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Problem: 
 Outdated 

aesthetically 
unpleasing 1960’s 

style building interior 
and décor. 

Solution:  
 Evaluate available spaces and 

develop a rotating art program that 
will showcase student, faculty and 
community art while fostering an 

inspirational atmosphere of the arts 
and healing. 

Objectives: Develop a rotating art exhibit program to turn an outdated, aesthetically unpleasing 1960s style building interior into a stimulating, thought-provoking, intellectually inspiring atmosphere for studying and learning. 
This space would foster community-building with the Academic Health Center and campus art community by showcasing student and faculty artwork and serving as an inspirational focal point on healing and the arts. 

Outcome:   
Connections with local  and 

campus art communities 
resulting in expressive 

representations of healing 
and the arts 

Feedback on current exhibit, “Yoga On and 
Off the Wall”: I'm a student at the University 
of Minnesota who is currently at the 
Biomedical Library teeming with excitement 
about your photo project. I truly appreciate 
the inspiration, creativity, and time you both 
have spent on this beautiful project. 

Old and faded anatomical 
posters, student posters, or 
just nothing at all adorned 
boring cinder block white 
painted walls on the main 
service floor. 

Diehl Hall, where the Bio-Medical Library occupies 
three and half floors of a total six floors, was built in 
the early 1960’s.  The layout and aesthetics of the 
building are outdated and lacks character.  In summer 2013, a working group was 

established to identify spaces for an art gallery 
in a traditional library building. Walk-a-rounds 
were conducted to inventory and photograph 
available “white spaces” and discuss each 
space’s suitability as an art gallery for the 
display of rotating art collections.  Each 
potential space was evaluated on the degree of 
security (probability of theft or vandalism), 
accessibility to patrons, visibility of artwork, 
versatility of the space (wall art, three 
dimensional, digital) and the amount of 
facilities work needed to convert the space into 
one suitable for displaying art.   

Concurrently, art exhibit polices, application 
forms and webpages from other health 
sciences libraries were located and studied; 
other campus art galleries were visited for 
inspiration on hanging systems, lighting and 
to develop networking among the campus 
art galleys . 

Opening exhibit was a 
University student curated 
project entitled “The (non) 
Functioning Heart”.    The 
second exhibit  profiled 
breast cancer survivors as 
superheroes.   Artists have 
come as referrals from 
other campus galleries or 
through connections with 
local art communities 
interested in the healing 
power of art. 

The Breast Cancer Superhero exhibit 
included activities and a class project 
surveying response to the exhibit. 

Exhibit scheduled for this fall 
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