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From the Director
November 9: A day of infamy or a day of
celebration?

Piece of Berlin Wall near Hitler's Bunker and the Memorial to the Murdered Jews
of Europe, Berlin 2012 by J. Elowitz

"If there is such a thing as collective memory," wrote social
anthropologist Paul Connerton, "we are likely to find it in
commemorations." Anniversaries and commemorations declare
certain events in history to be worth remembering. They enable
states to shape a particular self-image and convey a sense of
shared identity among the population.
This past weekend, Germany launched three days of celebrations
marking the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall on
November 9, 1989, which led eventually to a reunified German
state. The bright lights of the jubilee, however, may cast a shadow
on other important events in German history that also took place
on November 9, events to which the German post-war division
can be traced back. On November 9, 1923, Adolf Hitler's Beer
Hall Putsch marked the emergence of the Nazi Party as an
important player in Germany's political landscape. On the night of
November 9, 1938, Nazis set hundreds of synagogues on fire
throughout Germany and annexed Austria, vandalized Jewish
homes, schools and businesses and killed close to 100 Jews in
what became known as Kristallnacht, or the Night of Broken
Glass.
What history should inhabit Germany's collective memory? Five

years ago, during the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,
I was teaching at a German university. When I confronted my
students with the less-jubilant occurrences of November 9, several
expressed a sense of Holocaust fatigue and asserted their right
not to be constantly reminded of the Nazis' evil deeds. They also
said that they were entitled to a positive identification with their
history, as were people of any other nation.
We know that too much remembering can create a threat of
exhaustion. But replacing shameful pasts with selectively adapted
histories that are consistent with an affirmative collective memory
can have adverse consequences. In this case, it clearly imperils
the important self-reflective and anti-nationalistic culture of
remembrance that emerged in German society as it sought to
come to terms with its Nazi past.
Both pasts, the Nazi crimes and the partition of Germany, are
connected. This twofold remembrance on November 9 may serve
Germans as a counterbalance to the flood of self-congratulation
that is engulfing the country during these days of celebration.

Alejandro Baer

Articles
More than a Name: 82 years of NFL Racism
By Joe Eggers

Poster from November 2, 2014 protest at TCF Stadium.
Photo courtesy of Joe Eggers.

When the National Football League's Washington Redskins
franchise travelled to the University's TCF Stadium to play the
Vikings, they brought with them a considerable amount of
controversy. It has been difficult to avoid the debate surrounding
the Washington team and their controversial moniker. This is not
solely a Minnesota phenomenon; nearly all of the team's away
games have seen a significant amount of protest by both sides.

The use of the redskin name has pitted advocates of a change to
a more inclusive name against supporters of the football team
and their more than eighty year history. While fans of the
franchise argue that the name does not reflect any racism, it is
important to understand the origins of the term redskin and how it
fits into the wider context of the Native American genocide.
The Washington Redskins are amongst the oldest NFL
franchises, having been established in 1932. However, the origins
of the term redskin run much deeper. Its first usage is uncertain,
but the term entered American lexicon sometime in the late
eighteenth century. In the 1840's at the height of Manifest Destiny,
racism towards Native people began to increase. Using redskin
and other derogative language to describe Native people was
used to differentiate them from 'civilized' European culture. This
would make it easier for the influx of settlers migrating west to
confiscate tribal lands.
By the 1860's, we can find evidence of the term being used for
bounties on Native Americans in Winona. Even beloved children's
author L. Frank Baum, who wrote the Wizard of Oz, used the term
redskin while openly advocating for the elimination of Native
American people. The usage of the term helped reinforce the us
versus them mentality of the United States at the time, making it
easier to initiate the American-Indian Wars, which totally
destroyed Native American culture in the U.S. In 1915, Redskin
Rimes was published. It included a direct rebuttal of James
Fennimore Cooper's (author of The Last of the Mohicans)
assessment of the noble Native. By this time, the term redskin
was firmly entrenched as a slur against Native people. With this
historical understanding it is impossible to understand
Washington Redskins owner Daniel Snyder's claims that
the team name honors Native communities.
In the months before the November 2nd game, the University
made an attempt to block the use of the Redskin name, but
agreements between the school, the Vikings and NFL restricted
the university's ability to dictate any changes, including the usage
and display of the controversial team name. Before the game,
thousands of protesters gathered outside TCF Stadium to
vocalize their anger at institutionalized racism. It is easy to think of
the 21st century as being far removed from the atrocities
committed in the United States against Native American people,
but the insistence on keeping the Redskins name is a stark, ugly
reminder that progress has not come as far as we think. Until the
National Football League and its Washington franchise agree to
change its name, it will forever be stigmatized with an aura of
ignorance and racism.
Joe Eggers is a second year University of Minnesota Master's of Liberal
Studies student studying human rights from a sociological perspective. His
work ing thesis topic explores the cultural genocide experienced by Native
American peoples.

Events
Surviving Forced Disappearance: Identity
and Meaning
A Conversation with Gabriel Gatti (Professor of Sociology,
University of the Basque Country, Spain)
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Thursday, November 20, 3:00p.m. Room 710 Social Sciences
(Spanish with translation)
Due in large part to humanitarian law and transitional justice, the
categories of detained-disappeared and forced disappearance
are today well established - so much so that in some places like
Argentina and Uruguay an intense social life has taken shape
around them and in their wake. Victims mix with institutions, laws,
and professionals (forensic anthropologists, social scientists,
jurists, psychologists, artists, archivists, writers), occupying
intersecting positions and doing so with varied narratives, from
the epic and heroic to the tragic and traumatic. Based on
extensive fieldwork in Argentina and Uruguay, Gatti analyzes
these worlds in an attempt to understand how one inhabits the
categories that international law has constructed to mark, judge,
think about, and repair horror.
Gabriel Gatti is Professor of Sociology at the University of the
Basque Country, Spain. His research and teaching focus on
contemporary forms of identity, in particular those constituted in
situations of social catastrophe, rupture, and fracture. He is the
author of Identidades débiles, Identidades desaparecidas, Les
nouveaux répčres de l'identité collective en Europe, and Basque
society. His latest work, Surviving Forced Disappearance in
Argentina and Uruguay: Identity and Meaning was published in
august of 2014. He is also a main researcher behind the
Mundo(s) de victimas (World(s) of victims) a study of four cases
that deal with the construction of the "victim" category in
contemporary Spain.
Professor Gatti's visit is part of the Reframing Mass Violence
Collaborative Series. Sponsored by the Institute for Advanced
Study, the Human Rights Program, the Department of Sociology,
the Department of Political Science and the Department of
Spanish & Portuguese.

Bystanders, Rescuers or Perpetrators? The
Neutrals and the Shoah. Facts, Myths and
Counter Myths. International Conference in
Madrid, Spain.

Spanish military policeman and German soldier at the Irun-Hendaye border
crossing (1940). Source: Archivo General de la Administracion, Madrid.

The international conference will be held at Centro Sefarad-Israel
in Madrid, Spain on November 24 and 26 and will aim at
addressing the following issues: The neutral countries' reactions
to Nazi anti-Jewish policies and their own policies on Jewish
refugees;Their response to the German ultimatum of 1943 to
either repatriate Jews with citizenship from their respective
countries who lived in Nazi-occupied Europe or to allow their
deportation;The genesis and long-lasting effects of "rescue
myths", the current state of the discussion regarding the neutral
countries' positions during the Holocaust;The dealing with the
history of the Jewish persecution in state fact-finding
commissions and committees of historians;Approaches to
Holocaust education in neutral countries.Holocaust public memory
(ceremonies, memorials, museums) and memory politics in
neutral countries.
CHGS director Alejandro Baer will introduce "The Politics of
Rescue Myths. Lessons from Spain." on the panel "Rescue Myth,
Public Debates, Historical Investigations."
This conference is supported by the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) and sponsored by Centro Sefarad
Israel - Madrid; Center for Holocaust and Genocide StudiesUniversity of Minnesota; Mémorial de la Shoah - Paris; History
Unit of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland Berne; Topography of Terror Foundation - Berlin; Living History
Forum - Stockholm; Memoshoá/Association for the Education
and Remembrance of the Holocaust - Lisbon and Tarih
Vakfı/History Foundation - Istanbul.
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Eye on Africa
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One of the lasting effects of the genocide in Rwanda is that all
African conflicts are always compared to Rwanda. The metric
always seems to be whether or not they will be as bad as
Rwanda if intervention does not occur. Rwanda has become a
sign of guilt, a reminder that we as humanity did nothing to stop
one of the more atrocious and rapid killings of peoples in an
African country. Of course this ignores that the Democratic
Republic of Congo has been embroiled in some variation of the
same conflict for as almost as long as I've been alive (and I'm
somewhat old enough to remember images of the late Mandela
walking free from Robben Island holding Winnie Madikizela's
hand).
When the atrocities in Darfur first made international headlines
several politicians and advocacy groups were quick to categorise
it as a conflict pitting Christians against Muslims. There was a
sense of déjŕ vu; a clearly identifiable group (Muslims/Arabs) was
killing another discernable group (Christians/black African).
Samantha Power, (herself an advocate of intervention) would
subsequently start working on raising awareness with a rising star
in intervention advocacy circles- John Prendergast. Soon,
celebrities like George Clooney (Sudan), Ben Affleck (DRC) and
Don Cheadle (Genocide and the environment) had pet projects in
African countries. Africa as a whole, and Sudan specifically, has
provided the opportunity for foreigners to "find themselves" what
scholars refer to as individuation. As eloquently expressed by
Alex Perry's wonderful piece for Newsweek a few weeks ago, no
place has suffered more from individuation than South Sudan.
As the conflict in South Sudan has raged on over the past several
months one thing has become clear, president Kiir and his
erstwhile deputy Dr. Machar appear to be in no hurry to solve the
crisis. Despite numerous peace meetings, renewed hostilities
seem to appear each day with both sides blaming each other.
What is frustrating is that the same voices that were keen on
pushing for South Sudan's independence appear content with
issuing statements lamenting the humanitarian crisis.
You may ask, "shouldn't the onus to stop the conflict be on the
government of South Sudan?" Yes it should, however this question
assumes that South Sudan had a proper functioning government
to begin with. It assumes that the state apparatus was such that
accountability and transparency were built-in from the get-go. The
truth is that none of these things existed prior to this crisis and
they certainly do not exist now. All the humanitarian help that was
poured into South Sudan once it became a country never seemed
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particularly interested in this. Neither was president Kiir's
government ever held accountable.
The guilt of having not done anything to stop Rwanda in 1994
meant that a lot of humanitarians were willing to turn a blind eye to
massive levels of corruption and lawlessness. They went as far as
setting up a $526 Billion fund for infrastructure project (in a country
with plenty of oil). Moreover, the impact of the ClooneyPrendergast type of intervention has meant that even South
Sudanese government officials are willing to forgo their
responsibility to protect if it means continued humanitarian
intervention. No one epitomises this more clearly than South
Sudan's former ambassador to the US (on trial for treason)
remarking, "George Clooney must get more engaged now to
help shape the future of this country."
And that is the complicated and incongruous nature of the
relationship between humanitarians and conflicts in Africa.
Wahutu Siguru is the 2013 & Spring 2015 Badzin Fellow in Holocaust and
Genocide Studies and PhD candidate in the Sociology department at the
University of Minnesota. Siguru's research interests are in the Sociology of
Media, Genocide, Mass Violence and Atrocities (specifically on issues of
representation of conflicts in Africa such as Darfur and Rwanda), Collective
Memory, and perhaps somewhat tangentially Democracy and Development in
Africa.

Announcements
2013-2014 Annual Report now available
online
The CHGS annual report is now available in PDF on our website.
The report includes highlights of programs, events and articles of
the 2013-2014 academic year. To directly view the report
click here.

Bearing Witness: 70 Years after the
Liberation of Auschwitz: Featuring Felix de la
Concha's "Portraits & Conversations with
Survivors of the Shoah"

Survivor Walter Schwartz and
artist Felix de la Concha, "Portraits and Conversations"

Monday, January 26, 2015
5:00p.m.-8:00p.m.
Weisman Art Museum
The Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies and its campus
and community partners invite you to a special evening of events
to mark the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. CHGS
will unveil the eight Minnesotan portraits of the forty overall
paintings done for the "Portraits & Conversations with Survivors
of the Shoah" project we coordinated with Spanish portrait artist
Felix de la Concha. The evening will also include a reception, a
talk from Holocaust and Auschwitz survivor Dora Zaidenweber,
and an interview and Q&A with Felix de la Concha.
More information to be announced soon.
This project was made possible in part with the support of Rimon: The Jewish
Arts Council, an initiative of the Minneapolis Federation.

100 years of Genocide: Student Conference:
A Call for Papers

Something Remembered is Never Forgotten. Mixed Media Installation. 1993
Robert Barsamian. CHGS Virtual Museum.

As we approach the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, the
Human Rights Program and the Institute for Global Studies will be
hosting three days of events to commemorate this centennial.
The events will include a public lecture featuring Professor
Bedross Der Matossian, organized by the Archam and Charlotte
Ohanessian Chair (April 23), a student conference, entitled "One
Hundred Years of Genocide" (April 24) and a K-16 teacher
workshop (April 25).
The objectives of these events are to promote public
understanding of the genocide and the fates of those who lost
their lives and those who escaped. The events will also analyze
responses by the international community (and/or lack thereof),
and discuss the long-term implications for international policy and
actions to prevent and respond to genocide. In addition to these
events the Armenian Community of Minnesota will also be

commemorating the genocide with their own special
programming.
The student conference seeks to bring together graduate and
advanced undergraduate students from different disciplines that
are working on the Armenian or other episodes of genocide and
mass violence. Deadline for submissions is January 15, 2015.
For complete guidelines and information click here.

Award-Winning Polish Film Ida to stream on
Netflix beginning November 22

From acclaimed director Pawel Pawlikowski (Last Resort, My
Summer of Love) comes Ida, a moving and intimate drama about
a young novitiate nun in 1960s Poland who, on the verge of taking
her vows, makes a shocking discovery about her past.
One of Jodi Elowitz's (CHGS outreach coordinator) favorite films
of 2014. To read her article about Ida click here.

Ida - Official Trailer

Ida - Official Trailer

Book of the Month
The Bloomsbury Companion to Holocaust
Literature

Edited by Jenni Adams
October 2014
Bloomsbury Publishing
The Bloomsbury Companion to Holocaust Literature is a
comprehensive reference resource including a wealth of critical
material on a diverse range of topics within the literary study of
Holocaust writing. At its centre is a series of specially
commissioned essays by leading scholars within the field: these
address genre-specific issues such as the question of
biographical and historical truth in Holocaust testimony, as well as
broader topics including the politics of Holocaust representation
and the validity of comparative approaches to the Holocaust in
literature and criticism.
For more information click here.

Be a light for the U's Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies on
Give to the Max Day November 13, 2014.Make a gift at
http://z.umn.edu/givechgs.
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