
[In these minutes: Semester email on scholastic dishonesty, Withdrawal email, online plagiarism 
services] 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY COMMITTEE (SAIC) 
 
MINUTES 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2011 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Tom Shield (Chair), Sarah Angerman, Dana Davis, Sharon Dzik, Patricia Fillipi, 
Jennifer Goodnough, Laura Coffin Koch, Andrew Olson, Eric Watkins. 
 
REGRETS: Levi Atinda, Kendall King. 
 
ABSENT: Arthur Carlson, Francisco Ocampo. 
 
GUESTS: Jessica Kuecker Grotjohn. 
 
1. OSCAI UPDATE 
 
Sharon Dzik said that she attended the Association of Student Conduct Administrators 
conference last week, as well as a pre-conference on academic integrity that was put on by Don 
McCabe, Gary Pavela, and Teddy Fishman.  Comments she took from the presentations 
included: 

• Administrators run from scholastic dishonesty issues since they are public relations 
nightmares 

• There is nothing in reporting for the faculty 
• Faculty feel they are better off not knowing 
• Stated student motives for scholastic dishonesty include that the material is trivial, 

information is irrelevant, classes are too hard, faulty are unreasonable, they are emulating 
business practices, they are treated unfairly, and there is too much pressure to succeed 

• The way to approach students is to engage them in their learning 
• Ethical community building is a strategy 
• Faculty and staff need to have a dialogue with students 

 
She said that the University of Maryland developed an ‘Ice Campaign’ which stands for 
integrity, character, and ethics.  She liked the idea and might try and adapt it for use here. 
 
2. SEMESTER START EMAIL ON SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY FROM THE 
PROVOST  
 
Tom Shield distributed a draft email that could be sent to faculty each semester.  The intent is to 
make clear why this issue is important and keep it short so that faculty will read it.  Members 
agreed with the intent of the email while making edits. 
 
3. WITHDRAWAL NOTIFICATION EMAIL 
 



Tom Shield distributed a draft email that would be sent to faculty when a student withdraws.  
The emails would not start until after the third week of classes.  This would help when faculty 
want to report scholastic dishonesty and provide notification when all students withdraw. 
 
4. ONLINE PLAGIARISM SERVICES 
 
Tom Shield said that he was sent an email asking the committee to look at online plagiarism 
software, such as Turnitin.com or Safe Assign.  Members made the following comments: 

• University should have a software license for one program 
• Faculty need to upload papers for it to work 
• Student papers become part of Tunritin.com 
• There is a difference between teaching and policing 
• Software catches plagiarism versus preventing it 
• There is no one obvious answer 

 
4. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Tom Shield thanked the members for attending and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 


