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Informed Consent 
Informed consent is the process of receiving verbal and written permission from 

potential subjects of a research study. The potential subjects are to be informed of the 

specific details of the study in its entirety and reiterate their understanding of what 

they would be involved with prior to accepting the position of being a subject of the 

study. They will also be informed they are able to withdraw from the study at any time 

if they so choose (De Bord, 2014).

● Each subject should be provided with a written copy of every detail regarding the 

research study and what their role in the study will be.

● Consent should be written and authorized with a signature of each subject. 

● This reduces the likelihood of legal issues arising due to disagreements between 

the research coordinator and the subjects. 



Paperwork 
● Each form that is involved with the research should be 

labeled clearly with a title and whether it is for provider 

use or for subject use. 

● Each subject should receive an identification number, 

for labeling purposes. 

○ Subject names are not to be exposed to maintain confidentiality. 

○ All paperwork should be clearly labeled with respect to each 

corresponding subject. 

○ All forms should be separated by patient identification number. 
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Data Set
Data is obtained through forms that are provided to the subjects and providers 

involved in the study. All responses retrieved from the forms should then be converted 

to a digital version, containing all data. The data is to be divided by specific form, 

provider, and subject on an excel spreadsheet, or similar method of organization. 



Data Dictionary
A data dictionary is a source of information that is used to explain the data set. It 

clearly states all of the questions that were present on each form, as well as the possible 

responses of each question. It is organized through the method of coding, in that each 

question had a different code, which allows one to match what is on the data 

dictionary to the respective responses on the data set.



Coding
Coding is a technique used to provide information in a shorthand version, which 

allows those who are viewing the research to distinguish different reference points of 

the study with respect to the data. 

● The technique aids in making a data dictionary and making references within the 

respective data set. 

● It allows for a concise and organized data set. 
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Reproducibility is Key
Reproducibility is the ability to understand and recreate findings of a data set by 

repeating similar methods used to obtain the original findings. For example, when an 

outside party views a research study and its data, reproducibility allows them to 

understand where different pieces of data are coming from and what they mean. It is 

when someone who knows nothing about the study is able to clearly decipher the data 

divisions and understand what was asked of the subjects.  
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