
 

 

 
 

As I look back at our work at the Health Sciences Libraries in 2016, I am reminded of 

all the innovative and impactful work we have accomplished. It has been a 

memorable year, highlighted by chocolate bars, edible books, fabulous new spaces 

and services, research at the Minnesota State Fair, and innovation acceleration. We are all 

looking forward to an equally busy 2017! 

 
--  Janice Jaguszewski, Director and Associate University Librarian, Health Sciences 
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OUR | DEFINING STORIES 

 

Services 

OUR WORK | MADE VISIBLE  

Libraries are known as a place of scholarship - and we’re here to illustrate 
the possibilities of what scholarship can be.  

We’ve dedicated the past year to showcasing the breadth and depth of our 
contributions to the Academic Health Center by redefining our physical 
and virtual spaces and making visible the work of the Health Sciences 
Libraries. 

Our responsive websites combine with our news stories, social media, and 
digital signage to bring the most important resources of our three 
libraries to the forefront. This provides the right information when and 
where you need it - whether you are a scholar in the history of medicine, a 
veterinary medicine researcher, or a practicing health care provider. 

Newly-renovated space at the Bio-Medical Library  was designed to support 
collaboration, learning, productivity, and study.  Our survey results - 
combined with a 15 percent increase in the use of our space - show that 
we’ve met this goal.  Here’s what people are saying: 

“ Most people at Bio-Med look like they are studying or working, so 
the overall atmosphere is very productive” .  

“ The technology & variety of study space! The BioMed library, in my opinion, is 
the best study space on campus!”  

“ One of the few places on campus with decent power and QUIET places to 
study.”   

“ I love this library.”  

Our technology-enabled spaces bring new meaning to scholarship in 
libraries, with a Virtual Reality Studio, Data Visualization Center, 1:Button 
Video Production Studio, and Productivity Workstations that offer 
specialized software for data visualization, graphic design, video editing, 
and statistical analysis. 

With new spaces came new partnerships, as we began collaborating with 
with the Libraries’ Peer Research Consultant Program.  

“ I was so excited to welcome the PRCs to Bio-Med!,”  says  Emily 
Reimer . “ We’ll offer evening hours, which will be particularly great 
for the undergrads who like to study at our library.”   

 

 

What a party! 
October 3, 2016 

The Bio-Medical Library 

welcomed over 200 visitors 
during its Open House in 
September. The event 
showcased the new services 
and spaces within the library. If 
you missed the event, be sure 
to review the photo journal of 
the celebration. 
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Our work with the Peer Research Consultant Program served as a pilot for 
additional collaborations with other services across campus that support 
student success.  We’re looking to working with additional partners in 
2017.  

 

Research & Innovation  

ACCELERATING | INNOVATION 

This spring, Pharmacy Librarian Franklin Sayre  was researching the 
clinical aspects of a next-generation hearing device  developed by 
Biomedical Engineering Professor, Hubert Lim, Ph.D. Sayre was joined by 
his Business Librarian colleagues Caroline Lilyard  and Mary Schoenborn , 
who helped locate information on the market landscape for this device.  

Their findings were shared with Dr. Lim as part of the University’s 
MN-REACH program, which supports researchers as they make their 
innovations available in the marketplace.  

“ The involvement of the Libraries has opened an entirely new 
avenue for research faculty”  said Professor Chuck Muscoplat, Ph.D., 
and Co-Principal Investigator for MN-REACH. “ Many faculty always imagine 
their project being successful in a commercial sense; yet until they partner 
with the librarians they never realized they needed an entry into the business 
world.”   

Through this work, librarians such as Sayre have become integral 
members of research teams – helping faculty transform their discoveries 
into products that improve the health of people around the world.  
 

ADVANCING | HEALTH LITERACY 

The Health Sciences Libraries completed their annual visit to the 
Minnesota State Fair  this past August. Their time was spent showcasing 
weird, clever, frightening, and confounding medical instruments from the 
past, testing health health knowledge with our health fact or fiction quiz, 
and sharing images from the Wangensteen Historical LIbrary in a coloring 
book.  
 
This visit also marked our second year conducting research at the 
Minnesota State Fair . Led by Shanda Hunt  and Nicole Theis-Mahon , this 
research looks at Minnesotans’ use of the Internet to acquire and use 
online health information .  
 
This year’s study complements the Health Literacy Research conducted at 
the State Fair in 2015   that was led by Caitlin Bakker  and Jonathan Koffel. 

 

 

 

Peer Research 
Consultant Program 
broadens reach 
October 13, 2016 

The Peer Research Consultants 

service connects students 
needing research help with 
students trained in library 
research techniques.  It has 
expanded its service to a new 
location at the Bio-Medical 
Library this year.  
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Their research focused on an individual's understanding of basic health 
information - with a particular focus on numbers and graphs. It received a 
research award from the National Network of Libraries of Medicine Greater 
Midwest Region in the fall.  
 

SUPPORTING | RESEARCH LABS 
 
Research labs at the University of Minnesota work with a lot of big data, 
and management of that content is no small task. 
 
Librarians at the Bio-Medical Library have been working closely with 
science-based researchers to teach data management best practices that 
can be introduced into the research lab workflow . This includes the recent 
work of Caitlin Bakker  and  Franklin Sayre  to develop and teach data 
management education courses for active research labs that address 
needs related to managing increasingly complex datasets. 
 
Bakker and Sayre’s course for active research labs offers flexible sessions 
that include relevant hands-on learning activities that are customized to 
needs of the individual labs. 
 

“ The libraries’ value-added services are highlighted in the course by 
demonstrating best practices of data management that may have 
not occurred to experts in the lab,”  says Bakker. 
 

Bakker provides details of the course and her collaboration with Sayre in 
her book chapter “Data Management in the Lab” in the recently published 
The Medical Library Association Guide to Data Management for Librarians .  
 

BRINGING | HISTORY INTO THE DIGITAL AGE 

Historical recipes was the theme of the day-long symposium hosted by 
Lois Hendrickson  and Emily Beck  of the Wangensteen Historical Library in 
May.  
 
The Historical Recipes + Digital Collaborations Symposium  brought 
together scholars from the Twin Cities community to discuss the diverse 
ways they use recipes in their work and to encourage the development of 
new ideas about using recipes in digital humanities scholarship.  
 
Speakers included professors of Spanish and English, and curators from 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts and the James Ford Bell Library.  The 
keynote was given by Katie Rawson, Ph.D. from the Robert W. Woodruff 
Library at Emory. Her talk focused on digitized, transcribed, and 
marked-up recipes and how they can form the basis on inquiry about 
people’s lives. 
 

 

 

Sharing historical treats 

with MPR 
January 25, 2016 

Lois Hendrickson and Emily 

Beck  brought treats yesterday 
to Tom Weber and his MPR 
crew.  They talked about the 
hundreds of rare recipes – from 
as far back as the 1500s – that 
can be found in the 
Wangensteen Historical 
Library. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/12/bio-medical-librarians-support-data-management-education-research-labs
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/12/bio-medical-librarians-support-data-management-education-research-labs
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/12/bio-medical-librarians-support-data-management-education-research-labs
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781442264267/The-Medical-Library-Association-Guide-to-Data-Management-for-Librarians
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/05/symposium-historical-recipes-digital-collaborations/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/01/how-to-bake-a-cake-like-its-1820/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/01/how-to-bake-a-cake-like-its-1820/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/01/how-to-bake-a-cake-like-its-1820/


 

The afternoon was spent in a hands-on session, where participants 
explored ideas of how to connect recipe scholarship with the digital 
humanities. The University of Minnesota’s DASH and LATIS initiatives 
joined in the discussion, focusing on the exhibit-building platform Omeka.  

Partnerships 

FERMENTING | COLLABORATIONS 

The Wangensteen Historical Library of Biology and Medicine spent the year 
fermenting collaborations - in only the best sense of the word (think 
chocolate, cheese, wine, and beer). These collaborations centered around 
the library’s exhibit, Bodies and Spirits: Health and the History of 
Fermentation and Distillation . 
  
Bodies and Spirits showcased over 400 years of medical, scientific, and 
recipe books from the library’s collection, including records of 16th century 
women distilling alcohol for medicines at home, 19th century microscopic 
investigations of the science of fermentation, and 20th century medical 
and social debates about alcohol. 
 
Exhibit co-curators Lois Hendrickson  and Emily Beck  worked with the 
owners of GYST Fermentation Bar in Minneapolis to offer 2 sold-out events 
over Valentine’s Day weekend where participants tasted reconstructed 
chocolate recipes from the past while viewing historical manuscripts and 
books on chocolate from the Wangensteen collection. They also co-hosted 
a Fermentation Open House  at the library where guests experienced rare 
books, good food, and great conversations. 
 
Hendrickson even worked with GYST’s chocolatier, Nova Chocolate, to 
create 1772 - a new chocolate are made from an old recipe. Named after the 
year the recipe was written, the chocolate bar’s origins can be traced to 
hand-written instructions from a manuscript within the Wangensteen 
collection.  

 
“ The 1772 is exotic as well as surprisingly comforting,”  exclaims Jill 

Mott, Partner/Beverage Director at GYST Fermentation Bar. “ Nova 
did a fantastic job executing myriad flavors and creating a sensational 
texture; a modern take on a recipe dating from 1772.”   
 

And no exhibit on fermentation and health is complete without an 
exploration of beer. That’s why the Wangensteen Historical Library  hosted 
the National Library of Medicine’s traveling exhibit, “From DNA to Beer: 
Harnessing Nature in Medicine & Industry .” Visitors to this exhibit were 
offered an introduction to the  dynamic relationship among microbes, 
medicine, technology, and industry, which has spanned 
centuries. 

 

 

 

Recipes that stand the 

test of time 
February 15, 2016 

"Turns out there really are 

recipes for disaster,” begins 
Kim Ode in her recent Star 
Tribune article. “Not only that, 
but they were bound in books 
along with recipes for butter 
cake, for homemade soap, and 
for growing a full head of hair.” 
Read more from this article 
detailing Ode's conversation 
with Lois Hendrickson and 
Emily Beck of the 
Wangensteen Historical 
Library. 
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“ The interest in fermentation and health was truly amazing,”  said Curator Lois 
Hendrickson. “ And I feel honored to be able to taste a chocolate bar made from 
one of our historical recipes and to cultivate relationships within our 
community. Not many curators have the opportunity to experience - or share - 
their collection in this way.”  

Collections 

REVEALING | MEDICINE’S PAST 

Imagine getting an unexpected present - that’s how it feels when you step 
into the Wangensteen Historical Library. Each time you visit the library, 
you’ll find a new set of treasures in the reading room where students, 
educators, researchers, scholars, and even artists have been inspired by 
the collection.  
 
For those who don’t have the luxury of wandering into the library on a daily 
basis, here are a few of of the collection’s many treasures that were 
highlighted in 2016. 
 

● The Midwives Book , by Jane Sharp and published in 1671, is the first 
book written in English by a woman for other women. It covers all 
stages of giving birth, including pregnancy, labor, child birth, infant 
care, and more. READ MORE >> 

● The artifact collection includes two plaster facial clasts dated 1935 
that were used to document pre- and post-operative states. P laster 
casts continue to serve as a useful mode of study, record, and 
teaching for plastic surgeons. READ MORE >> 

● Archidipno; overe, Dell’insalata, e dell’vso di essa, trattato nuovo, curioso, e 
non mai più dato in luce  is a 1627 book by Salvatore Massonio and 
Alessandro Maganza, with a title that is roughly translated as 
“Lettuce and its Uses.” Curator  Lois Hendrickson  describes the 
book as a “philosophical cookbook for salads” that was ahead of his 
time, making a connection between salad consumption and good 
health. READ MORE >> 

 

COLLECTING | FOR PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
 
Our print and digital collection supports professional practice throughout 
the health sciences disciplines - and across the spectrum of care. This 
includes a collection of books related to death, dying and rituals . A 
less-talked about, but very important part of healthcare.  
 

“ This small part of our collection is located just outside my office. 
What struck me about these books is that because we are so 
focused on prolonging life and living longer and healthier, we are really not 

 

 

The incredible, edible 

book 
September 16, 2016 

Christopher Herzberg  from 

the University of Minnesota's 
Wangensteen Historical Library 
of Biology and Medicine made 
a 100-percent edible book out 
of celery, lettuce, and green 
onions that was on display at 
the Farmers Market in 
September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/06/midwives-book-1671/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/06/tools-plastic-surgerys-past/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/philosophical-cookbook-salads/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/06/books-death-dying-rituals/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/incredible-edible-book/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/incredible-edible-book/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/incredible-edible-book/


 

talking about death,”  says  Janice Jaguszewski , Director Health Sciences 
Libraries. 

 
By offering books that cover a range of topics related to death and dying - 
funerals, rituals, support, and celebrating life - our collection meets an 
important need for providers who offer guidance and support to patients 
and their loved ones. 
 
Our digital collection extends the power of information in teaching and 
learning within the Academic Health center.  Take, for example, our 
collection of streaming videos for patient care . With these tools, streaming 
your favorite videos can actually mean you are doing your homework. 
 

“ We are always looking for new resources that support teaching 
and learning,”  says  Nicole Theis-Mahon , Collections Coordinator. 

“ In the last few years, we have added many resources to our 
streaming video collection,”  she adds.  “ These videos are so helpful in 
supporting students both inside — and out of — the classroom.”   
 

New to the collection is the ICE Video Library , a visual resource for physical 
and occupational therapy students and their teachers. All videos are 
filmed with actual patients and therapists in real-life treatment settings — 
including acute care, skilled nursing, outpatient, and home health. 
 

ADVANCING | EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICE  

 
Evidence-based practice plays a central to today’s health education and 
practice. Tools like the enhanced DynaMed Plus  place the best evidence at 
your fingertips.  
 

“ DynaMed Plus is a great tool for anyone looking to answer a 
clinical question quickly and with confidence,”   said  Nicole 
Theis-Mahon , Collection Coordinator. “ All information is backed by 
the best evidence on a topic. Our library users will love DynaMed Plus’ 
integrated recommendation system.”   
 

Our very popular Evidence Based Practice Tutorial  got a major overhaul 
this year thanks to the work of Jonathan Koffel , Franklin Sayre , and Liz 
Weinfurter  in collaboration with Lindsay Matts-Benson . 
 

“ The tutorial was redesigned to arrange the content into Basic, 
Intermediate, and Advanced levels, creating a more accessible 
journey through the content for both beginners and more experienced users,”  
says Weinfurter. 
 

 

 

Checkout cool stuff at 

the Libraries  
September 6, 2016 

Did you know that the 

Bio-Medical Library has 
charging kits? Or that the 
Walter and Wilson SMART 
Commons have video 
cameras? Or that Magrath 
Library has Seasonal Affective 
Disorder lamps? See a listing 
of additional unique items 
across the University Libraries 
that are available to you. Check 
them out today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/01/streaming-videos-for-patient-care
http://www.lib.umn.edu/get/19550
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/01/announcing-dynamed-plus
https://www.lib.umn.edu/apps/instruction/evidence-based-practice/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/checkout-cool-stuff-libraries/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/checkout-cool-stuff-libraries/
http://www.continuum.umn.edu/2016/09/checkout-cool-stuff-libraries/


 

The new design includes integrated assessment that users can take to 
gauge their progress, or that can be set to email results to class 
instructors. The tutorial was also designed with full device accessibility in 
mind. The Basic level  is available now, and the Intermediate and Advanced 
levels are in progress and due to be released in 2017. 

Newsmakers  
 
WELCOMING | NEW TALENT 
 
Shanda Hunt , MPH, and  Connie Bongiorno , MSLS, joined our staff this 
past year and have started their work at a fast pace.  
 
Hunt - our new Public Health Liaison - is leading a national study of public 
health information (Ithaka S + R Public Health Project). As part of this 
work, Shanda has assembled a research team that is currently conducting 
a qualitative study of public health faculty in order to determine their 
evolving research needs and how libraries can best support those needs. 
 
Bongiorno - our new Clinical Information Librarian -  works with our 
Medical School and has successfully engaged new departments such as 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation where she is fully embedded in the 
medical education, rounding, and program content for Residents. In her 
promotion of publishing and systematic reviews,  she co-authored an 
article in the Journal of Pediatric Surgery on the management of giant 
omphaloceles  - all within the first six months of employment.  
 
DRIVEN | IN OUR WORK 
 
We are all are driven by the work we do to support health sciences 
research and the next generation of health providers.  Here are a few 
examples of what makes us love our jobs!  
 
André Nault  is driven to break down stereotypes about librarians . As a 
wildlife biologist who professes to know a little about many things, Nault 
initially pursued a career in library sciences to satisfy his curiosity. Along 
the way he discovered how much he enjoys teaching others his tricks of 
the trade. In his work as head of the Veterinary Medical Library and a 
liaison librarian for faculty, he enjoys approaching his job in a 
nontraditional way. 
 

“ I have no sacred cows. The well-behaved librarian seldom makes 
history!”  says Nault. 

 
Del Reed  is driven to provide excellent public service . Visitors to the 
Bio-Medical Library may recognize Del Reed - who has a Ph.D.  in 
Philosophy - as one of the welcoming faces working the reference desk. Del 
finds it personally rewarding to sit down with a researcher and show them 
aspects of information seeking that they didn’t realize they didn’t know. 
 

 

 

Test your medical artifact 
knowledge 
April 28, 2016 

Test your knowledge of 

medicine’s past by taking the 
Artifact Pop Quiz developed by 
the University of Minnesota 
Foundation. The quiz features 
some of the 1,000+ artifacts 
from the Wangensteen 
Historical Library of Biology and 
Medicine. 
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“ So many people don’t know what kind of services the Libraries can offer them,”  
says Reed.  “ They’re almost always just so thankful and grateful for what you 
did for them.”   

 
Reed draws on his philosophical expertise along with his 30 years of 
library experience to provide excellent service to researchers from all 
backgrounds at the Bio-Medical Library.  
 
 

Exhibits & Events 

Color our collections 
January 25, 2016 

During the first week of February, the Wangensteen Historical Library unveiled one 

coloring page each day with an image from their rare book collection. Artists were 

encouraged to participate and share their final artwork. READ MORE >> 

 

Finding love at the Libraries 
February 5, 2016 

Love was in the air last February as the Libraries added a touch of romance to the art of 

book selection.  Our library guests took a blind date with a book at the Bio-Medical 

Library from February 8 - 14.  READ MORE >> 

 

Send your #LibraryHaiku to the Health Sciences Libraries 
April 8, 2016 

University Libraries geared up for National Library Week on April 10-16, with activities 

including book drives, finals prep tips, make your own READ posters, and more! Our 

Health Sciences Libraries added to the celebration in a combined event recognizing 

both National Libraries Week and National Poetry Month by sharing #LibraryHaiku on 

social media. READ MORE >> 

 

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn – Brushed Back to Life: Healing From Illness 

Through Intuitive Painting and Poetry 
October 4, 2016 

We invited guests to bring their lunch and listen as Ron Duffy shared his surprising 

and joyful immersion into the world of intuition, abstract painting, and poem writing 

as a creative and healing response to 20 years of living with chronic illness. READ 

MORE >> 

 
#PageFrights come to life in pumpkin carving image contest 
October 19, 2016 

 

Yoga ON and OFF the 

wall 

March 29, 2016 

The Bio-Medical library is 
hosting the “Yoga ON and OFF 
the wall” photography 
collection in its rotating 
Art@Bio-Med exhibit series. In 
this exhibit, Artists Nancy 
Charkin and Laurie 
Ellis-Young share their worldly 
adventures, using their art as 
a means of illustrating the 
synergy between yoga and 
friendship. 
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For the past several years, Emily Beck - Ph.D. candidate in the History of Science, 

Technology, and Medicine - has been carving history into a pumpkin. This year, we 

took a new spin on Beck’s annual tradition as we opened up the selection of the 

carved image to you! READ MORE >> 

 

Watch TEDMEDLive at the Bio-Medical Library 
October 27, 2016 

The Bio-Medical Library hosted a live viewing of the TEDMED 2016 stage program. The 

theme of this year’s event is “What if?” Talks explored the science of aging, 

environmental and community health, visionary science, and more!  READ MORE >> 

 

Libraries help you #GetItDone with Stress Busters and 24/7 study 
November 18, 2016 

The University Libraries will offered "distraction-free" studying for finals that included 

extended hours in our buildings, as well as stress-reducing activities. Our libraries 

were open four use - with new spaces, computers, and help when you need it.  READ 

MORE >> 

 

Medical Exchanges: Mapping the Human Body in Japan and China 
December 14, 2016 

Texts from the unique and richly illustrated history of early modern medical 

knowledge and healing in Japan and China are on view for the first time in a 

fascinating exhibition from the Wangensteen Historical Library of Biology and 

Medicine.  READ MORE >> 

 

Send your #LibraryHaiku 

to the Health Sciences 

Libraries 
April 8, 2016 

University Libraries is gearing 

up for National Library Week 
on April 10-16. Our Health 
Sciences Libraries are adding 
to the celebration in a 
combined event recognizing 
both National Libraries Week 
and National Poetry Month by 
sharing #LibraryHaiku on 
social media. 
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