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MISCELLANEOUS
1991 COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDE APPLICATOR WORKSHOPS-Alllicensed applicators should have received a flyer regarding the Pesticide Applicator Workshops being held
in January of 1991. Pre-registration is required. If you have not registered for the workshop, please contact Nancy Harvey
at her toll-free number (1-800-367-5363) for further information.

DATES AND LOCATIONS
Tuesday, January 15

St. Cloud Holiday Inn

Wednesday, January 16

Morris Sunwood Inn

Thursday, January 17

Willmar Holiday Inn

Thursday, January 24

Earle Brown Center, St. Paul Campus

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at all locations.

-Dean Herifeld
Assistant Extension Agriculturist

r
For more information regarding the Plant Pest Newsletter
contact Extension Plant Pathology at 612-625-6290
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DIAL U HIGHLIGHTS
If populations are too heavy for these methods to be
effective, an insecticide is necessary. Spray mites with
decachlorobis (Pentac) or dicofol (Kelthane); spray scales
with acephate (Orthene); spray mealybugs with acephate
(Orthene), resmethrin, or methoprene. Isolate infested
plants until you are certain any insects have been eradicated. After that time, return the plants to their normal
place. See AG-FS-1031 House Plant Insect Control.

County Agents Please Alert Master
Gardeners to the Following Items
Pantry insects, such as lndianmeal moths and flour beetles,
were commonly reported. Exclusion is the best method of
control. Check for the presence of insects in all dried food
products, such as flour, cereals, pastas, spices, dried fruit,
bird seed, pet food and similar items. Heavily infested food
should be wrapped in plastic and thrown out. Lightly
infested food can be saved by cold treating it at 0°F for three
to seven days. This food is not contaminated and can be
eaten. Unopened packages that have been in homes longer
than two months should automatically be cold treated.
Store susceptible, uninfested food in insect-proof containers with tight lids, such as glass jars and heavy plastic (e.g.
Tupperware). Also remove crumbs that accumulate around
cupboards, toasters, silverware drawers, spice drawers and
other similar places.

Check all your indoor plants to see that they haven't
collected a layer of dust on their leaves. This time of the
year, when days are still so short, plants need all the light
they can get. A dust layer, even a light one, acts as a filter
and interferes with the amount of light that reaches the
green, chlorophyll-containing tissue of the leaves. With
less light, the plant manufactures less energy and will
appear less healthy.
Give your plants a gentle washing. Use a soft cloth and
lukewarm water with a drop or two of mild dishwashing
soap to get better wetting action. Plants with lots of tiny
leaves, too small to wash individually, can be sprayed with
lukewarm water in the sink or shower. Cover the soil with
plastic wrap or foil first, though, so it doesn't splash all over
and make a mess.

The use of insecticides is unnecessary and discouraged.
Because most insects are inside food packages and ,not in
the open, they are protected from insect sprays. Insecticides do not prevent pantry insects from infesting unprotected food. In the long run, susceptible food properly protected is the mosteffective control. See AG-FS-1000 Pantry Pests.

Unknown bites and irritations-We usually have an
increase in this type of call in the winter. While there are
valid cases of fleas, bed bugs, and lice bites, there are other
cases where there is no apparent arthropod-caused problem. Unknown skin problems may be explained by low humidity, static electricity, allergic reactions to detergent,
cosmetics, soaps, clothing and many other possibilities. If
all insect and related arthropod possibilities have been examined and ruled out, a visit with a dermatologist may be
a wise idea.

Melting ice-Don't use de-icing salts or fertilizer to melt
ice unless it's absolutely necessary. Plants may be injured
or even killed when ice or snow containing these products
piles up over their roots, or in the case of evergreens, gets
onto their branches. De-icers and even fertilizer such as
urea, which is Jess damaging to grass and shrubbery,
eventually run off and make their way into our water
system.

Christmas trees-Take down Christmas trees and put
them outdoors before dry indoor air makes them fire
hazards. Chop the branches off and use them as a mulch
cover over bulb beds, roses, or perennials. Or poke them
into the snow to the south or west side of young evergreens
to screen the plants from the drying (maybe even burning)
rays of winter and early spring sunlight. The trunk itself
may be cut in sections, then piled to dry for firewood next
year.

Spreading sand is much safer, from a plant and environmental standpoint. And it can be effective, too. Moisten a
bucket of sand with a little hot water indoors. The damp
sand will cling instantly to the ice where you throw it, giving
you good traction rather than just skittering around on top
of the ice. In spring, you can sweep it up and rake most of
it out of the lawn .... with no harm done.
Houseplant insects, especially spider mites, scale insects, and mealybugs, are reported problems. Infested
plants are often discolored, indicating a problem. A hand
lens may be helpful in detecting their presence. Check on
the underside of leaves and stems for these insects. Control
1ight infestations of insects with insecticidal soap. Another
nonchemical option for control on smooth-leaved plants is
washing with a mild detergent (1/2 tsp per quart of water)
using a soft cloth or cotton ball. Washing with alcohol,
using a cotton ball or swab, kills the insects as well as
removes them on contact.

Don't feel badly about "destroying a tree" for Christmas. Christmas trees are renewable crops. Furthermore,
they shelter wildlife in the years they are growing to
marketable size, and they're grown on marginal land that
cannot support other, more intensive farming.
Other common questions include cockroaches and
fleas.

Jeffrey Hahn
Entomology
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Deborah Brown
Horticulture

RENEWAL FOR PLANT PEST NEWSLETTER
You are currently on our mailing list to receive the Plant Pest Newsletter. If you would like to continue receiving the
newsletter for the 1991-92 season, please complete and return the form below to our office. The price of the newsletter
will be $15.00. Please make your check payable to the University of Minnesota.

Remember, extension personnel from Minnesota and universities in associated states will
receive complimentary subscriptions. If you are currently receiving a complimentary subscription, please do not send payment. Thank you.

·---------------------------------------~
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL FORM
I wish to remain on the mailing list

RETURN THIS FORM TO:

for the Plant Pest Newsletter.

Debbie Baden-Drange

Enclosed is my check for $15.00.

Department of Plant Pathology
495 Borlaug Hall
1991 Upper Buford Circle
University of Minnesota

Please make checks payable to:

St. Paul, MN 55108

University of Minnesota

CITY:: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ZIP: _ _ _ __ _

~---------------------------------------~

The information given in this publication is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or
trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the
Minnesota Extension Service is implied.
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