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David Feinberg, Beth Andrews, and storyteller Eduardo Cabrera, with 
contributions from artists Michelle Englund and Kimchi Hoang and students 

Olivia Novotny and Kristin Anton. 
 

Eduardo Cabrera is a Professor of Spanish and Chair of the Department of 

Modern Languages at Millikin University, where he incorporates his experiences with 
the violation of human rights in Latin America, in most of his classes. 
 

Born in Argentina, Dr. Cabrera was a member of the human rights organization 
Asamblea Permanente por los Derechos Humanos (Permanent Assembly for Human 

Rights) during the military dictatorship. In the late 70s he lived in El Salvador, Central 
America, where he had the opportunity of experiencing first-hand the social and political 
problems of the country at a time when the Revolutionary Government Junta took 

power, followed by a civil war. Dr. Cabrera migrated to the U.S. in 1985, immediately 
becoming interested in the situation of undocumented Latinos, a subject he studies with 

passion. In 2011 Dr. Cabrera organized a march in the City of Decatur, in support of 
undocumented people in the United States. 
 

When he first approached his painting, Dr. Cabrera was confused. His first 
instinct was to “compensate the aggressiveness of the color with more light, or happier 

colors.” He began to paint twisting lines that resembled pathways. 
 

The pathways that wind throughout the piece are "labyrinths" which represent the 

many directions that people could go in their lifetime. The expression in the painting was 
an expression of what was in his subconscious—that was the period of Human Rights 

atrocities that affected his whole life, the period between 1976 and 1983 during which 
there was a terrible military dictatorship in Argentina. 

 

“I tried to represent the labyrinths that we find in life, there are many labyrinths, 
that doesn’t mean that humans beings are lost in the labyrinths, it means they are within 

them. I think it is my representation what I feel human beings are in life,” Cabrera said. 
 

To finish the artwork, there needed to be a very personal symbol from his life. 

Cabrera said he is a champion chess master, and his favorite piece was a Knight. The 
curvilinear lines of the Knight are surprisingly matched up with a labyrinth in the upper 

left hand corner of the painting, where the symbol was added. 


