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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO 
MINNESOTA'S EGG INDUSTRY 

Melvin L. Hamre, Professor 
and Extension Poultry Specialist 

"Egg Grades-A Matter of Quality" 

A new 16 mm. color film, "Egg 
Grades-A Matter of Quality," has been 
produced by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service-USDA. It describes the mean
ing of the USDA grade on the egg car
ton and explains how the differences 
in egg quality are determined. The story of modern egg produc
tion, viewing a large production unit with mechanized egg gath
ering, grading, packing , and marketing is to ld in a 12-minute 
presentation emphasizing the role of Federa I-State graders in 
assuring high quality eggs for the consumer. There is informa
tion on grades and sizes intended for general audiences and to 
provide consumer education material. Your county extension 
agent can get this film for you or you can write directly to the 
Teaching Materia Is Library, Agricultura I Extension Service, 
442 Coffey Hall, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 
55108. 

The January Blizzard 

The storm of the century that moved through Minnesota 
in January cost Minnesota farmers millions of do llars in animal 
losses, building and equipment damage, drops in production, 
and other storm effects. The costly experiences gained from 
this blizzard may help producers guard against similar occur
ences in the future. A summary of agricultural damage com
piled by the Minnesota county extension agents showed that 
more than 100,000 chickens were lost due to the storm. 

Recent winter storms are a reminder that reliable standby 
electric generating systems can be a good investment. But some 
farmers learned that standby generating systems designed to 
work under ideal conditions may fail during a blizzard. Provi
sion should be made to hook up the generator inside, warns 
Don Bates, extension agricu ltura l engineer, not at the light po le, 
which could be engu lfed in snow during a major blizzard. You 
may not be able to run the tractor to power the generator out
side during severe blizzard conditions. Many poultry layer op
erations have a self-powered generator unit which is protected 
from the weather. If you rely on a tractor to power your gen
erator unit, you might consider providing a well-ventilated, but 
snow-free shelter so that your equipment can be operated under 
the worst weather conditions. 

Many of the livestock deaths, building losses, snow-clogged 
engines, and expensive snow removal operations could have been 
averted by more effective farm shelterbelts, according to Marvin 
Smith, extension forester. Contrary to what many people believe, 
he says it doesn't take all that long to develop an effective shelter
belt. In 6 to 8 years after planting, many shelterbelts will start 
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te bee'ffective. Smith says many old shelterbelts have become 
too drafty to be effective. Many trees may have died, and older 
and taller trees may not give much protection at ground level. 
Aside from cutting down on both summer and winter winds 
and reducing drifting, a farm shelterbelt may become extra im
portant from an energy standpoint. A good shelterbelt can help 
save fuel in housing. A shelterbelt must be well planned to pro
vide good protection. Soil Conservation Service planners and 
county extension agents are available to help plan farm shelter 
belts. Extension Bulletin 196, "Planting Trees for Farmstead 
Shelter," is available from the Bulletin Room, 3 Coffey Hall, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55108. 

Outlook 

Poultry and egg producers will continue to adjust to strong 
prices for feed in the first half of 1975, according to USDA's 
"Poultry and Egg Situation." Feed ingredient prices have 
dropped from last year's peaks, but are near year-earlier levels, 
except prices of wheat and soybeans, which are down sharply. 
Prices of feed will remain strong at least until 1975 crops are 
harvested. 

Egg production in 1974 totaled 183 million cases, 1 per
cent below 1973, and the smallest production since 1965. The 
drop in production was due to reduced layer numbers. The lay
ing flock averaged about 2% percent below 1973 levels which 
were the lowest since 1938. Egg production continues lower 
in 1975 as layer numbers decline further below year-earlier levels . 
January's egg output trailed January 1974 by 3 percent as a re
sult of 4 percent fewer layers. However, eggs per layer continued 
higher. Production will increase seasonally in the spring, but like
ly average below 1974 levels . Pullets for flock replacements will 
fall well below the previous year and the rate of lay likely will 
ease. Nearly 17 percent fewer egg-type chicks were hatched dur
ing August-January for flock replacements through mid year. 
In addition, eggs in incubators on February 1 were down 7 per
cent. This indicates that the laying flock will stay well below 
year-earlier levels through most of 1975. 

Egg prices have dropped more than expected in early 1975. 
Much of the decline has resulted from sluggish demand for egg 
products. High prices for sugar and cooking oils have substantial 
ly reduced baking, which in turn has reduced the demand for 
eggs. The seasonal decline in egg prices after Easter is not ex
pected to be as large as in 1974, reflecting a sizable reduction 
in egg production this spring . 

The wholesale price for grade A large eggs in New York 
averaged 58.2 cents a dozen in 1974, down about 1 % cents from 
1973, but 23 cents above 1972. Prices received by U.S. produc
ers for all eggs (including eggs sold directly at retail and hatching 
eggs) averaged 52.8 cents per dozen in 1974, down 1.3 cents 
from a year earlier, but about 21 cents above 1972. The Iowa 
at-farm price averaged 48.4 cents a dozen in 1974, compared to 
49.6 cents in 1973. 



New Poultry Staff Member 

Neil K. Allen joined the staff of the Department of Ani
mal Science as an assistant professor. He was employed by a 
Chicago area firm where he was involved in feed formula~ion 
and management consulting for a broad segment of the livestock 
and feed industries. 

He grew up on a small hatchery and poultry farm in north 
ern Illinois so he has had practical experience in poultry produc
tion. He attended the University of Illinois where he obtained 
a B.S. degree in Agriculture with major emphasis in basic math
ematics and sciences. He continued his education at the Univer
sity of Illinois under the direction of H. M. Scott and C.H. Baker 
and received his Ph.D. degree in Animal Science. His graduate 
studies centered on various aspects of the nutrition of chickens, 
with primary emphasis on factors affection a mi no acid needs 
of the chicken. After receiving his Ph.D., he was employed as 
a research associate at Cornell University where he studied the 
amino acid and protein requirements of quail, factors affecting 
egg shell quality, and unidentified growth factors. 

His major responsibilities will include chicken nutrition 
research and teaching animal science courses. He expects to be
come acquainted with the Minnesota Egg Industry through in
volvement in extension meetings and contributions to this news
letter. Welcome to Minnesota, Neil! 

Housing and Equipment Maintenance 

Spring cleaning might well apply to the farm poultry op
eration . Warmer weather will require more air movement into 
the house. Accumulated dust, dirt, and feathers can block ven
tilation systems. Check your house now to see that air .passages 
are clean, screens are not blocked with accumulated foreign ma
terial, and that motors and fan blades are turning freely. Baffle 

boards used in many ventilation systems warp or swell so that 
they are no longer operating properly. Often a simple carpentry 
repair is all that is needed . 

Major problems with egg collecting, manure handling, and A 
feeding equipment relate to alignment, lubrication, and adjust- 9 
ment. Improper alignment results in rapid wear, broken parts, 
and often overloaded and burned out motors. Because much 
of the equipment in today's poultry houses is suspended, mis
alignment can develop gradually . With the dust and dirt in poul -
try houses, lubrication of moving parts is particularly important. 
Notice the condition of bearings periodically. Noisy operation 
can indicate need for lubrication or wearing of parts. Increased 
end play or a sloppy fit of a shaft also may indicate bearing wear. 
Too often, equipment is installed and then forgotten, with the 
result that performance deteriorates over time. Check your in
struction literature for the equipment you have in your house 
and be sure that periodic maintenance and adjustment checks 
are being made according to manufacturer's recommended stan-
dards. You can often avoid costly repairs and untimely break-
downs. 

Poultry houses require little maintenance during the first 
few years of their life. If your building has aged, check it for 
minor repairs that might be made to prevent more costly out
lays later. Were there any signs of a leaky roof during this win
ter's storms? This may mean major repairs are needed or just 
an inspection to replace a few nails or loose flashings . Proper 
building and equipment maintenance is an overall part of good 
flock management. 
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