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Information on Income Tax Provisions as Affecting Farmers--1941 

By Paul E. Miller, Director of Extension 

There is a great increase in interest among farmers in the facts concern
ing income taxes. Extension agents are asking what activity, if any, they should 
undertake in this connection . This statement covers (1) some factual information 
on the subject (2) suggestions as to policies for extension agents to follow. 

The demand for information in income tax matters is caused largely by the 
change in the federal income tax regulations. Federal regulations now require that 
every married man with a gross income of $2,000 or more must make a return, single 
man $800. That does not necessarily mean that he must pay a tax - but regardless 
of whether he needs to pay a tax or not, he must make out a return and send it in. 
The state rule is that every married man with a gross income of $5,000 must send in 
a return. 

Interest centers in (1) what is gross income (2) what exemptions are 
allowed. Available are two sheets, one supplied by the department of internal 
revenue, the other by the state income tax division, giving some information on 
federal and state regulations. Limited supplies of both of these sheets are being 
sent to the County Agent for distribution. 

Copies of the regular income t~~ forms are obtainable as indicated on 
these sheets. We are informed that in addition to sending for these forms as in
dicated, the federal forms are available at all post offices, and the state forms 
at the county auditor1 s office. Most ban..'i{s have forms also. 

The Internal Revenue Department has a ·staff of men who will visit many 
points in the state to assist individuals with the making out of federal income tax 
returns. These men are not available for meetings. A schedule is given below, 
showing names of men who will visit the county, and dates and places of their visits. 
It is suggested that persons desiring help be directed to these men for assistance. 

WHAT DIRECT ACTIVITIES SHOULD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENTS ASSUME IN 
CONNECTION WITH INCOit.1E TAX MATTERS? 

1. Should county agents plan to help individual farmers make out their 
returns? We would say not ~ it would not only be tremendously time
consuming, but would involve agents in a regulatory activity that 
might have undesirable repercussions. 

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Minnesota, Agricultural Extension Division and United States Department 
of Agriculture Cooperating, P. E. Miller, Director. Published in furtherance of Agricultural Extension Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, 



Page 2 

2. Should supplies of income tax forms be maintained at the county extension 
office? Again we would say no~ While it would be a service to some people, 
it would £requently mean that when a person called for a form, he would want 
help in filling it out. As indicated above·, forms mey be easily obtained 
elsewhere. 

3 .• Should agents discuss the income tax situation in meetings? This is a ques
tion that should be approached with caution. Misinformation in matters of 
this kind is dangerous., and misinterpretation of statements made in publ ic 
meetings in an official capacity could also have serious i mplications, On 
the other hand, we see no Objection to discussing this subject, if there 
is a demand for it, provided the agent does not go beyond the facts pre
sented in official literature and at all time s adher es strictly to these 
facts.. Opinions•, or interpretations on individual cases, could lead to 
controversy and should be strictly avoided. 
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