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ACR O SS TH E ED IT O R'S D ESK 

Because of competition today for atten
tion, let's consider a few basic questions 
thatwill help save time , energy and money. 

Just exactly what do we want our intend
ed audience to do if our communications 
effort is received and understood? Is the 
reaction we want from the audience a rea
sonable one to expect? Should the audience 
really be willing to do what we want them 
to do? What measurable benefits will they 
derive , if our des i red response occurs? 

Unle ss we can anticipate rather well de
fined reactions from the audience, we may 
be just clogging communicati ons channels 
and wasting our time. In many cases, we 
c.an suggest the responses we hope to get. 
These may be in the form of certain com
muni ty actions, individual adoption of prac -
tices or even attitude changes. 

Whe ther the communication m e dium is 
a window display, news story, radio pro 
gram or piece of direct mail, we can make 
clear what we want our audience to do and 
what benefits they will derive . 

Whe n was Coopera t ive Extension work 
started in your county? Since 1964 is the 
fiftie th anniversary of the passage of the 
Smith-Lever Act, it is possible that you 
can relate your program to this celebra
tion. If you find that you can take part lo
cally in this golden anniversary, we may 
be able to send you some helpful materials. 

- -Gerald R . McKay 

(< February 28, 1964 

TOH. A . 'SAND 4-H AGENTS 

How Are Your 4-H New s R e ports? 
Unless they 1re g iven s ome training, 4-H 

reporters usually turn in news copy that is 
merely a dull secretary's report. Agents 
in some states have f ound that "Best R e
porter Awards" g iven each year do much to 
improve the quality of local coverage of 4-H 
activities by the 4-H reporter . Each re
porter is asked to keep a scrapbook of clip
pings and submit these at the end of the 
year. They're judged, and the winner gets 
an award. 

Reminder About 4-H Week 
Remember -- National 4-H Week has 

been changed from M arch to fall. Dates 
are Sept. 26 - 0ct. 3. 

What i s Localizing? 
At workshops we 1ve told you often that 

your stories (and any you get from us) will 
have greatest impact if you localize them. 
Local izing is more than putting your name 
in the release. It means telling about the 
local situation, quoting what local p eople 
are saying, u sing pictures of local people. 

Word Corner 
A good d eal of confusion exists about the 

proper use of the articles a and~ 

A is not always used before a word b e 
ginning with a consonant, nor an before a 
word beginning with a vowel. The rule is : 
us e a before a word b eginning with a c on
sonant sound- -a friend, a United (yu - nited) 
Nations organization. U se an before a word 
beginning with a vowel sound- - an enemy, an 
hour, an M.A.(~) , an F-1 (eff}hybr id . 

Accepted practice i s to use a before 
words b eginning with u or eu when the ini
tial sound is yu (consonant) - a uni on, a 
European nation. - -Jo Nelson 



OFF THE PRESS 

The age-old issue 
over "How easy 
should writing be?" 
might be less per
plexing after a closer 
look at an old maxim 
about Knowing Your 

Audience . Because there 1 s always the 
gnawing poss ibility that the potential au
dience for educational material in, say, 
newspapers will not be particularly re
sponsive to attempts to simplify writing. 
(Not to improve writing , but to n simplify" 
in te r ms of shorter words and sentences.) 

It is p retty well agreed that newspapers 
are often more relied upon as major news 
sources among pe rsons with more educa 
tion. The less the education, the greater 
the tendency to rely upon the electronic 
media. And as education increases, per
hap s the less important i s "readability" as 
often measur ed by formulas (word leng~h 
and sentence length). 

One m i ght note that in the magazine 
fiel d , it is not necessarily those publica
tions with "high rea_dability" scores that 
are gaining circulation (nor financial suc
cess) . The background news magazine, 
the literary magazine, the one full of ar
ticles written at almost academic levels, 
seem to be thriving. 

Research on thi s question is rather 
scarce and inconclusive . An Iowa farm 
magazine several years ago showed that 
increasing readability and human interest 
could apparently lead to increased reader
ship of farm production articles- -up to a 
po int. But extreme attempts to 11 humanize" 
articles on hog production, for example, 
backfire d . 

The increase in numbers of writers 
"back grounding" the news and the space 
they get in present - day daily papers sug
gests that some editors 1 papers are more 
concerned with content than simplified 
writing styles . This view returns us to the 
question of topic vs. style. Both would 
seem t o be important. But more import
ant than style to editor acceptance and 
reader appeal might be the depth and 
meaning within the content. 

- -Phil Tichenor 

ACROSS THE M IKE 

Someone said eco-
nomic poverty is related 
to educational poverty. 
Let's correct both by 
making proper use of ra 
dio and TV. It's a much 
needed public servi ce. 

Agent-Station relationships could be 
improved if you'd contact the radio - TV ed 
itor or farm director (in person or by 
mail) and tell him about the newly available 
bulletins, folders and fact sheets. Let the 
station "plug" 'em. Sugge st that they re 
ceive the requests and then send letters or 
names to you for filling the orders. This 
will help the station increase its mail count. 
And you can get desired material in the 
hands of more people . 

"County Extension Programs" - - that's 
the title of a new radio program onKWOA 
(Worthington) l:lOto 1:15p.m., 6daysa 
week. How did it happen? Well, briefly i 
came about as a result of a meeting of 
agents from six S. W . Minneso ta counties, 
KWOA management and your extension 
radio specialist. Mutual problems were 
"aired. 11 Common i nterests were dis 
cussed and a schedule satisfactory to all 
concerned was started. It pays to see your 
radio editor! 

A Public Interest Award for "exception
al service to farm safety11 was recently re
ceived byKUOMfor work done by Jo Nelson, 
Glenn Prickett and yours truly. This is the 
10th time the station received the award and 
the only station in Minnesota to be so recog 
nized this year . What have youdonelately 
on safety, civil defense or explaining the 
changes in our growing M innesota .? 

Have you read the January, Extension 
Service Review or any of the 1963 Yearbook 
of Agriculture? There 1 s valuable material 
in each. Don 1t miss the chapters on com 
munication (pages 207 -2 09) or on educa 
tional opportunities (pages 36-44) in the 
yearbook. 

Tape recorders are being used more and 
more by extension agents. The newest one 
on the market is the Revere T3000 . It re 
placed model T2000 . TheWollensak T 1500 
which many of you have is still good. The 
price of each machine is around $145 with 
discount . - -Ray Wolf 



I NEW PUBLICATIONS 

1963 P otato Variety Trials in the R ed 
River Valley. P otato Facts 27. O rrin C. 
Turnquist and Robert H. Johansen. R e
ports results of potato variety trials and 
describes the varieties and selections. 
Available early March. 

The Cost of Convenience--whichfood to 
buy. Ext. F. 222. Grace Brill and M ary 
Ryan. D iscusses the various factors to 
consider when selecting food purchases. 
10 - page railroad fold . Available late Feb
ruary. 

Open Growing-Finishing Hog House. 
M-133 . D ennis M . R yan. P lans and in
formati on on constructing and maintaining 
an open hog buil ding. 6 pages. In stock. 

Ventilation of Hog-Finishing Units W ith 
a High Concent ration of Hogs. M- 134. 
Dennis M. Ryan. Comp lete details on b oth 
winter and summer ventilation practices in 
hog-finishing buildings. 4-pages. In stock. 

Slatted Floors for Hogs. M -135. Den
nis M . R yan. Construct ion practices, with 
detail drawings . for installing slatted floors 
in hog houses . 8 pages. Now available. 

REVISED P UBLICATIONS 

Gardeninformation. Extension P. 207. 
C. Gustav Hard , Orrin C . Turnquist, John 
Lofgren, Herbert G. Johnson. Compre
hensive information on garden problems, 
pests , and pest control. Large wall-chart. 
Available early M arch, but do not order be
fore you receive your notification copy. 

Technical P ublication List. An up-to
date listing of the technical bulletins of the 
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Sta
tion. Please discard any old lists. 

NEW REGIONAL PUBLICATIONS 

The Egg Products Industry of the United 
States. NCRResearchPub. 154. Compiled 
by the north-central regional poultry tech
nical committee, NCM-31; M innesota com
mitteemen are agricultural economists D . 
F. Fienup and C . V. Hess. The study is 
based largely on statistical data from gov
ernment sources ; it analyzes certain na
tional economic and technological trends 
in the egg p roducts industry during 1936-
61. Emphasis is on 1956-61 when domestic 
needs governed production and consump
tion. 100 pages ; single copies available on 
request. Might be handy even if you don't 
intend to read it; the colorful cover will 
brighten your bookshelf. 

M INNESOTA FARM AND HOME SCIENCE 

The winter is sue, out soon, car:1es 
these articles: Park Bluegrass- -now it's 
coming from Holland, The Changing Rural 
Family, Rabies in Minnesota, Inheritance 
of Rate of Milking in Dairy Cattle, M inne
sota's Soil Survey, Physical and Chemical 
Characteristics of High-Population Corn, 
Some Problems Facing County Government 
in Rural Minnesota, Insulating Walls of Pole 
Frame Farm Buildings, Flax Rust- -an Old 
Enemy- -Returns, and Zinc and Iron in Cat
tle Rations. There are also brief articles 
on Zonta and Goldstrike chrysanthemums 
and the Regent apple. 

We're using color in Farm and Home 
Science for the first time--it's mainly a 
functional use to reproduce the soil assoc
iation map, in separations on a line graph, 
to define areas in another map, and, hope
fully, to help readers visualize "a four
replicate randomized block design" for 
studies of high-population corn. We'd like 
to know what you think of it. 

The mimeographing handbook should 
reach you who requested it soon. 

Tourist Travel Notes is in press, de
livery date is uncertain. Hope to get it o 

Fruits for Minnesota, 1964. Horticul - you around the first of M arch, but the large 
ture Fact Sheet 3 . L ists the varieties rec- offset press is heavily backlogged and the 
commended on the basis of suitability for issue may be hung up a few more days. 
the four M innesota fruit growing districts. - -Harlan Stoehr 
Available early M arch. Shelly Elliott 
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