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Alumni Choose Saturday, June 13, for Midsummer Reunion 
Bronze Tablet Will Be Dedicated in Memorial Grove 

Rolle£ A. Trovatten '10, recently 
appointed commissioner of Agricul
ture, Dairy and Food, will be the 
chief speaker at the evening pro
gram of the Midsummer Reunion 
at University Farm in the Audi
toritml on Saturday, 

in Smith's Park on the third Satur
day in June. 

The Worthington 
brate their reunion 
Sunday m June 

Aggies cele
on the third 
at Ludlow's 

The reunion for counties in west
ern Minnesota will be held at 
Smith's Park, Montevideo, Minne
sota, on Sunday, June 21, 1931. 

June 13, says Kenneth 
Chapman '26, program 
chairman. 

Howard Friese ts 
chairman of athletics. 
He has arranged for a 
student-faculty kittenball 
game to begin at 2 :30 
o'clock. 

Nels Hansoq and John 
Marrs make up the dance 
committee which has en
gaged a peppy orchestra. 
The dance will begin at 
9 :oo o'clock and the ad
mis~ion is $1 per couple. 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
Larson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Franc Daniels, and Mr. 
and Mrs. W. E. Peter
sen will be chaperones 
for the occasion. Muriel 
Bassett is in charge of 
the refreshments. 

Charles Head, Erhardt 
Bremer, and Harry Mar
shall are members of 
the general arrangement 
committee for the re
umon. 

A feature of the day 
which should be of es
pecial interest "to war
time students arid alumni 
is the dedication of the 
Memorial Grove on 
Cleveland and Carter to 
the memory of the boys 
who lost their lives in 
the war. It is hoped 
that many of their 
friends will be present. 

Mr. Elmer Larson, Montevideo, 
Nursery. was elected arrangement chairman. 

BE A FINISHER 
We admire a finisher. Most finishers succeed. Too 

many people start and plan great things but lack the 
courage and endurance to carry through. Most of us 
have heard people speak of persons whom they called 
"lucky." Usually, if you will get the facts you will find 
this "lucky' person is the one who at 18 or 20 was plan
ning on wbat he or she would be doing at 30 or 40, and 
not only planning, but starting on the plans and staying 
through to the FINISH. 

Success in life consists in making the most of the best 
that is in you, learning to direct yourselves with a view 
to the future. Do not follow the path of least resistance, 
of aimless drifting, of indecision. Make definite pbtns for 
the future, get into action and stay with the job through 
pleasure and disappointment, sunshine and shadow, right 
up through the finish. Don't sacrifice the future for the 
present. Some young folks can't continue on with their 
education because they bought a car, because they had to 
have this or that in order to be happy-sacrificing their 
future in order to satisfy their immediate desires. 

You young folks who are students of the School of 
Agriculture have made your plans, have swung into 
action and are now well along the road toward Accom
plishment. Do not lose faith or courage, carry on, be a 
FINISHER. 

The old school will open for the fall term of its 43rd 
year on Monday, September 28. Put that date into your 
plans NOW and you'll be in the lineup for registration. 
Are you going to be a FINISHER? Of course! You're 
an Aggie, and Aggies are finishers. Better send in your 
room deposit fee of $2 early in order to insure a place 
for yourself in the dormitory. Do that right now and 
you will be here September 28 for another good year at 
the Aggie School. J. 0. CHRISTIANSON. 

BE A FINISHER 

Other members of this 
committee are: H. H. 
Kalmoe, Montevideo, 
Lynn Sheldon, Madison, 
and Peter Hoff, Granite 
Falls. This committee 
is also going to act as 
program committee. 

J. R. Thorn 'o7 and 
Mrs. Thorn, nee Alice 
Adkins 'o8, visited Uni
versity Farm on May I. 
Mr. Thorn is with the 
Minneapolis M o I in e 
Power Implement Com
pany. 

Harold Gee '25 is 
far.miog . near Storm 
Lake, Iowa. 

G. J. Fingerson 'o2 is 
a landscape ga·rdener in 
Minneapolis. 

W. A. Schmidt 'o8 
farms near Osseo. 

Kenneth Wollan, for
merly Y. M. C. A. sec
retary at University 
Farm, will be student 
pastor in a Fargo Lu
theran church upon his 
graduation from Luther 
Seminary in St. Anthony 
Park, this spring. 

Henry G. Schwer
mann '26 is graduated 
as a doctor of veterinary 
science from the Iowa 
State College at Ames 

W. F. Hammargren 'IS, is pro
moting the Pine County Aggie re
union at Pine Lake, west of Fin
layson, on June 14. 

Aggies in the western part of the 
state are planning to meet at the 
annual picnic held at Montevideo 

Reunions are being planned in 
Jackson, Houston, Nicollet, Otter
tail and Goodhue counties. As soon 
as plans are known, information 
will be sent to the local papers 
from the ,principal'!i Office. Watch 
the Papers! 

in June. On June IS 
he will be established in 
New Ulm, Minnesota, as 
veterinary doctor. Mrs. 

Schwermann, who has been teach
ing iri the high school at Storn1 
Lake, Iowa, will join him there. 

Sherman Johnson '19 is chief of 
the Department of Agricultural 
Economics at Brookings, South 
Dakota. 
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We sincerely hope that every 
Aggie is working with the Coun
ty Agent wherever possible in 
promoting 4H Club work, com
munity organizations, and being 
helpful in every way in promot
ing the general county extension 
program. It is only by so doing 
that you get the greatest benefit 
as individuals and as communi
ties. 

One county agent said last 
week, "Aggies in this county 
work with me 100 per cent. I 
wish we had more Of them." 

Fine ! Keep it up. That is 
why the School of Agriculture is 
so outstanding in its work. The 
students actually go back to the 
farm and there actively and in
telligently take their place in the 
ranks: J. 0 . Christianson. 

Honor Scholarship Society Elects 
Members 

To possess native ability is a gift 
of the gods for which one may be 
humble and thankful. How that 
gift has been used is the subject of 
the parable of the talents. And the 
moral of that parable is as true 
today as when it was written. 

When the student of native abil
ity is industrious and willing to be 
helpful then he shares his good for
tune with the group and gains re
gard from it. To reward the stu
dent, who combines industry and 
helpfulness with native ability, with 
recognition, the Honor Scholarship 
Society was organized at the School 
of Agriculture. 

At the close of each term, the 
faculty committee recommends for 
associate membership 5 per cent of 
the freshmen having the highest 
scholarship rating, and possessing 
leadership, and who, in their con
duct, support the best traditions 
of the school. At this time, 10 per 
cent of the juniors are nominated 
to associate membership. 

At the close of the school year. 
I 5 per cent of the graduates and I 5 
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per cent of the intermediates are 
nominated to active membership in 
the same way. 

These nominations are presented 
to the executive committee of the 
Honor Scholarship Society which 
has authority to accept or reject 
these nominees for membership. 

The members of the faculty com
mittee are: Dr. Andrew Boss, chair
man, Professor L. B. Bassett, and 
Professor Alvin H. Larson. The 
executirJe committee of the Honor 
Scholarship Society are : Walford 
Mattson '23, president; William 
Dankers '25, vice; president; and 
William Brown '23, secretary. 

Students who were elected to 
active membership at the close of 
the winter term are, .as follows: 
intermediates, Reo Swanson, Ber
tram Warnes, Harry Marshall, Wil
bur Peterson, and Ira Takle; and 
seniors, Gertrude Esteros, Gerritt 
Douwsma, Volney Olson, Arthur 
Foster, Oren Shelley, Barbara Hall
quist, Phillip Bredberg. Milton 
Johnson, Merle Jondahl, Thomas 
McMurray. Margaret Grace, Myrtle 
Sunness, Allen Baughman, and Er
hardt Poppe. 

Those students elected to asso
ciate membership are the following: 
jzlniors. Gerald McKay, Max 
Hinds, Julia Hoven, Alma Joseph
son, Edgar Ober, Fer! Lindsay. 
Goodwin Sonstegaard, Herman Im
dieke. Clarence W ass, W ayva Baus
tian, Andrew Teigen. Fremont 
Buchanan, Dale Hansberger. Ar
nold Shute, Clair Gilbertson, Ralph 
Harrison, Alford M·edin, Winton 
Pooley. Milton Swenson, and Carl 
Pinney; freshmen, Esther Nelson, 
Everett Dexter. Carl E. Anderson, 
Kermit Olson, Elna Ward, Ralph 
Mimbach, Arthur Mattson, Ruth 
Mattson, Jeffery Eide, Ralph Bur
leigh. and Arthur Eckblad. 

Those students who are associate 
members must maintain high schol
arship in order to be elected active 
members from the senior or inter
mediate class. 

Editor 

Project Work in Soutbeutem 
Minnesota 

Girla Will Be Boys 
Summer project work is required 

of the boys. Thirty-one girls in 
southeastern Minnesota have elected 
to do project work, this summer. 
They feed beef and dairy calves, 
raise lambs and chicks, and grow 
gardens where vegetables as well as 
flowers are planted. They make 
enthusiastic 4H Club leaders. Three 
of these are county leaders. 

More than one hundred homes 
have been visited by the project 
supervisor in this part of the state. 
One or more Aggie students have 
been called on in each home. The 
records kept and the work started 
speak highly of the quality of the 
work this year. 

Twenty-seven boys and girls in 
Goodhue County alone are enrolled 
in project work 

The splendid co-operation of all 
the departments of the School with 
the supervisors makes the work 
especially effective. 

P. L. Johnsrud. 

Gertrude Esteros was the re
cipient of $35 as the winner of the 
Caleb Dorr cash prize given to that 
senior who has maintained the high· 
est five-term average in the senior 
class. C..ertrude's scholarship has 
been uniformly high, the pnxluct of 
sustained effort. 

The latest cash prizes awarded 
from the Caleb Dorr Scholarship 
fund are to those five students in 
the School of Agriculture, regard
less of classification, who have 
maintained the highest scholarship 
during the winter term of 1931. 
These amounts were awarded to 
the following students in the order 
of scholarship: Gertrude Esteros 
'31, $7.50; Geralq McKay '33, $6; 
Gerritt Douwsma '31, $5; Barbara 
Hallquist '31, $4; and Max Hinds 
'32, $2.50. 
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Northeastem Projects 
"Oh! Hello there! You're one 

person I've been expecting to see 
for many days. I have about a 
dozen things I want to talk to you 
about. In this project . . . etc." 

This is one of the many cheerful 
greetings I have received at several" 
homes each day as I've been mak
ing my first call on the project stu
dents. Such a greeting is one of 
the most pleasant ones to hear be
cause it shows immediately that the 
student is interested in the school 
work. They are not interested only 
as individuals, but as a "school fam
jly" and as communities as well. 
Everywhere I have greetings 
sent with me to other friends 
and schoolmates. 

Community interest and en
thu ;iasm is one of the finest and 
most effective ways of keeping 
Ag folks together and giving 
prospective students an interest 
in the school. A good example 
of this is found in Pine County 
in the Askov Community (Amer
ica's Denmark). In this com
munity the Jensen families and 
the Buck family and several 
others are keeping up the Aggie 
spirit, and gaining the interest 
of young people and parents 
who want their sons and daug-h
ters to get a good education. 
The activities of the Pine County 
Alumni Association, headed by 
Alvin Jensen, are bringing 
county-wide results and getting 
the attention of neighboring 
counties as well. 

Former students who have not 
been back in school for one or 
two years are carryi~1g project 
work quite extensively this sum
mer. It is their aim to come 
back to graduate. The possibil
ities for projects are very exten
sive and can be available to al
most all students who really are 
interested. 

Many of the 4H Oub leaders 
of various counties are school 
graduates. In Douglas County 
we find Arvid Sponber~ carrying 
on some very good 4H Club work. 
Community leaders are very com
monly ~aduates of the School of 
Agriculture. 

Throughout the districts I find 
these graduates very interested in 
the School and thev are endeavor
in~ to make it even· bigger and bet
ter by urging more young folks to 
gain from the opportunities offered. 

Phillip Swenson. 

Scholarship Prize for Com 
Contest 

A scholarship prize of $75 in the 
School of Agriculture, University 
Farm, St. Paul. has been offered by 
the Farmers' Co-operative Elevator 
Association of Faribault County to 
the Faribault County boy who 
raises the greatest number of bush
els of matured corn on five acres of 
land in the county. with the use of 
commercial fertilizers. The an
nouncement is made by Van M. 
Storm, county agent, to whom has 
been given the task of supervising 
the contest, including the registra
tion of the contestants, the recom-

N. J. Holmberg '13 

Representative from 23rd Legislative Dis
trict in 1907, 1909, 19II, and · 1913. State 
Senator, 1915, 1917. Appointed to board of 
grain appeals, January I , I9I9. Appointed 
Commissioner of Agriculture, June I, I9I9. 
Appointed Commissioner of Agriculture, Dairy 
and Food, June I, I92~. Now Chairman, 
Board of Directors of Mtnnesota Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of St. Paul. 

mending of fertilizers, the checking 
upon the fields, the harvesting of 
the crops, and the marking of the 
final records. The aim of the con
test is to improve the quality of 
corn grown in the county and to re
duce the costs of production. 

The Fanners' Elevator· companies 
are those of Elmore, Guckeen. Kies
ter. Frost, Bricelyn, Blue Earth. 
and Winnebago. 
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Northwestem Projects 
Project work is again well under 

wity in southwestern Minnesota. A 
large variety of projects are being 
carried on, the soils project being 
one of the popular projects. The 
home life improvement project is 
especially popular this year. and to 
date three people have been visited 
who are beautifying the home sur
roundings by building a home park. 

Quite a few of the boys are car
rying cost of production projects on 
crops or livestock. If farming is 
considered from a business stand
point, as it should be, then such 
projects are definitely helpful and 

very much worth while. 
With the idea of operating at 

maximum efficiency some boys 
are keeping cost records on their 
tractor. 

The project work done in the 
form of community improvement 
is of utmost importance. Many 
Aggies are helping 4H work 
along, some by acting as county 
leaders, others as local leaders, 
and some merely as general as
sistants. Baseball projects, liter
ary societies, conducting commu
nity picnics, young people's so
cieties in churches, are some of 
the other forn1s of community 
activities in which the Aggies 
function. A two-fold value 
exists in community projects in 
that it benefits the community 
and at the same time provides a 
wonderful training in community 
organization for the student 
sponsoring such a project. 

Whatever the projects may be 
that the students carry, it allows 
them an opportunity to put into 
practice some of the information 
gathered and also provides an 
opportunity to add to this infor
mation by · actual experience 
gained. 

Wm. Dankers. 

Ten Aggies are putting into 
practice theories presented to 
them in their rich and varied 
class work at the School of 

Agriculture. These ten are Aggies 
who are engaged, as follows, as 
county 4H Club leaders : Esther 
P~ters, Murray; Lily Drews, Scott; 
Sophie Boerboom, Pipestone; Hilda 
Bartelt, Goodhue; Esther Kunerth, 
Olmsted; Alma Josephson, Wash
ington: Fred N. Johnson. Henne
pin; Lillian Wilson, Nobles; Wayva 
Baustian, Nicollet; and Arvid Spon
berg. Douglas. 
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The Alumni Association Propoeea 
Alumni Building 

Class of 1911 Entertained 

The alumni meeting held at the 
School of Agriculture on Tuesday, 
March 24, was one of the most 
successful meetings in the history 
of the Association. The attendance 
was much better than usual. The 
class reunions were very successful 
and well attended. The class of 
1891 was represented by only three 
members. The class of 1901 was 
represented by nine members. This 
class held its reunion in Room 202, 
Administration Building, and was 
well represented at the dinner. The 
class of I 91 1 had a larger repre
s~ntation than any of the other 
classes. Mr. and Mrs. Ruggles, 
godparents of this class, had made 
special effort to secure a one hun
dred per cent attendance, and while 
the attendance was not one hun
dred per cent, it was one of the 
best attended class reunion meetings 
that has ever been staged by the 
As;;ociation. This class like the 
class of 1901 was well represented 
:it 'the dinner. 

The business meeting which was 
held at 2 :oo o'clock in the Agricul
tural Engineering Building, Room 
107, was well attended and went off 
with promptness and dispatch. 

The proposed alumni building on 
the Fair Grounds received the 
major part of the discussion. The 
sentiment seemed strongly in favor 
of erecting such a building. The 
Building Committee was continued 
with instruction to renew their ef
forts in the matter of securing 
funds for such a building. 

The Association authorized the 
secretary to purchase a bronze tab
let to honor the members who lost 
their lives in the World War. This 
tablet is to be placed in Memorial 
Grove and is to be dedicated on 
June 13 at the time of the alumni 
reunion which is held on the cam
pus. Efforts are being made to 
secure the attendance of parents of 
the students at this exercise. The 
program will be given at the Memo
rial Grove and will consist of a 
dedication address by some speaker 
of prominence. 

The Committee on Alumni Direc
tory made a brief report at the 
meeting and was continued with in
struction to secure a complete direc
torv before the next annual meeting. 

Another matter that received a 
great deal of attention is the ques-

Rolle£ A. Trovatten '10 

Born in Yellow Medicine County, 
r888. Member of Legislature, 1910. 
Farmer, active in local cooperative enter
prises. Secretary-Manager of Farmers' 
Cooperative Lumber Yard at Renville, 
Minnesota. Was a candidate for Secre
tary of State in 1924 'Those who best 
know of his work to date are the most 
enthusiastic concerning his appointment," 
says Xhe F~J',. A.pro u, ~~- Ap
pointed Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Dairy and Food, April, 1931. 

tion of an alumni building on the 
campus. It is hoped that this build
ing may be financed by subscrip
tions from the members of the As
socmttOn. Mr. T. A. Hoverstad, 
class of 18go, is chairman of this 
committee and made a report of 
progress. This committee was con
tinued. 

The program at the alumni din
ner was one of the best that has 
been put on for several years. 
While the attendance at the dinner 
was not as large as was expected. 
everyone seemed to have a good 
time. The attendance at the alumni 
dance was the best that has been 
had for many years. 

Mr. Wm. Boss was elected presi
dent to succeed himself for the com
ing year. Mr. L. B. Bassett was 
re-elected secretary. 

L. B. Bassett, 
Secretary. 

Vincent Schaefer '24 was mar
ried on March 21 to Ada Simmons, 
a graduate nurse from Spring Val
ley, Wisconsin. They are making 
their home on the Schaefer farm 
near Red Wing. 

Estelle Elson Orden Agrarian
Africa Her Home 

News from Near and Far 
From far away Africa came an 

order for a 1931 Agrarian from 
Mrs. Estelle Cook Elson. Her home 
is in Tangier, Morocco, where her 
husband is principal of a vocational 
school for boys. 

Dean Coffey will deliver com
mencement addresses at Lamberton 
on May 27 and· at Redwood Falls 
on May 28. 

Mr. J. 0. Christianson, acting 
principal of the School of Agricul
ture, will give the commencement 
address at Freeborn on May 27, at 
Echo on May 28, and at Belview 
on May 29. He will give the Memo
rial Day address at Elmhurst ceme
tery under the auspices of the 
American Legion. 

Donald Josephson '31 is playing 
baseball with the University fresh
man team. 

Walfrid Mattson '28 is pitching 
for the Varsity baseball team. 
"Mattson pitched a fine game for 
the Gophers striking out nine 
Northwestern batsmen while Phyfe, 
Blue pitcher, threw out six of the 
local swatsers," says the .Minnesota 
Daily of M~y 9· 

Employed at the Franc A. Dan
iels Nursery at Long Lake are the 
following Aggies : Lynn Atkinson, 
Floyd Scharberg, John Dunnwald. 
Walter Wogenson, Axel Hansen, 
Everett Dexter, Ralph Burleigh, 
Earl Nelson, and Mary Dunnwald. 

Muriel Bassett returned on April 
12 to St. Anthony Park from a 
three weeks'. visit at the Clementson 
home at Zumbrota. 

Vivian Runyon and Elizabeth 
Bennion visited friends near Zum
brota early in April. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Asleson, 
both of '29, have moved onto a 
quarter section of Wabasha Cottn
ty's best farn1 land this spring and 
will make their home there. 

Wilfred Auge '33 manages the 
home farm near Rosemount. 

Herman Nielsen '26 is re-elected 
to teach in the Sherburn High 
School. 

Thomas McMurray '31 is travel
ing salesman ior Wm. McMtltray 
and Co~pany, grocery wholesalers. 
His territory is western Minnesotl 
and eastern South Dakota. 

Miss Laura Matson is spending a 
few weeks at Camp Izatys, Onamia, 
Minn., as manager of the camp. 
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