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From the Director
 
Spring is almost here, and at the Center for Holocaust and
Genocide Studies this is an extra-busy time. After an inspiring
symposium of the "Reframing Mass Violence" research
collaborative (summarized below), we are getting ready for an
intense and diverse program of activities in the final stretch of the
semester.
 
In 2011 the Minnesota Legislature passed a remarkable
resolution that designated April as Genocide Awareness and
Prevention Month. One hundred years have passed since April
1915, when the Ottoman Turkish authorities began arresting and
murdering Armenian politicians and intellectuals in the first step
of the systematic decimation of the civilian Armenian population.
Seventy years have passed since April/May 1945, when the
Allies liberated Europe from the Nazi yoke. Forty years have
passed since April 1975, when the Khmer Rouge entered the
capital of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, and began a four-year
campaign of mass destruction, killing 2 million people.
 
These anniversaries provide a valuable opportunity to reflect,
educate, and advance scholarship concerning the causes and
devastating consequences of genocide. In this spirit, CHGS and
its campus partners have planned a series of events to mark the
centennial of the Armenian genocide: a public lecture by Prof.
Bedross Der Matossian, an international student conference, and
a workshop for secondary educators. These events represent
three principles that guide the work of CHGS: to advance
knowledge about the events; to honor the victims, survivors, and
those who keep their memory alive; and to encourage students
and educators to reflect upon the moral and political questions
raised by past atrocities as they apply in today's world.
 
We greatly appreciate your continued support, and we
encourage you to participate by joining us at our upcoming
events.

 
Alejandro Baer

Events
TODAY! 
Thursday, March 19
Jewish Refugees in Shanghai Exhibition
Opening Events
 

http://confucius.umn.edu/jewish-refugees-in-shanghai/index.php


  

Yehudit Shendar, Retired Deputy Director
and Senior Art Curator, Yad Vashem
The Insatiable Pursuit of Art: Nazi Art
Looting: Perpetrators, Victims, Provenance
Researchers
Tuesday, April 14, 7:00pm
(Light reception to begin at 6:15pm)
Weisman Art Museum
 

 

 
In describing the plunder of art by the Third Reich in his
book Nazi Looting, Gerald Aalders writes: "Never in history has a
collection so great been amassed with so little scruple."
 
The massive looting continues to resound in the frequent
headlines of the world press, which report on the efforts of Jewish

http://confucius.umn.edu/jewish-refugees-in-shanghai/
http://chgs.umn.edu/news/centernews.php?entry=434070


Holocaust victims' heirs to regain possession of the property
stolen from their families. In November 2013 a cache of 1400
works of art was seized by the Bavarian internal revenue
authorities from the apartment of Cornelius Gurlitt, the son of one
of four art dealers allowed under the Nazis to trade modern art.
Yehudit Shendar, a world leading expert in Holocaust Art and
Nazi art plundering, was selected as an appointee to an
international task force assigned to research the provenance of
these recently-discovered works.
 

In her upcoming lecture at the Weisman Art
Museum, Yehudit Shendar will share
perspectives, insights and personal
accounts of her work in what was coined by
Jonathan Petropoulos, a professor of
history at Claremont McKenna College, as
"The most important discovery of Nazi-
looted art since the Allies discovered the
hoards in the salt mines and the castles."
 

 
RSVPs encouraged  

Armenian Genocide Centennial 
University of Minnesota Events

 

Armenian Genocide Centennial
Community Events

As the centennial of the Armenian Genocide approaches several

http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2013/nov/05/picasso-matisse-nazi-art-munich
http://www.vanityfair.com/news/2014/04/degenerate-art-cornelius-gurlitt-munich-apartment
http://shendar.eventbrite.com
http://chgs.umn.edu/news/centernews.php?entry=434088


events throughout the Twin Cities are being organized to
commemorate the victims of the first genocide of the twentieth
century.
 
Below is a list of upcoming events connected to the Armenian
Genocide. For a complete and up to date list, be sure to check
the Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies website. 
 

Khachkar (Cross stone) to be installed at
St. Sahag Armenian Church.

 
Lecture by Richard Hovhannisian
Tuesday April 14th, 7:00pm
William Mitchell College of Law Auditorium
875 Summit Ave, St Paul, MN 55104
Sponsored by World Without Genocide
 
Ecumenical Prayer Service
Dedicated to 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide and
all the Genocides and Martyrs of Faith
Saturday, April 18th, 3:00pm
Cathedral of St. Paul
239 Selby Ave, St Paul, MN 55102
 
April 24th Commemoration Event
Friday, April 24th, 7:00pm
St. Sahag Armenian Church
203 N Howell St, St Paul, MN 55104
Khachkar (Cross stone) will be installed in the front yard of St.
Sahag Armenian Church by April 24th 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, April 26th
St. Sahag Armenian Church
203 N Howell St, St Paul, MN 55104
 
In addition to the events here, the Armenian Apostolic
Churches of America will be sponsoring a three day series of
events May 7th - 9th in Washington DC. For more information,
log onto the National Commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide Centennial's website.  Another resource to check out
is the State Commission on Coordination of the Events for the
Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide.

Complete Spring CHGS Program Listings

http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/events-and-programs/upcoming-events/april-14-100th-anniversary-of-the-armenian-genocide
http://www.saintsahag.org/StSahagFlyer.pdf
http://www.saintsahag.org/index.html
http://www.armenianchurch-ed.net/get-involved/armenian-genocide-centennial/national-events/
http://armeniangenocide100.org/


Wednesday, March 25, 5:00pm
Andrea Sinn (University of California at Berkeley), "Despite The
Holocaust: Rebuilding Jewish Life In Germany After
1945" (organized by the Department of German, Scandinavian,
and Dutch) 
135 Nicholson Hall
 
Friday, April 10, 12:15pm 
Robyn Autry (Wesleyan University), "A Usable Body: Coax-ing
the Body Into and Out of Captivity at Black History Muse-
ums" (organized by the Department of Sociology) 
1114 Social Sciences 
 
Monday, April 13, 5:00pm 
Xu Xin (Nanjing University, China), "Jews in Modern China" 
In connection with the exhibit "Jewish Refugees in China",
organized by the Confucius Institute, the Jewish Community
Relations Council and the Sabes JCC.
3M Auditorium, Carlson School of Management 
 
Tuesday, April 14, 6:15pm 
Yehudit Shendar (Yad Vashem), "The Insatiable Pursuit of Art:
Nazi Art Looting -- Perpetrators, Victims, Provenance Re-
searchers" 
Riverview Gallery, Weisman Art Museum
RSVPs encouraged
 
Sunday, April 19, 7:30pm
Erica Lehrer (Concordia University, Montreal), "(Polish) Gentiles
Doing Jewish stuff....and the Jews Who Love/Hate Them" 
(organized by the Center for Jewish Studies) 
Beth Jacob Congregation 
 
Monday, April 20, 12:00pm 
Erica Lehrer (Concordia University, Montreal), "Curating
Memories in Conflict: new ethnography in an old museum"
(organized by the Center for Jewish Studies) 
Weisman Art Museum
 
Thursday, April 23, 7:00pm 
Bedross Der Matossian (University of Nebraska - Lincoln), "The
Armenian Genocide Historiography on the Eve of the Centennial:
From Continuity to Contingency"
(organized by the Arsham and Charlotte Ohanessian Chair) 
Humphrey Forum 
 
Friday, April 24 
100 Years of Genocide 
Student Conference 
Humphrey Center 
 
Saturday, April 25 
WWI and the Armenian Genocide 
Teacher Workshop 
1210 Heller Hall 
 

Event Review
International Symposium "Reframing Mass Violence: Social
Memories and Human Rights in Post-Communist Europe"

Support CHGS
The Center for
Holocaust and
Genocide Studies
(CHGS) promotes
academic research,
education and
public awareness
on the Shoah, other
genocides and
current forms of
mass violence. 
CHGS relies on
your generous
support
to help us maintain
and create our
internationally
recognized
resources and
programs.
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John-Paul Himka

(IAS Collaborative)
March 4-6, 2015
 
An international symposium on "Contested Past, Contested
Present: Social Memories and Human Rights in Post-Communist
Europe" took place at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities on
March 4-6. It was organized by the IAS Collaborative "Reframing
Mass Violence", and sponsored by the Human Rights Program
and the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, among
other supporters.
 

The symposium opened with a
keynote lecture by Prof. John-Paul
Himka , who spoke about the
reception of the Holocaust in post-
Communist Europe, especially its
legacies in Poland and Ukraine. On
Thursday and Friday, sessions
covered different aspects of
contested memories in post-
Communist European countries, from
depictions in theater, museums, and
film, to transitional justice policies,
and the current conflict in the Ukraine.
The presentations and ensuing
discussions illustrated that the past of

post-Communist states remains, indeed, a contested space,
negotiating narratives of rising nationalism, victimhood,
responsibility, retribution and rehabilitation.
 
Several themes emerged as central to the discussion of post-
Communist memory. First, one theme highlighted the tension, but
also interaction between a multiplicity of vernacular memories
and often more hegemonic, official ones. Dr. Lars Breuer
addressed this in the German and Polish context, as categories
of perpetrator and victim appear fluid, and memories
multidirectional. Prof. Matti Jutila also focused on challenging
interpretations of the past by examining the film "The Soviet
Story". He argued that the film illustrates the "Double Genocide"
thesis, which seeks to posit Soviet atrocities on par, if not as
exceeding those committed during the Holocaust, and asked
how might it be possible to criticize the political use of mass
atrocities without denying or downplaying their significance.
 

Alejandro Baer, Matti Jutila, and Lars Breuer

 
The second key theme was the potentiality of creative spaces to
deal with past atrocities, but also their limitations. Prof. Sarah
Wagner addressed this in her talk about Srebrenica, noting that
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parallel sites of commemoration exist in the space, symbolizing
the divided publics not in conversation with one another. The
potentiality of creative spaces as redemptive was also
highlighted during the last session of the symposium, where Prof.
Michal Kobialka presented on a 1944 staging of "The Return of
Odysseus" by Tadeusz Kantor in a bomb-damaged room in
Krakow as a radical event, bringing into question the distinction
between being and appearance, use value and uselessness, and
the role of art as autonomous. Referencing a more contemporary
context, Margarita Kompelmakher spoke about the Belarus Free
Theater's performance as one of a human rights paradigm,
aiming to be universal, but also limited by the very explicit body it
uses to make its point.

 

Thomas Wolfe, Jelena Subotic, Sarah Wagner, and Barbara Frey

 
The third theme was that of transition, justice and rehabilitation.
Prof. Jelena Subotic spoke about the ways a mythologized
Communist past shapes how former Yugoslav states imagine
their future, at times building on problematic and nationalist pre-
WWII narratives and mechanistic assessments of success by
ICTY standards. Thomas Wolfe questioned the nature of the field
of transitional justice. Its assumptions, its philosophical sources
and allegiances, its methodological orientations, and most of all,
its understanding of how the past exists in, living through the
present. Dr. Ryan Molz addressed the lustration policies in
Macedonia, Croatia and Serbia, arguing that each of the states
had a differing level of implementation of this vetting process due
to internal factors, while external factors, such as the international
community, have largely been unsupportive of lustration policies.
Later, Prof. Adam Czarnota addressed the tension between a
demand for formal "rule of law" in countries in transition and the
realities of lived memory and informal rule of law already existing
in the states. Czarnota noted that there is often a "supply of law",
but no matching demand in transitional contexts. Finally, Prof.
Nadya Nedelsky spoke about Slovakia's struggle with its past,
pointing out that societal and academic discourse often do not
intertwine on the ground, leading to deeply problematic issues,
such as the downplaying of the Nazi-aligned state of the 1930s.
 

J. Brian Atw ood addresses a full room of participants

 



The symposium also held a session on the Ukraine conflict,
where professors John-Paul Himka, George O. Liber and J.
Brian Atwood addressed the different aspects of the current
events. Himka spoke about the role of the regional specifics of
Ukraine, and historical differences between them, while Liber
addressed Vladimir Putin's response to the Ukrainian Revolution
of 2013-2015 and Russia's current aggressive foreign policy in
the region. Atwood provided an informative view on the current
crisis from a U.S. perspective, based on many years of
experience in various state institutions, including USAID.
 
Overall, the event foregrounded issues of how long a transition
lasts, what are ways contested pasts are conceptualized and
dealt with, legally, commemoratively, and artistically, and how
memories can be and are at times used for political purposes.
The symposium also highlighted a need to balance contested
memories, interpretations of the past with long-term policies that
are not merely cosmetic and mechanistic, but often demand a
true reevaluation of a country's history. However, this demands
interest and a willingness to do so by the communities in the
states themselves. Arguably, the race for EU accession and
externally shaped Transitional Justice policies may have resulted
in speedy formal establishment of institutions to this effect, but
equally seems to have in some instances created a space for
hegemonic and reductionist narratives to take hold.  
 
Arta Ankrava (Ph.D candidate Dept. of Sociology) 
 
(Full video recordings of all sessions available here, here, and here.)

CHGS videos, newly available
Yehuda Bauer, IHRA Honorary Chairman
"Was Rescue a Realistic Possibility During the Holocaust?"
International Colloquium: Bystanders, Rescuers or Perpetrators?
The Neutrals and the Shoah
Centro Sefarad-Israel,Madrid, Spain
November 24-26, 2014 

Was Rescue a Realistic Possibility During the Holocaust?
(Yehuda Bauer)

 
Bearing Witness 70 Years after the Liberation of Auschwitz
Conversation with artist Félix de la Concha
Weisman Art Museum, University of Minnesota
January 26, 2015

http://ias.umn.edu/2015/03/04/himka/
http://ias.umn.edu/2015/03/04/rmv/
http://ias.umn.edu/2015/03/05/violence/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XEsSb1gbL8&list=PL12lULR3TvXgsmnzuY1-OuYRB98Emuyur
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XEsSb1gbL8&list=PL12lULR3TvXgsmnzuY1-OuYRB98Emuyur
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krmtA-8fXOQ&list=PL12lULR3TvXi3T4NMzJjoLEXgfhfs_7qA


A conversation w ith artist Felix de la Concha

John-Paul Himka
"Bringing the Dark Past to Light: The Reception of the Holocaust
in Post-Communist Europe"
International Symposium "Reframing Mass Violence: Social
Memories and Human Rights in Post-Communist Europe"
University of Minnesota
March 4, 2015 

Eye on Africa
What have you done for Darfur lately?
By Wahutu Siguru
 
 
Talking to a journalist in Nairobi this weekend, he mentioned
something that I thought was as unnerving as it was interesting.
The journalist lamented at the fact that it seemed the world had
gotten so tired of Darfur that the news of soldiers raping at least
221 women and girls in the village of Tabit last October hardly
caused a ripple. The first allegations of the 36-hour rape ordeal
came in November when Radio Dabanga (The Hague) initially
reported on the crimes. In December, the ICC prosecutor
decided to shelve the war crimes probe after almost five years of
stagnation by the world court, stating she needed more support
to address Sudan's lack of cooperation, and that the rape of the
200 women and girls in the village "should shock [the] council into
action." Sudanese security forces killed approximately 200
protesters in 2014 and the Sudanese state has been so
confident that nothing would happen to it, it created a new force,
the Rapid Support Forces, which was accused of having burned
3,000 villages in 2014. 
 

 We have come a long way from events
that sought to raise awareness such as
'Rock for Darfur' (which according to
Voice of America had 22 concert in
2006 alone), a long way from buying,
and proudly donning, t-shirts with 'Save
Darfur' emblazoned on them. Syria, Iraq,
Liberia, South Sudan, and Central
Africa Republic have overtaken Darfur
in the attention sweepstakes in the
news. In previous posts I have talked
about Compassion Fatigue and the four
horsemen of the apocalypse whenever
atrocities were covered in the media.
However, when is it ok to say enough is
enough? When do we, as global

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krmtA-8fXOQ&list=PL12lULR3TvXi3T4NMzJjoLEXgfhfs_7qA
http://ias.umn.edu/2015/03/04/himka/
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/02/11/sudan-mass-rape-army-darfur
http://www.voanews.com/content/sudanese-army-accused-of-mass-rape-in-darfur/2639017.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/14/icc-darfur-war-crimes-fatou-bensouda-sudan
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/14/icc-darfur-war-crimes-fatou-bensouda-sudan
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/02/11/sudan-mass-rape-army-darfur


citizens, stop shaking our heads and going "tsk tsk, it is so sad
what is happening in that country"?  These are questions I have
asked myself over the past few years. As a graduate student, I
have often wondered if my keeping an eye on Darfur is influenced
by the fact that my research is in the region. Would it matter as
much if my research was on, say, farming practices in Africa?  I
would like to think it would, if for no reason other than the fact that
my country (Kenya) shares a border with South Sudan. I would
like to think that whenever I opened the local daily at a coffee
shop, or on my way to work in the morning, I would read the news
about Darfur and seek out like-minded individuals to try and help
in some way, shape or form. What form of help this would be I'm
not sure as of yet. So to the question, what have I done for Darfur
lately? My honest answer is not as much as I would have liked to
do. As Darfur has morphed into a conflict occurring in the
shadows (a dreadful prospect) my sense of hopelessness has
also increased. What will your answer be?
 
Wahutu Siguru is the 2013 Badzin Fellow in Holocaust and Genocide Studies
and PhD candidate in the Sociology department at the University of
Minnesota. Siguru's research interests are in the Sociology of Media,
Genocide, Mass Violence and Atrocities (specifically on issues of
representation of conflicts in Africa such as Darfur and Rwanda), Collective
Memory, and perhaps somewhat tangentially Democracy and Development in
Africa.  

Book of the Month
Holocaust Archaeologies: Approaches and
Future Directions
by Caroline Sturdy Colls

Publisher: Springer
2015
Pages: 358

Holocaust Archaeologies: Approaches and Future Directions
aims to move archaeological research concerning the Holocaust
forward through a discussion of the variety of the political, social,
ethical and religious issues that surround investigations of this
period and by considering how to address them. It considers the
various reasons why archaeological investigations may take
place and what issues will be brought to bear when fieldwork is
suggested. It presents an interdisciplinary methodology in order
to demonstrate how archaeology can (uniquely) contribute to the
history of this period. Case examples are used throughout the
book in order to contextualise prevalent themes and a variety of
geographically and typologically diverse sites throughout Europe
are discussed. This book challenges many of the widely held



perceptions concerning the Holocaust, including the idea that it
was solely an Eastern European phenomena centred on
Auschwitz and the belief that other sites connected to it were
largely destroyed or are well-known. The typologically , temporally
and spatial diverse body of physical evidence pertaining to this
period is presented and future possibilities for investigation of it
are discussed. Finally, the volume concludes by discussing
issues relating to the "re-presentation" of the Holocaust and the
impact of this on commemoration, heritage management and
education. This discussion is a timely one as we enter an age
without survivors and questions are raised about how to educate
future generations about these events in their absence.

For more information click here.
 

 WWW.CHGS.UMN.EDU  

http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/anthropology+%26+archaeology/book/978-3-319-10640-3
http://www.chgs.umn.edu
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_219
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