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Duluth author takes a new look at motherhood
By David Beard on Sep 19, 2014 at 3:22 p.m.

Children grow up thinking that their mother's love is unconditional. No matter how many mudpies they make as kindergarteners and no
matter how many hasty, possibly dangerous risks they take as teenagers, their mothers will always love them. As Sarah LaChance
Adams, a Duluth-area author and assistant professor at the University of Wisconsin-Superior, writes, "Maternal love and care are
supposed to be a given. This is one of those rare, mutual assumptions shared by scientists and poets alike." But as we grow older, as we
become parents ourselves, we understand that a mother's love is more than we understood as children.

LaChance Adams has been reflecting on motherhood for the last half-dozen years and the fruit of her work was published recently by
Columbia University Press in "Mad Mothers, Bad Mothers, & What a 'Good' Mother Would Do."

"Maternal love is a complex picture that includes conflicting impulses and emotions," LaChance Adams writes. She believes that
mothers, fathers and everyone else could benefit from reflecting on the experience of motherhood.

LaChance Adams develops the idea of "maternal ambivalence" in which mothers hold simultaneous desires both to nurture and to reject
their children. Every mother needs to care, to be cared for and maintain independence. A mother's character is shown by how she
negotiates the tension between her independence and her responsibility to others. In the end, everyone's character might be revealed by
how they respond to this same tension.
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LaChance Adams is herself deeply active in community work. She has coordinated a social justice lecture series at UWS that has
addressed environmental justice, labor and other issues facing our community. In that sense, she models for her students that
responsibility to others.

As a philosopher, meanwhile, she maintains a fiercely independent voice. "Philosophy has a long history of ignoring, misunderstanding
and denigrating pregnancy, childbirth and motherhood," she writes. Her books, including last year's "Coming to Life: Philosophies of
Pregnancy, Childbirth and Mothering," seek to correct these problems and fill these gaps.

LaChance Adam’s work will be the subject of a special discussion at the annual meeting of the Minnesota Philosophical Society Oct. 4 at
the University of Minnesota Duluth. She will be joined by Ashley Dressel of St. Scholastica and Dana Rognlie of Concordia in Moorhead.
More information can be found at www.d.umn.edu/phil/main/mps.php (http://www.d.umn.edu/phil/main/mps.php) .

David Beard is an associate professor of rhetoric at the University of Minnesota Duluth.
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