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CONNECTOR: strategically 
linking people, resources, 
information, and technology to 
achieve common goals

We work with students and faculty in every 
school to advance teaching, learning, 
research and professional practice in the 
AHC

The Health Science Library is a...



COMMON GOOD: exceptional staff 
with deep expertise facilitate the 
knowledge lifecycle (discovery, use, 
creation, sharing), and solve 
information problems

We offer expertise in pedagogy, teaching with 
technology, evidence-based practice, content 
creation and online options for sharing 
research data and other products of 
scholarship

The Health Science Library is a...



CREATIVE CATALYST:  
prompting new insights into 
learning/research and offering new 
models for shared spaces

We are a leader among our research library 
peers, leveraging library specialists in 
copyright, emerging technologies, publishing 
services, media services, instructional design, 
& research data management and curation to 
facilitate new ways of learning, new modes of 
scholarship, and new research methods

The Health Science Library is a...



SERVICE-RICH 
ENVIRONMENT: Available to all

We promote a culture of scholarship that 
students and faculty need and crave, but 
cannot get in a coffee shop or student union

We offer adjacencies to resources and library 
assistance/expertise

We encourage experimentation and help 
make innovation happen

The Health Science Library is a...



A State-of-the-Art Interprofessional 
Health Science Library will...

Optimize experiential and problem-based learning through the use of virtual 
reality, print and digital resources, including interactive 3D online anatomy 
models, streaming video, and specialized online tools used in clinics and 
hospitals
Facilitate faculty development through an educational technology sandbox 
that enables faculty to try out, evaluate and integrate new technologies into 
the learning environment
Offer a technology-rich data visualization environment in which students 
learn how to visually represent data and information to more effectively 
communicate with patients and with one another
Promote a culture of scholarship, with quiet study spaces and a wide variety of 
informal collaborative spaces



A	state-of-the-art	interprofessional	
Health	Science	Library	will...

Help faculty create online learning modules
through multimedia production facilities such 
as audio- and videorecording studios
Teach students how to find and evaluate the best 
evidence within an interprofessional team to 
inform diagnoses and treatments

Assist in the development and use of open 
educational resources and facilitate an 
understanding of copyright issues and authors' 
rights



Bio-Medical Library Use
354,376 library users in FY16 (4% increase 
from FY 15)

346 classes taught to 7,719 AHC students in 
FY15

18 group study rooms, each reserved for an 
average of 1,458 hours in 2015

400 seats, including 170 quiet study seats.

1:Button Studio reserved 145 times (122 
unique users) in the first 4 months of soft 
rollout in 2016

50 public computers with specialized 
software 

588 consultations between librarians and 
AHC faculty and students  
7,114 service desk transactions in FY16

30 librarians and staff members



Wangensteen Historical Library of 
Biology and Medicine

World-renowned collection of 80,000 rare books and historical 
artifacts dating from 1480-1945
Outstanding exhibits free to the students, faculty and the 
public; great draw for potential donors



Wangensteen Historical Library of 
Biology and Medicine

Among its users each year:
All first-year medical students are introduced to the 
historical anatomical texts

Third- and fourth-year medical students study the books 
and artifacts to understand the history of their planned 
areas of specialization

57 instructional sessions reaching 1,500 undergraduates, 
many in pre-health majors, teach about the historical, 
social and cultural dimensions of their intended careers

18 on-site lectures and events reaching 1,000 
participants



Wangensteen Historical Library of 
Biology and Medicine

Media coverage for the “Bodies and Spirits: 
Health and the History of Fermentation and 
Distillation” exhibit in 2015-2016:
“How to bake a cake like it’s 1820:” 30-minute live 
interview on the extensive collection of  historical 
recipes on Minnesota Public Radio (January 25, 2016)

“University of Minnesota teams up with Gyst over 
fermented foods:” Article on the health benefits of 
fermented foods in the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
(January 29, 2016)



Dental Therapy and Hygiene Students 
on Group Study Rooms



Dental Therapy and Hygiene Students 
on Group Study Rooms

The rooms help us focus – we’re away 
from larger groups of people. We can 
hear other people studying in the same 
way, but it's just a hum in the 
background.

We talk through problems, 
especially for difficult material.

We learn better when we work 
together - helps us think through the 
concepts and deepen our 
understanding.

The whiteboards are great - writing 
out what we're learning, and teaching 
one another, makes learning stick.

We'd really like more outlets, bigger 
tables and a monitor where we could 
work through PowerPoint slides.We need more of these rooms.



Resident in General Surgery consulting Sabiston’s 
Textbook of Surgery 

I frequently use online texts when they are 
available; but I also need to sit quietly and 
thumb through books I pull from the shelves 
to find what I need.

-- Paul Fryd



A State-of-the-Art Interprofessional 
Health Science Library


