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MISCELLANEOUS 

DUPONT COMPANY DELETES ORNAMENTAL 
USE FOR BENLATE AND TERSAN-The DuPont 
Company has deleted all ornamental uses and all dip drench, 
container and greenhouse uses from its "Benlate" & ''Ter
san" fungicide product labels in the U.S. "Benlate WP" 
remains registered on a variety of crops and ''Tersan WP" 

PLANT DISEASE CLINIC 

Soybean Cyst Nematode Testing-The Plant Dis
ease Clinic, in cooperation with Dr. David MacDonald, is 
offering an expanded soybean cyst nematode (SCN) soil 
testing season. This season egg and larvae identification 
testing is being offered. Soil testing to determine the popu
lation level of SCN eggs or larvae can help soybean growers 

is labelled for a number of turf diseases. Minnesota crops 
on label at this time include: Apples, Beans, Blueberries, 
Raspberries, Blackberries, Cucurbits, Grapes, Pears, Soy
bean, Plums Strawberries, Sugarbeets, Tomatoes-Field 
only and Turf. 

Ward C. Stienstra 
Extension Plant Pathologist 

to identify potential problems and assist in planning man
agement strategies. Fields with a known history of SCN 
should be monitored and tested before planting back to 
soybeans. Suspect fields or fields adjacent to infested fields 
can also be tested (including field entrance points) to 
determine if the SCN is present. To assist you in the 

r 
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contact Extension Plant Pathology at 612-625-6290 
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PLANT DISEASE CLINIC/Continue 

detection and management of SCN, the following tests are 
being offered: 

1) Larvae Test Fee: $10.00 

Test results will quantitatively determine the number 
of juvenile SCN larvae present in a 116 cm3 sample of 
soil. 

Sampling Procedures: 

For the above listed tests, please follow these 
sampling procedures: 

1) Limit the number of acres represented in a single 
composite sample to 1 acre. 

2) Using a soil tube or a shovel, collect samples at 
random from the periphery of problem spots (not 
from the center of problem spots), and near field 
entrance points. Samples should be taken to a depth 
of 9-10 inches from within the rows. With a soil 
tube collect 10 cores, or with a shovel take 1/4 cup 
of soil from near the shovel tip at several locations. 
In either case, combine the 10 subsamples as a 
composite sample for each 1 acre sampled. Each 
composite sample should be at least 2 pints of soil. 

For predictive soil sampling to be representative, 
composite samples must be collected from several 
"good" and several "bad" areas within a given 
field. Label each sample good or bad and keep 
them separated. 

3) Collect the soil samples in plastic bags to reduce 
drying. Label each bag with appropriate informa-

DIALU 

County Agents: Please Alert Master 
Gardeners of the Following Items 

DON'T SPRAY WASP NESTS-People still contem
plating whether to spray wasp nests found in walls or other 
hidden sites in homes should be advised NOT to spray such 
nests. The risk of treatment now greatly increases the 
probability of wasps entering homes. Wait for the cold 
weather. All remaining wasps in nests will die when freez
ing temperatures occur. It is possible that wasps may enter 
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2) Egg Test Fee: $15.00 

Test results will quantitatively determine the number 
of eggs present in a 116 cm3 sample of soil. Recom
mended for samples collected from non-soybean fields 
or soils that have been allowed to dry after collection. 

tion (see below). A void storing the samples in the 
sun and ship as soon as possible. 

4) Please indicate the following information: 

a) Name, address, and telephone number. 

b) County and township where samples were col-
lected. 

c) Estimate acreage of sampled area. 

d) Dropping history of sampled area. 

e) Current crop in sampled area. 

S) Send samples, background information and pay-
ment to: 

Plant Disease Clinic 
Department of Plant Pathology 
495 Borlaug Hall 
1991 Upper Buford Circle 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108 

6) Checks should be made payable to the University of 
Minnesota according to the following fee schedule: 

Larvae Test: $10.00 

Egg Test: $15.00 

Jill D. Pokorny 
Director, Plant Disease Clinic 

buildings even if their nests are not sprayed, although the 
risk is less compared to those that are treated. Do not seal 
wasp nests in buildings until you are sure that an wasps are 
dead; survivors are more likely to enter indoors when their 
nest entrance is sealed. See AG-F0-3732, Are They Wasps 
or Bees? 

POWDERY MILDEW is very common this year on annu
als, perennials, shrubs and trees. By itself the disease does 
little damage to most plant materials as it is most severe late 
in the growing season. Consequently, fungicides are sel-



dom necessary. Remove all infected leaf and stem material 
from the garden this fall and compost thoroughly or destroy. 
Prune trees and shrubs (during their proper pruning periods) 
to increase air and light penetration. A void excessive amounts 
of nitrogen fertilizer this fall and next spring. 

FROST-Our mid-September cold snap brought a flurry 
of questions related to frost tolerance of various garden and 
landscape plants, and how to protect them. 

* 

* 

* 

Flowering annuals have little, if any, frost tolerance, 
so must be covered when temps clip below freezing and 
uncovered once it begins to warm up again. (Snapdrag
ons are an exception.) Perennials often have more frost 
tolerance; mums can take several degrees of frost with 
no difficulty. It's not necessary to cover other perenni
als unless they're still blooming and you'd like to try to 
get another week or two out of them. 

Cabbage-family vegetables such as cabbage, broc
coli, brussel sprouts, kale and other greens actually 
improve in flavor after frost. Most vegetables, includ
ing those in the tomato family and the vine crops have 
virtually no ability to withstand frost, so must be cov
ered in order to remain productive another week or two. 
Squash and pumpkins should be harvested, if mature, 
and protected, if riot yet ripe. Peppers are tasty regard
less of size, so may be harvested early if necessary. And 
any tomato that has turned light green or slightly 
pinkish may be picked and ripened indoors on a shelf or 
table in the basement. 

Apples will be OK down to about 26 or 27 degrees. Just 
don't handle them until temperatures have warmed 
enough so all the frost has left the fruit. If it's dropping 
lower than that, harvest the apples even if they aren't 
completely ripe. They'll be better than nothing. 

ELM LEAF BEETLES INDOORS-These insects are 
described as 114 inch long, yellowish green to brownish 
insects with black stripes (sometimes the black stripes are 
not seen). Some callers describe them as cucumber beetles. 
They often are found around windows and other sunny 
locations. Elm leaf beetles accidently enter homes as they 
search for sites to overwinter. They are harmless and short
lived indoors. Elm leaf beetles may be found indoors on 
warm winter days and in the spring. Despite circumstantial 
evidence, they do not lay eggs indoors; those seen later are 
beetles that entered the building last fall. 

Physical removal is the only necessary control indoors. 
To prevent them from coming in, seal and repair obvious 
entry points around the outside of the house. In cases of 
abundant numbers, an insecticide (e.g. diazinon or chlorpy
rifos) can be sprayed around the exterior, especially around 
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windows and doors. Pest control services have access to 
more effective insecticides (e.g. Tempo and Demon). 

WHITE MOLD HITS GARDENS-The white mold fun
gus, Sclerotinia sclerotiorum, causes a wilt, stem/root rot 
and blight of hundreds of different types of plants, includ
ing many annuals, perennials and vegetables. This year the 
clinic has seen white mold on tomato, periwinkle, salvia, 
petunia and zinnia. It is especially damaging during wet 
seasons. 

Initially infected plants are distributed randomly 
throughout the flower bed or garden. Stem lesions are 
brown to grayish white in color and may be covered with a 
white cottony fungal growth. Hard black structures resem
bling small stones form in this area and in the center of the 
stem. These structures are called sclerotia and enable the 
fungus to persist in the soil for IO years or longer. During 
wet weather the stem or root lesions expand rapidly and the 
entire plant may suddenly die. 

Remove infected plants carefully to prevent the scle
rotia from dropping off and staying in the soil. Next year, 
allow for proper plant spacing to prevent overcrowding and 
water early in the day and at the base of the plants. 

ID's-We've received lots of calls from people trying to 
identify wild berries or unknown fruit and nuts gathered 
from various locations around the state. Many people think 
they've found chestnuts, when in fact, what they have is 
Ohio Buckeye, or in some cases, Horse Chestnut, neither of 
which is edible. We've also seen quite a few dark blue/ 
black berries from Virginia Creeper, which look something 
like wild grapes, but are not edible. Finally, we're getting 
lots of apples to identify, some of which don't really 
resemble any that we know will grow here. 

To have an unknown fruit or nut identified, send 2 or 3 
typical looking samples, along with a twig that has several 
leaves still attached (twigs not needed for apples). Tell us 
where you found it, what size and/or age the tree or shrub 
is, and anything else that might be useful. Send the sample 
along with a check for $2.50 (payable to the University of 
Minnesota) to Dial U, 145 Alderman Hall, University of 
Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55108. 

FRUIT FLIES-These small, 1/8 inch long, tannish flies 
are attracted to overripe fruits and vegetables. Soft drink 
residue, syrup and similar products may also be a source. 
Disposing of infested material is the best control. Properly 
store or use up food to prevent infestations. Insecticides, 
such as pyrethrins, kill adult flies but do not prevent more 
flies from returning if there is an infested source. 



DIAL U/Contlnued 

PSOCIDS (BOOK LICE}-These very small insects (1/ 
16 inch long) like damp, warm conditions. Because of the 
rain and humidity, they have become common in homes re
cently. They are usually associated with paper and feed on 
fungi, mold, pollen, cereals, and dead insect fragments. 
They also may feed on paper, glue, and other starchy 
materials where mold and fungi are growing. Indoors, they 
cause little damage and are just nuisances. Despite the 
name "lice", none are parasitic on people or animals. The 
easiest control is using a dehumidifier or fan to dry out areas 
where psocids are a problem. 

DON'T MOVE COCKROACHES-As people move 
out, they are concerned about accidently taking cock
roaches with them to their new homes. If possible, pack 

belongings in boxes that were not stored in cockroach 
infested areas and do not allow packed boxes in the build
ing overnight (when cockroaches are active). If the boxes 
cannot be moved out, set them on tables or chairs not in 
contact with walls or areas where cockroaches may be. If 
boxes are already packed, there is little that can be done. 
People moving during the winter can put boxes outdoors 
where the cold kills all stages of cockroaches. Once in your 
new home, watch carefully for roaches and egg cases as you 
unpack. Set out sticky traps, especially in the kitchen and 
bathroom to detect roaches that moved with you. If cock
roaches are found, an insecticide control program should be 
implemented immediately to kill any other survivors. See 
AG-FS-1003, Cockroaches. 

Jeffrey Hahn Cynthia Ash Deborah Brown 
Entomology Plant Pathology Horticulture 
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