




You've finished your masterpiece! Here are ideas on how to prepare it 
for use as a wall hanging. 

PRESSING 

Press as instructed for the craft you have done. Be careful not to 
flatten threads or yarns. If article is very crooked, pin to a flat, well-padded 
surface, making sure the corners are at right angles. It is best to start at the 
center of one side and work out to the corners and then to do the same with 
the other side. Lay a damp cloth over the top, then a dry one over that. Press 
until the damp cloth is dried by the iron. Remove cloth. Let the article lie 
pinned on until it is dry. 

LINING 

Fold back the raw edges at the sides, leaving a margin around the design. 
Do not crowd the picture. This margin acts as a frame and without it, the pic
ture would look as if it ran off the edges. Leave a wider margin at the bottom 
of the picture. 

Trim the turned-under edges to an even width. Blind hem or slipstitch a 
suitable lining (firmly woven fabric) to the sides (figure 1 ). Loosely hem lining 
in place at top edge. You may find it best to hem the bottom edge of the lining 
separately from the bottom of the picture to make the wall hanging lie smoothly 
against the wall. 

If top and bottom rods are to be inserted, turn the top and bottom hems 
to the back, forming a casing. Blind hem casing to lining (figure 2). 

Figure 1 

It is very important to have the grainlines in both the wall hanging and the 
lining run at right angles to each other and have all corners square. If grain I ines 
are crooked, the wall hanging won't hang straight and may twist and curl. 

IDEAS FOR FINISHING TOUCHES 
If the wall hanging was meant to be suspended from a rod, make sure the 

rod isn't too long or thick. If very thick, the wall hanging will hang too far away 
from the wall. The rod should extend just barely outside the casing (figure 3). 
Often a rod is inserted in the bottom hem to keep the wall hanging straight. A 
fine stair-carpet rod, dress or drapery weights can be used at the bottom. 

For a very simple wall hanging, consider buying ornate drapery rods. Be 
sure the character of the rod suits the composition of the hanging. 

Consider this suggestion if you are on a tight budget, but want a fancy rod. 
Dowels can be made ornamental by fastening a wood drapery rod finial on each 
end and painting it the same color as the dowel (figure 4). 

Figure 4 



What will you do if there is not enough border to make a hem at the top 
and bottom? Consider buying clip-on cafe curtain rings. They can be clipped to 
the top (and bottom) and dowels inserted through them (figure 5). Other alter
natives include self-fabric loops, crochet edging with big holes in it through which 
the rod would be inserted, faggoting or lacing the hanging to the rod (figure 6). 
Use your imagination! 

Figure 6 

Prepare flat, thin strips of wood by varnishing, 
painting, or waxing. Staple to top and bottom of hanging, 
inserting edges of fabric between wood strips (figure 7). 
Screws can also be used to hold wood strips and fabric 
edge together. First, measure and mark spaces for 
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Figure 5 

screws to be inserted on the wood strips and drill 
small holes at each point. Then place fabric and .,...--.::;...--~ Figure 7 

wood strips together and insert screws. For 
lighter fabrics, nails can be used in place of 
screws. Nails should be short so the 
sharp points do not extend beyond 
the surface of the wood. 

Wall hangings can simply be stretched over a board or a stiff heavy card
board and edges stapled to the back (figure 8). (This method is best if your 
stitchery hanging is puckered from too-tight stitches, or you can't iron wrin
kles out of tie-and-dye.) Stretch fabric onto a wooden frame. Turn under to 
back of frame and staple or tack in place. Starting at the center of each side 
and working out toward the corners, fasten top, bottom, and then sides. Use 
care for a neat finish at the corners. Then cover the back of the board (and 
raw edges of fabric) with brown paper, wallpaper, or contact paper. Paper is 
cut %inch smaller than the board in all directions. This keeps the raw edges 
of the fabric from raveling. A frame can be mounted in front if desired. 

Figure 8 
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Figure 9 

Small wall hangings can be placed in wooden embroidery hoops. The extra 
fabric that sticks out beyond the frame may be trimmed leaving 1'h inches, and 
turned back, and the gathers basted together. Be careful not to hem the gathers 
to the front of your design (figure 9). 

The top can be finished with a dowel rod and the bottom fringed or a 
fringe applied (figures 10 and 11 ). If using felt or other nonraveling fabric, you 
can design your own "fringe." On other fabrics just pull out the "filler threads" 
and a fringe automatically forms. Trim straight across or in a wavy or zigzag 
line across the bottom. Remember to stitch on the sewing machine to prevent 
further raveling. 

Figure 11 



PLACEMENT 
The wall hanging should be hung in relation to the wall space and the furn

iture nearby. Hang it so that it fits together as one unit (fits shape of wall space, 
low enough to furniture, picture grouping, etc.) Have someone hold the hanging 
for you in different places so you can decide where it looks best. Try to relate 
the top and bottom lines to lines of furniture or windows and doors. If 
the wall hanging is casual, use it in an asymmetrical (informal) balanced arrange
ment. If the wall hanging is very formal it might look best in a formally balanced 
situation. Let your eye and your good taste be the judge; just don't place it all 
by itself in the middle of a bare spot. 

Figure 12 
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DISPLAY YOUR WALL HANGING 
The hanging device should be inconspicuous and not draw attention away 

from the wall hanging. Here are two hanging methods if rods are used. 

Tack small nails in the wall on either side for the dowel rod to rest on. Be 
sure to measure accurately before pounding in the nails (figure 14). 

Figure 14 

Use fine wire or fishing line if you would like to hang it by only one nail. 
Drill fine holes in the dowel rod, insert the wire. Keep the wire as inconspicuous 
as possible (figure 15). 

Figure 15 
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PRESERVATION 

Spray the wall hanging with a protective covering, such as Scotchgard. 
This will help keep the colors bright and dust free. A light cleaning with a vac
uum attachment will be needed periodically. Move attachment back and forth 
about an inch from the fabric. This will suck out the dust. 

ADMIRE YOUR HANGING 
After you've finished your hanging take time to step back and analyze 

what you did. Ask yourself the following questions: 

1. Are the colors well coordinated with your other furnishings? 

2. Does the design of the hanging fit its size? 

3. Are the textures interesting? 

4. Is the fabric sturdy and durable? 

5. Is the workmanship neat looking? 

6. Does the hanging suit the wall area you have chosen? 

7. Are you proud of what you have done? 

8. What things would you do differently the next time you made a wall hanging? 
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