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MISCELLANEOUS 

DIAL U 

County Agents: Please Alert Master 
Gardeners of the Following Items 

Sooty molds have been very common this fall. These 
fungi are saprophytic and live on sugary secretions pro
duced by insects or the saps and resins associated with 
wounded or diseased areas. They appear on plant surfaces 
as a dark sooty growth. Sooty molds can be found on most 
any tree or shrub but are most common on pine, elm and 
basswood. 

If the mold growth is heavy, it can reduce the photosyn
thetic capacity of the host tissue but does not directly 
parasitize the plant. Direct control of the mold is not 
recommended; however, presence of sooty mold may indi
cate insect activity which may cause damage. Proper 
identification of the insect is necessary (in consideration 

with the type of host and other conditions) to determine if 
controls are warranted. 

Light coverings of the mold will disappear when the 
nutrient source is eliminated and during dry weather. On 
small plants mold can be physically washed off. 

Millipedes and centipedes-These insect relatives 
can be easily distinguished. Millipedes are dark-colored, 
about 1 inch long, have cylindrical bodies with short, incon
spicuous legs and move slowly. Centipedes are tannish, 1 
to 2 inches long, have flattened bodies with long, conspicu
ous legs and move quickly. Millipedes feed on decaying 
organic material while centipedes feed on insects and other 
small creatures. 

Both are harmless to people and property, although 
centipedes can bite if held and squeezed. Millipedes are as-
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DIAL LI/Continued 

sociated with damp conditions, and usually die soon after 
entering homes because it is too dry. Centipedes also like 
damp areas but are not as sensitive. Millipedes are very 
unlikely to reproduce indoors. Centipedes normally do not 
but could, especially if an abundant food source was avail
able. 

Control millipedes and centipedes by the following 
methods. Seal obvious cracks and gaps around the home's 
exterior. Remove leaves, wood chips, stones, and other 
debris near homes that serve as hiding places. Reduce 
moisture indoors with a fan or dehumidifier. Physically kill 
and remove the insects as they are seen. In cases of large 
numbers entering homes, spray an insecticide (such as 
chlorpyrifos or diazinon) as a barrier treatment around the 
home's exterior. Their activity should stop once cold 
weather arrives. See AG-FS-1023 Sowbugs, millipedes, 
and centipedes in the house. 

Harvesting and planting nuts-People are calling for 
information about the edibility of various nuts as well as 
harvest and storage for later use. Hazelnuts, black walnuts 
and butternuts are the most common edible nuts; Ohio 
buckeye, horsechestnut and bitternut hickory, the most 
common inedible ones. 

To plant the nuts (seeds): it's easiest to simply plant 
them outdoors this fall, allowing them to receive the neces
sary cold treatment naturally. Lay some chicken wire over 
the planted area to discourage squirrels from digging them 
up and replanting them elsewhere. Or, keep the nuts in cool, 
moist storage over the winter months, then plant them 
outdoors next spring. 

Leaf spot on basswood/linden caused by several 
different fungi have been unusually common this year. The 
spotting is different from the more common abiotic scorch. 
With scorch the necrotic (dead) area is primarily along the 
leaf margins. The fungi which cause leaf spots develop ran
domly over the leaf as small (1 to 2 mm) dark brown spots 
which may coalesce to encompass large areas of the leaf. 
No control is recommended at this time. Removal ofleaves 
may be helpful. Trees will benefit from thorough watering 
this fall before freeze up if rain is insufficient. 

Fruit flies-These small, 1/8 inch long, tannish flies are 
attracted to overripe fruits and vegetables. Soft drink 
residue, syrup and ~imilar products may also be an attrac
tant. Disposal of infested material is the best control. 
Properly store or use up food to prevent infestations. 
Insecticides such as pyrethrins kill adult flies but do not 
prevent more fruit flies from returning if there is an infested 
source. 116 

Harvesting and storing squash and melons
Muskmelons should slip readily off the vine when they're 
ripe. In fact, they just about jump into your hands when you 
pick them off the ground. Squash and pumpkins are a little 
harder to figure out. You must harvest them before frost 
since they have little or no frost tolerance. As long as the 
vines are still alive, however, the longer you leave winter 
squash and pumpkins in the field, the tougher their rinds 
will become. And the tougher the rind, the better they will 
store. 

Leave a few inches of stem attached to pumpkins and 
squash when harvesting them, to reduce entry of rotting 
organisms. Keep them in a warm room for a week to ten 
days before putting them in cool storage, spread out for 
good air circulation. 

Sphinx moths-A number of questions have arisen about 
hummingbird-like moths hovering and darting around flow
ers, especially petunias. The insect in question is a species 
of sphinx moth, possibly white-lined sphinx. It is good 
sized with the body about 1 to 1-1/2 inches long. This is not 
to be confused with hummingbird moths and bumble bee 
moths, also sphinx moths. These moths are smaller and 
have clear front wings compared to white-lined sphinx 
moths. Sphinx moths are nectar feeders, like most moths, 
and are harmless to flowers. 

Crabapples blooming-In the metro area some cra
bapples and a few other spring-blooming woody plants are 
sending out new blossoms in September. Unfortunately, 
those are next spring's blooms, coming out prematurely 
because weather conditions tricked the trees into behaving 
as if dormancy is over, and spring is beginning. It shouldn't 
cause any permanent harm to the trees. 

Other common calls include powdery mildew on 
many plants, fall lawn care (hold off seeding now; sodding 
is still OK, as is weed control and fertilizing), wild berry and 
shrub identifications, overwintering tender bulbs such as 
cannas, dahlias, gladiolus, etc. (See AG-FS-1117, Storing 
Tender Bulbs and Bulblike Structures), foreign grain 
beetles!, wasps, fleas, Indianmeal moths, apple scab, lawn 
diseases, and oak wilt. 

Cynthia Ash 
Plant Pathology 

Jeffrey Hahn 
Entomology 

Deborah Brown 
Horticulture 
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NORTHERN MINNESOTA 
1990 BEDDING PLANT CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 16 
Area Vo-Tech Institute 

Duluth, Minnesota 

OCTOBER 17 
Brainerd Public Library 

· 5th and Maple 
Brainerd, Minnesota 

OCTOBER 18 
Bergen's Greenhouse 

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

(Similar program, 3 locations) 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS YEAR'S CONFERENCE IS TO 
INFORM PARTICIPANTS ABOUT: 

./ Greenhouse Temperatures (DIF) and Insect Response 

./ Soilless Mixes and Root Rot Suppression 

./ Use of Greenhouse Temperatures to Control Plant Height (DIF) 

./ Review Water Quality Problems in Greenhouses 

REGISTRATION 
Duluth-$15.00 (notebook, lunch) 
Brainerd-$10.00 
Detroit Lakes-$10.00 

SPONSORS 
The University of Minnesota 
Minnesota Extension Service 

J .R. Johnson's Wholesale 
(coffee and rolls compliments of J.R. Johnson) 

Advanced Registration required only at Duluth Location 
For more information contact the following County Extension Offices: 

Bob Olen, St. Louis County Extension Office: 218-726-7512 
Jim Rabehl, Crow Wing County Extension Office: 218-828-3980 
Lisa Azton, Becker County Extension Office: 218-84 7 -3141 

Frank L. Pfleger 
Extension Plant Pathologist 
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