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IN earlier years, before Experiment 
Stations began to carry on their ex

tensive programs of · fruit breeding 
and improvements, the production of. 
new varieties was dependent upon. the 
effort of individuals. Some of these 
efforts were productive, and the 
varieties so developed became fairly 
well established. One of the better 
known of these private enterprises, 
by Peter M. Gideon of Excelsior, 
Minnesota, led to introduction of the 
Wealthy apple, a selection from seeds 
he plan ted in 1 8 61. Varieties pro
duced by others often attracted at
tention for a time, and some of them 
bec~me fairly well established in local 
orchards. Nearly all of them, how
ever, have gradually disappeared, or 
are found only ih older orchards. 

One of these private efforts, now 
nearly forgotten, resulted in more 
than 100 selections and in the naming 
of several varieties, some of which, 
for a time, seem(;!d destined to be the 
long-sought-for variety for which the 
Minnesota Horticultural Society had 
offered a prize of $1,000. Specifica
tions for this desired variety were 
that it should be "As hardy as 
Duchess, as long . keeping as Malinda, 
and with quality equal to Wealthy". 
The story of this interesting collection 
of seedlings, although fairly well 
known at the time, has been so nearly 
forgotten that retelling seems timely 
in order that the record may be pre
served. This, then, is the story of the 
Perkins Seedlings, gathered from old 
letters, old records, and other frag
ments. 

Malinda Seeds Had Sprouted 

Late in February of 1893 Mrs. T. E. 
Perkins of Red" Wing, Minnesota, was 
peeling. some Malinda applies for a 
pie. The apples of this old variety 
of Vermont origin came from a tree 
growing in an orchard of mixed vari
eties, including Wealthy, Duchess, 
Haas, Whitney, Perry Russett and 
Tetofsky. As the apples were cut 
open, Mrs. Perkins noticed that nearly 
all the seeds were sprouting. She said 
to her husband, "These seeds want to 
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grow so badly, we ought to give them 
a chance", so she wanted a place in 
the garden where they could be grown. 
Mr. Perkins apparently didn't think 
too well of the idea, but finally select
ed a small strip of ground beneath 
some large maple trees where nothing 
else grew well. Mrs .. Perkins planted 
the seeds and cared for the seedlings 
during the first year. The little trees 
grew so well that Mr. Perkins became 
interested in them and took care of 
them afterward. In their fourth year 
one ·hundred and :fifty six of the 
strongest and· best trees were trans
planted to the orchard where they 
were set out sixteen to twenty feet 
apart. 

Collection Exhibited 

There seems to be no definite record 
of the age at which the trees began 
to bear, but a crop was produced in 
the fall of their eighth year. From this 
crop; in 1901, Mr. Perkins made up 
a collection which was exhibited at the 
Red Wing fair where it attracted a 
great deal of attention and favorable 
comment. In the fall o.f the follow
ing year, 1.902, Mr. Perkins exhibited 
his seedling collection at the Minne
sota State Fair. This exhibit was 
carefully examined by Professor S. B. 
Green and Wyman Elliot. They were 
so enthusiastic about the exhibit that 
they persuaded Mr. Perkins to take 
the collection to the International 
Pomological Exhibition held later in 
the same year at Boston, Massachu
setts. Again the exhibit attracted 
much attention and Mr. Perkins was 
awarded the . Wilder Medal of the 
American Pomological Society for the 
best display of seedling apples at that· 
show. 

During the following years, Mr. 
Perkins continued to exhibit his col
lection at the Minnesota State Fair 
and at the meetings of the Minnesota 
State Horticultural Society. Nearly 
every year the displays won prizes for 
the best collection of seeding apples, 
and for the best winter-keeping in-. 
dividual seedlings. 

Selections Propagated 

In 1908, when the trees were 15 
years old, the Wedge Nursery of Al
bert Lea, and the Clinton Falls 
Nursery of Owatonna, purchased the 
propagating rights for four of the 
best selections. Of these four seed- . 
lings, No. 59, which was named Red 
Wing, was considered the best of the 
collection because of its long keeping 
quality. Identity of the other three 
seedlings is not known definitely, but 
it is likely that they were No. 81 
Jumbo, No. 121 Goodhue, and No. 
124 Bayfield. Later on, in 1913, the 
two nurseries purchased .the propagat
ing rights of the entire collection and 
began to propagate more of the selec
tions. Among these was No. 72 which 
they named Perkins in honor of the 
originator. At that time this selec
tion was . considered the best of the 
collection. It was not included among 
those first propagated because the trees 
did not seem to do well in the 
nursery. Later on, as the Perkins was 
grown more extensively in local 
orchards, the trees were found to lack 
the desired degree of hardiness, so top
working on hardy stock was n!com
mended. 

The exact number of selections 
from the original lot of seedlings is 
not known. It may be that all of the 
156 seedling trees planted in the 
orchard by Mr. Perkins in 1896 were 
numbered, and that these numbers 
....;.ere carried over to those propagated 
by the nurseries. This possibility is 
supporte4 by the· scattered pattern of 
the numbers of i:he selections propa
gated, .and by the high number, 124, 
carried by the selection named Bay
field. 

Varieties Named 

The numbers and names of the 
selections that were propagated, with 
brief descriptions as available are as 
follows: 

No. 1-A. Featherstone. No des
cription available. 

No. 21. Rhoda. Named for Mrs. 
Rhoda Perkins. Size medium to large; 
color striped to solid red; shape ob-
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long conic; quality fair; season fall 
to early winter. 

No. 46. Latham. (Description 
under its number by Dr. N. E. Hansen 
in South Dakota Exp. Sta. Bul. No. 
76, 1902). Size medium; shape 
roundish oblate, ribbed and angular; 
color dark red; flesh yellowish white, 
firm, fine grained; flavor subacid; 
quality good; season winter. 

No. 59. Red Wing. (Description 
by Dr. A. C. Hildreth, 192 5, on file 
in Dept. of Hort., Univ. Minn .. ) Size 
medium; shape roundish conic; color 
striped and splashed with red; flesh 
creamy white, fine grained, juicy; 
flavor acid; quality fair; season winter. 

No. 72. Perkins. (Description by 
W. G. Brierley, 19 55). Size medium 
to large; shape oblate conic; stem 
very short; color uniform, attractive 
dark red; flesh tinged with yellow, 
firm, crisp, juicy; flavor subacid, mild; 
quality fair to good; season winter. 

No. 81. Jumbo. (Description by 
Dr. A. C. Hildreth, 1925, on file in 
Dept. Hort., Univ. Minn.). Size 
medium to large; ~hape roundish 
oblate; color splashed or uniformly 
deep red; flesh creamy white, tender, 
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carried the idea over to tree swallows 
and wrens. Bluebirds were Mr. Mus
selman's hobby. In 1922 he set out 
to bring back to Adams county, where 
Quincy is located. He cut down a 
limb of· a tree in which bluebirds had 
nested the previous year in a wood
pecker hole. He found it to be nine 
inches deep, with a diameter of 3 14 
inches. Experimenting with this idea 
and these measurements over a period 
of fifteen years, we believe we can 
make no further changes in the design 
and measurements of either our rustic 
All-purpose, blue bird, wren or tree 
swallow houses. As we added houses 
of this elongated type each year in 
our goal for 100 test houses, the birds 
would fill these first, and then take the 
peak type. When we had enough of 
the elongated type up, they no longer 
used the peak type and we finally took 
them all down. In one season the 
highest number of nestings has been 
7 bluebirds, 18 wrens and 55 tree 
swallows. 

I said that at first we put all our 
houses on posts. We wondered how 
the birds would like the houses hung 
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somewhat dry; flavor subacid; quality 
good; season fall and early winter. 

No. 108. Superior. No description 
available. 

No. 121. Goodhue. (Description 
by Dr. A. C. Hildreth, 1925, on file 
in Dept. Hort., Univ. Minn.). Size 
small to medium; shape roundish, 
angular; color dull red; flesh tinged 
with yellow, crisp, flavor subacid; 
quality good; season winter. 

No. 124. Bayfield. (Description 
by Dr. A. C. Hildreth, 1925, on file 
in Dept. Hort., Univ. Minn.). Size 
medium; shape roundish oblong; color 
striped to uniform deep red; flesh 
white, tinged with pink, tender, dry; 
flavor mild subacid; quality fair; 
season fall. 

Perkins Variety Most Promising 
Among these named varieties the 

Red Wing and Perkins were the most 
prominent. The Red Wing, although 
not a very attractive apple, and of 
indifferent quality, gained some degree 
of popularity because the tree was 
hardy, and the apples kept all winter. 
The Perkins, for a time, seemed 
destined to become the leading winter 

under the eaves; nailed to buildings, 
trees or lattice work; hung from trees. 
We soon found out. With 100 houses 
to choose from on 3 Yz acres, the only· 
houses they would build in were those 
on posts, out in the open. We later 
discovered that two old and well 
known bird house companies in the 
east gave out this same information. 

May I. repeat to you two sentences 
I hear over and over each summer: 
"Mrs. Becker, I have two wren houses. 
The one on a clothes line post is al
ways taken, but I have never had 
wrens in the house hanging in a tree." 
This is in line with what we learned 
from our own testing. We also tested 
how the houses should face, keeping 
a record over a fifteen year period, as 
we gradually increased the number 
to one hundred. _seventy-five percent 
of all houses occupied during that time 
faced south, southeast or east, and of 
that seventy-five percent, two-thirds 
faced south. 

Our houses (all with I Yz inch open
ings) became tree swallow houses 
when placed over a large area on posts 
ten to twelve feet apart. They become 
bluebird houses when placed on posts 
the height of a farmer's fence post. 
If possible, the location of Bluebird 

variety in Minnesota. The attractive, 
well shaped apples usually colored very 
well and kept all winter. In its good 
shape, attractive, color and short, 
deeply set stem, it possessed many re
quirements of a commercial variety. 
Because of its shape, appearance, and 
other characteristics, it seemed to 
belong to the Winesap group of 
varieties. When grown in many 
orchards, however, the trees frequent
ly were damaged in severe winters. 
The injury usually was in the heart 
wood which was seriously weakened 
by resulting decay and led to break
down of the trees just when they 
were old enough to .bear heavy crops. 

One by one these interesting varie
ties have largely disappeared from 
local orchards, or are found only in 
older home plantings. So far as 
known, none of them now are being 
propagated, nor do they appear in 
recommended variety lists. It is well, 
however, to preserve a record of this 
interesting collection of seedling 
apples as an example of the efforts of 
individual growers in earlier days to 
produce useful varieties adapted to 
Minnesota. 

houses should be along a highway, 
country road, up a lane, or around a 
hayfield or meadow. Bluebirds prefer 
their house out in the open. 

Wrens like their houses closer to 
our homes and buildings. Place their 
houses far apart to insure true nest
ing, and not dummy occupancy. 
Nesting material is put out in a nest
ing material rack to help attract the 
birds. It consists of hair combings, 
permanent wave cuttings, white 
string seven to eight inches long, old 
white muslin one quarter inch wide 
and eight inches long, chunks of new 
mechanic's waste, cotton, ravelings 
from tearing rug strips, lint from the 
dryer. We also use white breast 
feathers from fowl for the tree swal
lows, and dark breast feathers for the 
wrens. The two years I had pheasant 
feathers to put out I had 18 and 20 
nestings of wrens. They filled the 
nests so full, I never could count the 
eggs, nor the young until nearly 
grown. 

Feeding the winter birds was at
tempted several times during the 
years, but we soon learned that we 
would have to wait until we were 
living at our Hilltop the year 'round. 
The start was made Christmas week 
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