.00 0.00 0.00 

WC FERGUS FALLS.26 43.00 10.75 18.00 920706 

WC MORRIS ...... 27A 162.00 27.00 62.00 920702 

c GLENCOE ..... 31A 137.00 19.57 48.00 920704 

c BIRD ISLAND 31 B 290.00 41.43 70.00 920703 

c GROVE CITY .. 31C 48.00 6.86 19.00 920707 

c GAYLORD ..... 310 63.00 9.00 19.00 920704+ 

c OLIVIA. ...... 33 849.00 121.29 250.00 920704 *-2 

c STAPLES ...... 37 114.00 19.00 42.00 920707 

SW LAMBERTON .... 41 0.00 0.00 0.00 

SW WORTHINGTON . .42 32.00 8.00 14.0C> 920701 

SC BLUE EARTH .. 49A 725.00 80.56 151.00 920703 
SC BLUE EARTH . .49B 749.00 83.22 174.00 920703 

SC LE SUEUR E .. 50A 207.00 29.57 73.00 920703 

SC LE SUEUR W .. 50B 387.00 55.29 122.00 920703 
SC WASECA ...... 51A 261.00 65.25 173.00 920701 

SC ST. PETER ... 51B 140.00 28.00 89.00 920706 

SC SLEEPY EYE .. 52A 552.00 92.00 155.00 920705 

SC SLEEPY EYE..52B 291.00 48.50 106.00 920702 
SC WASECA SES ... 53 327.00 46.71 57.50 920706 *-4 
SE RANDOLPH .... 51 C 446.00 89.20 233.00 920701 

SE CALEDONIA .... 56 212.00 53.00 119.00 920702 

Continued next pag 
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,1 BLACK LIGHT TRAP CAPTURES/Continued 
CORN EARWORM 

Dlstcl~t Location I21ill AllL. .l:ilgh 
NW CROOKSTON .... 21 0.00 0.00 0.00 
WC FERGUS FALLS.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 
WC MORRIS ...... 27A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
c GLENCOE. .... 31 A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
c BIRD ISLAND 31 B 3.00 0.43 2.00 
c GROVE CITY .. 31C 8.00 1.14 5.00 
c GAYLORD .. ... 31D 4.00 0.57 1.00 
c OLIVIA. .. .... 33 0.00 0.00 0.00 
c STAPLES ...... 37 4.00 0.67 4.00 
SW LAMBERTON .... 41 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SW WORTHINGTON .. 42 1.00 0.25 1.00 
SC BLUE EARTH . .49A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC BLUE EARTH .. 498 1.00 0.11 1.00 
SC LE SUEUR E .. 50A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC LE SUEUR W .. 508 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC WASECA ...... 51A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC ST. PETER. .. 51 B 1.00 0.20 1.00 
SC SLEEPY EYE .. 52A 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC SLEEPY EYE .. 528 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SC WASECA SES ... 53 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SE RANDOLPH .... 51 C 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SE CALEDONIA .... 56 0.00 0.00 0.00 
SE ROSEMOUNT .... 61 0.00 0.00 0.00 
*-Number of nights ... High derived by average over multiple nights. 
+ More than 1 night with maximum value. 
Observation dates: 920630 TO 920708 

PLANT DISEASE CLINIC 

The following list is an example of samples received by the clinic during the month of June. 

H2s.t 
soybeans 

lupin 

corn 
spring wheat 

strawberry 

oak 

elm 
rose 

begonia 

geranium 

juniper 

Diafmosis 
Pythium sp.- damping off 
Phytophthora sp. root rot 
Rhizoctonia sp. root rot 

Rhizoctonia sp. root rot 

Pythium sp. root rot 

Wheat streak mosaic virus 

Angular leaf spot 
Anthracnose 
Botrytis fruit rot 
Diplocarpon sp. (leaf scorch) 

Oak wilt 

Dutch elm disease 

Coniothyrium sp. stem canker 

Tomato spotted wilt virus 

Xanthomonas campestris, bacterial wilt 

Phomopsis canker 
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Dute/Max 

·.-2 
920703 
920707 
920705+ 

920708 

920701 
·-2 

920703 
*-2 

920707 

·-2 



DIALU 

County Agents: Please Alert 
Master Gardeners of the Following Items 

Kudos-to county agents and staff who send carefully 
pressed specimens in for ID and double thanks to those 
who include sheets completely filled out. 

Clover-is the weed of the week. It thrives in damp soils 
with low fertility where it competes with desired turf 
grasses. Keeping lawns adequately fertilized and watered 
will help grass compete. Use MCPP, the active ingredient 
in chickweed and clover killer, in the fall for best control. 
MCPP, (short for 2-(2-rnethyl-4-chlorophenoxy) propionic 
acid), may be listed as Mecoprop and is also found in some 
general purpose weed killers. 

Deer tick reminder-We are receiving deer tick nymph 
samples which reminds us that we are still in a high risk 
period in Minnesota for Lyme disease. Lyme disease may 
occur in most areas of Minnesota but is most frequently 
reported from the east and central areas of the state. Lyme 
disease is more commonly reported in June and July 
because the immature nymphs are active then but are often 
overlooked due to their small size (about 1/16 inch long). 
Size is not an accurate method to identify deer ticks as 
other immature ticks may be encountered. If there is any 
question about the identification of a tick, submit it for 
diagnosis (it is not possible to identify it over-the-phone). 
See AG-FS-3753, Lyme disease in Minnesota and AG-F0-
1013, Minnesota ricks and their control. 

Mushrooms-Rain and watering encourage the develop
ment of reproductive structures in many fungi, ie. mush
rooms. These "fungal fruits" can be disposed of by picking 
or raking. Some are edible but you must be well trained in 
mushroom identification and identify each one before 
eating them. For this reason Dial-U does not identify 
mushrooms. 

Poison ivy-With people spending more time outdoors, 
we 're getting more calls about poison ivy. If you are 
uncertain whether the weed is poison ivy, you may send it 
in but PLEASE put it in a zip lock bag and clearly mark 
it as suspected poison ivy. Normally we ask that samples 
not be in plastic bags, but in this case, we make an excep
tion. For info on controlling poison ivy see the Dial U 
brief. 

Rose chafers-These beetles are 1/3 to 112 inch long 
with tannish bodies and long, reddish legs. They are good 
fliers and may resemble wasps or flies in flight. Rose 
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chafers are found in ¥eas with sandy soil. These beetles 
feed on flowers, fruits, and leaves of many plants, includ
ing roses, peonies, and grapes. They normally first appear 
in late May or early June and feed for about three to four 
weeks. There is only one generation a year. Because their 
activity is finishing now, control is probably unnecessary. 

When control is desired, handpicking is effective. 
Another option is to erect a cheesecloth barrier that stands 
a little higher than the plants. Even if the barrier is open 
on top, rose chafers fly over it but not into it. If an insecti
cide is applied, dust with carbaryl (Sevin). 

Tomato problems-Septoria blight has not been seen on 
tomatoes as yet. However, numerous samples with insect 
feeding, nutrient deficiencies-especially in cold wet 
soils-and wilt diseases have been sent to the Clinic. For 
more information on wilt diseases, refer to AG-FS-1155, 
Parasitic Diseases of Tomaro, last revised in 1991. 

Garden benchmarks-Cool season garden veggies, 
such as lettuce and peas seem to be lasting a bit longer than 
usual this year due to lower temperatures. In the Twin 
Cities, sweet com seemed to be having a hard time meet
ing the "knee high by 4th of July" mark. Okra, a warm 
weather crop, is performing poorly, exhibiting stunted 
growth and necrotic leaf margins. Tomatoes are growing 
slowly. Some flowers, such as the hardy hibiscus, are also 
taking their time to bloom. 

Winged ants-Queen and male swarrners have been 
sighted in homes recently. Samples have turned out to be 
field ants (Formica spp.). Although these ants are similar 
in size and color to carpenter ants, field ants do not infest 
homes; they nest in exposed soil sites or concealed soil 
sites, e.g. under concrete. (Carpenter ant swarrners are 
usually seen in May.) Examination of wing venation is the 
best method to distinguish these two ants. Swarms are 
short-lived and control is unnecessary. 

Miscellaneous pathology-Powdery mildew is corning 
on strong on turf, perennials and shrubs. Dutch elm disease 
is exhibiting dramatic symptoms right now. Fire blight is 
NOT common this year but black rot canker is-it often 
invades old fire blight cankers and can cause severe 
damage to apple and mountain ash. Abiotic problems are 
plentiful. 



DIAL LI/Continued 

Failure to bloom-Some fruit crops failed to bloom 
this spring. Fruit specialists suggest early severe cold in 
November followed by warm up may be to blame in some 
plants which were not protected by snow. Fluctuating 
early or late temperatures may have injured flower buds 
though leaf buds may have overwintered well. Remem
ber, flower buds are usually more temperature sensitive 
than leaf buds. 

Millipedes in strawberries-Millipedes are scavengers 
found in damp conditions under rocks, wood chips, leave , 
and similar objects. They are not garden pests, but in some 
cases they can enter rotting, decaying fruits, such as 
strawberries. The easiest control is to pick strawberries as 
they ripen, especially fruit in contact with wet ground. 
This is the only necessary control as millipedes do not 
attack sound fruit. 

Other common calls-carpenter ants. 
Jeffrey Hahn Cynthia Ash Beth Jarvis 
Entomology Plant Pathology Horticulture 

The infonnation given in this publication is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Minnesota Extension Service is implied. 

The University of Minnesota, including the Minnesota Extension Service, is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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