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MISCELLANEOUS 

BLACKLIGHT TRAP CAPTURES-The following table summarizes the captures made last week. August 17-23. 

Nightly captured 
District Location European corn borer Armyworm 

Average 

NW Crookston 
WC Fergus Falls 
c Glencoe 
c Olivia 
SW Lamberton 
SW Worthington 
SW S. Lamberton 
SC Blue Earth 
SC LeSeuer 
SC Montgomery 
SC Waseca 
SC Clarks Grove 
SC Calendonia 
SE Randolph 
SE Mankato 
SE Goodhue 

DIAL U HIGHLIGHTS 

County Agents Please Alert Master 
Gardeners of the Following Items 

19 
4 

37 
59 
83 
59 

194 
52 
89 
22 
82 
50 
23 
13 
47 

Oak ProblemS--Several calls have come in concerning brown
ing and defoliation pf entire or significant portions of oak trees. 
The major concern is whether or not the trees have oak wilt. Oak 

High Average High 

80 T 1 
6 1 2 

62 2 3 
171 1 6 
202 

70 2 

310 T 
107 
156 1 2 
50 1 1 

130 T 1 
148 T 2 
48 
18 
86 2 6 

-Ken Ostlie 
Extension Entomologist 

wilt symptoms on red oaks include rapid wilting of the affected 
trees beginning at the top of the tree. The leaves wilt from the 
tips to the base and fallen leaves are likely to be brown around 
the tip and green at the base. On cross-sections of affected 
branches, brown discoloration of the springwood vessels and 
brown streaking on the outside of the wood may also be 
observed. White oaks may survive for several years with 
uniformly brown leaves appearing during the growing season 
and affected branches eventually dying back one or two at a 
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contact Extension Plant Patholo at 612-625-6290 
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time. For more information on oak wilt, see publication NR-MI-
3174, Oak Wilt in Minnesota. 
A similar pattern of symptoms may occur on drought stressed oaks 
infected with Armillaria root rot and colonized by two-lined 
chestnut borer. Oak trees that are killed by this condition decline 
over a several week period. Signs of Armillaria infection include 
development of white mycelial fans and black, shoe string-like 
rhizomorphs under the bark at the base of the trunk. Honey
colored mushrooms often develop in close proximity to the tree. 
If colonization of the borer has occurred, its galleries can also be 
seen under the bark of large branches and main trunk. 
Two-lined chestnut borer (T-LCB) damage is apparent in red, 
white, and bur oaks, and also ironwood trees. They first attack the 
crown; dieback can resemble oak wilt. One way to differentiate 
between the two is to check dead branches for meandering 
tunnels; this indicates attack by T-LCB . Unhealthy trees are most 
likely to be attacked and can be killed by this insect. Prune 
infested branches two feet into healthy tissue to remove the borer. 
Remove trees that have been killed by T-LCB. Watering and 
fertilizing can help increase the vigor of the tree and help it to 
tolerate this insect The University of Wisconsin has a fact sheet 
on this subject. People interested in a copy can contact Dial-U. 
Lawns-We're getting lots oflawn questions again, particularly 
regarding the timing of fertilization, weed-killing and re-seeding. 
If broad-leaf weed killers are used, you must wait several weeks 
to seed-and seed should be planted by mid-September at the 
latest, in southern Minnesota. When glyphosate (Roundup or 
Kleen-up) is used, seed can be planted as soon as the weeds are 
dead ... no carry over problems. 
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Fertilizing may be done at the same time as seeding, using a starter 
fertilizer or a mild, organic fertilizer such as Milorganite. You 
need not wait between seeding and fertilizing. Once you seed, 
though, use NO herbicides. 
Strawberry root weevils remain the most frequent insect question. 
Complaints should begin declining by the end of August. Recent 
conversations with several pest control companies indicate that 
exterior applications of Tempo and Demon (both unavailable to 
the public) are quite effective against weevils. Homedwellers that 
are desperate can contact an extenninator. 
Transplanting/Harvesting- We're also getting a number of 
calls about transplanting perennials and shrubs, and when to 
harvest various fruits and vegetables. Shrubs are probably best 
left till early spring, but many spring or early-summer blooming 
perennials may be moved now. 
Harvest frequently to keep plants productive as long as possible. 
Some produce should be completely ripe when picked (e.g., 
watermelon) while others (muskmelon, tomato) will ripen satis
factorily indoors if picked a few days early. Many veggies are 
ready to eat at any stage (green pep~r. cukes, summer squash), 
but should be picked before they get seedy. 
Katydid-We have received complaints concerning insects that 
'sit in the tops of trees and make a racket all night' Although not 
appreciated by everyone, this is the singing of a katydid. The 
males rub their wings together to create a rapid pulsed sound. 
People annoyed by their songs can only wait until they quit. 
Other common calls Include squash vine borers and carpen
ter ants. 

Dan Gillman 
Plant Pathology 

Jeffrey Hahn 
Entomology 

Deborah Brown 
Horticulture 
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