
PLANT PEST 
Alfl~lflttfl'l. 

MINNESOTA EXTENSION SERVICE 

( PPST21 

IN THIS ISSUE 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNES O TA 

November 22, 1991 ) 

PAGE 

Die1I U ................•..•.....•.•••.••......•••...•.........•••.•••••••••••••••.........•........•••••••••••.••.••.•....... 1~ 

DIALU 

County Agents: Please Alert 
Master Gardeners of the Following Items 

Clothe5 Moti1s cu1u Carpet 6eetles-Some peopie 
have reported holes in their winter clothes after talcing 
them out of storage. In some cases, the responsible insect 
is still present. Unfortunately many people do not notice 
damage until after it is conspicuous. Dry cleaning or 
freezing the clothes will kill all insects still present. The 
best control in the long run is to be sure the clothes are 
clean and stored properly in the spring; vacuuming, re
pellents (moth balls, and pest strips), and residual insecti
cide sprays help supplement this control effort. Normal 
wearing and routine laundering of the clothes is usually 
sufficient during the winter to discourage fabric-feeding 
insects. 

Not all holes seen in clothing are the result of insects. 
Clothes moths and carpet beetles only feed on materials 
made from animal fibers, such as wool, feathers, fur, and 
hair. They do not feed on synthetic fabrics or cotton. 
Clothes moths usually leave small cases of fabric or silken 
tubes near the damage, indicating their presence. When a 
carpet beetle infestation is present, cast skins of the larvae 
are often seen. If no evidence of insects is apparent, holes 
made be due to other causes, e.g. normal wear and tear. 
See also AG-FS-1005, Carpet beetles and clothes moths. 

The Sneaky Snowstorm and Subsequent Mega
melt-Our phones were ringing off the book following the 
unexpected dumping of 28 inches of snow in the Twin 
Cities. Many people were caught short, without having 
covered their roses or strawberries, or raking leaves off 
the lawu. Evc1i 1i1.u.1c l:alle<l io see if they couid keep the 
tulips and other bulbs they hadn't yet planted, till next 
spring. Some wanted to shovel away the snow to plant; 
others threatened to leave the state for good. It was chaos 
for several days. 

We reassured people that as long as deep snow cov
ered their plants, the plants were in good shape because 
snow is such a good insulator. But, we warned them, if the 
snow melted, they'd have to act fast to protect plants from 
cold temperatures. Strawberry plants should be covered 
with several inches of straw or marsh hay, once snow 
melts down to 3 or 4 inches. They'll be killed at about 9 or 
10 degrees F. if they're exposed. 

Tender roses will be lost at about 20 degrees, so they, 
too, must be covered with straw. We also suggested that 
people place large bags of leaves on top of the snow
covered roses to help prevent melting. Of course, we 
didn't anticipate all the rnid-40's weather we've had more 
recently. Frankly, the roses have us worried. We're 
afraid that many will only come back from the roots, 
which in the case of grafted roses means they'll be worth
less. 

For more information regarding the Plant Pest Newsletter 
contact Extension Plant Pathology at 612-625-6290 
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DIAL U/ Continued 

Spring-flowering bulbs must be planted, either in the 
ground (a cold, messy job now that the soil is soft and wet 
with snowmelt) or in containers to be forced for indoor 
bloom. They cannot be held indoors over winter, then 
planted outside in spring. It's highly unlikely they'll ever 
bloom properly, this year or in the future. 

Raking doesn ' t make sense even though the snow is 
nearly gone in much of the state. Where it's been warm 
enough for snow to melt, the soil is wet and soggy under
foot. Walking around on it will prove harmful to grass 
growth in the future. If you can rake lightly while standing 
on the street, drive, or sidewalk, or if the soil is firm under 
foot, go ahead. Just be sure not to drag the rake through the 
grass; use it to sweep the leaves off the surface. And don't 
be surprised to see a fair amount of snowmold next spring 
in areas where leaves remain. 

Finally, we may be looking at injury to trees and 
shrubs that weren't fully hardened off for winter when our 
temps plummeted below zero. There was plenty of snow 
to protect their roots, but nothing could protect exposed 
trunks, branches, and stems. Only time will tell. 

Ticks During Late Fall-Tick samples have still been 
received recently. In many cases, they have turned out to 
be brown dog ticks. Brown dog ticks can live and breed 
in homes; deer ticks, American dog ticks and other Minne
sota dog ticks do not. When brown dog ticks are found 
indoors, the pet needs to be treated at the same time as 
treatment of the areas where the dog spends a lot of time. 
Use a properly labelled dip, spray, or dust to control ticks 
on dogs. Use a residual insecticide, such as chlorpyrifos 
or tetramethrin, to control brown dog ticks inside the 
home. Deer ticks have also been seen, although they are 
uncommon at this time of year. Take common sense 
precautions against them. 

Other common calls include houseplant insects (spi
der mites, scales, mealybugs) and pantry insects (Indi
anmeal moths and sawtoothed grain beetles). 

Jeffrey Hahn Deborah Brown 
Entomology Horticulture 
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