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Convergence Colloquia: 
Cultivating Serendipity for Action
The Convergence Colloquia are a new series of multi-disciplinary gatherings that 
advance cutting-edge research to develop innovative solutions and build long-term 
partnerships that improve our world. The University of Minnesota’s Office of the Vice 
President for Research (OVPR) selected the topic of sustainable food systems for its fifth 
colloquium, held on Dec. 11, 2015.

The colloquia serve as action-oriented think thanks focusing on critical issues for our 
communities, from building smarter cities to exploring alternative energy sources 
to addressing water scarcity to advancing health equity, that bring together U of 
M researchers with private, public and nonprofit stakeholders to identify strategic 
collaboration opportunities that can lead to significant impact at the local, state, 
national and global scales.

The colloquia grew out of recommendations from the U of M’s research strategic 
plan, Five Years Forward, to promote a culture of serendipity that advances scientific 
discovery through collaborative thinking and action. Embedded in a strategic vision and 
action plan, the colloquia are grounded in a results-oriented approach that includes 
ongoing evaluation and reflection to ensure accountability and results.

Advance transdisciplinary 
partnerships

Promote culture of 
serendipity

Enhance research 
excellence

Accelerate transfer of 
knowledge for the public 
good

Bringing people together 
in new ways, fostering 
discoveries and making 

our world a better place.

FIVE YEARS FORWARD - Vision and Cornerstones
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Each workshop is intended to engage approximately 50-100 participants from a variety 
of disciplines and fields. Through facilitated sessions and focused dialogue, participants 
work to identify a set of strategic research priorities and explore opportunities for 
collaboration. Serendipity Grants are available to support follow-on collaborative 
research efforts that engage U of M researchers, along with public, private and 
nonprofit participants.

The sustainable food systems colloquium engaged 95 participants from the U of M and 
public, private and nonprofit organizations. Participants represented eight colleges, 
the University of Minnesota Duluth and the University of Minnesota Morris, as well 
as university-wide and cross-college centers such as the Institute on the Environment, 
Institute for Advanced Study and Minnesota Population Center. Experts from outside 
of the U of M included staff from two dozen nonprofit organizations, a number of 
food and agriculture related businesses and 11 public sector participants representing 
local, regional and state agencies, including the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 
Minnesota Department of Human Services and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. A 
list of participants is included in Appendix A.

Colloquium attendees explored opportunities for collaborative research around local 
and regional production systems that meet the needs of growers, consumers and 
communities in reducing environmental impacts while being economically viable and 
providing equitable food access. The event offered an opportunity to explore how 
research and collaboration can help advance productive, sustainable food systems in 
Minnesota and beyond. The event convened experts from across a variety of topic areas 
to explore new research collaborations that can offer insights for policy and practice.

Converging on Sustainable Food Systems
For decades we have been moving toward an increasing recognition of the 
interconnectedness of our food systems from the local to the global levels. At the 
same time that we are seeing globalization, we are also seeing a focus on localization. 
Sustainability, with its focus on accounting for impacts on future generations and the 
joint consideration of environmental, economic and equity impacts, is increasingly 
applied to the food system. Farmers, communities, restaurants, food companies and 
agencies are acknowledging the prospect of a food system that reduces environmental 
impacts, is economically viable and achieves equitable, healthy food access. Advancing 
fair trade and jobs are further aspirations within a sustainable system. Many are 
focusing on local and regional production systems as a way to advance sustainability and 
address consumer and community interests.
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The Twin Cities has long been a leader in advancing sustainable food systems. The 
region maintains a vital cooperative system that has built a supply and demand chain 
that connects consumer demand for organic and local foods with large and small-scale 
producers. A recent study by Cooperative Development Services, a local nonprofit that 
serves co-ops and producers, estimated growth in inflation-adjusted sales among Twin 
Cities co-ops at over 500 percent between 1992-2012.1 The cooperative system, along 
with an extensive set of farmers markets, are among the key drivers of our local and 
regional food system.

At the same time, there is growing consciousness that access to the sustainable 
food system, and healthy food in general, may be inequitably distributed. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, among others, has drawn attention food deserts and food 
insecurity as key challenges in many urban and rural areas. The USDA Food Access 
Research Atlas reveals a number of low-income Census tracts in the Twin Cities region, 
as well as in rural areas such as portions of northern Minnesota.2 Health is a critical 
concern within the sustainable food system. The American Public Health Association 
is one organization among many that has worked on education, advocacy and policy 
related to healthy sustainable food systems. Healthy, sustainable systems provide 
healthy food that meets current food needs, but sill protects ecosystems, accounts for 
future generations and minimizes environmental impacts.3

1 Stockinger, J. and D. Gutnecht. 2014. The Twin Cities cooperative local food system: A case study and commentary. Cooperative 
Development Services. http://www.crcworks.org/tccoops.pdf.

2 U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2015. Food access research atlas. http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/.aspx.
3 American Public Health Association. 2007. Toward a healthy sustainable food system. https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-

health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/29/12/34/toward-a-healthy-sustainable-food-system.

Colloquium participants discuss sustainable food systems opportunities.
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Sustainable agriculture, whether in urban and suburban landscapes or in rural settings, 
is also central to the sustainable food system. The Homegrown Minneapolis Plan 
exemplifies city’s efforts to advance food production in urban areas, breaking down 
policy barriers and engaging a wide range of stakeholders representing farming, 
education, parks and recreation, business, health, and neighborhood interests.4 
Sustainable agricultural production practices minimize environmental impacts such as 
water consumption and pollution and can be applied to both crop and animal agriculture. 
Further relevant is access to agriculturally productive land for small and large farmers and 
the implementation of policies that protect agricultural land from development.

Directions in Sustainable Food Systems Research
Research related to aspects of sustainable food systems has been supported for 
decades. The USDA’s National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA), which has the 
role of supporting research on food, agriculture, natural resources and human sciences, 
has funded efforts through its many programs focused on various topics within the 
sustainable food system. Key NIFA programs include the National Integrated Water 
Quality Program, which addresses the impacts of agriculture on water quality and 
quantity in agricultural, rural and urbanizing watersheds through integrated projects 
that engage research, education and outreach/extension. NIFA’s Organic Agriculture 
Research and Extension Initiative has 2016 funding goals that address a range of issues 
such as production, marketing and socioeconomic issues for organic farms; organic 
crop seed initiatives; systems-based animal production; and water quality improvement 
technology for use in organic systems. The Organic Transitions Program funds research 
on the impacts of organic agriculture, especially related to soil conservation and climate 
change mitigation.5

USDA’s NIFA program is also a contributor to the National Science Foundation’s 
Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy and Water Systems (INFEWS). The INFEWS 
program is focused on interconnections and interdependencies across food, energy 
and water. It acknowledges the importance of integration across the natural and built 
environments to meet growing demands while maintaining ecosystems services. The 
program seeks to fund research that advances understanding of the nexus, offers 
decision support capability and advances technological solutions.6

Relative to the community, social and equity aspects of sustainable food systems, 
the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control have supported 
research related to health food access and health impacts including obesity and chronic 

4 City of Minneapolis. 2016. Homegrown Minneapolis. http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/homegrown/index.htm.
5 U.S. Department of Agriculture. 2016. National Institute for Food and Agriculture.  http://nifa.usda.gov/.
6 National Science foundation. 2016. Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy and Water Systems. http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16524/

nsf16524.htm.
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diseases such as diabetes. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, through its Healthy 
Eating Research program has also funded university and other research related to 
health eating, with an emphasis on children, particularly those in at-risk communities. 
The program has previously funded a variety of research efforts, including on issues 
such as access to food stores, incentives for healthy food purchasing, tribal food policy.7

Because of the multi-scale and multi-disciplinary nature of sustainable food systems, it is 
difficult to identify targeted research funds across broad issues of sustainability. Funding 
programs that address particular components such as health and environmental 
impacts, or technology and policy, seem more prevalent.

Exploring Opportunities for Collaborative Research
 
The primary focus in organizing the colloquium was to advance dialogue and 
networking among attendees. The discussion was informed by a series of “catalyst 
presentations” that highlighted big ideas and innovations related to sustainable food 
systems. Presenters highlighted a range of sustainable food systems topics, including 
the access issues that communities in “food deserts” face in obtaining healthy fruits 
and vegetables, the economic and social challenges that surround a high rate of 
obesity and food insecurity in Minnesota, the politics of class and gender at the 
core of modern foodie-ism, and how innovations in agriculture and engineering are 
creating new opportunities for sustainable food production. The presenters shared 
information on these and other topics and explored the preliminary research and 
potential collaborators needed to move the work forward. The presentations are briefly 
summarized on the next two pages . Presenter bios are included in Appendix C.

Participants share insights from small group discussions.

7 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Healthy eating research: Building evidence to prevent childhood obesity. http://healthyeatingresearch.org/
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Catalyst Presentations
Thinking Food: The Julia Child Project and Contemporary Food Politics
Tracey Deutsch, Associate Professor, Dept. of History; Dept. of Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies, University of Minnesota
Since the 1970s, gourmet dining and cooking, natural foods, hunger, obesity, and malnutrition have loomed large in American 
politics and cultural life. “The Julia Child Project” uses historical biography to ask how, and with what consequences, food came to 
such prominence and fresh, “traditional” food came to answer so many different problems. This study — among the first scholarly 
biographies of Child — argues that Child’s success was political in every sense of the word and thus reveals the broader politics of class 
and gender at the core of modern foodie-ism. Using business and personal records, it reveals the significance of trends that scholars 
have studied in isolation, if at all: pre-WWII feminisms, the emergence of the Cold War security state, postwar and contemporary 
domesticity, decolonization, and anti-hunger social movements. A final section reflects on the recent celebration of Julia Child in 
activist, academic and popular culture and more broadly explores the many historical narratives brought to contemporary food and 
sustainability politics.

Working Toward Equitable Food Access: The Twin Cities Mobile Market
Leah Driscoll, Manager, Twin Cities Mobile Market, Amherst H. Wilder Foundation
The Twin Cities Mobile Market is a grocery store on wheels that brings fresh, healthy foods at below-market prices to low-income 
residents living in food deserts. Fresh fruits and vegetables are the building blocks of a healthy diet, yet more than 47 million people 
in the U.S. don’t have access to and/or cannot afford these basic resources. In building a sustainable food system, we have to address 
the widening inequities between those who can afford to eat well and those who cannot. Those most impacted by issues are often left 
out of the solution-making processes. In addition to bringing affordable, healthy food directly into food deserts, the Twin Cities Mobile 
Market provides a platform for bringing residents together to identify the resources their communities want and need to be healthy. 
To truly change the food landscape, we must first engage residents and then connect them with community leaders, organizations and 
policymakers — we need all key stakeholders at the table.

The Interface of Production and Marketing in a Sustainable Food System
Kevin Edberg, Executive Director, Cooperative Development Services
Kevin Edberg has spent over 35 years trying to understand and shape the marketplace for the products of sustainable agriculture. In 
this presentation, he shared perspectives on key aspects of marketing and economics that can contribute to greater strategic clarity in 
growing a more sustainable food system.

Urban Agriculture in Minnesota
Dave Frederickson, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
This presentation addressed the rediscovery of an urban agriculture movement in Minnesota. At the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture we are pleased to have partners working on a number of initiatives to establish community-based food systems. We know 
that creating a community around food can address health concerns through access to healthy food, create economic opportunity, and 
beautify neighborhoods.

Is urban agriculture green?
Mary Rogers, Assistant Professor, Department of Horticultural Science, University of Minnesota
This presentation gave a quick overview of common production practices in urban environments and considered questions of 
environmental sustainability. There has been little research documenting the environmental impact of urban farms and gardens. The 
presentation looked at how production practices can affect insect communities, ecosystem services, soil quality and storm water runoff 
quality within an urban framework and highlighted gaps in knowledge.
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All in for a Healthy, Sustainable Food System
Kristine Igo, Associate Institute Director, Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute, University of Minnesota
Minnesota can no longer afford an obesity rate of 25 percent, a food insecurity rate of 11 percent and the resulting economic impact 
on our system. Developed to address these large and complex public health, economic and social challenges, the Minnesota Food 
Charter strives to get affordable, healthy and safe food into the hands of all Minnesotans, regardless of where they live or how much 
money they make. Minnesota is not alone in taking this approach to large food system change through Food Charter development. 
Minnesota sits in good company with other states where sustainable, healthy, affordable and fair food is the lens through which 
“big P” and “small p” policy changes are being enacted. Large systems change requires expertise from a variety of sectors, as well as 
coordinated, networked approaches carried out by individuals and organizations with relationships built on trust. The Minnesota Food 
Charter Network is a statewide generative network that supports and fosters shared action towards a healthy sustainable food system.

The Emerging Agricultural Bioeconomy: A Big Win/Win/Win!?!
Nicholas Jordan, Professor, Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics, University of Minnesota
Innovations in agricultural and engineering science and technology are creating extraordinary opportunities for sustainable increases 
in supplies of food, water and energy, even in the face of climate change and resource scarcity. In addition to helping to provide basic 
sustenance to society, these innovations can — and are — being integrated to create a new agricultural bioeconomy that improves 
social justice, equity and inclusion in our food and agricultural systems. To seize these opportunities, we must coordinate scientific, 
technological and social aspects of innovation and economic development and ensure that the emerging bioeconomy is governed 
democratically by a wide range of stakeholders.

Road to Friendship: Using the Co-ops Model to Deliver Food and Justice
LaDonna Sanders-Redmond, Diversity and Community Outreach Manager, Seward Community Co-op
The presentation introduced attendees to a local co-op that built a natural food grocery store in a historically African American 
community and explained how co-op leadership addressed issues of economic and racial equity.

Leah Driscoll with Wilder Foundation talks about equitable food access.
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Key Questions and Potential Collaborations
Informed by the catalyst presentations, participants were invited to participate in small 
group discussions. The discussions focused on a set of questions about sustainable food 
systems that participants identified and expressed interest in exploring with others. A 
portion of the questions were identified at the meeting and others were identified from 
responses to a brief survey completed when registering for the event.

Participants had the opportunity to self-select to table discussions that interested them 
and could participate in two rounds of discussion. For their table question, they were 
asked to explore three issues: (1) new insights or information needed to answer the 
question; (2) key assets (e.g. data, technology, expertise) that can be drawn upon to 
answer the question; and (3) new or existing collaborations that could be tapped to 
advance research on the question, including specific recommendations of stakeholders 
who should be involved. The table discussions were engaging and free-flowing. Key 
insights from the table discussions are highlighted below.

1 How can we create food systems that are both inclusive and sustainable?
This discussion highlighted a need to consider the values surrounding a community’s 
right to food and to food sovereignty. As initial steps, participants prioritized rethinking 
the size of food systems and redefining what “sustainable” means. In addition to 
considering economic and environmental aspects, the approach will need to account for 
social considerations, such as community-building and engaging underserved groups. 
The effort could draw on the experiences of new immigrants, along with collaborations 
with organizations such as the Hmong American Farmers Association and Minnesota 
AgriGrowth Council.

How can we better understand the connections between food production and 
water efficiency, reuse and quality?
Participants identified a need to assess the impacts agriculture has on water quality, 
taking into account factors such as the competing needs of industries that use water (e.g. 
power generation and biofuels production), the impact of emerging perennial grain crops 
and urban agriculture’s effect on water use. The effort could reference existing hydrology 
research and modeling related to stream flows and discharge for different crop types, 
including hydroponic crops. Going forward, researchers will need to gather and coordinate 
information on how various emerging crops affect the hydrological cycle, such as through 
evapotranspiration, which takes into account the total amount of water that evaporates as 
well as the water that leaves a plant through openings in its leaves.

2
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3 What is the feasibility of diversified and perennial cropping systems in 
Minnesota?
The discussion highlighted a need to understand where perennials best fit in a food 
system, as well as which perennials are best suited to endure Minnesota’s climate and 
future climate change. Researchers must also take into account the need to evaluate the 
current market for perennial crops, create market potential and perform educational 
outreach surrounding perennials. Additionally, new policies must support diversified crop 
systems. The effort can draw upon genomics, breeding and agronomics data and make 
this information available to producers so they understand what to plant. Opportunities 
for collaboration may include partnerships with commodity organizations, farmers, 
policymakers, University groups and many others. 

How can we address food waste to make our food systems more sustainable?
Participants in this group identified a need to investigate the supply chain for opportunities 
for greater sustainability, as well as to identify who the target audience is for messaging 
that frames food waste in a way that will make people care about it as a pressing issue, 
as most waste in the U.S. occurs at the consumption level. The group also noted a 
need to assess what it would take for food labeling standards to be changed and to 
make connections between services providers, state organizations and academia to 
find opportunities for reducing food waste. Partnerships that would support this effort 
might include restaurants, state agencies, media firms and centers and institutes at the 
University.

How can we facilitate more local food use in institutions such as schools, 
hospitals and government?
The discussion in this group centered on the need to think about the value propositions 
surrounding institutions’ use of local food, including the possible incentives that would 
encourage food companies to engage with schools. Economic viability will be a large 
factor in whether institutions and local producers can reach agreements that compete 
with conventional options from larger-scale corporate farms. To inform this work, 
researchers must draw on existing expertise in procurement practices, current technology 
that can improve long-term food storage and current work in dining services that shows 
progress along these lines. The Minnesota Food Charter can guide this effort, as well 
as the dissemination of information that will encourage consumer buy-in and greater 
transparency of contracts.

What is the role of animal agriculture and animal health in sustainable food 
systems?
Participants highlighted a need to take into account the effects of de-emphasizing animal 
agriculture in the Upper Midwest, such as the impact on soil health, water quality and 
greenhouse gas emissions. They also indicated a need to identify the metrics and methods 
that would best measure the productivity of animal agriculture systems. A crucial part of 
adjusting current practices toward greater sustainability is finding ways to overcome the 
marketplace constraints that restrict the way farmers can affect their own practices, which 
will require researchers to better understand the economics of the system and learn how 
best to communicate them. Opportunities for collaboration include bringing together 
watershed councils, citizen councils and the farmers themselves.

4

5

6
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8

How can we better understand the intersection of obesity, health, culture and 
food access? 
In this discussion, participants noted a need to gather data on how access to healthy food 
impacts a community and to identify what metrics to consider when approaching an issue 
as a complex as food access. While what works for some communities may not work for 
others, researchers must still investigate successes happening elsewhere in the world 
as case studies in hopes of informing how best to intervene in food access problems in 
Minnesota. To advance this effort, researchers must collaborate with networks across the 
state that work to address health, access and obesity issues and assist in communication 
and collaboration. Connections among local governments, the state government, 
policymakers, farmers, planners and the University must also be strengthened.

What is the appropriate role of certified organic production in sustainable food 
systems?
Participants discussed the need to understand how the price and equity in production 
differ between organic produce and its non-organic counterpart. Policy was highlighted as 
a priority, along with providing education and outreach related to the real cost of organic 
agriculture. Researchers can draw on existing resources such as the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture, farmers associations and regional universities, and collaborate with 
community outreach groups and educational groups.

How can we enhance local aggregation and distribution infrastructure to 
advance sustainable food systems with fair pricing for farmers, producers and 
consumers?
The discussion in this group revolved around the need for assessing what a “fair” pricing 
system would constitute, what the current market looks like and what economic benefits 
are possible through a localized food economy. Researchers must merge mapping 
technology with existing data collected through previous research, along with case studies 
of communities that have succeeded in creating sustainable food systems with fair pricing. 
Visual presentations of data can help educate consumers and producers on how to achieve 
this goal. 

How do we ensure that underserved communities are not left out of sustainable 
food systems?
In addressing this question, participants highlighted a need to change the narrative 
surrounding sustainable food systems to emphasize that underserved communities are an 
essential part of the system. Part of this effort will include a better understanding of how 
these communities make use of and contribute to the food system, what constraints are in 
place that prevent access to the sustainable food systems and what the perspectives are of 
those who live in these communities. The project could draw on existing public investment, 
grassroots resources and political efforts. Collaborative opportunities must include 
representatives from the communities that have previously been underserved.

9

10

7
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11

12

How do we shift federal policy away from negatives (e.g. dead zones) to 
positives (e.g. health)?
Participants in this group noted a need to understand how best to encourage co-op 
members to combine their voices and advance federal policy changes. They also noted 
a need for improved educational outreach to clarify the public’s understanding of key 
agricultural terms, such as distinguishing between local and organic agriculture, as well as 
a better understanding and awareness of taxpayer support for food production. To affect 
changes in policy, the group identified a need to work with legislators, first at the state 
level and later at the federal level, who could champion the desired changes and help 
raise awareness. Other opportunities for collaboration include the National Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition and food co-ops.

How do you improve critical thought in markets?
Participants identified a need to widen the lens beyond a purely economic standpoint to 
better understand how to make markets work more efficiently – a key first step to building 
and supporting a sustainable food systems. In pursuing this effort, researchers will need 
to identify what environmental risks may be averted by not seeking out the lowest-cost 
commodity option and discover whether it is possible to reward sustainable commodity 
producers by creating value-chains. Current markets are not structured to reflect 
externalities, so internalizing those costs is crucial for researchers to understand the big 
picture.  

What are the opportunities in new sustainable food production systems?
In this discussion, participants noted that the first step in finding opportunities is to 
channel the large amount of food systems data already available into a more searchable 
and usable format. Further investigation should explore a wide variety of subjects, 
including trends of consumption, seasonality versus water availability, greenhouse 
production, new technology for water recovery and more. Additional focus areas include 
finding methods to reduce the energy inputs needed to produce calories, optimizing 
precision agriculture for sustainable food systems and understanding how to leverage 
existing supply chains. For this effort, communication and networking with early adopters 
of sustainable food systems will prove valuable, as researchers can learn from their 
experiences and examine what challenges their systems have faced.

How do we position food as a human right? What strategies support that work?
Participants highlighted a need to change the conventional wisdom surrounding food 
as a human right. The discussion highlighted that while many people acknowledge food 
as a human right, there may not be broad awareness that food access is a problem in 
Minnesota. Food access must be reframed as an issue that impacts all, not just those with 
insufficient food. This project can draw on data and messaging from previous efforts to 
bring awareness to food supply issues, and can derive inspiration and direction from efforts 
to address other human rights issues. The issue must also be taken into account when 
considering political candidates to ensure lasting change.

13
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How do we engage conventional producers to meet social and environmental 
goals, not just economic ones?
This discussion emphasized the need for using economics data, financial risk and incentives 
as starting points for the larger conversation on how to meet social and environmental 
goals. Factors including the large percentage of rented land and slim profit margins must 
also be discussed. This effort can build on existing examples of production models that 
enhance productivity and lower cost, which in turn can remove some of the constraints 
that inhibit farmers from changes that could provide social and environmental benefits. 
Integrated farming methods can also drive a decrease in the number of acres used and 
an increase in local food. Collaborative opportunities include working with farmers, 
landowners, banks and insurance networks.

How can we use urban planning to increase food access?
Participants discussed a need to understand the limits of and barriers to urban planning as 
it relates to food access. Researchers must study local policies, map transportation factors 
in food access and analyze data showing the economic value of agriculture on developable 
land. it is also necessary to understand the extent to which local governments rely on 
property taxes and hear testimony from community residents with food access issues. 
Opportunities for collaboration include the U’s Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, 
U-Spatial, as well as partnerships with cities such as Chicago and Vancouver.

How can sustainable food systems close the urban/rural divide?
In this discussion, participants indicated a need to understand the fundamental sources 
of differences between urban and rural communities, including planning structures, 
the evolution of the Farm Bill and divestment in rural infrastructure and whether the 
sustainable agriculture conversation is likely to create convergence or divergence between 
urban and rural communities. Researchers must also investigate how to encourage value 
development for local produce and strengthen regional economies in rural communities. 
Collaborations that can further this effort may include the U of M’s Regional Sustainable 
Development Partnerships, Center for Small Towns and the Crookston, Duluth, Morris 
and Rochester campuses, along with partnerships with the Main Street Project, tribal 
communities and rural residents.

How do policies need to change to enhance food sovereignty, farmers’ rights 
and community and rural autonomy?
Participants indicated a need to understand how to build policy changes that affect food, 
as well as enhanced education around which existing policies impact food, and how 
to communicate what those policies do. Researchers must also take into account the 
complexities that exist between funding to urban tribal populations and understand that a 
relationship with the land is central to how native communities think about food systems. 
They must also identify food deserts and determine how best to preserve biodiversity and 
promote food sovereignty. 
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Research Needs 
The discussion summaries point to a variety of interests and opportunities 
for future research, key information needs and essential partners that 
can help advance sustainable food systems. Collaborative research that 
focuses on the system level is a consistent theme emerging from the 
event. Attendees highlighted issues that cut across all three aspects of 
sustainability – environment, economy, and equity. Leading from an 
environmental perspective, understanding interactions across food, 
energy and water is deemed critical. Advancing economic sustainability, 
there is an essential focus on engaging producers and consumers to 
evolve markets and value chains to more fully account for environmental 
and equity impacts. Leading on the equity aspects of sustainability, food 
access is a central concern, pointing to the interactions across community, 
social and cultural systems to advance healthy and inclusive food systems.

New data, as well as integration of existing data sources, are highlighted 
as essential to advancing our understanding of the systemic nature 
of our food system. Information needs range from agronomic and 
hydrologic data at multiple landscape scales, to price and labor across 
supply and demand chains. Data on individual and community health, 
with particular attention to outcomes for disadvantaged groups and at 
small geographic scales is also prioritized. Mapping and visualizing data 
are prioritized as critical in building understanding of food systems and 
informing policy, market, consumer and other decisions. In identifying 
potential collaborators to advance research, the discussion reinforced 
that the Twin Cities and Minnesota have tremendous capacity to continue 
working toward a more sustainable food system. U of M resources such 
as the U-Spatial, the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, the Center 
for Small Towns and the Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships 
of Extension, among others, were highlighted as important partners. In 
addition, tribal communities, state agencies, local governments, nonprofit 
organizations (e.g. Hmong American Farmers Association, Main Street 
Project), food co-ops, and others offer essential expertise and advocacy 
for future collaborative research. 

Priority research questions that emerged from the discussions and 
integrate across a number of the topics noted on the previous pages are 
listed to the right.

Priority Research 
Questions:

1. How can we achieve 
equitable access to 
sustainable food systems so 
that currently underserved 
communities gain access to 
nutritious foods?

2. How can we guide market 
changes that will allow 
both for a socially and 
environmentally friendly 
food system as well as one 
that supports fair prices 
for farmers, producers and 
consumers?

3. How can we shape the public 
discussion to demonstrate 
the value of sustainable food 
systems, improve education 
on the subject and affect 
relevant changes in policy?
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Colloquium Outcomes and Next Steps
The Sustainable Food Systems Convergence Colloquium offered a valuable opportunity to 
build new networks and enhance existing connections among the range of researchers and 
practitioners working on sustainable food systems issues. The event explored environmental, 
economic and community factors of food systems and spurred new collaborations that can 
aid in answering some of the challenges in integrating these systems. The interactions and 
conversations helped enhance existing networks and expanded the conversation about future 
priorities in sustainable food systems research and practice.

A post-event survey, completed by 43 percent of the participants, revealed favorable reactions 
to the colloquium. Of those who responded to the survey, 93 percent strongly agreed or 
agreed that the event provided opportunities to meet people outside of their discipline and 
98 percent indicated that it allowed them to meet people from both within and outside of 
the U of M. About 51 percent noted that they met five or more new people at the event, with 
39 percent of the remaining respondents indicating they had met three to four new people. 
About 95 percent of the respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the colloquium provided 
productive opportunities for interaction among participants and 56 percent noted that the 
event revealed new prospects for engaging U of M and external partners. About 71 percent 
expect to collaborate in the future with one or more people that they met at the event. Finally, 
98 percent of respondents indicated a definite interest in participating in a follow-up event.

As noted earlier, attendees of each of the Convergence Colloquia are eligible to apply for 
Serendipity Grants to support the formation of and capacity building for new collaborative 
research teams. Qualifying research teams are required to engage diverse disciplinary 
perspectives and integrate U of M experts with those from the public, private and/or nonprofit 
sectors. Fourteen proposals, engaging 134 unique participants, were submitted following the 
Sustainable Food Systems Convergence Colloquium. Proposal participants include faculty and 
researchers from at least fifteen disciplines and from eight colleges. Researchers included 
in proposals were from the U of M Twin Cities, Duluth, Morris, and Crookston campuses. 
Practitioners from 33 nonprofits, 10 public organizations at various governmental levels and 
nearly a dozen private businesses and consultants were engaged in submitted proposals.

Proposals submitted for Serendipity Grants addressed a range of topics. Many of the proposals 
focused on organizing, coordinating and advancing interventions to increase more equitable 
food systems. Proposed projects addressed food systems at the community scale through 
gardens, farmers markets, restaurants and grocery stores. Projects proposed to employ 
outreach, competitions and workshops to advance innovation and engagement. Additional 
proposals focused on critical environmental issues including food waste, water conservation 
and ecosystem services. Funding decisions were announced in early March 2016.
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Participants networking and discussing sustainable food systems opportunities.
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Appendix A: List of Participants
Name Organization U of M Affiliation

Jamie Bain University of Minnesota Extension
Francis Bettelyoun University of Minnesota Native American Medicine Gardens

David Beurle Future iQ Partners

David Bly Minnesota House of Representatives

Dana Boyer University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Affairs

James Bradeen University of Minnesota Department of Plant Pathology

Heather Branigin Future iQ Partners

Sheri Breen University of Minnesota, Morris Political Science

Tom Brossart Food Building

Tikki Brown Minnesota Department of Human Services

Fernando Burga University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Affairs

Valentine Cadieux Hamline University

Evalyn Carbrey Ramsey County

Stephen Carpenter Farmer’s Legal Action Group

Michael Chaney Project Sweetie Pie

Barrett Colombo University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment

Brad Davis Scott County

Tracey Deutsch University of Minnesota Department of History, College of Liberal Arts

Tamara Downs Schwei City of Minneapolis

Leah Driscoll Wilder Foundation

Kevin Edberg Cooperative Development Services

Jared Fink Seward Community Co-op

Adam Fischer University of Minnesota University of Minnesota Foundation

Matt Frank From the Ground Up North

Dave Frederickson Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Laura Fredrick Wang Hennepin County

Robin Garwood City of Minneapolis

James Gerber University of Minnesota

Bill Gessner CDS Consulting Co-op
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Name Organization U of M Affiliation

Lewis Gilbert University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment

Julie Grossman University of Minnesota Department of Horticultural Science

Marcus Grubbs University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Affairs

Jennifer Gunn University of Minnesota Institute for Advanced Study

Karl Hakanson University of Minnesota Extension

Linda Halley Minnesota Food Association

Randel Hanson University of Minnesota, Duluth Sustainable Agriculture Project, Geography, Col-
lege of Liberal Arts

Stephanie Heim University of Minnesota Extension

Russ Henry Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council

Brian Herman University of Minnesota Office of the Vice President for Research

Andrea Hills The Food Group

Emily Hoover University of Minnesota Department of Horticultural Science

Pete Huff Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Kristine Igo University of Minnesota Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute

Emily Jerve Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Sam Johnson University of Minnesota Center for Urban and Regional Affairs

Nick Jordan University of Minnesota Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics

Justin Kaster 2100 Advisors

Julie Kelly University of Minnesota Libraries

Bobby King Land Stewardship Project

Len Kne University of Minnesota U-Spatial

Ron Kroese Garden Avenue Associates LLC

Mindy Kurzer University of Minnesota Department of Food Science and Nutrition

Tami LaGow Carver County

Karen Lanthier University of Minnesota Extension

Melissa Laska University of Minnesota Division of Epidemiology and Community Health, 
School of Public Health

Xiangpao Lee Frogtown Farm

Erin Meier University of Minnesota Extension
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Name Organization U of M Affiliation

John Mesko Sustainable Farming Association

David Mulla University of Minnesota Department of Soil, Water and Climate

Helene Murray University of Minnesota Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture

Laura Musacchio University of Minnesota Department of Landscape Architecture

Katie Myhre Restaurants Eat Direct (RED Food)

Tim Nolan Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Dan Nordly Triangle Park Creative

Tim Page Frogtown Farm

Patsy Parker Gardening Matters

Margaret Perez The Open Door

Joy Persall Dream of Wild Health

Hikaru Peterson University of Minnesota Department of Applied Economics

Nick Phelps University of Minnesota Department of Veterinary Population Medicine

Paul Porter University of Minnesota Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics

LaDonna Redmond Seward Community Co-op

Aaron Reser Principle 6 Cooperative Trade Movement

Suzanne Rhees Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Jim Riddle Ceres Trust

Julie Ristau On the Commons

Niel Ritchie Main Street Project

Ramona Robinson-
O’Brien Berman Center

Mary Rogers University of Minnesota Department of Horticultural Science

Lucy Rose University of Minnesota Department of Forest Resources

Alex Rothman University of Minnesota College of Liberal Arts

Danny Schwartzman Common Roots

Greg Schweser University of Minnesota Extension

Shashi Shekhar University of Minnesota Department of Computer Science and Engineer-
ing

Tim Smith University of Minnesota
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Researchers and practitioners shared perspectives on key questions and research needs.

Name Organization U of M Affiliation

Mark Sorenson-Wagner University of Minnesota College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Re-
source Sciences

Claire Stoscheck Honor the Earth

Courtney Tchida University of Minnesota Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture

Donald Warneke University of Minnesota Extension

Richard Warner University of Minnesota Green Lands Blue Waters

George Weiblen University of Minnesota Bell Museum

Rhys Williams The Good Acre

Diane Wilson Dream of Wild Health

Robert Woods TGB Trust

Libby Wyrum Frank & Ernest Foods

Don Wyse University of Minnesota
Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics, 
Center for Integrated Natural Resources and Agri-
cultural Management
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Appendix B: University of Minnesota Resources on 
Sustainable Food Systems
 
The list below offers a sampling of U of M programs and centers that have the potential 
to connect to research on sustainable food systems. The list is not comprehensive, but 
offers valuable insights into the range of expertise and capacities for collaboration. 

AgriFood Collaborative
http://ias.umn.edu/programs/collaboratives/agrifood
The AgriFood Collaborative is a group of faculty, students and others interested in food and 
agriculture that began as a reading group across departments of the College of Liberal Arts at the 
University of Minnesota and grew to include a number of members from across the University 
and many neighbors. The collaborative meets regularly to discuss its members’ work and to 
read work by outside authors on food, agriculture and other related topics. The collaborative 
also brings together diverse and often diverging perspectives on food and facilitates productive 
exchange between them on contemporary agri-food topics. It seeks to support food-related 
efforts across the University (as well as local food governance efforts, such as the Twin Cities’ 
food policy councils) as they negotiate the power relations and communicative challenges at the 
heart of many efforts to support and improve food.

Center for Integrated Natural Resources and Agricultural Management: Forever 
Green Initiative
http://www.cinram.umn.edu/forevergreen/index.html 
Minnesota has 27 million acres of farmland, occupying nearly half the state. Two highly 
productive and profitable crops, corn and soybean, are the foundation of the state’s agriculture, 
along with other important production systems like animal agriculture, small grains, horticultural 
crops and more. The Forever Green Initiative at the Center for Integrated Natural Resources 
and Agricultural Management aims to build on the strengths by adding to the productivity 
and profitability of our current agriculture. The initiative aims to enhance the prosperity 
of Minnesota agriculture, support rural communities, and provide major benefits to all 
Minnesotans by through research into adding winter-annual and perennial crops to Minnesota’s 
agricultural landscapes and the creation of new crop production systems. These high-efficiency 
systems are arguably the most promising vehicle for rapidly improving the productivity of 
Minnesota agriculture and its ability to withstand climate variability. 
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Food Policy Research Center
https://www.foodpolicy.umn.edu
The Food Policy Research Center was formed in 2012 as part of a U.S. Department of Agriculture-
funded initiative with the shared goals of improving public and legislative decision-making 
through the dissemination of information about the impacts of agriculture and food-related 
policy. The center brings experts together from a wide range of disciplines, including the College 
of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota Extension, School of Public Health, College of 
Liberal Arts, and about 20 other units across the University. This robust network leverages the 
University of Minnesota expertise in analyzing food issues from a multitude of angles. While 
policies surrounding food are diverse, the center focuses on issues that are timely, leverage 
University of Minnesota expertise and have an impact on human, animal and environmental 
health. Each center analysis aims to consider multiple angles when investigating the impact of 
food policies on the people and systems they touch.

Food Protection and Defense Institute
https://foodprotection.umn.edu
The Food Protection and Defense Institute, formerly known as the National Center for Food 
Protection and Defense, was officially launched as a Homeland Security Center of Excellence in 
July 2004 at the University of Minnesota. Developed as a multidisciplinary and action-oriented 
research consortium, the institute addresses the vulnerability of the nation’s food system and 
takes a comprehensive, farm-to-table view of the food system, encompassing all aspects from 
primary production through transportation and food processing to retail and food service. The 
institute aims to protect the global food supply through research, education, and the delivery of 
innovative solutions, placing a high priority on addressing potential threats to the food system 
that could lead to catastrophic damage to public health or the economy.

Green Lands Blue Waters
http://greenlandsbluewaters.net
The mission of Green Lands Blue Waters is to support the development of and transition to 
a new generation of multi-functional agricultural systems in the Mississippi River Basin and 
adjacent areas that integrate more perennial plants and other continuous living cover into 
the agricultural landscape. The program aims to serve as a model of positive agricultural 
transformation that can inspire and inform agricultural stakeholders and practices across the 
nation based on the straightforward concept of getting as much value as possible from farmlands 
by growing crops that keep the soil covered year round. The values from the crops we promote 
can be measured in yields and farm profits; but also as reduced risk, improved outlook for long-
term productivity from the land, more jobs, more wildlife, and cleaner water.



24   Convergence Colloquia

Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute
http://www.hfhl.umn.edu
Since the University of Minnesota Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute was founded in 2007, 
the institute has awarded 67 grants and almost $4 million to research and community projects. 
Mindy Kurzer, Ph.D., professor of nutrition, is the founding director of the institute, and the 
founding units are the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, School 
of Public Health, the College of Veterinary Medicine, Extension, and the Medical School. The 
institute’s mission is to increase and sustain the University’s impact in the interdisciplinary arena 
of food, agriculture and health by building its capacity in research, learning and community 
engagement. The priority areas for focus are food safety, prevention of obesity and chronic 
disease, and food policy. Within these priority areas, of special importance is the integration of 
agriculture and medicine. Going forward, the institute will serve as the home for the ongoing 
work related to the Minnesota Food Charter and the building of a network that will continue to 
accomplish the goals of the Food Charter.

Institute on the Environment: Global Landscapes Initiative
http://gli.environment.umn.edu
Through the Global Landscapes Initiative (GLI), the Institute on the Environment is working to 
understand extreme land use changes, to improve society’s ability to balance human needs with 
environmental stewardship and to promote secure landscapes across the globe.  Land use, often 
viewed as a local environmental issue, is quickly becoming a matter of global importance. Today, 
farmers use more than 15 million square kilometers to grow crops — an area about the size of 
South America. Pasture and rangeland occupies more than 32 million square kilometers — an 
area comparable to the continent of Africa. Altogether, cities, crops and pastures occupy more 
than 40 percent of the planet’s total land surface. Rapid world population growth, combined 
with rising dietary and biofuel consumption, has led to a major transformation of Earth’s land, 
water and air systems.

Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture
http://www.misa.umn.edu
Sustainable agriculture encompasses a wide range of farming systems that seek to balance the 
long-term goals of economic profitability, environmental stewardship, and quality of life for 
the farmers and their communities. The purpose of The Minnesota Institute for Sustainable 
Agriculture is to bring together the diverse interests of the agricultural community with 
interests from across the University community in a cooperative effort to develop and promote 
sustainable agriculture in Minnesota and beyond. MISA believes agriculture is a system in which 
the land, the people and the production of food are interwoven; that all efforts to improve 
agriculture should take care to balance the long-term economic, ecological and social effects; 
and that people of diverse interests who work together cooperatively can produce a greater 
benefit. It is MISA’s intention to promote sustainable agriculture through all of its various 
activities.
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Kristine Igo with the University of Minnesota Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute discusses sustainable food systems.

Native American Medicine Gardens
https://diversity.umn.edu/multicultural/uofmnativegardens
The University of Minnesota Native American Medicine Gardens are tended by a network of 
native and non-native individuals, families and organizations through support from the U’s Office 
of Equity & Diversity. Established in 2003 by Barbara Graham, Ph.D., Sicangu Lakota director of 
the (then) Woodlands Wisdom Confederation, the 4,187-square-foot Medicine Gardens were 
originally intended to bring awareness to links between nutrition and health among Indian 
people related to health disparities. The medicine gardens provide a natural, organic, welcoming 
and experiential setting for Native American students, staff, faculty and community members 
to learn about the importance of integrating Native American culture into all aspects of life, 
including food, health and food sovereignty.

Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships: Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems
http://www.extension.umn.edu/rsdp/sustainable-ag-food-systems
The Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships connect greater Minnesota communities 
to the University of Minnesota in order to help solve problems and take advantage of new 
opportunities. The RSDP’s Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems focus area strives for 
healthy food, healthy landscapes and healthy people. The focus area encompasses food and 
cropping systems for local and regional markets and supports increasing the production and use 
of nutritious, locally grown food that nurtures a healthy environment and provides economic 
opportunities for area entrepreneurs. The systems target institutional buying from local schools, 
colleges, institution food services and retail to improve healthy eating habits for people of all ages.
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Appendix C: Catalyst Presenter Biographies
Thinking Food: The Julia Child Project and Contemporary Food Politics
Tracey Deutsch, Associate Professor, Department of History, Department of Gender, 
Women and Sexuality Studies, University of Minnesota
Tracey Deutsch is associate professor of history at the University of Minnesota. She teaches, 
researches and writes in the areas of food studies, gender and women’s history, the history of 
capitalism, and modern US history. Deutsch is the author of Building a Housewife’s Paradise: 
Gender, Government, and American Grocery Stores, 1919-1968 (2010 University of North 
Carolina Press), and has also published essays on gender and consumption, as well as on food 
and labor. She was co-PI on a “Minnesota Futures Grant” that funded a national interdisciplinary 
conference on “How Do We Talk about Feeding the World: The Politics of Talking about Food.” 
She is currently researching a book project on the life of Julia Child and the politics of gourmet 
food in the mid-century U.S. Her research has been supported by the Schlesinger Library, the 
Institute for Advanced Study (University of Minnesota), and the Smithsonian Institution.

Working Toward Equitable Food Access: The Twin Cities Mobile Market
Leah Driscoll, Manager, Twin Cities Mobile Market, Amherst H. Wilder Foundation
Leah Porter Driscoll co-founded and now leads the Twin Cities Mobile Market, a program of 
the Wilder Foundation that increases access to healthy, affordable foods for people living in 
“food deserts” and other low-wealth neighborhoods. Launched last December, the program has 
already served more than 2,000 people and received the Ramsey County Public Health Award 
in 2015. Leah holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Northwestern and a master’s in 
nonprofit management from Hamline University.

The Interface of Production and Marketing in a Sustainable Food System
Kevin Edberg, Executive Director, Cooperative Development Services
Edberg is executive director of Cooperative Development Services (CDS), a 30-year-old nonprofit 
whose mission is to create a cooperative economy in the Upper Midwest. He began his local 
foods work in 1978 at a pick-your-own berry farm; 38 seasons later, he is the managing partner 
of that operation, serving 5000 on-farm customers annually. As a grower, he became an early 
leader of Minnesota’s local food movement, co-creating the Minnesota Grown Promotion 
Group in 1982 to educate Minnesotans about local foods. From 1987 to 2000, he worked for the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, successfully developing programs in farm direct marketing 
and local foods promotion; producer-owned, value-added processing; organic agriculture; and 
international marketing of food and agricultural products. Since 2000, his work at CDS includes 
substantial work with consumer-owned food co-ops and producer-owned marketing and 
processing cooperatives. He holds bachelor’s degrees in horticulture and agricultural economics 
(1980) and in secondary science education (1987), and completed master’s work in plant 
physiology and plant breeding (1981-85), all at the University of Minnesota. Edberg believes 
passionately in people’s ability to address important personal and community issues through 
cooperative action.
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Urban Agriculture in Minnesota
Dave Frederickson, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Frederickson’s family roots in farming go back to 1873. He and his wife, Kay, operated a farm in 
Murdock for more than 20 years. Frederickson was elected to the Minnesota Senate in 1986 
and 1990, representing constituents in Swift, Yellow Medicine, Lac Qui Parle, Chippewa and 
Redwood Counties. From 1991 to 2002, Frederickson served as president of the Minnesota 
Farmers Union. He subsequently served as president of the National Farmers Union from 2002 
to 2006. In both organizations, he worked on federal farm policy and other issues important 
to farmers and ranchers. From 2007 to 2010, Frederickson worked as agricultural outreach 
director for U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar. In that capacity, he helped lead listening sessions around 
the state and talked frequently with Minnesota farmers, ranchers and rural residents about the 
federal issues that mattered most to them. Today, he is particularly focused on maintaining and 
building Minnesota’s food safety programs and on helping Minnesota farmers deal with unstable 
commodity prices and rising input costs.

All in for a Healthy, Sustainable Food System
Kristine Igo, Associate Institute Director, Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute, 
University of Minnesota
Kristine Igo is associate director of the Healthy Foods, Healthy Lives Institute and interim director 
for the Minnesota Food Charter Network. Highlights of her role with HFHL include participating 
in writing the USDA sponsored ESCOP Science Roadmap for Food and Agriculture; organizing 
a national Foodshed conference, coordinating the University’s annual Food Day activities, and 
developing an undergraduate experiential learning Food Systems & Cooking course. Igo is 
board chair of Appetite for Change, a non-profit/social venture organization operating in North 
Minneapolis, and a two-term member of the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Policy Council. Igo 
earned her master’s degree in public policy from the University of California-Berkeley.

Dave Frederickson, Commissioner at Minnesota Department of Agriculture, talk about urban agriculture in Minnesota.
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The Emerging Agricultural Bioeconomy: A Big Win/Win/Win!?!
Nicholas Jordan, Professor, Department of Agronomy and Plant Genetics, University 
of Minnesota
Nick Jordan is a professor of agronomy and plant genetics at the University of Minnesota in St. 
Paul. He is also a resident fellow of the Institute on the Environment and helps lead the Forever 
Green Initiative at the University. Jordan’s research on agricultural ecology addresses biological 
and social aspects of diversification of agricultural production systems. He is particularly 
interested in advancements in agriculture that can produce a wide range of social, economic 
and environmental benefits to society, and in developing practical models for transdisciplinary 
research and innovation.

Is Urban Agriculture Green?
Mary Rogers, Assistant Professor, Department of Horticultural Science, University of 
Minnesota
Mary Rogers is assistant professor in sustainable and organic horticultural food production 
systems in the Department of Horticultural Science. She teaches courses in urban agriculture 
and organic vegetable production. Her research explores plant-insect interactions and optimizing 
production of organic fruits and vegetables in controlled environments.

Road to Friendship: Using the Co-ops Model to Deliver Food and Justice
LaDonna Sanders-Redmond, Diversity and Community Outreach Manager, Seward 
Community Co-op
LaDonna Sanders-Redmond is the education and outreach coordinator for the Friendship 
site of the Seward Community Co-op. Sanders-Redmond comes to the co-op with a wealth of 
experience in building fair food systems and food access for communities. She staffed the food 
and justice program at the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, and she was a 2003 W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation Food and Society Policy Fellow. As education and outreach coordinator, 
Sanders-Redmond reaches out to residents and organizations in the neighborhoods surrounding 
the Seward Community Co-op. 

LaDonna Sanders-Redmond with Seward Community Co-op discusses food justice issues.
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