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ACROSS THE EDITOR IS DESK 

We 1 d like to intro d1tc e another new 
staff member to you. He s Harry Johnson 
who is taking over for Bob Raustadt as 
information specialist in news. 

Harry is a 1950 graduate of the Uni
versity School of Journalism and is a 
native of Spring Valley. He worked for 
a time as script writer for radio sta
tion KUOM. Some of you in the Waseca 
area may remember him for his work writ
ing and producing the transcribed radio 
show on the area Soil Conservation Day 
for the U. Centennial series. 

For the past year and a half Harry 
has been assistant extension editor at 
the Univ. of Wyoming and for a time 
served as acting editor. 

Harry will do everything he can to 
make our news service to you as good as 
possible. 

What Are Farmers 1 "Wants"? 
We'd like to know what farmers are 

talking · about, what type of info •. they 
are requesting from you. Then we can 
tailo"r our fill-in stories to you to fit 
the questions they're asking. If you 
have ideas on stories you'd like, let us 
know well in advance. We write stories 
two weeks before they appear in your 
weeklies; we mail them to you 10 days 
before your local press dates. 

We'd like to know what bulletins you 
thiajt we should publish or revise. We'll 
do our best to persuade, cajole, influ~ 
ence specialists and College staff to 
come through with the bulletins you need. 
So let us know. -- Harold :s. Swanson 

University of Minnesota .i') 
Septemb'er l 1953 

TO THE H. A. 1S lt5 
Former H. A. on TV 

Mrs. Marie Jensen,former Anoka county 
home agent, · now has a daily half-hour 
food television show on an Austin, Tex., 
TV station. 

To New .Agents (and a reminder to others) 
If you have come on the job since 

June, you may not know about the special 
Helps for Home .Agents issues on canning 
(June 1) and on home freezing (June 15). 
You should find items in these issues 
that can still be used in the press or 
for radio during September. 

4-H Makes Front Pa€e News 
4-H has made front page news again. 

Lac qui Parle county received front pa€e 
coverage in three papers on 4-H county 
fair winners. The Madison Western Guard 
carried a four-column spread on the 
front page and two pictures of the style 
revue; the Madison Press ran two columns 
and two pictures on the dress revue on 
page 1, plus four other pictures of 4-H 
winners; the Dawson Sentinel devoted 
part of its front page to winners going 
to the State Fair. 

Congratulations to 4-H Assistant 
Phyllis Breberg and Agent Geor~e Gehant, 
Jr., on such fine coverage. 

P.S. to all agents: Clippings of this 
type of news coverage are what you want 
for the 1953 Information Contest. 

F.adio Ideas for September 
September is a good month to do radio 

programs on child safety; how to pack a 
good school lunch; better breakfasts; 
food preservation; fall garden jobs. 

-- Jo Nelson 



-- TH1ll NEWS ANGLE 

Just the other 
day I ran across 
a little gem of 
an essay on how 
to become a col
umnist. It was 
written by County 
Agent Rudy Setz~ 

ler of Washington State, 
Setzler has an unusual a.mount of suc

cess with his column, injecting humor 
and human interest into it repeatedly. 
Here 1 s his rules on 11How To Become a 
Columnist in Seven Easy Steps". 

"l. A limited knowledge of the field 
to be covered is helpful, but not at all 
necessary. Uithout regard to whether 
you are right or wrong--most folks will 
take issue anyway. 

112. A supreme ego is helpful. rt ·en
ables one to pose as an authority on sub
jects he never thought 0£ before he sat 
down to write. 

113. A total disregard for the .other 
fellow's feelings is an a:ss·et. Th~s 
trait enables a writer to 11needle 11 folks 
at random. (Dr. McConnell say~ if I get 
sick again retribution will overtake' m.e.) 

114. Being fairly observant and a 
good listener certainly helps in getting 
rna~erial . to write about. I am constantly 
amazed at how many things I can learn 
from most everyone I visit with-- .if I 
·only will keep my trap closed and listen. 

115~ A reasonable knowledge of the 
Engll sh language would be helpful. I 
don 1t . know about that from personal ex
perience. 

•i6. A total lack of literary scruples 
will save the columnist a lot .of time 
and effort. It not only makes . the pir
ating of ideas easier, it _also eliminates 
the necessity of checking for accuracy. 

117. Last 
of all these 
publisher who 
1malarky1 most 

but perhaps most important 
seven points is . to finda 
will print the kind of 

of us turn out. 11. 

Even that tongue-in-cheek treatment 
by "Westbrook Setzler" has a lot of good 
ideas. Anyway we thought youJ d like his 
angle on columning . -- Harold B. Swanson 
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ACROSS THE MIKE --

Now 
Fair 
over 

that State 
is nearly 

and it 1s time 
to concentrate on 
the busy fall ac
tivities, let's 
put renewed effort 
and zip into our 
radio programs. 

The annual conference and the radio 
contest will be upon us before we know 
it - so let's start saving the best in
terviews and straight talks so they can 
be sent in before Nov. 15. Further de
tails will be sent later. 

·Use Mass Media 
A. J. Sims of Tennessee told his sum

mer school· class that "since one-third 
of the people get information tha t caused 
them to make changes in practices from 
reading or from radio, the agents who do 
not make effective use of mass communi
cation media are doing only two-thirds 
of the job as agents. 11 

11Deke 11 on TV Soon 
Deke Grussendorf (St. Louis Co.) will 

do a weekly 15 minute TV show on the Du
luth station starting Sept. 10. Other 
a.gents will be starting TV soon. too. Be 
sure to read the July issue of Extension 
Service Review which covers television. 

Advice from Mass. 
The Massachusetts extension service 

has this to say about radio and TV: -
Radio and television programs must be 

supported by· ne\oispaper listings and spe
cial stories as well as by direct mail
ings if you hope to build an audience at 
any given time. While many people will 
watch programs of an informational nature 
at any time, they have to be told when 
you are on. They won't just 11 stumble 11 on 
your program by accident in large enough 
numb~rs to do you any good. The majority 
o:f our radio audi~nce does not know a
bout our television program, and vice 
versa. This can be corrected to a cer
tain extent by televis i on flyers or 
stuff ers in our mailings to our radio 
audience, and radio flyers or etuffers 
.enclosed with publications going to our 
television audience. Ray Wolf 
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NEW EXTENSION LAW 

YOUR AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE is the title of a new miscellaneous folder 
which explains briefly what the extension service is and how it is affected by the 
new law passed by the Minnesota legislature. A copy of the new law, which goes into 
effect in January, is included in the folder. The set-up and duties of the county 
extension committee under this new law are discussed in considerable detail. Copies 
should arrive before the end of the mohth. 

TWO PUBLICATIONS REVISED 

KITCHEN CUPBOARDS--Ext. Bul. 249. 8 pp. revised by Lucile Holaday from original 
bullet in by Mary May Miller. The copy has undergone some changes and three new illus
tra t ions have been substituted for old ones. Two drawings showing use of corner 
space in kitchen cupboards are among the new illustrations added. Delivery scheduled 
for mid-September. 

COMMUNITY NEST--Ext. F. 150. 4 pages. The cover has been redesigned and the 
size of the folder enlarged to the regular 4 11 x 911 size. The plans for the comnrunity 
nest are revised slightly and enlarged, and a new picture has been added showing a 
double nest. Delivery slated for late September. 

SUPPLIMENT TO FABM ACCOUNT BOOK 

FIELD MANAGEMENT GUIDE--Ext. P, 189. 8 pp. by S. B. Cleland. This pamphlet is 
being multilithed to be used as a supplement to the Minnesota Farm Account Book. 
Portions of the Farm Account Book are reproduced to be used as a work sheet and 
directions are given for using it. Delivery expected before end of September. 

FARMHOUSE PLANS 

FARMHOUSE FLEXI-PLANS--North Central Regional Publication J2. A new idea in 
farmhouse planning, these flexi-plans have been developed by a committee of archi
tects, engineers, and home economists of the agricultural experiment stations of the 
North Central region. Three sets of farmhouse plans have been developed. Within 
each set are several variations of a basic plan. By interchanging parts of the 
variations, a great many more variations can be made. Copies of the 12-page 8! x 11 
size catalog are in stock in the Bulletin Room. 

Also available in our stacks are three USDA publications which include farmhouse 
plans. These are: 

USDA Misc. Pub. 658 
USDA Leaflet Jll 
USDA Leaflet 287 

FARMHOUSE PLANS JroR NORTHEASTERN STATES. 20 pages 
FARMHOUSES FOR THE NORTH. 4 pages 
FARMHOUSE PLAUS FOR MilHMUM BUDGETS. 4 pages 

All of these publications on farmhouse plans will be listed in the revised 
Pamphlet 83, FARM BUIL1HNG PLANS, when it comes out in September. This pamphlet also 
lists building and equipment plans for barns, poultry houses, sheep barns, corn cribs, 
granaries, ice houses, farm machinery housipg, -dairy barns, farm shops and garages. 

-- Gwen Raws 
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