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EUROPEAN CORN BORER-Both average and maximum 
nightly captures of European com borer adults have declined 
during the last week. This indicates that the first flight of adults 
has peaked and larval numbers are beginning to increase in 
fields . It has been a surprise as to how long the peak has 
stretched out this Spring that's giving us more potential for 
economic infestations than we would have earlier thought. 

Growers are encouraged to scout their fields during the next two 
weeks at three to five day intervals for European com borer 
infestations. 

-Ken Ostlie 
Extension Entomologist 

For more information regarding the Plant Pest Newsletter 
contact Extension Plant Pathology at 612-625-6290 
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POTATO 

CO LO RADO POTATO BEETLE-Last week's heat really experimental plots this week. Larval counts exceed 20/plant in 
pushed thedevelopmentoflarvaeatarapidrate. There are eggs some cases. 
and 1st through 4th stage larvae in fields where control has not -Dave Noetzel 
been undertaken. We have up to 50% defoliation in untreated Extension Entomologist 

WHEAT 

WHEAT STEM MAGGOT- "White heads" can be com
monly observed in wheat throughout the valley. They are also 
present in numerous wild and tame grasses in CRP and native 
prairie. However the infestation levels are from 1/ 10 to 1/30 of 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PLANT DISEASE CLINIC 

WHEAT STREAK MOSAIC VIRUS (WSMV)-Wheatstreak 
mosaic virus has now been confirmed to be present in a spring 
wheat sample submitted from Polk County. 

SOYBEANS/RHIZOCTONIA ROOT ROT-Several samples 
have been confirmed. In several cases, the saproots were badly 

those we observed in 1988. We have the second year of a study 
of simulated wheat stem maggot injury in progress and we hope 
to have data summaries of three years work for winter meetings. 

-Dave Noetzel 
Extension Entomologist 

decayed and stem lesions were severe. Deep planting into 
moisture, cool soil temperatures, and delayed plant emergence 
have contributed to disease infection. 

-Jill D. Pokorny 
Director 

Plant Disease Clinic 

BLACKLIGHT TRAP CAPTURES-The following table summarizes the captures made last week. June 28 thru July 3. 

District Location 

NW Crookston 
WC Fergus Falls 
c Glencoe 
c Olivia 

SW Worthington 
SW S. Lamberton 
SC Blue Earth 
SC LeSeuer 
SC Montgomery 
SC Clarks Grove 
SC Waseca 
SC Calendonia 
SE Randolph 
SE Mankato 
SE Goodhue 
SC Sleepy Eye 

Nightly captured 
European corn borer Armyworm 
Average High Average High 

4 10 

3 6 
2 4 

23 30 
T 1 
5 9 
2 3 
3 8 
4 7 

12 19 
2 3 
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19 
9 
2 
3 
4 
T 

10 
3 
5 
6 
1 
7 
1 
1 
3 

11 

50 
14 
4 

16 
6 
1 

29 
9 

13 
11 
2 

14 
2 
4 
7 

30 

-Ken Ostlie 
Extension Entomologist 



QRASSHOPPER UPDATE 
I 

BIOLOGY-Large numbers of adult twostriped grasshoppers 
are now present in most grasshopper control zones. In some 
areas considerably more than half the populations became adult 
this past week since development was sped along by the high 
temperatures. 

We are also seeing small numbers of adult redlegged grasshop
pers along with large numbers of their nymphal stages. 

·Growers will have a much more difficult time coping with the 
adult hoppers because of their mobility. Because large numbers 
now can move from the permanent egg sites (CRP, roadsides, 
etc.) it will be necessary to move control to these sources. 

It also may be necessary now to increase the insecticide dosages 
but be careful not to exceed the label dosages. We have not seen 
failures of any of the insecticides when they were used as 
labeled and if performance is excellent with what you are using 
there is no need to increase dosage. Gallonages of total spray 
per acre maybe should be increased if one was using less than 
five gallons per acre earlier. 

We nave had a number of calls this past week discussing when 
it is no longer profitable to spray small grain because of the 
drought conditions. There is no simple answer for this. Should 

INSECTICIDES 

ASANA XL ON HOME GARDENS-As always, with more 
insecticide application comes drift problems and occasional 
overspray of garden vegetables and fruits. Asana XL has a large 
number of vegetable labels and when one follows the pre
harvest interval for the given vegetable, the treated vegetable 
can be consumed. 

Strawberries are not on the Asana XL label so it is not legal to 

DIAL U HIGHLIGHTS 

Slime molds have been making their seasonal debut in shady 
lawn areas and strawberry patches. These fungi are not parasitic 
and come in several colors, forms and sizes. In North America 
there are several hundred species of slime molds. Slime molds 
may be washed, brushed or raked from the plants they are on. 

Our scorching heat wave has brought up the question of wa
tering lawns again. People are very leery of letting grass go 
dormant after seeing the results of last year's heat and drought. 

Continue to water newly seeded or sodded lawns on a regular 
basis. On hot days it's a good idea to "syringe" the grass- just 
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government disaster programs as in 1988 become available 
there is a stipulation that one must make rea onable attempts to 
protect the crop. At the same time if you do not have a potential 
for at least 20 bushel wheat and you do not have currently 
adequate moisture for the next week or so you may wish to rai e 
the threshold. That is to say you won't treat at 8 adult hoppers/ 
sq yd but at some higher level. 

There is every indication that potential for grasshopper damage 
to row crops continues to be very high. As grain ripens and 
harvest proceeds, row crops will need to be closely monitored. 
It would not be at all surprising, in view of the high numbers of 
hoppers, to see soybean, for example, require more Llmn one 
insecticide application. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS-There have been no additional 
funds from either state or federal for matching money for 
grasshopper control to date. Control discussions, however, 
should continue to be made on the various values involved. 
Cost of control vs. economic benefit, efficacy of insecticide, the 
comparative safety and wildlife values involved, all should be 
factored into the control decision. 

-Dave Noetzel 
Extension Entomologist 

treat them. Strawberries should not be marketed with Asana 
residues. 

In light of the vegetable labels and the short pre-harvest interval, 
the risk from Asana residues on non labeled crops is minimal. 
However it is not legal to use any pesticide on a site that is not 
on the label. 

-Dave Noetzel 
Extension Entomologist 

water it enough to cool the blades-for a few minutes in the 
afternoon. This is in addition to regular, deeper watering. 

Plant galls-People are noticing galls on a variety of trees, 
including maple velvet gall, cotton wood petiole gall, hackberry 
nipple gall, ash flower gall, and mite galls on elm. Galls are 
rarely damaging to healthy, mature trees and their control is 
usually made to protect the trees' appearance. Treatment is not 
effective after the galls are seen. Control is generally applied in 
the spring. The specific gall will determine the insecticide and 
the timing to be used. 



DIAL U HIGHLIGHTS/Continued 

Tomatoes and other garden plants are coming in with herbi
cide damage. Hot, windy weather has increased the likelihood 
of drifting vapor or droplets of weed-killers onto desirable 
plants. Since herbicides are less effective at high tempera
tures-wait till autumn to use them in the yard. 

Aphids continue to be a problem on elm, ash , tomatoes, bass
wood and many other plants. The aphids in elm have been 
identified as the wooly elm aphids, Erisoma americana. A 
different type of woolly aphid is responsible for the ash com
plaints, although it is uncertain which one. Both woolly aphids 
cause leaf curl and secrete large amounts of white waxy mate
rial which is readily seen when examining aphid-infested leaves. 
The presence of aphids' natural enemies, such as ladybugs, help 
reduce aphid numbers, making chemical control unnecessary. 
It is justified to control heavy aphid populations on young trees 
particularly the wooly aphids as the curled leaves help protect 
the aphids from natural enemies and the elements. If control is 

.. 

desirable, use acephate (Orthene) or dimethoate (Cygan); a 
hard stream of water can also be used for exposed aphid . 

False Japanese beetles have been quite common lately. 
They look very similar to Japanese beetles which do not occur 
in Minnesota. False Japanese beetles feed on the leaves of many 
trees and shrubs, but rarely cause damage. Control i not 
suggested. 

Other common calls include carpenter ants, home-invad
ing weevils, Dutch elm disease, verticillium wilt, and abiotic 
problems followed by secondary diseases. 

Cynthia Ash Deborah Brown 
Plant Pathology Horticulture 

Jeffrey Hahn 
Entomology 
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