Kristallnacht Timeline
Minnesota Newspaper Coverage
November 8

November 9

November 10
November 12

November 11

November 14

November 15
November 16

November 17

November 18

November 21

November 19

November 25

MINNESOTA REACTIONS

MINNESOTA EDITORIALS
Today and Tomorrow

After five years of slow torture the
Nazis have seized on the pretext of the
crime of one overwrought youth to fulfill their purpose. If outright massacre
of the some 400,000 Jews remaining in
Germany does not occur, it will be only
because Hitler and Goering and Goebbels
have decided that the revolting spectacle
would be too damaging to Germany in
the eyes of the world. Instead they will do
what is even more cruel, strip them of all
their property
and leave them
to starve.
The tribute of 400 millions
dollars
that has been
levied is of
course fantastic. It is simply
the camouflage
for the seizure
of all Jewish
property and
money that remains after five years of oppression and looting. This has been in the
air for long. The assassination of a minor
diplomatic agent is made the excuse for
carrying it out.
The obliteration of the Jews is done
to fan the flames of German nationalism. The purpose is to unite all non-Jews
in an outburst of sadistic passion. The
campaign against the Catholics is on different grounds. Hitler can afford to allow
no claims to superior authority over his
own, not even those of God. If religion is
to live in Germany it must be as the slave
of Hitlerism, in which case it ceases to be
religion. The day of the Christian martyrs
may come again.
The British lady who inquires whether Germany has reverted to the Middle
Ages is both correct and mistaken. Today,
Germany is back in the Middle Ages as
concerns the German Jew. Tomorrow it
may be back in the days of Nero as concerns Christianity.
St. Paul Pioneer Press Nov. 14, 1938

kind, in contemplation of the pogroms that
are in progress in Nazi Germany. Indeed,
it is even a question whether the subject
is not approaching an official concern of
civilized governments as well as civilized
people throughtout the world.
Right here we enter upon questionable ground, an area that can offer no
precedents. But the situation in Germany
is almost without precedent. There have
been persecutions in other lands--the
pogroms in czarist Russia come most
readily
to mind.
But none
of these
have
been
carried
on in a
country
whose
inhbitants
have
stood
before the world as people of high enlightment, men and women with manners and customs comporting with those
of the other people of what we term civilization in a real sense. For now a horrid
infection originating in governement is
sweeping that land.
It still remains difficult, if not impossible for Americans and other peoples
to associate the German people with
their government in this persecution of
Jews and other religionists. Yet it must
be owned that discipline is the boast of
Nazi Germany--and it is Nazi Germany,
with discipline that could stop if it can
start, that is pillaging and imprisoning
and murdering and driving Jews to exile.

“Today, Germany is back in
the Middle Ages as
concerns the German Jew.
Tomorrow it may be back in
the days of Nero as
concerns Christianity.”

The World’s Deepest Concern

Long established usage has held most
governments aloof from considerations of
domestic or internal policy on the part of
what are known as friendly Powers. Treatment of American citizens in other lands
is a concern of the United States Governement, just as such matters are concerns
of British or other governments. But treatment of its own citizens or subjcets by another government is regarded as wholly
that government’s affair.
But the private citizens of a country
are bound by no such usage. Their expression of opinion is undeniable, at least in a
free country. There may remain the questions of judgment, good taste, and effectiveness, at least in ordinary instances. But
it is becoming no longer a question of this

the world. For the course of Nazi Germany, as it complels the condemantion of
men and women of affairs in other lands,
almost transcends domestic policy and
becomes a world policy.
It may not yet be the part of
wisdom to regard the matter in that
light. But there is a hint of possible
international policy in Great Britain’s suspension of efforts toward
appeasements through negotation
with HITLER. The nations may
come to further aloofness, even
to final severance of relations with
the Nazi dictator, whose persecution of Jews and about as many
Christians is horrifying the civilized world. The concern of our
own Governement is indicated by
the summoning home of Amabassador WILSON for “report and
consulatation” on the outrages.”
Mpls Journal Nov. 15, 1938

Hitler’s Madmen

“Why don’t the governments
of civilized nations throughout the world rise as one in
angry protest against such
mass destructions and
degradations, the likes of
which are worse than even
a Torquemada or a Haman
could do? In olden days, at
least, these people, who were
driven from pillar to post
with ever recurrence of
reaction, had a place to flee.”

To the Editor of the Journal:
I shudder with horror at the
news reports out of crazed Germany where Hitler and his madmen
are carrying out a well-planned attempt to wipe from the face of that
land a people whose onlce crime was to
be born Jews. Such reports stun one who
is accustomed to live amongst all types of
people in neighborliness and tranquility.
Why don’t the governiments of civiliazed nations throughout the world rise
as one in angry protest against such mass
destructions and degradations, the likes of
which are worse than even Torquemada or
Haman could do? In olden days, at least,
these people, who were driven from pillar
to post with every recurrence of reaction,
had a place to flee. Today,
in a world that prides itself
on being the most civilized
since creation, Jews have
nowhere to turn because
these mad buchers of Germany are posoning the
minds not only of Germans
but also of all Europe--and
right here in America, too,
we are witnessing the actions of persons against
our Jewish neighbors.
Is this the “peace” which
Chamberlain and Daladier
bought, at sword’s point,
from Hitler at Munich?
IF it is, I, who have been
a pacifist for two decades,
declare that it would have
been better to have plunged
the entire world into a war-for only then would such
madmen at Hitler, Goering, Goebbels and their ilk
Especially is it in this matter of exile that have been driven from this earth.
the course of HITLER and his madmen
If the Government of the United
in power bids fair to pass private concern States is looking for a precedent with which
and become governmental concern about to point to in demanding that the Nazis

“...in a country whose
inhabitants have stood before
the world as people of high
enlightment, men and
women with manners and
customs comporting with
those of the other people of
what we term civilization in a
real sense. For now a
horrid infection originating
in governement is sweeping
that land. ”

cease their bestiality, it need not go back over these criticisms is proof that the Navery far. During Theodore Roosevelt’s re- zis themselves are not so indifferent after
gime russia under the reign of Czar Nich- all.
olas, too, attempted wholsale murder of its
This would be true even though
Germany were in the position of
letting other nations alone and
asking to be let alone. But the fact
is very different. Nazi Germany
wants much of the world. It wants
to overflow to the south and east
of Europe; it wants to make itself
felt in South America; it wants
colonies.
The Nazis have invented the
fiction of an Aryan branch of the
white race as an excuse for persecuting the Jews and looting them
of their property. Since Germany
Catholics come under any definion of Aryanism that can be safely
devised, the Nazis have invented
the theory of the god-state to justify the persecution of the Catholic church, the beginings of which
have already appeared both in
violence and propaganda.
If the Nazis will so mistreat
one brance of the white race,
what persecution and exploitation
might be expected for any black
or brown peoples who might be
Jews. Teddy raised his voice in bitter de- placed at their mercy? If they will not
nunciation and Russia heeded. President scruple to break and destroy Christian
Franklin Delano Roosevelt should speak religion what oppression would they visit
out against such hideous atrocities in such on these others? To hand colonies over to
a manner that even naive Hitler will un- Nazi Germany, placing the people under
derstand his warning.
the absolute will and power of known
-G. P. Neil. persecutors, would be a betrayal of the
Mpls Journal Nov. 15, 1938 trust of civilization which the present
rulers of colonial possessions pretent to
recognize. The former German colonies
Not the Dark Age
were take after the war as mandates for
President Roosevelt, in his denuncivilization. On their record the Nazis
ciation of the persecutions of Jews, the
have not one shred of moral claim for
Catholic Church and other minorities
in Germany, relegates the Nazis toeh the restoration.
President Roosevelt should now
Dark Ages.
There is, however, this difference. take the leadership at the approaching
The Nazis may restore
Wotan and Thor as their
gods, and recreate in Germany the spirit and practice of the old blood and
thunder days which they
admire and glorify; but
they can not alter the fact
that Germany lives in the
world of the Twentieth
Century. A thousand years
ago each little corner of the
globe might expect to be
very much of a lw to itself,
and in between the incursions of hostile nieghbors, could ignore all Pan-American conference for solidarity
that lay beyond on its own valley or forest. of the Western Hemisphere against Nazi
and Fascist aggression. The first step, as
But no modern nation can exist
without the rest of world and any nation he has himself indicated, must be an air
and naval force capable of making it efthat sacrifices in the good opinion of its
fective in the only terms the Nazis and
neighbors, and arouses a feeling of danger and dread, will ultimiately pay dearly Fascists respect--those of superior force.
St. Paul Pioneer Press Nov. 17, 1938
for its disregard and contempt of the
moral judgment of civilization. Indeed
the anger which is expressed in Germany

“The first step, as he has
himself indicated, must be an
air and naval force capable of
making it effective in the only
terms the Nazis and Fascists
respect--those of superior
force.”
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MINNESOTA CONTEXT

ontext for the reaction of the
Minneapolis
and
St.
Paul
newspapers and communities is seen
along two axes: the palpable antiSemitism found in 1930s and 1940s
America and the division between
Interventionists and Isolationists with
respect to United States foreign policy.
American
anti-Semitism
was manifest before and after the
Kristallnacht. The numbers tell part
of the story. Illustrative polling results
include these Roper findings: During the

Second World War,
56% of the American
population believed
Jews had “too much
power in the United
States”;
Thirty-five
to 40 percent would
have
approved
an
anti-Semitic
campaign against the
Jews in the United
States; and onehalf of the United States population
perceived Jews as greedy and dishonest
(Wyman and Medoff: “A Race Against
Death: Peter Bergson, America and the
Holocaust”, The New Press, 2002). This
pervasive anti-Semitism was related
to post-World War One xenophobia
and nativism which led to the passage
of the restrictive immigration quotas
for Eastern and Central European
countries.
Despite these attitudes, the
Kristallnacht generated sympathy for
German Austrian Jews – albeit without
concomitant support for relaxing the
immigration quotas. Indeed, in the
aftermath of the Kristallnacht, the
German Ambassador to the United
States – Hans Dieckhoff – reported to

Berlin that “[a] hurricane is blowing
here” (Olson, Lynn: “Those Angry
Days: Roosevelt, Lindbergh, and
America’s Fight Over World War II”,
Random House, 2013). President
Roosevelt commented at a White
House press conference: “I
could scarcely believe that such
things could occur in a twentieth
century civilization.”
Gallop
polling found that 94% and 97%
of Americans disapproved of
German treatment of Jews and
Catholics.
Despite,
though,
the
pronouncement of the President,
the consternation of the German
ambassador and the condemnation of
the American public, nothing much
changed with respect to American
immigration policy.
The WagnerRogers Immigration Act – modeled
after Britain’s admission of 9000 German
refugee children –
would have admitted
10,000 children age 14
and under in 1939 and
10,000 more in 1940.
Despite
powerful
humanitarian,
religious and political
support, the bill
never received a vote
and was strangled
in committee in the
face of opposition from the American
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and
Daughters of the American Revolution.
A similar sentiment was expressed in
the Twin Cities. The faith communities
protested with Catholic and Protestant
congregations “united in prayer”
from November 18 to November 20,
1938. The editorial pages opined: “For
now a horrid infection originating
in government is sweeping that land
[Germany]” (Minneapolis Journal,
November 15, 1938). That said, the
most the Minneapolis Journal could
muster was: “What may follow on the
part of this and other civilized countries
may not yet be charted” (November 17,
1938). The next day the Minneapolis
Journal implicitly adopted the position

that if Americans believed there were
too many people in the country that
was the answer to the humanitarian
question of whether America could

increase its immigration quotas in light
of Germany’s (and Austria’s) persecution
of their Jewish population.
The Saint Paul Pioneer Press
conceptualized Germany’s “terrorism”
against its Jews to reversion to the
Middle Ages “today” with reversion to
the Middle Ages against Christianity
likely “tomorrow” (November 14, 1938).
The victims of 15th century German
barbarism received little succor from
this 20th century newspaper. Citing
concerns with unemployment, the
Pioneer Press acquiesced to the western
nations’ ostensible
opposition
to
Jewish
immigration based
on
economic
absorption.
The
newspaper
supported the plan
of
Ambassador
Joseph Kennedy
to resettle Jews in
sparsely populated
corners of the
world (e.g. Guinea
and Tanganyika) –
plans that already
had been demonstrated to have little
support at the Evian Conference of July,
1938.
Opposition to Jewish immigration
to the United States was also tied up with
the divide between Interventionists and
Isolationists in connection with United
States foreign policy towards Germany.
Charles Lindbergh, America’s most
prominent Isolationist, delivered a

nationwide radio speech on September
11, 1941, accusing the Jews, Britain and
Hollywood of driving the United States
into war. Despite criticism of the speech
such vitriol only made advocacy
for increased Jewish immigration
more difficult. As the pace of
Nazi aggression increased in
1940, support for Interventionist
groups such as the Century
Group and the Committee to
Defend America by Aiding the
Allies increased. The Roosevelt
Administration won hard fought
public relations and Congressional
battles over the destroyer exchange, draft
extension and Lend-Lease. In trying to
carefully cultivate public opinion for
American preparedness there was no
political capital available for generating
public support for Jewish immigration
to the United States.
This pattern of editorial behavior
was seen in the Twin Cities newspapers
not just in 1940-1941 but at the time of
the Kristallnacht. The St. Paul Pioneer
Press supported F.D.R.’s preparedness
agenda and reacted to the Kristallnacht
by
supporting
the
development of stronger
air and naval forces for the
United States (November
17, 1938). Nevertheless,
the editorial was silent
on the issue of Jewish
immigration even as –
in the words of Chaim
Weizmann in 1936: “[t]
he world seemed to be
divided into two parts –
those places where Jews
could not live and those
where they could not
enter.”

