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Mark D. Anderson is Assistant Professor in the Department of Romance
Languages at the University of Georgia. He specializes in contemporary
Latin American literature and culture, focusing on Mexico and Brazil. His
research includes nature and nation building, the cultural processes of
modernity in Latin America, nature writing and Ecopoetics, and disaster
narratives. He is the author of Disaster Writing: The Cultural Politics of
Catastrophe in Latin America (2011). He has published work in the Bulletin
of Spanish Studies, Revista de Estudios Hispánicos, and Symposium, among
other venues.
Santa Arias is Associate Professor in the Department of Spanish and
Portuguese at the University of Kansas. She specializes in the spatiality of
the colonial experience in Latin America. Her research includes the
Enlightenment and colonial religion, Spanish American Independence
movements, and historical textualities. Her books include the monograph
Retórica, historia y polémica: Bartolomé de las Casas y la tradición
intelectual renacentista (2001) and three co-edited volumes: Mapping
Colonial Spanish America: Places and Commonplaces of Identity, Culture
and Experience (2002), Approaches to Teaching the Writings of Bartolomé
de las Casas (2008), and The Spatial Turn: Interdisciplinary Perspectives
(2008).
Ivonne del Valle is Assistant Professor in the Department of Spanish and
Portuguese at the University of California at Berkeley. She specializes in
Colonial Studies, with a focus on Mexico. Her research includes Baroque
and Enlightenment in colonial settings, technology and environment, and
relationships among economy and technology. Author of Escribiendo desde
los márgenes: Colonialismo y jesuitas en el siglo XVIII (2009), she has
published numerous articles and reviews in scholarly journals such as
Revista de Estudios Hispánicos, Hispanic Review, and Revista
Iberoamericana. She is currently working on a study of the drainage of the
lakes of Mexico City starting in 1607, analyzing the relationships among
technology, religion, culture, and government as articulated by the Mexicas,
the Spanish empire, and the Mexican nation.
Adriana Gordillo is Assistant Professor of Spanish at Minnesota State
University, Mankato. Her research and teaching interests include twentiethcentury Hispanic American literatures, with an emphasis on neo-baroque
aesthetics, myth, and memory. She has published a number of articles on
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Carlos Fuentes’s work and is currently editing a collaborative volume on
Hispanic Monstrosities.
Ruth Hill is Professor in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at
Vanderbilt University. Her areas of research and teaching include Colonial
and nineteenth-century Latin American history and literature, Hemispheric
Studies, Critical Race Theory, Transatlantic Studies, Early Modern Science,
Theories of Baroque and Neobaroque. She is the author of Sceptres and
Sciences in the Spains: Four Humanists and the New Philosophy (ca. 1680–
1740) (2000), Hierarchy, Commerce and Fraud in Bourbon Spanish
America (2005), and numerous essays on colonial Latin American studies
and Spanish literature.
Adrian Taylor Kane is Assistant Professor in the Department of Modern
Languages and Literatures at Boise State University. He specializes in
Ecocriticism in twentieth-century Latin American literature. His areas of
interest include the natural world in Mexican and Central American
literature, nature in Avant-Garde fiction, and postmodern Latin American
fiction. Editor of The Natural World in Latin American Literatures:
Ecocritical Essays on Twentieth-Century Writing (2010), he has also
published articles in Bulletin of Spanish Studies, Istmo, and Brújula: Revista
interdisciplinaria sobre estudios latinoamericanos.
Ilka Kressner is Assistant Professor in the Department of Languages,
Literatures and Cultures at University at Albany, SUNY. Her main area of
study is Contemporary Spanish American literature with a focus on
conceptions of space. Her research interests include non-spaces in Spanish
American short fiction, intermediality, performance, and comparative
studies of theater and film. Author of Sites of Disquiet: The Non-Space in
Spanish American Short Narratives and their Cinematic Transformations
(2013), she has published work in Hispanófila, Revista chilena de literatura,
Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, and Hispanic Journal among other venues.
Jorge Marcone is Associate Professor in the Department of Spanish and
Portuguese at Rutgers University. He specializes in the representation of the
perception of the natural world in Latin American literature, particularly
texts that reflect on the relationship of modernization to nature. His research
focuses on the rise of environmental awareness in Latin America. He is the
author of La oralidad escrita. Sobre la reivindicación y re-inscripción del
discurso oral (1997), and numerous articles published in scholarly journals
and books. He is currently working on a book on the Spanish American
Romance of the Jungle of the 1900s–1950s.
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Ana María Mutis is an Independent Scholar. She specializes in the
twentieth- and twenty-first-century Latin American novel. Her main research
interests include the natural world in Latin American contemporary fiction,
and the spatiality of violence in Colombian literature. She is the author of
several articles on contemporary Latin American literature that have
appeared in Revista Iberoamericana, Revista Canadiense de Estudios
Hispánicos, Revista Hispánica Moderna, Letras Peninsulares, and Hispanic
Poetry Review.
Elizabeth M. Pettinaroli is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Modern Literatures and Languages at Rhodes College. She specializes in the
study of space and place in the Early Modern Hispanic world. Her research
includes the study of trans-Atlantic and trans-Pacific notions of the global,
and the intersection of cartography and literature. She has published in
Colonial Latin American Review, Journal of Iberian Medieval Studies, and
Dieciocho, and her recent projects include work on transatlantic global
emplacements and literary history. She is currently at work on a book
manuscript that examines the literary articulation of place in texts and maps
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Lee Joan Skinner is Associate Professor in the Department of Modern
Languages and Literatures at Claremont McKenna College. She specializes
in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Latin American narrative and essay,
and nation building and national identity in nineteenth-century Spanish
America. Her interests include Ecocriticism and the negotiations of space in
Spanish American literature. She is the author of History Lessons:
Refiguring the Nineteenth-Century Historical Novel in Spanish America
(2006) and numerous articles in academic journals. She is currently
elaborating a book manuscript entitled “Gender and the Rhetoric of
Modernity in Spanish America, 1850–1920.”
Nicholas Spadaccini is Professor of Hispanic Studies and Comparative
Literature at the University of Minnesota. He has published books, critical
editions, articles, and collective volumes on literary and cultural criticism,
with an emphasis on early modern and contemporary Spain and colonial
Latin America. His most recent published volumes (co-edited) are
New Spain, New Literatures (2010), Hispanic Literatures and the Question
of a Liberal Education (2011), and Memory and its Discontents (2012). He
is Editor in Chief of both the Hispanic Issues series and Hispanic Issues
Online (HIOL).
Raymond Leslie Williams is Distinguished Professor in the Department of
Hispanic Studies at the University of California at Riverside. He specializes
in Latin American narrative with a focus on fiction published since 1940s.
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His latest research interests include ecocritical approaches to contemporary
Latin American fiction, the postmodern novel in Latin America, and
Colombian literature. His publications include A Companion to Gabriel
García Márquez (2010), The Twentieth-Century Spanish American Novel
(2005), Mario Vargas Llosa: Otra Historia de un Deicidio (2001), The
Writings of Carlos Fuentes (1996), The Postmodern Novel in Latin America
(1995), and The Colombian Novel, 1844–1987 (1991), among many other
books, numerous articles and book chapters.
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